
 
 

STANDING FOR GOD’S 
GLORY 

	  

The	  Life	  of	  Daniel	  

	  

PAUL	  S.	  FERGUSON	  



 

  2 

 
 
 
 

“Standing For God’s 
Glory” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The author waives all copyright to this material, save to the extent that in accordance with 
Christian principles, full acknowledgement is made in any reproduction to its source and the 
author and the work is not sold for commercial profit. 
 
 
All Scripture references are from the King James Version of the Bible 
 

 
 
 2012 Rev (Dr) Paul Ferguson 
 
Cornerstone Church 
10 Bukit Batok Crescent 
#07-03, The Spire 
Singapore 658079 
 
www.cornerstonechurch.com.sg 



 

  3 

 

Contents 
 
 
 
Introduction        4 
 
Chapter 1 – Who Rules  The World?  (Daniel 1:1-7)        5 
 
Chapter 2 – A Power fu l  Temptat ion (Daniel 1:8-9)        9  
 
Chapter 3 – Tested and Proven  (Daniel 1:10-21)        14 
 
Chapter 4 – The Dream that  became a Nightmare  (Daniel 2:1-13)        19 
 
Chapter 5 – A Power fu l  Prayer  Meet ing  (Daniel 2:14-25)        25 
 
Chapter 6 – An Ever las t ing Kingdom  (Daniel 2:26-49)        30 
 
Chapter 7 – To Bow or Not to  Bow?  (Daniel 3:1-12)        38 
 
Chapter 8 – Turn or Burn?  (Daniel 3:13-18)        43 
 
Chapter 9 – Faith in the Furnace  (Daniel 3:19-30)        48 
 
Chapter 10 – Amazing Grace  (Daniel 4:1-19)        54 
 
Chapter 11 – Down But Not Out  (Daniel 4:20-37)        60 
 
Chapter 12 – The Writ ing On The Wall  (Daniel 5:1-16)        66 
 
Chapter 13 – Weighed,  But Wanting  (Daniel 5:17-31)        72 
 
Chapter 14 – Liars ,  Laws and Lions  (Daniel 6:1-10)        77 
 
Chapter 15 – The God Who Del ivers  (Daniel 6:11-28)        83 



 

  4 

INTRODUCTION 
 

_________________________ 
 

The life of Daniel is one of the most challenging and encouraging stories in Scripture.  It is a 
tale filled with dramatic twists.  His life is a positive role model for us all, of the just living by 
faith, as he lived righteous from his youth till his old days.  It truly reveals the difference godly 
youths can make in the world. 

The name Daniel means, “God is my judge” or “judge of God.”  He fully lived up to such 
an illustrious name by living an uncompromising life in a compromising world.  His importance 
in the Bible is seen in the fact that he is one of the few persons presented in Scripture 
uncritically, as heaven’s “greatly beloved” (Daniel 10:19). 

Daniel exemplifies how a believer should live no matter what the world is around him.  At 
no point in his long life living in one of the world’s most ungodly and immoral cities was Daniel 
free from diverse forms of temptation and trial.  He showed uncommon courage to live for God 
whilst holding high political office in a majority pagan culture.  Weaker men advocate, “When in 
Rome, do as the Romans do.”  But not Daniel!  It is often proverbially said, “Every man has his 
price.”  But not Daniel!  Neither prosperity nor adversity could change him.  He would rather die 
than betray his God, even a little. 

At a point in history when few Jewish persons cared about God’s Word, Daniel and the 
faithful remnant were willing to swim against the prevailing tide.  To them their theology was not 
theory, but their conduct matched their creed.  Throughout history it is obvious that God is 
more concerned with faithfulness than great numbers of people.  It does not matter if the whole 
world is going the other way, we should not establish truth by counting noses! 

Daniel proves that faithfulness i s  not conditional upon ideal circumstances if providence is 
leading us through dark circumstances.  He was continually hated and plotted against because of 
his faith, yet he trusted God’s sovereignty to lead him through every dark valley.  Few of us have 
faced the crucible of temptations and trials that this man faithfully endured.  It shows how we 
can flourish for Christ in a hostile world where believers are outnumbered and often 
overwhelmed by temptation and trial.  Remember, Daniel’s God is our God too. 

Daniel’s life not only encourages us, but also exposes the poor standards of godliness in 
our own spiritual lives.  We live in an age of compromise with the world.  All too often we like to 
hide behind all kinds of excuses to explain away our lukewarm Christian living, but Daniel 
proves that such pretexts are illegitimate.  DL Moody wrote of him: 

Daniel thought more of his principles than he did of earthly honour, or the esteem of 
men.  Right was right with him.  He was going to do right today, and let the morrows 
take care of themselves.  That firmness of purpose, in the strength of God, was the 
secret of his success. 

His life will challenge us with this call: Are you in Daniel’s band?  We need people like Daniel 
today.  Such people can truly make a difference. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 

Who Rules the World? (Daniel 1:1-7) 

 

Daniel is set in the backdrop of the Babylonian exile.  Over the centuries, God had warned 
Israel and Judah of the dire consequences of sin.  As a result of the continual unfaithfulness of 
Judah, God gave His people over to the Babylonians as a judgment for the idolatry and rebellion 
in 605 BC.  This was a little over a century after the Northern Kingdom of Israel was destroyed 
by the Assyrians.  The invading Babylonian armies eventually destroyed Jerusalem and the 
Temple in 586 BC.  From 605-586 BC most of the people were slain or deported weeping to 
Babylon.  The exile would be for 70 years until God moved upon Cyrus’s heart to permit a 
remnant to return in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

Daniel was taken captive as a teenager in the initial wave of deportations in 605 BC when 
Nebuchadnezzar first conquered Jerusalem.  Although we do not know how long he lived, he 
was certainly alive when Cyrus the Persian conquered Babylon 538 BC and worked for a time for 
the new administration.  We don’t read of him ever returning, even for a visit, to his beloved 
homeland. 

In the  th i rd  year  o f  the  r e i gn  o f  J eho iakim king o f  Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king  o f  Baby lon unto  

Jerusa l em, and bes i eg ed  i t .  And the  Lord gave  J eho iakim king o f  Judah in to  h i s  hand,  wi th  par t  o f  the  

ve s s e l s  o f  the  house  o f  God:  whi ch he  carr i ed  in to  the  land o f  Shinar  to  the  house  o f  h i s  god ;  and he  brought  

the  ves s e l s  in to  the  t r easure  house  o f  h i s  god .  (v1-2)  

This book begins on a very sorrowful note.  Verse one gives the facts from the natural world’s 
perspective that the Babylonian army had conquered Jerusalem by their superior might and war 
craft.  To demonstrate the superiority of the Babylonian gods over the God of Israel, 
Nebuchadnezzar ransacked the temple and took “the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into 
the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.”  

But such appearances can be deceptive without God-centred spectacles.  One of the 
overarching themes of the book of Daniel is the Sovereignty of God.  The sweeping 
comprehensive prophecies evidence this, as well as the life of Daniel.  Right from the start, this 
overarching theme is underlined in verse two, “And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his 
hand” (cf. 2 Chronicles 36:17-21).  All that occurred in reality was that the Babylonians were only 
doing what a sovereign God ordained and permitted them to do for His purposes.  Israel 
continually pursued idols and placed them in the temple, so God eventually gave them over to 
them.  John Whitcomb makes an interesting observation: 

Nebuchadnezzar shrewdly took enough of the sacred vessels to demonstrate the 
superiority of his god over the God of the Jews but left enough in the Temple so the 
Jews would be able to carry on their ceremonies unhindered and thus be less likely to 
rebel against their new overlord.  In 586 B.C., however, totally exasperated by the 
disloyalty of the Jewish kings and rulers, Nebuchadnezzar ordered all the sacred vessels 
to be destroyed or carried off to Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:18).  
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The proud Nebuchadnezzar would chafe against this truth of God’s absolute sovereignty, 
but eventually God would humble him, “until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will” (Daniel 4:32b).  The chastened king realised who really was 
in control and testified, “And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and 
mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured Him that liveth 
for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation: And all 
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?” (Daniel 
4:34-35) 

This emphasis on the sovereignty of God would have immediate significance for the exiled 
Jews, as they contemplated the destruction of the Holy City and the Temple.  Many may have 
erroneously concluded that God is indifferent or unable to prevent the rampaging hordes of the 
Babylonian armies sweeping across the Middle East.  Daniel shows that God alone is truly 
sovereign and perfectly in control of history.  Babylon is not!  Jerusalem may be destroyed but 
Jehovah’s power has not!  

This book teaches us today that our God is still in control of human history.  The potential 
for our circumstances to cloud our faith in God’s sovereignty is always a real possibility.  Are we 
willing to trust Him when our world disintegrates?  Is God greater than our circumstances?  We 
need to learn that if the past and the prophesied future are governed by the sovereign will of God, 
then so is the present.  God has not ceased to rule over the affairs of men and women.  He reigns 
over all and can sovereignly work with or without the means of external events and persons to 
accomplish His ultimate purposes.  As in Esther, we will see in the book of Daniel that God can 
continue to work for the benefit of His people even in the midst of their chastening in exile. 

There is no more comforting doctrine for the people of God in Scripture than God’s 
unfettered absolute sovereignty over the affairs of this planet.  It is God who still raises up kings 
and nations, and it is God who is building His church in our crooked and perverse generation.  
Just as He promised, He has preserved His Word and His people in every generation.  
Everything is still in His control.  His will shall ultimately be done.  We can sing in every age, 
“Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth” (Revelation 19:6). 

And the  king spake unto  Ashpenaz the  master  o f  h i s  eunuchs ,  that  he  shou ld  br ing  c e r ta in  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  

I srae l ,  and o f  the  king ' s  s e ed ,  and o f  the  pr ince s ;  Chi ldren in  whom was no b l emish ,  but  we l l  favoured ,  and 

ski l fu l  in  a l l  w isdom, and cunning  in  knowledge ,  and unders tanding  s c i ence ,  and such as  had ab i l i t y  in  them 

to  s tand in  the  king ' s  pa lace ,  and whom they  might  t each the  l earn ing  and the  tongue  o f  the  Chaldeans .  And 

the  king  appo inted  them a dai ly  prov i s ion o f  the  king ' s  meat ,  and o f  the  wine  whi ch he  drank: so  nour i sh ing  

them three  y ears ,  that  a t  the  end thereo f  they  might  s tand be fore  the  king .  (v3 -5)  

The Babylonian empire rapidly expanded.  Secular history attests that Nebuchadnezzar was a 
brilliant administrator.  He shrewdly selected the “cream of the crop” from subjugated nations to 
serve in his government.  Hence, he would benefit from having workers who understood the 
culture of their own people near him.  It had also the advantage of quelling rebelliousness, as the 
conquered nations would be less likely to object to having their own racial countrymen ruling 
over them.  

The group selected were not chosen randomly but they were the “brightest and best” of 
the nobility of Judaism.  The world is always attracted to men with such physical, social, and 
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mental attributes.  This group was to be given effectively government scholarships to access the 
best “Ivy League” education Babylon can offer.  The curriculum would have included 
agriculture, architecture, astrology, astronomy, mathematics, and the Chaldean language.  This 
process of assimilation involved immersing them in the Babylonian language, culture, history, 
and religion.  They were to be effectively brainwashed to the point that they were racially Jewish 
on the outside, but Babylonian on the inside.  At the graduation they would have been 
indoctrinated with a very different way of thinking about life and values. 

Physically they were to be nourished with the finest gourmet foods and wines from the 
king’s table.  No expense was to be spared to cultivate the natural gifts and appearances of these 
outstanding young men.  This would be particularly seductive, as such a convenient and lavish 
lifestyle would be hard to give up.  By doing so Nebuchadnezzar created not only a sense of 
obligation, but bought their loyalty.  For captives, whose fate would be normally in a lifetime of 
slavery, this was “an opportunity of a lifetime.”  

Now among these  were  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  Judah,  Danie l ,  Hananiah,  Mishae l ,  and Azariah :  (v6)  

This selection is no coincidence.  A providential God had endued His remnant with the requisite 
natural gifts and now moves them into position for His purposes.  Clearly, they were not the 
only ones selected for this “fast-track” scholarship scheme, but they were the ones who stood 
out for God.  They would be God’s men in Babylon, whereas the others probably were 
successfully assimilated and compromised.  The latter wanted to be somebody in Babylon but 
the former wanted to be somebody for God in Babylon!  God always has a people that cannot 
be corrupted no matter what the world offers.  

This must have been a very traumatic time for Daniel and his three companions.  The 
Bible never teaches that living a godly life makes you immune from suffering, even for the sins 
of others.  Some commentators think this is the fulfillment of the prophecy given to Hezekiah, 
“And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be 
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.” (Isaiah 39:7)  We can only but imagine the fears and 
loneliness of these young men torn from their loving families in a Monotheistic Judean culture 
and thrust into the pagan, polytheistic metropolis of Babylon.  

Unto whom the  pr ince  o f  the  eunuchs  gave  names :  fo r  he  gave  unto  Danie l  the  name o f  Be l t e shazzar ;  and to  

Hananiah,  o f  Shadrach ;  and to  Mishae l ,  o f  Meshach ;  and to  Azar iah ,  o f  Abednego .  (v7)  

The last step in this comprehensive re-education process is to change the names of these young 
men.  This is a typical tactic to get them to forget their Hebraic roots and their God.  Joseph and 
Esther had their names changed in captivity also.  Each of their Hebrew names reflected 
something about the Lord.  For instance Daniel means “God is judge” and Mishael means “Who 
is like the Lord?”  Ray Pritchard observes: 

The original Hebrew names tell us that these four teenagers must have been raised in 
godly homes by parents who raised their children to serve the true God.  By giving 
them new names Ashpenaz meant to obliterate their past.  This was nothing less than 
systematic brainwashing.  Nebuchadnezzar didn’t want good Jews working for him, he 
wanted good Babylonians who happened to have a Jewish background.  Note that he 
didn’t overtly force them to change their religion.  The whole process just made it very 
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easy to forget.  They were being weaned away from their past little by little.  Soon they 
might forget it altogether. 

As a polytheist Nebuchadnezzar just needed them to loosen a bit from their rigid 
monotheistic upbringing.  His plan evidently worked with some, but not all.  This is still a ploy of 
the devil.  He knows the real wealth of a church is in its youth.  If he can compromise the faith 
of the next generation, then he has destroyed the future of that work.  

Daniel and his three friends had no one to guide them in their loneliness amidst the 
temptations of the glitter and glamour of Babylon.  Most mature let alone young men going 
through that would have been thoroughly Babylonian in every sense within three years.  Their 
recent traumatic experiences of these vulnerable youths would have shaken the faith of many 
who didn’t live by faith.  As Steve Zeisler explains: 

Questions would come up for any exile, and for these boys in particular: “How can I 
believe the old stories?  How can I claim that my God is the Lord of heaven and earth, 
that He controls its future, when we see His people, ourselves in particular, carted off 
to exile?”  The issue of significance is behind these questions, isn’t it?  Either God was 
not strong enough to protect His temple and His people, and all the stories of the 
greatness of God, the making of the world, the deliverance from Egypt were a lie or 
these boys were discards.  Isn’t that the other option?  Perhaps God would in fact 
protect the nation eventually, but He had thrown away a handful of boys He didn’t care 
enough about to protect.  How could they believe they were worth anything if the God 
they believed in was weak or had discarded them?  The issue of significance was 
absolutely at the heart of the experience of these boys. 

At this critical turning point of life, lies the secret of success or failure for these young 
men.  Forcibly removed 1500 miles from their families, their culture, and their faith – how would 
these impressionable young men react?  In this imposing city every conceivable temptation or 
opportunity was at their disposal.  Would they compromise and capitulate?  Would the change of 
name and culture change their hearts?  Would they “dare” to stand for God?  The answers to 
these questions are vital for us as we bring up children in a pagan and anti-God culture.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. Describe the power of God’s sovereignty in your life?  

2. Do we need ideal conditions to walk for God?  

3. What does this story teach you about God’s providential power to raise up those whom 
He chooses to favour? 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 

A Powerful Temptation (Daniel 1:8-9) 

 

Daniel and his friends are now in the midst of the greatest of temptations in Babylon.  The 
process of deliberate assimilation and compromise has been launched to lead these young men 
to leave their God and their culture behind.  This was intended to transfer their loyalty to 
Nebuchadnezzar who wanted them to lean now upon him for everything.  

It is said that the walls of Nebuchadnezzar’s enormous palace were 150 feet wide.  It is 
easy to imagine the sense of loneliness and helplessness of these young men before such a 
demonstration of the power of man.  There appears no escape from Babylon, which was 500 
miles from their homes in Jerusalem.  Such temptations not only build their character, but will 
test if these young men are willing to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.  Do 
they believe Jehovah is the God who reigns supreme in Babylon or is He just the God of Israel?  
How they respond to temptations reveals the reality of their character and their belief in the 
sovereignty of God. 

But Danie l  purposed  in  h i s  hear t  that  he  would  not  de f i l e  h imse l f  w i th  the  por t ion o f  the  king ’ s  meat ,  nor  

wi th  the  wine  which he  drank: (v8a)  

The “But” here indicates the contrast of Daniel with those who went with the prevailing tide of 
the world around him.  He “purposed in his heart,” which has the idea of decided resolution.  He 
resolved to behave in a different way because he was different as a child of God and Daniel 
knew he was different.  Before the test came, this young man had predetermined that he would 
stand for God in every circumstance no matter the cost.  The critical key to a person’s spiritual 
life is in the resolutions of the heart, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” 
(Proverbs 4:23). 

Daniel valued the testimony of God’s Name and word above the wealth, power, and 
prestige of Babylon.  He was like his illustrious forbearer Moses, “Choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt” (Hebrews 11:25-26a).  Judah had fallen into the hands of 
Nebuchadnezzar by disobeying the word of God.  Daniel was not going to make the same 
mistake.  

The world can change our name but it cannot change our heart.  Our inner convictions 
empowered by the Spirit of God can overcome any external pressure to compromise.  Daniel 
resolved deep in his heart that he would not change no matter what others did or threatened.  
His faith was non-negotiable.  Daniel may have been in captivity but the Babylonians could not 
bind his conscience.  This is critical for us to understand today.  

Daniel proves that the world cannot corrupt our inner convictions.  There is always a 
remnant of people who cannot be compromised.  The Nebuchadnezzars of this world may 
threaten to destroy us, but they cannot overcome a person whose heart is anchored to the Word 
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of God.  Daniel knew that the worst that could happen to him is that he goes straight to heaven 
in death.  To die, in whatever manner, was ultimately gain.  DL Moody notes: 

No young man ever goes from a country home to a large city - say, to a great 
metropolis - without grave temptations crossing his path on his entrance.  And just at 
this turning point in his life, as in Daniel’s, must lie the secret of his success or his 
failure.  The cause of many of the failures that we see in life is, that men do not start 
right.  Now, this young man started right.  He took a character with him up to Babylon; 
and he was not ashamed of the religion of his mother and his father.  He was not 
ashamed of the GOD of the Bible.  Up there among those heathen idolaters he was not 
ashamed to let his light shine. 

WHY DID DANIEL REFUSE? 

The question that must be addressed is: Why did Daniel refuse to partake of the King’s food?  
Daniel, as a young man, shows his spiritual maturity and wisdom when he drew the lines he 
would not cross where the Bible drew the line.  There was no biblical prohibition with studying 
in this Babylonian programme and accepting being renamed by the Babylonians.  These were 
personal indignities that he was willing to suffer that providence had placed him under.  

But Daniel biblically understood that to eat this food would be to “defile himself with the 
portion of the king’s meat.”  Perhaps, he had godly parents or the teaching of Jeremiah the prophet 
in Jerusalem that influenced him.  The Law of God explicitly prohibited the Jewish people from 
eating unclean animals and consuming meat that had not been prepared without the blood 
drained away (cf. Leviticus 11; 17:10-16).  Clearly, the king’s food had some element of 
defilement present that made it forbidden.  It is interesting to note that it was the test of 
forbidden food that snared our first parents, Adam and Eve. 

This was a powerful temptation, as there were many reasons to compromise.  The costs 
were, from a human perspective, enormous as Daniel stood to lose everything.  Few men have 
faced such pressures against such incredible odds at such a young age.  Daniel was tempted on a 
number of fronts: 

(i) YOUTH – Likely Daniel was a teenager who did not have great experience to draw from.  
In the past all of his food would have been according to the Jewish dietary law. 

(ii) SOCIAL RANK – he was in a position that the accepted custom was to eat such food.  
No one would have thought twice if he had partaken.  Other Jews on the programme were likely 
doing so.  Peer pressure is hard to resist, especially for a youth.  No one likes to stand out from 
the crowd and endure the sneers and scoffs of our contemporaries. 

(iii) PROFESSIONAL PROSPECTS – he was handsome, brilliant and in the most 
prestigious and promising scholarship scheme available for a captured slave.  Few climb the 
ladder of career success if they are seen to rock the boat!  Doubtless, the devil even told him that 
he could be a great influence for his people if he did well on the programme.  Indeed, was it not 
Jeremiah who commanded the captives to do their best for Babylon?  “Thus saith the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from 
Jerusalem unto Babylon; Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; Take 
ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that 
they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished. And seek the peace of the 
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city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof 
shall ye have peace.” (Jeremiah 29:4-7)  Daniel could even have reasoned that Nebuchadnezzar was 
his God-ordained superior and he has a duty to submit to the king’s dietary law.  The devil has 
always excuses that can be used to justify wrong. 

(iv) ABSENCE FROM SPIRITUAL RESTRAINTS – he was away from home and 
nation, where there were men of God like Jeremiah to warn him and guide him about 
compromise.  Also, this absence in captivity may have brought the temptation of doubt, as 
Daniel could have been made bitter about the providence of God in abandoning him there.  

(iv) PHYSICAL – the food that was provided was of the highest possible quality from the 
king’s menu.  It would seem a lot more attractive than the alternative diet of pulse and water 
(v12). 

(v) SIGNIFICANCE – it did not seem a major thing, as it was just some food.  He wasn’t 
being asked to worship any idols.  Daniel could have reasoned that it was God who put him in 
Babylon so it must be acceptable for him to live like the locals.  Doubtless, there were so-called 
“wise people” who cautioned that he should not throw away his potentially great future on such 
trivialities. 

(vi) TIMING – Daniel must have been tempted to delay his stand.  After all he had just 
arrived from captivity and why not wait until he is more established with his captors?  There is 
no need to be seen as judgmental or too extreme when they had been so kind to him.  Besides 
Gentiles would not understand so he needed to wait until they were more familiar with his 
culture. 

(vii) CONSEQUENCES – Nebuchadnezzar was renown as a ruthless despot.  He had 
proven this already by the conquest of Jerusalem.  We get a later insight of this in the burning 
fiery furnace incident.  He was not a man who had patience with those who rejected his orders. 
DL Moody pointedly observed: 

If some modern Christians could have advised Daniel, they would have said, Do not act 
like that; do not set aside the king’s meat: that is an act of Pharisaism.  The moment you 
take your stand, and say you will not eat it, you say in effect that you are better than 
other people.  Oh, yes; that is the kind of talk too often heard now.  Men say, When 
you are in Rome you must do as Rome does; and such people would have pressed upon 
the poor young captive that, though he might obey the commandments of GOD while 
in his own country, yet that he could not possibly do so here in Babylon - that he could 
not expect to carry his religion with him into the land of his captivity.  I can imagine 
men saying to Daniel, Look here, young man, you are too puritanical.  Don’t be too 
particular; don’t have too many religious scruples.  Bear in mind you are not now in 
Jerusalem.  You will have to get over these notions, now you are here in Babylon.  You 
are not now surrounded by friends and relatives.  You are not a Jerusalem prince now.  
You are not surrounded by the royal family of Judah.  You have been brought down 
from your high position.  You are now a captive.  And if the monarch hears about your 
refusing to eat the same kind of meat that he eats, and to drink the same kind of wine 
that he drinks, your head will soon roll from off your shoulders.  You had better be a 
little politic. 

there for e  he  r eques t ed  o f  the  pr ince  o f  the  eunuchs  that  he  might  no t  de f i l e  h imse l f .  (v8b)  
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Now Daniel does not try and bluff his way out of this by refusing on the basis of ill-health like 
an allergy.  The implication here in these words is that he boldly makes clear to Ashpenaz that 
his stand is based upon the Word of God.  He did not downplay his objection as a mere 
preference but made it clear the abhorrence he had of defiling himself before God.  In the midst 
of this great crisis, Daniel is going to testify of the holiness of God’s law to this pagan Gentile.  
This unashamed boldness to testify of God to those around him will be a consistent practice in 
Daniel’s life.  He will testify of Jehovah before Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Darius.  

Life is an unwinding path that flows from critical choices we make.  All choices we make 
have consequences.  But some have eternal significance and provide a lifetime of blessing.  Often 
these are linked to watershed decisions we make in our youth.  There is an old saying which has 
much truth, “We make our decisions and our decisions turn around and make us.”  

Now many of these decisions in Daniel’s life do not appear significant on the surface, but 
as we read they will radically change the tone of his entire life.  It is the seemingly small things 
that great victories are won.  The little stumble can lead to a great fall.  The stands Daniel took as 
a boy over food gave him the character to refuse to give up praying to the Lord when he was an 
old man.  When we disobey God in the small things, it leads us down a path of disobeying Him 
in the major decisions of life.  As Solomon explained, it is the little foxes that spoil the vines 
(Song of Solomon 2:15).  Ray Pritchard challenges: 

The Babylonians could change everything - his diet, his location, his education, his 
language, even his name - but they couldn’t change his heart.  Why?  It belonged to 
God.  When your heart truly belongs to God, you can go anywhere and face any 
situation and you’ll be okay.  You can even live in Babylon and do just fine because 
your body is in Babylon but your heart is in heaven.  So the question for all of us is, 
Where is your heart?  Does it truly belong to God?  Or is your heart fixed on the things 
of this earth? 

So Daniel not only knew the Word of God, but he believed in it and practised it.  Simply 
believing the Bible is not enough – it must be lived for, “….blessed are they that hear the word of God, 
and keep it” (Luke 11:28).  We live in a day of expedience and compromise.  It has infected all 
areas of the church.  Yet, the Bible repeatedly exhorts us to “….be not conformed to this world….” 
(Romans 12:2).  Daniel and his three friends were young men who could not be conformed to 
this world.  This example is still true for us today.  The chorus “Dare to be a Daniel” is good 
advice for us all. 

Daniel has shown us the way to live.  Daniel knew that reputation is only what others 
think about him, but character is how God regards you.  He would rather please God than men.  
Nebuchadnezzar was not his Lord.  Where God’s Word draws the line we need to take our 
stand.  If Daniel was willing to take his stand for God, surely we should do so today?  MacArthur 
points out to those who consider compromising: 

What irony, for the compromiser thinks he gains something and may seem to for a 
while but in God's accounting method, that gain is always loss!  It seems axiomatic that 
spiritual compromise always leads to spiritual loss.  Dare to be a Daniel the next time 
you are tempted to compromise your convictions, your values, your integrity.  God’s 
“investment plan” has a guaranteed “high rate of return” not only in this life but the life 
to come. 
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Now God had brought  Danie l  in to  favour  and t ender  love  wi th  the  pr ince  o f  the  eunuchs .  (v9) 

This “Now God” is a wonderful statement.  For when Daniel was determining his heart to live for 
the Lord, God was already preparing a way for him to escape the temptation, “There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 
Corinthians 10:13) 

God has not forgotten his faithful young servants who feared Him more than the face of 
men.  This is a special blessing for those who stand for Him that the compromiser never enjoys.  
The Lord’s eyes are always upon the righteous seeking to bless them in their trials of life (2 
Chronicles 16:9).  As Spurgeon put it, “In our very worst condition our God has ways and means 
for allaying the severity of our sorrows: He can find us helpers among those who have been our 
oppressors, and He will do so if we be indeed His people.” 

God moved upon the heart of this pagan prince to be an instrument of grace to Daniel 
and his faithful friends.  We see a clear parallel with the life of Joseph in prison, “But the LORD 
was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison” (Genesis 
39:21).  

It is clear that although God moved upon the heart of the prince to incline him toward 
Daniel that Daniel himself was a likeable man.  Despite the enmity of some towards him, all 
through this book we find that unsaved people were drawn to him.  God’s people are not meant 
to be disagreeable or unattractive persons.  We are to contend for the faith without being 
contentious.  We see the same trait in Joseph’s life when he was in Egypt for he was a man that 
people were attracted to because of his integrity and character.  There is no virtue in being 
renown as a “prickly” or “intemperate” individual. 

Paul urged Timothy to “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth” (2 Timothy 2:25).  It is not only knowing the right 
issue to take your stand and then doing that, which takes wisdom and courage, but also how you 
do so.  Daniel shows his wisdom and maturity in how he does that.  In the next lesson we will 
see a wonderful example of Christian tact and sensitivity in how this young man confronts this 
issue.  

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What kind of moral/ethical challenges do you face at work? 

2. How did you resolve those moral/ethical challenges without compromising your 
testimony? 

3. If you lived your life again, what decisions would you do differently? 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 

Tested and Proven (Daniel 1:10-21) 
 

Things look dark for these four godly Hebrew youths.  Everything is against the flourishing of 
their faith.  The lure of Babylon was impressive and the fearsome Nebuchadnezzar was not a 
man to be trifled with.  It would have been so easy just to compromise so far from home.  But 
these young men won the battle because their eyes were on a greater power than the might of 
Nebuchadnezzar.  

They were aware of the great potential cost, yet they considered that honouring God’s 
Word was more important than their educational prospects or even life itself.  They were in 
Babylon, but they were not of Babylon!  Spurgeon remarked, “They can burn, but they cannot 
turn - they can die, but they cannot deny the Law of the Lord, their God!” 

In 1924 a young Scottish athlete Eric Liddell refused to compromise his convictions about 
running on the Lord’s Day.  Although he was the favourite to win the 100 metres race, he 
refused to run and withdrew from the final.  He was criticized as an extremist and unpatriotic by 
many for his action.  

Providentially, due to another runner dropping out of a 400 metres race, Liddell was able 
to take his place and won the gold medal.  After the Olympics, Liddell went to China in 1925 as 
a missionary where he served faithfully until 1945, when he died in a war camp.  His last reported 
words were, “It’s complete surrender,” which referred to how he had fully given his life to his 
God.  In a 2008 poll Liddell was voted as the most popular athlete Scotland has ever produced.  
God honours those who honour Him is a biblical truth (1 Samuel 2:30). 

Interestingly, another Scottish sportsman, the rugby player Euan McMurray also refused to 
play games in the Rugby World Cup 2011 when they fell on a Sunday.  There have always been 
people who feared God more than the face of man.  What we believe has a direct impact on how 
we behave.  

Daniel’s faith was anchored to the Word of God, yet he was not passive in living a godly 
life.  He had purposed in his heart not to defile himself in his diet.  Daniel knew that the issue at 
stake was God’s glory and name.  This crucial decision will radically change his whole life.  To 
him there were no small areas of his life that he could disobey, as Jehovah was the Lord of his 
whole life.  His belief in the absolute sovereignty of God directly affected his life choices.  He 
served a higher King than the great monarch of Babylon.  I am sure Daniel was aware of the 
teachings of the great prophet Jeremiah, “Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope 
the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and 
shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither 
shall cease from yielding fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 

Sadly, many people purpose many things but cannot act according to that purpose.  The 
Lord always tests such faith and commitment as, “….the trying of your faith worketh patience” (James 
1:3).  The house built by faith on that rock must endure the storms of life assailing it. 
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And the  pr ince  o f  the  eunuchs  sa id  unto  Danie l ,  I  f ear  my lord  the  king ,  who hath appointed  your  meat  and 

your  dr ink:  for  why shou ld  he  s e e  your  fa ce s  worse  l ik ing  than the  ch i ldren which are  o f  your  sor t?  then sha l l  

y e  make me endanger  my head to  the  king .  (v10)  

The prince of the eunuchs is very honest here with Daniel, “I fear my lord the king.”  This was a 
very reasonable objection, as life was cheap under a ruler like Nebuchadnezzar.  In the book of 
Jeremiah we read of him roasting people alive in the fire (Jeremiah 29:22) and ordering the king 
of Judah’s sons to be killed before him after which his eyes were gouged out (Jeremiah 39:6-7).  
We can only but imagine the consequences for those who would undermine a pet project of the 
king.  The prince of the eunuchs is aware of the real danger, “then shall ye make me endanger my head 
to the king.”  

Then sa id  Danie l  to  Melzar ,  whom the  pr ince  o f  the  eunuchs  had se t  over  Danie l ,  Hananiah,  Mishae l ,  and 

Azariah ,  Prove  thy  s e rvants ,  I  bes e e ch  thee ,  t en  days ;  and l e t  them g ive  us  pu ls e  to  ea t ,  and water  to  dr ink.  

Then l e t  our  countenance s  be  looked upon be for e  thee ,  and the  countenance  o f  the  ch i ldren that  ea t  o f  the  

por t ion o f  the  king ’ s  meat :  and as  thou se e s t ,  dea l  wi th  thy  s ervants .  (v11 -13) 

This reminder of the fearsome reputation and power of Nebuchadnezzar does not put off 
Daniel. He does not shrug his shoulders and tell his three friends that he had tried so God would 
surely understand that he had now no choice but to eat the king’s meat.  Instead, Daniel remains 
as stedfast as a rock. 

There is a marked contrast between the prince of the eunuchs and Daniel.  One feared 
man whereas the other feared God more than man, “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso 
putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe” (Proverbs 29:25).  We cannot be “God-pleaser” if we are 
a “man-pleaser” (Galatians 1:10).  People who fully trust the Lord have no price that can buy 
their principles.  They will not sacrifice eternal principles for immediate expediency.  That is the 
spirit of those who “Dare to be a Daniel.”  For daring to be a Daniel requires believing what 
Daniel believed and living as how Daniel lived.  

In this incident Daniel not only shows us the necess i ty  of standing for God but also the 
importance of how  we take our stand, “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without,” (Colossians 
4:5a).  He had a graciousness that goes with a truly godly character.  Daniel also shows his 
maturity and spiritual wisdom in how he presents his objections.  Doubtless, he prayed much for 
wisdom and courage to do so.  This wisdom was God-given, “As for these four children, God gave 
them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom” (1:17a).  

Daniel approaches Melzar discreetly, humbly and respectfully, “Prove thy servants, I beseech 
thee.”  There is no ostentation, arrogance or rudeness in his words, but he was principled and 
polite.  He does not demand but simply presents it as a request.  Nor does he go on hunger 
strike or throw the food on the floor.  Daniel tactfully recognizes the very difficult circumstances 
that his superior was in.  So, he suggests a trial period for ten days that was entirely reasonable.  
This should pose no risk to the life of Melzar, as the programme was for three years.  The 
wisdom and simplicity of this is also apparent in the nature of the test proposed, “Then let our 
countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king’s 
meat.”  The outcome would be apparent to all and therefore straightforward to evaluate. 

Nor should it be noted does Daniel indicate that if this request is unsuccessful or the trial 
period is not to the satisfaction of Melzar, that Daniel will now eat the unclean meat.  He just 
says, “and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.”  There is no hint in his words that he will eventually 
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compromise.  He was polite, but firm in his stand.  Daniel trusted that if God wanted him in this 
programme, then God could keep him there.  Compromising simply removed the favour and 
protection of God.  Throughout his life, Daniel will do what is right and then leave the 
consequences to a Sovereign God to determine.  

So he  consented  to  them in  th i s  mat t er ,  and proved  them ten  days .  And at  the  end o f  t en  days  the i r  

countenances  appeared fa i r e r  and fa t t e r  in  f l e sh  than a l l  the  ch i ldren which  d id  ea t  the  por t ion o f  the  king ’ s  

meat .  Thus Melzar  took away the  por t ion o f  the i r  meat ,  and the  wine  that  they  shou ld  dr ink;  and gave  them 

pulse .  (v14-16) 

God honoured Daniel’s non-compromising spirit.  He moves the heart of this pagan prince to 
listen to this request and then to grant it.  When we live by faith, God moves to help us, “When a 
man's ways please the LORD, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. (Proverbs 16:7).  As 
MacArthur points out,  

And if God wants them to be kind to you, then He’ll take care of it.  You don’t have to 
compromise to gain your ends.  You don’t have to compromise to gain the goals you 
think you must attain.  To do so is to eliminate divine protection, but to be 
uncompromising is to invite the protection of God Himself. 

The word “pulse” is a general word that can refer to vegetables or cereals such as grain.  
From a natural perspective the exchange of gourmet food for pulse and water is not the most 
appealing nor is it considered a balanced diet for nutrition.  Yet, God gives these young men the 
ability to not only to endure this act of self-denial, but to prosper under it.  

Daniel had to rely on God to intervene.  This was a tightrope he had to walk by faith.  Ten 
days should not have made, “their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which 
did eat the portion of the king’s meat.”  But God is the God of the impossible, especially for those 
who trust in Him.  Doubtless, Daniel was trusting in promises like this, “And ye shall serve the 
LORD your God, and He shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of 
thee” (Exodus 23:25). 

We should also note that God’s grace to Daniel in this incident is an answer to a prayer 
made many centuries before.  When Solomon prayed at the dedication of the temple, he 
specifically prayed that God would favour His remnant in captivity, “And so return unto Thee with 
all their heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their enemies, which led them away captive, and pray unto 
Thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which 
I have built for Thy name: Then hear Thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven Thy dwelling place, and 
maintain their cause, And forgive Thy people that have sinned against Thee, and all their transgressions wherein 
they have transgressed against Thee, and give them compassion before them who carried them captive, that they may 
have compassion on them.” (1 Kings 8:48-50)  God is not limited in time or space as to when He 
answers prayer.  Daniel may have been aware of this prayer and reminded the Lord of it as he 
faced this trying incident. 

As for  thes e  four  ch i ldren ,  God gave  them knowledge  and ski l l  in  a l l  l earn ing  and wisdom: and Danie l  had 

unders tanding  in  a l l  v i s ions  and dreams.  (v17)  

Sometimes the Lord gives an immediate reward for the man who stands for Him.  On other 
occasions, it is a reward in the hereafter only.  In this incident, the Lord honours the stand taken 
by His four godly uncompromising servants.  The order is not without significance.  They take 
their stand for the Lord and He then honours them.  Favour with God led to favour with men. 
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Daniel got an additional reward as he, “had understanding in all visions and dreams.”  This 
revelatory gift would be the means of saving the lives of many others in the next chapter.  God 
already is preparing His servant for the next trial before he arrives at it.  

Now at  the  end o f  the  days  that  the  king  had sa id  he  shou ld  br ing  them in ,  then the  pr ince  o f  the  eunuchs  

brought  them in  be fore  Nebuchadnezzar .  And the  king  communed wi th  them; and among them a l l  was found 

none l ike  Danie l ,  Hananiah,  Mishae l ,  and Azariah :  there for e  s tood they  be for e  the  king .  And in  a l l  mat t er s  

o f  w isdom and unders tanding ,  that  the  king  enquired  o f  them, he  found them ten t imes  be t t e r  than a l l  the  

magi c ians  and as t ro loger s  that  were  in  a l l  h i s  r ea lm.  And Danie l  cont inued even unto  the  f i r s t  y ear  o f  k ing  

Cyrus .  (v18-21) 

Living for God never causes us to miss out on anything of lasting value.  God is a debtor to no 
man, “And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life” (Matthew 19:29).  
The outcome of their faithfulness is that these men excel not just spiritually but intellectually 
amongst their peers, “ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.”  
Many of these men would have been three or four times the ages of these Hebrew teenagers.  
Their colleagues were the “cream of the crop” yet they graduated far above them at the head of 
this impressive class.  

These four young men suffered no physical or intellectual loss in choosing this God-
honouring diet.  The Lord blessed their obedience abundantly above all they could ask or think.  
This was not just to their immediate superiors, but also before the great king of Babylon.  
Nebuchadnezzar was clearly an astute judge of natural abilities (cf. Proverbs 22:29).  The stand 
of these four youths seemed to many to be an insignificant thing, but what rewards it brought.  
The Psalmist makes clear, “Thou through Thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for 
they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation.” 
(Psalm 119:98-99) 

These young men must have applied themselves to their God-ordained studies with 
wholeheartedness, “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Colossians 
3:23).  Believers should demonstrate with their lives that with the grace of God, they should 
excel wherever providence places them!  

APPLICATION 

Serving God in Babylon does not require us to compromise with Babylon!  We can live right and 
maintain our Christian integrity and witness.  It doesn’t matter if we are in the highest political or 
academic circles as Daniel was.  It doesn’t matter where we are or who we are, but what we are that 
really counts.  Daniel knew that if he didn’t draw a line where the Bible drew a line, he would end 
up just like the Babylonians around him.  But he was not willing to gain something with men and 
lose something with God.  We must follow the example of Daniel and be uncompromising in 
our walk with God.  Stuart Olyott makes a good observation, 

The Lord could entrust them with such promotion because they had demonstrated at 
base level that, come what may, even when in personal danger, they would remain true 
to Him.  Daniel was to remain in such a position for seventy years!.....None of us can 
make a higher position count for God unless we live for Him now, where we are.  If we 
are unwilling to stand up and be counted for him over small things, how will we ever do 
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so over bigger things?  Is it possible to be faithful in much without first being faithful in 
little?  

This book of Daniel is a very practical one.  In a world that is increasingly intolerant of 
Christian values, we need to get the truths of it across to our young people.  People today, 
especially youths, face incredible pressures to conform to the values and practices of the 
prevailing culture.  We too must have biblical convictions and we must hold to these convictions.  
A person cannot decide for others but he can decide for himself.  The key to a blessed life is 
never to compromise any biblical truths in the seemingly small things.  

We need to purpose in our heart that we will not compromise our testimony and witness 
when the test comes.  And it will come.  The best time to take a stand is early.  Daniel proves 
that there is no justification to capitulate.  Such courage produced a lifetime of blessing for 
Daniel, as God protected and promoted Daniel as this young man honoured Him.  Pritchard 
makes a good application, 

It may not have seemed important at the time, but his decision not to eat the King’s 
food shaped the next 60 years.  We talk about Daniel 2500 years later precisely because 
of his decision.  If he doesn’t make the right choice, the rest of the book never gets 
written, and he becomes a forgotten Jew in Babylon who looked and acted just like 
everyone else.  I know that in terms of scientific progress, the world has changed since 
Daniel’s day, but God has not changed.  God’s Word has not changed.  And the world 
still tries to seduce us.  The good news from Daniel 1 is that it is possible to live for 
God in high school, in college, at work, and in your career.  Daniel has shown us the 
way. 

I am sure that if Daniel had a free hand to plan out his life, seventy years in Babylon would 
not be high on his priorities.  But that is where the extraordinary character of Daniel shines 
through.  He trusted in the sovereignty of the wisdom of God, as the unseen director of the 
drama of his eventful life.  If God wanted him away from home in a hostile pagan environment, 
then Daniel could simply trust God to take care of him there.  Daniel focused on upholding his 
convictions and let God take care of his circumstances.  This man Daniel would simply live by 
faith shining as a light for God despite the darkness around him. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. What does Daniel teach us about how to appeal to those in authority? 

2. How can we prepare our children to resist the pressure to conform to the world? 

3. How is our situation like that of Daniel and his friends? 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

The Dream that became a Nightmare (Daniel 1:1-13) 

 

At the end of chapter one Nebuchadnezzar respected Daniel’s wisdom but by the end of chapter 
two Nebuchadnezzar will respect Daniel’s God.  Daniel has now entered into his life’s calling 
and now we will see how God moves His man into a position of greater service.  Up to this 
point Daniel appears to have negligible influence, but that will now change. 

We never read of Daniel manipulating his circumstances for his advantage or complaining 
about the speed of his rise.  When his outstanding natural gifts were being ignored, he was 
content to wait on God’s leading and guidance.  He remained faithful to his calling wherever 
providence placed him.  However, all through this process this young man will continue to face 
testing.  God will be behind the crisis of events unfolding in this chapter.  When Daniel 
submitted without compromise to God’s word, the Lord can now use him not just in a choice 
local ministry, but also to be a vehicle to reveal the history of the world.  A man of this character 
can be used by God to influence generations to come. 

This second chapter has been called “The A, B, C of Bible prophecy” and contrasted with 
the book of Revelation, which is sometimes called “the X, Y, Z of Bible prophecy!”  It is a 
pivotal chapter laden with prophetic truth.  Everything here is significant and true.  It is a 
comprehensive picture of world history from the time of Daniel to the second advent of Christ.  
From our perspective most is now past history and only a small part is still in the future.  With 
the vantage of our hindsight, we can see how wonderfully accurate these prophecies were. 

We tend to think that we are very significant and powerful.  Nations and individuals erect 
monuments for their glory.  Yet as Michael Barrett points out, 

The monotony of the death-life cycle is fueled by the perpetual loss of memory.  “There 
is no remembrance of former things: neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come 
with those that shall come after” (Ecclesiastes 1:11).  Every tombstone testifies to a life that 
was full of incidents momentarily and personally important, but now forgotten.  How 
many buildings and roads bear the names of individuals who for a brief while others 
thought to be important, but whose names are now nothing more than points for 
direction? 

But a chapter like this is a very humbling chapter.  It truly demonstrates that only God is 
truly omniscient and absolutely sovereign over this world.  Kingdoms and Empires rise and fall 
according to His will.  Everything that has happened or will happen is under God’s control.  
Even the most powerful men and governments are under His control.  God can reveal the future 
because He controls time.  We need to always observe that His control has not ceased in our 
day.  He is still ruling over our world and our lives.  James Montgomery Boice observes, 

If God does not control our lives - from the actions of kings and others in positions of 
power to the most minute circumstances - then everything in life is uncertain.  We are 
victims of circumstances, and whatever happens will happen.  Que sera, sera!  But if God 
is sovereign, as the Bible declares Him to be, and if He is our God - if the promises He 
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makes and the actions He takes are certain of fulfillment - then we can be confident of 
the future and know that we will be able to live our lives in a way that will please God. 

 

And in  the  s e cond year  o f  the  r e i gn  o f  Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams,  wherewi th  h i s  

sp ir i t  was t roub led ,  and h is  s l e ep  brake f rom him. Then the  king  commanded to  ca l l  the  magi c ians ,  and the  

as t ro loger s ,  and the  sor c er er s ,  and the  Chaldeans ,  fo r  to  shew the  king  h i s  dreams.  So they  came and s tood 

be fore  the  king .  And the  king  sa id  unto  them, I  have  dreamed a dream, and my sp ir i t  was t roub led  to  know 

the  dream. (v1-3) 

God shows His sovereignty by speaking to this man in a dream.  In the OT the Lord revealed 
truths commonly through dreams (Numbers 12:6).  Indeed, the Lord previously used dreams to 
give revelation to Gentile rulers such as Abimelech (Genesis 20:3) and Pharaoh (Genesis 41:1-8).  
The fact that God gave it to a Gentile rather than a Hebrew ruler is a rebuke of the apostasy in 
His chosen people.  

Even the most powerful men in the world cannot control their sleep (cf. Esther 6:1).  God 
can drive sleep from any man.  Despite his unrivalled military and material success, we are told 
that Nebuchadnezzar “was troubled.”  He typifies the restlessness of a heart that knows no peace 
with God.  Such men spend half their life seeking the things of this world and the other half 
trying to keep them.  However, wealth and power cannot buy peace in your soul, as God can 
trouble you.  The things of this world cannot provide the answers to the disquieting questions of 
our futures.  Steve Zeisler sums this up, 

Therein was Nebuchadnezzar’s problem.  At night in the darkness, when he closed his 
eyes, God was striding through his life revealing things about him, calling choices into 
question, requiring answers.  No authority Nebuchadnezzar could command in the 
daytime did him any good at night.  He could not make the dreams stop. 

The great monarch’s heart is controlled by a sovereign God, “The king’s heart is in the hand of 
the LORD, as the rivers of water: He turneth it whithersoever He will” (Proverbs 21:1).  God gave the 
dream and then, at least in part, removed it from him. 

Daniel reveals in v28 that these dreams came to him “upon thy bed” and seems to suggest 
that it was a result of Nebuchadnezzar’s interest in the future, ”thy thoughts came into thy mind upon 
thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter” (v29).  This man in his lifetime had seen the Egyptians and 
the Israelites defeated, the Assyrian empire disappeared, as well as the recent passing of his own 
father, Nabopolasser.  Nebuchadnezzar must have been cognisant that despite his courtiers 
expressing, “O king, live for ever” (v4) that the same future would await him.  Was “Babylon the 
Great” really as great as others said?  In this respect, he was wiser than most men, as so many 
live for the present only.  Probably, the dream of the destruction of the image particularly 
disturbed him as he had many dreams (v1) but he cites one in particular that troubled him (v3). 

With this deep sense of foreboding, Nebuchadnezzar seeks the great and the good of this 
world’s wisdom to help.  These “the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans” 
were the “wise men” (v27) who could practise sorcery by means of occultish practices.  The 
astrologers kept very accurate records of the movements of the planets with the belief they could 
interpret the future.  Archaeology shows that the Babylonians were greatly impressed by dreams 
and that they kept extensive manuals on dream interpretations. 
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This group was the best of man’s wisdom, yet we will find neither can they see nor can 
they understand spiritual truths of the future.  The greatest of man’s wisdom and false religion is 
exposed as futile in a real moment of crisis.  All the education and experience of Babylon cannot 
help.  Daniel later made it clear that spiritual truths cannot be understood by the world, “The 
secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew 
unto the king” (v27).  The same is true today.  The Scientific and philosophical world cannot 
understand or interpret the future of this world (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:14). 

It is not revealed why Nebuchadnezzar asked them, “to shew the king his dreams.” (v2)  
Clearly, he knew he had a dream and that there was some fearful significance to it.  This 
assignment was nothing like what he had ever given them before.  It is likely that 
Nebuchadnezzar remembered at least part of the dream or else he could not truly test these wise 
men.  The king was renown for his wisdom and shrewdness so it may be that he also had grown 
cynical of their occultish claims and sought to use this as a test.  He devised a strategy that would 
set an objective standard for veracity.  Nebuchadnezzar would feel confident to trust their 
interpretation if they could recount the details of the dream.  
 

Then spake the  Chaldeans to  the  king  in  Syr iack,  O king ,  l i v e  fo r  ever :  t e l l  thy  s ervants  the  dream, and we 

wi l l  shew the  in t erpre ta t ion .  The king  answered  and sa id  to  the  Chaldeans ,  The th ing  i s  gone  f rom me:  i f  y e  

wi l l  no t  make known unto  me the  dream, wi th  the  in t e rpre ta t ion thereo f ,  y e  sha l l  be  cu t  in  p i e c e s ,  and your  

houses  sha l l  be  made a  dunghi l l .  But  i f  y e  shew the  dream, and the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  y e  sha l l  r e c e iv e  o f  

me g i f t s  and rewards  and grea t  honour :  there for e  shew me the  dream, and the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .  (v4-6) 

These men were in a panic now so they try to flatter him, “O king, live for ever: tell thy servants” (v4) 
so that they could at least cobble together a concocted interpretation to explain the dream to 
him.  The king did not buy into this evasion and claims, “The thing is gone from me.”  His repeated 
demand, “therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof” had a sound implied premise – if 
these men really had divine wisdom to interpret the dream accurately, then surely they could also 
discern the actual dream.  Joseph Seiss puts it bluntly, “If these men failed, it was the laying 
prostrate of all the wisdom, power, and art of man.” 

Nebuchadnezzar not only repeats his request, but this time adds a threat.  As a typical 
ruthless despot, his ultimatum was swift and terrifying, “if ye will not make known unto me the dream, 
with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.” (v5)  This 
process described here was the ultimate public shaming.  The fact that this was to be 
indiscriminately applied showed the fury of this man’s temper and the lack of self-control.  
However, God would work through his wrong motives to prove categorically who really is 
sovereign and wise in this world.  This is God’s test to all false gods and beliefs, “Produce your 
cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and 
shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know 
the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come. Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.”  (Isaiah 41:21-
23) 

This chapter exposes man’s inability contrasted with God’s sufficiency.  Nebuchadnezzar 
will learn that no matter how great you are, man cannot control the future.  Swindoll points out, 
“Sovereignty and Sorcery are as far apart as heaven and hell!”  This incident would also be God’s 
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means of raising up His faithful young servant.  MacArthur notes, “it sets up Daniel for the rest 
of the years of his life as the mouthpiece of God unequaled by any of the Babylonian wise men.” 

They answered  aga in and sa id ,  Let  the  king  t e l l  h i s  s e rvants  the  dream, and we wi l l  shew the  in t erpre ta t ion 

o f  i t .  The king answered  and sa id ,  I  know o f  c e r ta in ty  that  y e  would  ga in the  t ime ,  be cause  y e  s e e  the  th ing  i s  

gone  f rom me.  But  i f  y e  wi l l  no t  make known unto  me the  dream, there  i s  but  one  de cr e e  fo r  you :  fo r  y e  have  

prepared ly ing  and corrupt  words  to  speak be fore  me ,  t i l l  the  t ime be  changed :  there for e  t e l l  me the  dream, and 

I  sha l l  know that  y e  can shew me the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .  (v7-9)  

These men know Nebuchadnezzar is more than capable of executing his threats.  They are 
getting more desperate, as the reality of the threat to their lives is spelled out graphically to them.  
So they plead, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it.”  Their 
grand claims and promises have now been put to the ultimate test and all can see that it is just a 
sham.  Even these leading proponents of their own system are no longer confident of its 
efficacy! 

Nebuchadnezzar is not taken in by this latest ruse.  He senses that they are stalling for time 
and that their acclaimed system of interpretation is impotent, “I know of certainty that ye would gain 
the time.” (v8)  The language he uses indicates his cynicism that they were charlatans in their 
previous claims, “for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me.” (v9)  So he repeats that 
these must live up to their previous claims, “therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew 
me the interpretation thereof.” (v9) 

The Chaldeans answered  be fore  the  king ,  and sa id ,  There  i s  no t  a  man upon the  ear th  that  can shew the  

king ’ s  mat t er :  ther e for e  there  i s  no  king ,  lo rd ,  nor  ru l e r ,  that  asked such th ings  a t  any magi c ian ,  or  

as t ro loger ,  o r  Chaldean.  And i t  i s  a  rare  th ing  that  the  king  r equir e th ,  and there  i s  none  o ther  that  can shew 

i t  be fore  the  king ,  excep t  the  gods ,  whose  dwe l l ing  i s  no t  wi th  f l e sh .  (v10-11) 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream has become these men’s worst nightmare!  The exchange is going from 
bad to worse.  Stripped of all credibility, in absolute desperation they are totally candid as they try 
to reason with the terrifying monarch.  They seek to justify their inability and effectively accuse 
the king as being unreasonable, “There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king’s matter.” (10)  
We must see God working here because their admission sets the stage for Daniel to enter the 
situation exactly as God planned.  It will also begin the process of God spiritually awakening the 
heart of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Ironically, these men also confess, “there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the 
gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” (v11)  These men claimed to have access to the divine mind but 
now they impliedly accept they are truly limited.  Their fake predictions and pretensions do not 
allow them to read the future.  It is an admission of guilt that their previous interpretations were 
inaccurate and fabrications.  Today, the world is filled with similar “wise men” making equally 
outlandish and fallacious claims as to their abilities to understand the future.  MacArthur makes a 
good application,  

Listen, if you think that anybody could really predict the future on the Earth, you’re 
wrong.  If you think there’s anything to that horoscope stuff other than demonic 
influence and mind control, you’re wrong.  There is no such thing as reading the future.  
The only place you’re going to read the future is in the Bible when God talks about 
it…. That may well be an indication that Satan can’t read our minds.  Because if Satan 
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could read our minds then, believe me, he could interpret our dreams and he could 
reiterate our thoughts. 

 

For  th i s  cause  the  king  was angry  and very  fur ious ,  and commanded to  des t roy  a l l  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon .  

And the  de cr e e  went  for th  that  the  wise  men should  be  s la in ;  and they  sought  Danie l  and h is  f e l l ows to  be  

s la in .  (v12-13) 

Nebuchadnezzar is not fooled by their rationalizations and excuses.  He wants the truth and not 
his ears tickled!  By their own mouths they were now condemned.  They admitted their 
limitations and also the impotence of their gods.  He could see their powerlessness and their 
dishonesty in their previous interpretations.  These “wise men” were not as “wise” as they 
claimed to be! 

Oriental kings were notoriously temperamental.  Nebuchadnezzar’s fury erupts and it must 
have been a fearful sight.  These men had boasted in their connections to the gods and their 
ability to reveal secrets so his test of a simple dream was far from unreasonable.  Typical of 
absolute dictators, he rashly pronounces judgment and applies it indiscriminately.  It may be also 
an indication of how agitated he was about this dream.  MacArthur comments, 

Now that’s the stupidity of anger.  Anger never knows any limits.  Anger never draws 
any parameters.  Anger just smashes everybody who gets in front of it.  He is mad.  He 
is mad, number one, because he’s afraid.  He’s scared to death about the dream he had.  
He is mad because he can’t remember the details.  He is mad because he can’t trust his 
wise men.  And if he can’t trust his wise men to tell him the truth now, he’s sure that all 
the things they’ve been telling him in the past are probably phony things too and he’s 
upset because they criticize him and say he has no right to ask that.  And he is mad, he 
is furious, he has stooped to the depths that some monarchs go to when their particular 
wills are crossed. 

Daniel and his friends are not consulted and appear to be unaware of what has transpired.  
Yet, by default they are caught up in this rash capital sentence judgment.  How will they react 
when they hear the news?  Will they panic and blame God for such ill-fortune?  Will they 
attempt to use their own natural wisdom to escape the edict? 

The future seems bleak for God’s faithful young servants.  Yet even when your life is 
hanging by a thread, if God is holding that thread then it is stronger than chains of steel.  God is 
in complete control of the circumstances and is working out His sovereign purposes for His 
glory.  He had already prepared His choice servant for this moment, “As for these four children, God 
gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and 
dreams” (1:17).  

By divine design, this situation looks hopeless, which will allow God’s intervention to be 
undeniable.  Jehovah will prove that only He can foretell the future because He controls it.  
While doing so, He will orchestrate the events so He can deliver His choice servants and 
promote them further within the Babylonian kingdom.  One cannot but help being struck with 
the similarity in the unexpected manner that providence directed the promotion of Joseph from 
a prisoner to a respected Prime Minister.  Man’s obstacles and impossibilities are simply the 
Lord’s opportunities to show His greatness and thus reflect His glory.  There is no impossible 
situation for our God.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. How are you tempted to follow the wisdom of this world as to your future and your 
family’s future? 

2. What does this teach us about who really controls this world? 

3. Do we need to manipulate circumstances or engage in office politics in order to be 
promoted?  If not, why not? 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

A Powerful Prayer Meeting (Daniel 2:14-15) 

 

Things look particularly bleak for Daniel and his three friends.  The capital decree has gone out 
from the impetuous king and they are just moments away from a cruel and humiliating death.  At 
times like this when everything looks beyond human help, God delights to step in.  That is why 
we should be careful not to judge God’s purposes by merely our outward circumstances.  The 
Puritan, Thomas Watson once wrote, “God is to be trusted when His providences seem to run 
contrary to His promises.”  God has orchestrated all these events for His glory.  Gleason Archer 
notes, 

The stage was now set to show the reality, wisdom, and power of the one true God – 
Yahweh - as over against the inarticulate and impotent imaginary gods the magicians 
worshiped.  It is the same general theme that dominates the remainder of the book and 
serves to remind the Hebrew nation that despite their own failure, collapse, and 
banishment into exile, the God of Israel remains as omnipotent as He ever was in the 
days of Moses and that His covenantal love remains as steadfast toward the seed of 
Abraham as it ever had been. 

God had already prepared the heart of Daniel by testing his faith in chapter one.  
Doubtless, spiritually strengthened by this incident, Daniel is now ready for the next crisis.  Many 
people can look impressive in times of prosperity.  It is only when the storms of life hit that we 
see just how frail they are.  But Daniel is God’s man and the crisis will just be another 
opportunity for him to witness how great his God is.  Everyone else has lost control, but not the 
man whose heart is centred on God.  He knows his destiny rested in God’s sovereign will.  A 
man standing on the unshakeable rock of God’s word cannot be moved.  Centuries later another 
man of granite declared, “And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that shall befall me there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. But none o f  these  things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God.” (Acts 20:22-24) 

Then Danie l  answered  wi th  counse l  and wisdom to  Arioch the  capta in  o f  the  king ’ s  guard ,  whi ch was gone  

for th  to  s lay  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon :  He answered  and sa id  to  Arioch  the  king ’ s  capta in ,  Why i s  the  de c r e e  

so  has ty  f rom the  king? Then Arioch made the  th ing  known to  Danie l .  Then Danie l  went  in ,  and des i r ed  o f  

the  king  that  he  would  g ive  h im t ime ,  and that  he  would  shew the  king  the  in t erpre ta t ion .  (v14-16) 

Daniel could not afford to be passive here as the clock was ticking on his life.  Trusting God 
does not mean we neglect to exercise our responsibility to seek to ascertain the facts.  
Throughout his life he acts with dignity and decorum.  Here Daniel’s discretion once again 
exhibits his God-given wisdom and maturity.  We tend to forget that this is still just a young 
teenager.  Deffinbaugh makes an interesting observation, 

Daniel did not seek prominence.  He did not set his sights on spiritual leadership.  He 
sought to be faithful to his God and to his calling.  It was only when he was put 
“between a rock and a hard place” that he stepped forward.  It is often in the crisis 
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situations of life that leaders emerge.  So it was with Daniel.  He was, in a sense, forced 
to lead.  Had he not acted as he did (humanly speaking), he and his three friends would 
have died.  Daniel’s leadership came about when he acted out of necessity and out of 
faith, in a way that set him apart from the rest.  This seems to be the way most of the 
leaders in the Bible were set apart.  

Daniel doesn’t panic or lash out at the man sent to take away his life.  Executioners are not 
known for their patience or sympathy, especially for junior foreign officials.  But as Daniel 
maintains his testimony, God intervenes and helps him as, “Then Arioch made the thing known to 
Daniel.” (v15)  Clearly, God had worked on Arioch’s heart to respect Daniel and grant him 
favour (cf. Daniel 1:9; Genesis 39:21-23).  Not only that, but providence opened the door for an 
audience with the enraged king.  It was no insignificant event to be granted an audience with an 
oriental king (cf. Esther 4:11). 

Daniel now has to handle the volatile and recently enraged monarch.  Again, we must 
marvel at the composure and faith of one so young.  He seems in complete control throughout 
such a traumatic crisis.  When you fear God’s face, you have no fear of any earthly monarch 
(Proverbs 29:25).  This young man marched to a different drumbeat from others.  Daniel does 
not plead for his life or murmur about the injustice of Nebuchadnezzar’s decree.  Nor does he 
make demands but simply, “desired of the king that he would give him time.” (v16) 

Enlightened now as to the problem, Daniel knows that there is a solution.  Daniel is not 
self-confident, but God-confident.  Unlike the “wise men” he knows the One who has all the 
answers.  He was so convinced in the power of God that he knew that with time to pray, “that he 
would shew the king the interpretation.” (v16)  It would have been most unusual if Daniel had not 
have recognized the parallel with his circumstances and that of Joseph.  Although Daniel would 
have known how God revealed the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams to Joseph, there was no 
biblical precedent for being able to describe an unrevealed dream as well as interpret it at the 
same time.  This confidence had to be by faith alone.  

Unlike the “wise men” of Babylon, this man knew the God who could reveal dreams and 
their interpretation.  They worshipped the stars but Daniel worshipped the One who reigned 
from the heavens over all of the stars.  When you fear God more than any man, then God can 
use you.  This young man lived up to his later words, “the people that do know their God shall be 
strong, and do exploits.” (Daniel 11:32b).  Knowing God and His power allows you to be confident 
in any crisis.  Indeed, why seek God if you don’t have confidence in Him?  MacArthur points 
out, “If you can’t stay composed in a crisis, you’re never really going to have an effective long-
range ministry because ministry is all about meeting one crisis after another.” 

Then Danie l  went  to  h i s  house ,  and made the  th ing  known to  Hananiah,  Mishae l ,  and Azariah ,  h i s  

companions :  That  they  would des i r e  merc i e s  o f  the  God o f  heaven concern ing  th i s  s e c r e t ;  that  Danie l  and h is  

f e l l ows shou ld  not  per i sh  wi th  the  r e s t  o f  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon .  (v17-18) 

Evidently the king acceded to this request as Daniel is released to go to his own house.  Again 
providence, works on the heart of the king as Daniel steps out in confident faith.  He knew it 
was no more difficult for God to reveal the dream and interpretation to him than to merely 
provide the interpretation.  The time that Nebuchadnezzar refused to grant to the others, he 
now grants to Daniel. 
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Praying friends are a wonderful blessing.  It shows the benefit in having godly friends in a 
crisis.  Now, Daniel and his three companions do not trust in their natural abilities or even 
Daniel’s past experiences with the spiritual gifts bestowed on him in relation to dreams (1:17).  
They do not presume upon these gifts but they knew that only the “mercies of the God of heaven” 
could save them.  There would be no mercy with Nebuchadnezzar until they found mercy first 
with God.  This immediate intercession was undoubtedly the secret of their personal holiness 
and their public achievements. 

Strauss observes, “In prayer meetings such as this, history has been made.”  Like Hezekiah 
did when he received the intimidating letter of the King of Assyria years before, they simply 
placed the matter before the Lord.  These young men set a great example as to what to do first in 
a crisis – do not panic but pray!  All too often we will try every avenue before prayer.  We argue 
that we believe God has all power and wisdom, but then refuse to trust in Him.  Our creed and 
our conduct must be consistent.  MacArthur is right to observe, 

God’s very special servants are people of prayer, greatly dependent on Him.  Now 
Daniel could’ve said, “With my character, I’m righteous.  I have nothing to fear.”  Why 
I have the gift of dreams and visions. Why I have a past record of great successes.  Why 
I feel confident and able to do this whole deal.  I’ll just go in there and then do it….. I 
don’t care what your gifts are, I don’t care what your record of success is, I don’t care 
how highly you evaluate your competence.  Anybody who goes into any kind of a crisis 
ministry knows full well that you go in first of all on your knees or you’re the biggest 
fool of all.  He didn’t expect to receive what he needed without prayer. 

This would be quite a prayer meeting, as they would be living on borrowed time.  God 
delights in hearing the cries of His children.  He thus encouraged Jeremiah, “Call unto me, and I 
will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not” (Jeremiah 33:3).  The 
psalmist has a similar promise, “And call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify Me” (Psalm 50:15). 

Then was the  s e c r e t  r evea l ed  unto  Danie l  in  a  n ight  v i s ion .  Then Danie l  b l e s s ed  the  God o f  heaven .  Danie l  

answered  and sa id ,  Bles s ed  be  the  name o f  God for  ever  and ever :  fo r  wisdom and might  are  His :  And He 

change th  the  t imes  and the  s easons :  He remove th  kings ,  and se t t e th  up kings:  He g ive th  wisdom unto  the  wise ,  

and knowledge  to  them that  know unders tanding :  He revea l e th  the  deep  and se c r e t  th ings :  He knoweth what  

i s  in  the  darkness ,  and the  l i gh t  dwe l l e th  wi th  Him. I  thank Thee ,  and pra is e  Thee ,  O thou God o f  my 

fa thers ,  who has t  g iv en  me wisdom and might ,  and has t  made known unto  me now what  we des i r ed  o f  Thee :  

fo r  Thou has t  now made known unto  us  the  king ’ s  mat t er .  (v19-23) 

The “Then” here is the consequences of seeking God in prayer.  The chronological order is not 
without significance.  God says we are to, “call upon Me in the day of trouble” and then He promises, 
“I will deliver thee” (Psalm 50:15).  Unsurprisingly, Daniel’s faith is rewarded, as “the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).  Daniel was certainly a righteous man (cf. 
Ezekiel 14:14).  God is always greater than your greatest problem.  A.W. Tozer points out, 

Whatever God can do faith can do, and whatever faith can do prayer can do when it is 
offered in faith.  An invitation to prayer is, therefore, an invitation to omnipotence, for 
prayer engages the Omnipotent God and brings Him into our human affairs.  Nothing 
is impossible to the man who prays in faith, just as nothing is impossible with God.  
This generation has yet to prove all that prayer can do for believing men and women. 
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The next “Then” is also significant.  Rather than be filled with pride or run hastily to 
Nebuchadnezzar to demonstrate his prophetic powers we read, “Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven.” (v19)  God’s amazing answer leads Daniel to respond with a hymn or doxology of praise.  
Daniel’s understanding of the dream is tied into his understanding of God’s sovereignty, wisdom 
and power.  It shows the depth of his theological understanding.  The number of times he refers 
to God’s work is amazing.  Including the proper nouns and pronouns he will refer to God at 
least 13 times.  The focus is not on Daniel, but on God.  It is a timeless model on how to 
respond to such an answer to prayer. 

Daniel recognised that God had answered specifically their prayer, “hast made known unto me 
now what we desired of Thee: for Thou hast now made known unto us the king’s matter.” (v23)  These young 
men had laid hold of God in prayer and got the answer.  All too often we forget to thank and 
praise God for His mercy to us (cf. Luke 17:12-19).  Interestingly, this incident shows that the 
sovereignty of God does not preclude prayer, but rather includes it.  Daniel is the written 
personal testimony of God’s sovereign works in a man’s life. 

We get an insight by these words into the heart of this godly young man.  Daniel knew that 
his recently acquired knowledge was not due to anything in him, “O thou God of my fathers, who hast 
given me wisdom and might.” (v23)  Despite his incredible natural talents and abilities, he claims no 
credit for himself.  All glory goes to God.  Daniel was also cognisant that there was nothing wise 
about the “wise men” of Babylon, “for wisdom and might are His.” (v20)  We get another insight 
here into the fact that Daniel could see that God was sovereign in this world and not 
Nebuchadnezzar, “He removeth kings, and setteth up kings.” (v21)  He praises God that God is in 
control of history.  

This Is  My Father ’s  World  

Oh, le t  me ne ’er  forget  

That though the wrong seems o f t  so s trong,  

God is  the Ruler  ye t .  

The application is obvious for us today.  If God has all wisdom and power to govern the 
universe sovereignly in Daniel’s day, does He not still do so today?  The terms “chance”, “fate” 
or “coincidence” are not part of a Christian’s vocabulary.  Human history is still under His 
control, “The LORD hath prepared His throne in the heavens; and His kingdom ruleth over all” (Psalm 
103:19).  It is God who stands as the silent director behind the scenes and controls the scenes 
He is behind!  

We like to rule our own lives.  Constantly we chafe against the truth that God is the One 
in control.  The only way to be truly wise is not to follow the empty wisdom of Babylon, but the 
wisdom of Daniel and bow our heads before God’s sovereign will.  It will make all the difference 
in the world to our lives the quicker we learn and practise this.  We too can be sure that our 
times are in God’s hands.  Should we not seek Him the same way for the same wisdom and 
insight for our lives?  Did He not promise through the inspired writer, “If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5).  
Daniel’s example is still the prudent course to follow. 
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There fore  Danie l  went  in  unto  Arioch ,  whom the  king  had ordained to  des t roy  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon :  he  

went  and sa id  thus  unto  h im; Destroy  not  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon :  br ing  me in  be fore  the  king ,  and I  wi l l  

shew unto  the  king  the  in t erpre ta t ion .  Then Arioch brought  in  Danie l  be for e  the  king  in  has t e ,  and sa id  thus  

unto  h im, I  have  found a man o f  the  capt iv e s  o f  Judah,  that  wi l l  make known unto  the  king  the  

in t e rpre ta t ion .  (v24-25) 

Daniel shows another side to his character here – consideration and compassion, “Destroy not the 
wise men of Babylon.” (v24)  He could have reasoned these men deserved their judgment or that 
removing potential rivals would smooth his path to the top.  But that is not the heart of God’s 
man in Babylon.  His next thought after praising God is care for his fellow men.  He knew these 
pagan “wise men” were blinded in spiritual darkness.  Their eternal destiny hung in the balance.  

We see the great confidence in the Word of God that Daniel has, “Destroy not the wise men of 
Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation.” (v24)  His poise and 
assurance are remarkable.  There is not a hint of doubt or uncertainty in his words.  He believed 
that God had truly spoken. 

Arioch is in a rush.  He knows that many lives are in the balance.  He also seems to sense 
an opportunity to claim credit for discovering the talent of Daniel with his self-serving statement, 
‘I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation.” (v25)  
There are always unscrupulous people who want to take advantage of the grace of God in our 
lives.  They do not want God to get the credit for His power. 

Daniel has received the greatest history lesson ever given, but now he has to teach it.  This 
will be a difficult message to deliver to this proud and capricious monarch that his kingdom is 
not everlasting.  The clear implication was that Nebuchadnezzar was not in control of his 
kingdom but Jehovah was.  There will also be the temptation to take advantage, like Arioch, for 
Daniel’s personal gain.  After all, the king promised “gifts and rewards and great honour” (v6) for a 
true interpretation.  Daniel could have reasoned that there is no need to put a “spiritual edge” on 
this, as this was a pagan king and he would not understand about the Hebrew view of Jehovah.  
The next conversation will reveal another part of Daniel’s character.  Would he dilute the 
message?  Would he make it more palatable to the ears of his listeners? 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. In times of crisis, do you respond with wisdom and prayer and thanksgiving? 

2. If God controls this world, why should we pray? 

3. Why is it all too easy to take credit for our natural talents and achievements? 
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CHAPTER SIX 
 

An Everlasting Kingdom (Daniel 2:26-49) 
 

Daniel now faces another daunting exchange with the proud and temperamental monarch.  The 
king’s anger and volatility previously indicate that he is in a particularly agitated state.  In such a 
moment, Daniel will have to tell this man who rules the Eastern world that his kingdom will not 
be everlasting and its destiny did not even lie within his powers.  Indeed, the Babylonian Empire 
will not survive half a century after the demise of Nebuchadnezzar.  

Once again we must marvel at the courage and composure of God’s man in this crisis.  
Unlike the wise men of Babylon, he cared less about what the king thought about him than 
telling God’s truth.  The famous New England Puritan minister, Thomas Hooker had no fear of 
preaching to royalty.  It was remarked of him, “Hooker, when he preaches seems to grow in size 
until you would have thought he could have picked up a king and put him in his pocket.” 

As he unfolds this glorious panorama of human history of “what shall be in the latter days” 
(v28), Daniel will show Nebuchadnezzar the future before the curtain arises over the scene, 
including the future of the Gentile kingdoms.  This has already lasted over 2,500 years.  This will 
convey the fact of God’s absolute sovereignty over history, as the only way He can reveal the 
future is if He controls it.  This axiom the great monarch will later acknowledge, “And all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?” (Daniel 
4:35) 

This chapter would also comfort the people of God in exile who saw their beloved temple 
and city desecrated and destroyed.  It would prove to them that God had not finished with Israel 
and He is faithful to His covenant promises.  God looks and works best in impossible positions 
from man’s perspective, as man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. 

The king answered  and sa id  to  Danie l ,  whose  name was Be l t e shazzar ,  Art  thou ab le  to  make known unto  me 

the  dream which I  have  s e en ,  and the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f?  (v26) 

This question will be a subtle temptation for Daniel.  Many are the heroes in all their stories, 
despite the fact that it was God working it all through them.  The king’s question gives Daniel a 
perfect opportunity to boast and to advance his own position and reputation.  He could even be 
tempted to negotiate repatriation to his homeland in Judah with a ruling position there.  Lesser 
men would have capitulated, but not Daniel.  He will exhibit the same humility as his illustrious 
predecessor Joseph when faced with the same temptation before the great Pharaoh humbled 
himself and exalted the Lord, “And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none 
that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. And Joseph 
answered Pharaoh, saying, I t  i s  not  in me:  God shal l  g ive  Pharaoh an answer o f  peace .” (Genesis 
41:15-16) 

Danie l  answered  in  the  presence  o f  the  king ,  and sa id ,  The s e c r e t  which  the  king  hath demanded cannot  the  

wise  men,  the  as t ro loger s ,  the  magi c ians ,  the  soo thsayers ,  shew unto  the  king ;  But  there  i s  a  God in  heaven 

that  r evea l e th  s e c r e t s ,  and maketh known to  the  king  Nebuchadnezzar what  sha l l  be  in  the  la t t e r  days .  Thy 

dream, and the  v i s ions  o f  thy  head upon thy  bed ,  are  these ;  (v27 -28) 
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Daniel seizes the opportunity to lift up the Lord before the greatest monarch in the East.  There 
is only one person we as believers should exalt in our lives, “….He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:31).  Walvoord correctly notes, “Daniel’s answer is a masterpiece of 
setting the matter in its proper light and giving God the glory.”  He truly lived out Matthew 5:16, 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.”  

Daniel was not trying to humiliate here his contemporaries and rivals when he pointed out, 
“The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, 
shew unto the king.” (v27)  But he wanted to ensure that God gets the greatest glory before men.  
His hearers had to be brought to see the limitations of human wisdom.  In so doing Daniel will 
conclusively prove that the wisdom of men and the gods of Babylon are impotent.  There was 
nothing controversial in setting forth the helplessness of man as these “wise men” had confessed 
as such in v10-11.  

After demonstrating the limitations of man’s wisdom, Daniel contrasts with the divine, 
“But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall 
be in the latter days.” (v28)  Whereas man is limited, there is no limitations in God’s knowledge, 
“He telleth the number of the stars; He calleth them all by their names. Great is our Lord, and of great power: 
His understanding is infinite” (Psalm 147:4-5).  

As for  thee ,  O king ,  thy  thoughts  came in to  thy  mind upon thy  bed ,  what  shou ld  come to  pass  herea f t e r :  and 

He that  r evea l e th  s e c r e t s  maketh known to  thee  what  sha l l  come to  pass .  But  as  fo r  me ,  th i s  s e c r e t  i s  no t  

r evea l ed  to  me for  any wisdom that  I  have  more  than any l i v ing ,  but  fo r  the i r  sakes  that  sha l l  make known 

the  in t erpre ta t ion to  the  king ,  and that  thou mightes t  know the  thoughts  o f  thy  hear t .  (v29-30) 

This statement must have come as a great surprise to Nebuchadnezzar that God had revealed his 
most intimate thoughts as he lay on his bed.  There is no way from a human perspective that 
Daniel would know this.  The great monarch was contemplating the future with uncertainty in 
his mind.  Men may exalt him as divine by words but deep down he knew that he was limited in 
many ways.  Every man has a consciousness of eternity, “He hath set the world in their heart, so that 
no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end” (Ecclesiastes 3:11) and God’s 
judgment on sin (cf. Romans 1:32). Derek Thomas notes,  

Nebuchadnezzar is the greatest power on earth, but in this dream all he is is a spectator.  
God is the one who is controlling history.  All Nebuchadnezzar can do is look on 
because he doesn’t call the shots, God does. 

Daniel then pauses to consider himself in light of all of this.  He wants to underline that 
there is nothing in him, “But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than 
any living.” (v30)  Daniel proves here that he not only knows who God is but also he knows who 
Daniel is!  He knows that God is everything and Daniel is nothing, but the mere instrument of 
revelation.  This is a wonderful picture of humility for one so young and so gifted by God, 
especially as he had been given a revelation to the future like no other before him.  There is a 
marked contrast between Arioch (v25) and Daniel in these verses.  This gives us an insight into 
why God could trust such a young man with such a profound revelation.  

Thou,  O king ,  sawes t ,  and beho ld  a  grea t  image .  This  gr ea t  image ,  whose  br ightness  was exce l l en t ,  s tood 

be fore  thee ;  and the  form thereo f  was t e r r ib l e .  This  image ’ s  head was o f  f ine  go ld ,  h i s  breas t  and h is  arms o f  

s i l v e r ,  h i s  be l l y  and h is  th ighs  o f  brass ,  His  l eg s  o f  i ron ,  h i s  f e e t  par t  o f  i ron and par t  o f  c lay .  Thou sawes t  
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t i l l  that  a  s tone  was cu t  out  wi thout  hands ,  whi ch  smote  the  image  upon h i s  f e e t  that  were  o f  i ron and c lay ,  

and brake them to  p i e c e s .  Then was the  i ron ,  the  c lay ,  the  brass ,  the  s i l v er ,  and the  go ld ,  broken to  p i e c e s  

toge ther ,  and became l ike  the  cha f f  o f  the  summer thresh ing  f loors ;  and the  wind carr i ed  them away ,  that  no  

p lace  was found for  them: and the  s ton e  that  smote  the  image  be came a  gr ea t  mounta in ,  and f i l l ed  the  who le  

ear th .  This  i s  the  dream; and we wi l l  t e l l  the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f  be for e  the  king .  (v31-36) 

This truly was a disturbing dream that is both simple and strange.  It is no wonder that 
Nebuchadnezzar was “troubled” by insomnia!  A number of observations should be made about 
this vision.  It is eschatological of “what shall be in the latter days” (v28), so it is not just to be 
applied to the times of Daniel.  There are four metallic parts to the image seen – gold, silver, 
brass, and iron.  These metals are presented as a sequence.  They show a pattern of declining in 
value or preciousness, yet an increase in strength.  Some commentators have pointed out that 
there is a decline in the gravity of each metallic element, which would make the image more 
brittle as you go from head to toe.  This is exaggerated at the base as the mixture of iron and clay 
is very unstable.  Yet all make up the “great image” in the form of an image of a man.  

It must also be noted at this point that the stone that destroys the spectacular image is of a 
different character from the metallic parts, yet its power and extend is greater than the might of 
the metallic parts, “became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” (v35)  Although the stone has 
these differences in essence, the vision portrays this stone replacing the function of the metallic 
parts.  The stone will replace forever what the image once was.  This is an essential point because 
if the image reflects earthly kingdoms, then the stone must replace them with an earthly 
kingdom.  We must also note that the image was shaped in the form of a man, yet the stone is 
not from human hands as we are told, “a stone was cut out without hands.” (v34) 

One last thought that will enable a proper interpretation is to observe the point of the 
destruction.  The image that had appeared as so formidable and spectacular had been blown 
away so not a trace remained.  The stone will not destroy the legs of iron, but “smote the image upon 
his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.” (v34)  Only when that is finally done do we 
see, “Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them.” (v35)   
So whatever the feet of iron and clay are will determine the timing of the destruction of what the 
whole image represents once and for all.  

Daniel has no doubt in God’s revelation, “This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation 
thereof before the king.”(v36)  He is a young man that truly is confident in God’s power and God’s 
word.  It is notable that the king does not interrupt him, as clearly he had identified every 
significant detail in the dream.  Probably Nebuchadnezzar was silenced in awe and fear with what 
he was hearing.  Only a perfect sovereign God could give a perfect insight into the hidden 
thoughts of the heart and give a perfect interpretation as to what they mean for the future.  

Thou,  O king ,  ar t  a  king  o f  kings :  fo r  the  God o f  heaven hath g iven thee  a  kingdom, power ,  and s t r eng th ,  

and g lory .  And wheresoever  the  ch i ldren o f  men dwe l l ,  the  beas t s  o f  the  f i e ld  and the  fowls  o f  the  heaven hath 

He g iven in to  th ine  hand,  and hath made thee  ru l e r  over  them a l l .  Thou ar t  th i s  head o f  go ld .  And a f t e r  thee  

sha l l  ar i s e  another  kingdom in f e r ior  to  thee ,  and another  th ird  kingdom o f  brass ,  which  sha l l  bear  ru l e  over  

a l l  the  ear th .  And the  four th  kingdom sha l l  be  s t rong  as  i ron :  forasmuch as  i ron breaketh in  p i e c e s  and 

subdueth a l l  th ings :  and as  i ron that  breaketh a l l  these ,  sha l l  i t  break in  p i e c e s  and bru is e .  And whereas  

thou sawes t  the  f e e t  and toes ,  par t  o f  po t t e r s '  c lay ,  and par t  o f  i ron ,  the  kingdom sha l l  be  d iv ided ;  but  there  

sha l l  be  in  i t  o f  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  i ron ,  fo rasmuch as  thou sawes t  the  i ron mixed wi th  miry  c lay .  And as  the  
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to e s  o f  the  f e e t  were  par t  o f  i ron ,  and par t  o f  c lay ,  so  the  kingdom sha l l  be  par t ly  s t rong ,  and par t ly  broken.  

And whereas  thou sawes t  i ron mixed wi th  miry  c lay ,  they  sha l l  ming l e  themse lve s  wi th  the  s e ed  o f  men:  but  

they  sha l l  no t  c l eave  one  to  another ,  even as  i ron i s  no t  mixed wi th  c lay .  And in  the  days  o f  these  kings  sha l l  

the  God o f  heaven se t  up a  kingdom, which sha l l  never  be  des t royed :  and the  kingdom sha l l  no t  be  l e f t  to  

o ther  peop l e ,  but  i t  sha l l  break in  p i e c e s  and consume a l l  these  kingdoms,  and i t  sha l l  s tand for  ever .  

Forasmuch as  thou sawes t  that  the  s tone  was cu t  out  o f  the  mounta in wi thout  hands ,  and tha t  i t  brake in  

p i e c e s  the  i ron ,  the  brass ,  the  c lay ,  the  s i l v er ,  and the  go ld ;  the  gr ea t  God hath made known to  the  king  what  

sha l l  come to  pass  herea f t e r :  and the  dream is  c e r ta in ,  and the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f  sure .  (v37-45) 

Daniel asserts the sovereignty of God from the beginning.  He reminds Nebuchadnezzar that 
although he may be “a king of kings,” he does not control this world, but God does, “for the God of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the 
beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them 
all.” (v37-38)  This is not a message that would naturally be welcomed by this proud monarch 
who assumed that his superior military prowess and wisdom had accomplished his great 
kingdom.  Later in this book, he boasts, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 
kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:30). 

Daniel now confidently steps forward with the interpretation.  The four metallic parts of 
the image, as well as the mixed part of iron and clay, and the stone itself he states represent 
kingdoms.  The metallic kingdoms are straightforward to identify, as Daniel makes clear that the 
head of gold represents Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon, “Thou art this head of gold.” (v38)  The other 
three are the kingdoms or empires that follow in succession and, with the insights from Daniel 7 
and 8, we can identify them as the silver breast and arms representing the Medo-Persian Empire, 
the brass torso the Greek Empire, and the iron legs the mighty Roman Empire.  

Each of these kingdoms was less glorious, but more powerful in terms of its military 
prowess and extent.  So they traded magnificence for strength.  For instance, the third kingdom 
of the Greeks “shall bear rule over all the earth.” (v39)  Alexander the Great who died before he was 
31 ruled from Europe to India by conquering rival kingdoms at an incredible rate.  In Daniel 7 
he is pictured as a leopard with wings because of the speed of his conquests.  The Roman 
Empire was the greatest in military strength, extent, and length.  It crushed all resistance with its 
iron legs ruling from Britain to the Euphrates and from northern Europe to Africa.  In the West 
it existed for 500 years and all the way to 1453 in the East, when the Turks conquered 
Constantinople. 

The next agreed point in interpretation is that the stone represents the Lord Jesus Christ.  
(Psalm 118:22; Matthew 21:42-44; 1 Peter 2:6-8).  The great mountain that then filled the whole 
earth is His kingdom.  The more controversial point is: when does this kingdom of Christ begin?  
Some say that it begins when Christ came and set up the NT church age.  The attraction of this 
view was that it did occur during the days of the Roman Empire so there is a chronological 
sequence as the interpretation sets forth, “in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.” (v44) 

There is another viewpoint that points to the anomaly of the fifth kingdom represented by 
the toes partly of iron and partly of clay.  It is true that the Roman Empire was first divided into 
two parts and slowly disintegrated into many unrelated parts and kingdoms.  Yet, it should also 
be noted that no empire emerged to replace the Roman Empire when it imploded from within, 
which is suggestive that this aspect of the great image is yet future to us.  But more importantly 
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the dissolution of the Roman Empire took place many centuries after the birth of Jesus Christ 
and not contemporaneous to this event if we were to maintain that the stone destroying the 
image was the church.  It is also true that the church has had an influence but that it has not yet 
crushed the kingdoms of this world.  Indeed, the Roman Empire was not destroyed by the 
Church, but by its own internal corruptions and divisions.  Following the beginning of the 
demise of the Roman Empire did not emerge the rise of militant Christianity on the planet, but 
the millennium of darkness under Rome when the Bible was hidden from the masses.  John 
Walvoord points out the weakness in taking a differing view, 

The only rule on which prophetic interpretation can be judged is whether the 
interpretation corresponds to the fulfillment.  Nothing is more evident after nineteen 
hundred years of Christianity than that the stone, if it reflects the church or the spiritual 
kingdom which Christ formed at His first coming, is not in any sense of the term 
occupying the center of the stage in which Gentile power has been destroyed.  As a 
matter of fact, in the twentieth century the church has been an ebbing tide in the affairs 
of the world; and there has been no progress whatever in the church’s gaining control 
of the world politically.  If the image represents the political power of the Gentiles, it is 
very much still standing. 

It will be the return of Christ that demolishes all the kingdom of men when He sets up His 
One-world government and rule (1 Corinthians 15:24; Revelation 5:10; 19:15).  Christ and His 
millennial kingdom will reshape the world.  So what Daniel describes is the history of the world 
from Nebuchadnezzar until the return of Christ.  It is the same period that Christ described in 
Luke 21:24, “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 

So the best way to view this, I believe, is that the kingdom of the toes partly of iron and 
partly of clay is yet future under the antichrist.  This kingdom of Christ that will replace those of 
this world in an earthly rule will be in the millennium (Now, this does not mean that Christ is not 
now the mediatorial King who rules a spiritual kingdom, but that the visible aspect of His 
mediatorial earthly reign is yet future).  For Christ to set up His earthly kingdom to rule over the 
kingdoms of men, then all the kingdoms of men will have to be overthrown and then every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord. 

Jesus shal l  re ign,  

where ’er  the sun doth i t s  success ive  journeys run.  

His Kingdom spread from shore to shore ,  

and moons shal l  wax and wane no more .  

Daniel’s point is not to identify the precise moment in history that this will happen but 
that it will surely happen.  Just as God predicted the overthrow of the first four kingdoms, so we 
can be confident that He will finally overthrow all and establish the kingdom of Christ.  This 
kingdom is immutable and eternal as we pass from the millennium into the eternal golden age.  
Reformed and Presbyterian writer, Michael Barrett points this truth out,  

If the image represented earthly kingdoms, the only thing that can replace them is an 
earthly kingdom. That just makes sense, and it’s another reason I’m a premillennialist.  
Daniel also saw that “all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him” (7:14).  The 
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universality of Christ’s kingdom is a frequent prophetic theme (e.g., Isaiah 2:2; Amos 
9:11-12; Micah 4:11; Zechariah 8:22).  

Then the  king  Nebuchadnezzar f e l l  upon h i s  fa c e ,  and worsh ipped Danie l ,  and commanded that  they  shou ld  

o f f e r  an ob la t ion and swee t  odours  unto  h im.  The king answered  unto  Danie l ,  and sa id ,  Of a  t ru th  i t  i s ,  that  

your  God i s  a  God o f  gods ,  and a Lord o f  k ings ,  and a r evea l e r  o f  s e c r e t s ,  s e e ing  thou cou ldes t  r evea l  th i s  

s e c r e t .  Then the  king  made Danie l  a  gr ea t  man,  and gave  h im many grea t  g i f t s ,  and made h im ru ler  over  the  

who le  prov ince  o f  Baby lon ,  and ch i e f  o f  the  governors  over  a l l  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon .  (v46-48) 

This is probably the first time this king showed obeisance to any other man!  It shows that he 
was greatly moved by the truths of this revelation.  As a pagan we would not expect him to have 
a right view of God so he offers worship to Daniel also.  However, Daniel got part of the 
message through to him that Jehovah was not simply some localised God of the Jews but the 
Almighty God, as the king confesses, “Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of 
kings.” (v47)  Someone has well said that, “the real mark of a saint is that he makes it easier for 
others to believe in God.” 

Now, the king does not confess at this juncture that God is the only true and sovereign 
God, but simply that Jehovah is greater than any of the other gods of the Babylonians.  There is 
no indication yet that Nebuchadnezzar has given up on polytheism.  The light is beginning to 
dawn on the monarch’s heart and in Daniel 4 the seed planted here will bear fruit.  He has come 
a long way from respecting Daniel in chapter one to now respecting Daniel’s God.  The king 
needed to seek the kingdom of the stone that will last forever.  This incident must have been 
quite a testimony to the “wise men” of Babylon.  MacArthur points out an interesting parallel 
from the wise men who visited the babe in Bethlehem centuries later, 

We learn from the book of Daniel that the magi were among the highest-ranking 
officials in Babylon.  Because the Lord gave Daniel the interpretation of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream-which none of the other court seers was able to do Daniel 
was appointed as “ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all 
the wise men of Babylon” (Dan. 2:48).  Because of his great wisdom and because he 
had successfully pleaded for the lives of the wise men who had failed to interpret the 
king’s dream (Dan. 2:24), Daniel came to be highly regarded among the magi.  The plot 
against Daniel that caused him to be thrown into the lions’ den was fomented by the 
jealous satraps and the other commissioners, not the magi (Dan. 6:4-9).  Because of 
Daniel’s high position and great respect among them, it seems certain that the magi 
learned much from that prophet about the one true God, the God of Israel, and about 
His will and plans for His people through the coming glorious King.  Because many 
Jews remained in Babylon after the Exile and intermarried with the people of the east, it 
is likely that Jewish messianic influence remained strong in that region even until New 
Testament times......The magi from the east (the word literally means “from the rising” 
of the sun, and refers to the orient) who came to see Jesus were of a completely 
different sort.  Not only were they true magi, but they surely had been strongly 
influenced by Judaism, quite possibly even by some of the prophetic writings, especially 
that of Daniel….Though having had limited spiritual light, they (the magi from the 
East) immediately recognized God’s light when it shone on them.  They had genuinely 
seeking hearts, hearts that the Lord promises will never fail to find Him (Jer. 29:13).  
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Like Joseph, Daniel’s humility is honoured as he is made, “ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.” (v48)  The king proves true to his 
word (v6).  God moves to place His servant in the place that He can now use him for the next 
70 years.  An uncompromising, humble, and courageous man of faith is the kind of man God 
can trust and use in such a position. 

 

Then Danie l  r eques t ed  o f  the  king ,  and he  s e t  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  over  the  a f fa i r s  o f  the  

prov ince  o f  Baby lon :  but  Danie l  sa t  in  the  ga te  o f  the  king .  (v49)  

God has proved Himself faithful here in not just preserving the remnant but moving them into 
places of influence.  Daniel shows another side to his multi-faceted character that the Holy Spirit 
has molded – his consideration for others.  The contrast between the self-serving Arioch (v25) 
and Daniel is marked.  It would be easy for him to think that he had taken all the risks so he 
deserves all the honour.  It would also be just as convenient to be caught up in the moment of 
his exaltation and forget about his faithful friends.  But he seizes the moment to seek favour for 
his beloved companions.  That is true agape love, “Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth 
not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil” (1 Corinthians 13:4-5).  

LESSONS TO LEARN 

(1) The kingdoms and corporations of this world may seem impressive and intimidating from 
our limited perspective.  All the kingdoms of men will pass away like Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon, 
which is only a footnote in history.  For those that remain they will one day also be like the 
image when hit by the stone.  Everything made by the hands of man is temporal.  That is another 
reason why we are to not seek earthly treasures but heavenly ones.  

(2) History is not in the hands of any man, but in God’s hands.  He alone is in control of all the 
events of time and is working out His own perfect purpose and that purpose will stand.  No 
power in earth or hell can hinder God’s purposes prevailing.  We need not fear, as the eternal 
counsels of God have already written all history.  There is no need for us to worry about the 
future of Christ’s cause.  His kingdom will arise and take over this whole world.  Gresham 
Machen once wrote, “The doctrine of an eternal purpose of God is the foundation upon which 
all the teaching of the Bible is really based.  Back of all the events of human history, back of all 
the changes in the inconceivable vastness of the universe, back of space itself, and time, there lies 
one mysterious purpose of him to whom there is no before or after, no here or yonder, to whom 
all things are naked and open, the living and holy God.” 

(3) The history of this world is not aimless, but God is working through even the actions of 
wicked men for the glorious purpose of Christ’s return.  Even the most evil empire serves God’s 
eternal purposes.  We may not understand exactly what God is doing in our lives or in the world 
around us but we know that in the end His kingdom will ultimately prevail.  Are you walking in 
accordance to God’s eternal programme or are you striving to obtain more of this temporal 
world?  Should you not be working to accomplish something worthwhile and eternal?  All of our 
talents and resources should be devoted to this singular purpose.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. Who is in control of the future?  How do you know? 
 

2. Name some of the qualities you observe in Daniel up to this point. 
 
3. How willing are you to allow God to work His sovereign purposes through your life and 

resources? 
 

 



 

  38 

CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

To Bow or Not to Bow? (Daniel 3:1-12) 
 

This chapter contains one of the great stories of the Bible. Children are enthralled by it from 
their earliest days and it never fails to refresh the heart of the saints of God. It has been and will 
continue to be an oasis of encouragement to God’s faithful remnant, who refuse to bow the 
knee to the gods of this world. It tells of how three young men of God defied the wishes of the 
most powerful man on the planet rather than compromise their testimony. The king will 
discover in his empire that there are at least three young men who would not bow, bend or burn! 
The poet put it well,  

I saw the martyr at the stake, the flames could not his courage shake, nor death his soul 
appall. I asked him whence his strength was given, he looked triumphantly to heaven and 
answered, “Christ is all.” 

When we left Nebuchadnezzar he had just acknowledged Jehovah, “of a truth it is, that your 
God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings.” (2:47) But in this chapter this acknowledgement will not 
be practiced. His initial humbling at this revelation is temporary, as his pride is now uplifted at 
his own greatness. The king is not alone in this for man is a fickle and inconsistent creature at 
heart. These truths are no less true today than 2,600 years ago.  

Nebuchadnezzar the  king  made an image  o f  go ld ,  whose  he ight  was three s core  cub i t s ,  and the  breadth thereo f  

s ix cub i t s :  he  s e t  i t  up in  the  p la in  o f  Dura ,  in  the  prov ince  o f  Baby lon .  

Although it is not explicitly stated, there seems to be a definite connection between the statue of 
chapter 2 and this image here. The king was told that he was the head of gold (2:38), but the rest 
of the image would be from different metals. He was made aware that this meant that his 
kingdom was finite and limited. This image of gold seems to be a defiant gesture to God’s 
revelation. It was Nebuchadnezzar’s will for the future.  

Man must bow before the will or defy the will of God.  Nebuchadnezzar was told that 
God is in absolute control of his future, “and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure” 
(2:45). But the greatest monarch on the face of the earth is not yet willing to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of God over history. By this statue he is defiantly saying, “I will reign forever.” The 
proud king still believed that he controlled his destiny and his nation’s future. He wanted his 
legacy to endure forever. Not content to be the “head” of gold, he wanted the whole body!  

Nor is Nebuchadnezzar willing to surrender his life to this stone representing Christ. 
Every man must allow his life to be changed by this stone or it will destroy him, “And whosoever 
shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder” (Matthew 
21:44). Man is intuitively a spiritual creature. However, once a man refuses to acknowledge the 
reality of his Creator, Romans 1 tells us that he turns to idolatry. As part of that decline, such a 
one “became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened” (Romans 1:21). This 
invariably leads to self-worship, “changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator” (Romans 1:25). MacArthur points out, 
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It is characteristic of man to create a god like himself and then become more and more 
like that god. This way he accommodates his sinfulness. You see, the difficulty with 
worshiping the true God is you have to face the reality of your inadequacy and your 
sinfulness. So if you reject that you invent a god who is a lot like you and it’s a lot easier 
to live with that kind of a god. 

This image is no insignificant statue as it was around 90 feet high and 9 feet wide. So, it 
was like a large obelisk. Likely, it was overlaid with gold, as to construct of pure gold would have 
been prohibitively expensive. Notwithstanding, it would still be a very costly obelisk. 

The word “plain of Dura” indicates a flat plain between mountains, where any statue 
would be visible from quite a distance. As such, it would create a spectacular and awesome sight 
when the sunlight radiated. Clearly, this visual effect was meant to convey the greatness and 
grandeur of Nebuchadnezzar. A man of Nebuchadnezzar’s intelligence knew exactly what he 
was doing in erecting such a monument to self. He wanted the glory for himself for the empire’s 
growth. In the next chapter we get an insight to his thinking, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have 
built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?” (4:30) 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the  king  s en t  to  ga ther  toge ther  the  pr inces ,  the  governors ,  and the  capta ins ,  the  

judges ,  the  t r easurers ,  the  counse l lo r s ,  the  sher i f f s ,  and a l l  the  ru l e r s  o f  the  prov inces ,  to  come to  the  

ded i ca t ion o f  the  image  which Nebuchadnezzar the  king  had se t  up .  Then the  pr inces ,  the  governors ,  and 

capta ins ,  the  judges ,  the  t r easurer s ,  the  counse l lo r s ,  the  sher i f f s ,  and a l l  the  rul e r s  o f  the  prov inces ,  were  

ga thered  toge ther  unto  the  ded i ca t ion o f  the  image  that  Nebuchadnezzar the  king  had se t  up ;  and they  s tood 

be fore  the  image  that  Nebuchadnezzar had se t  up .  (v2 -3)  

Those who were called were the “Who’s Who” of the Empire. The fact that Nebuchadnezzar 
called all his leaders indicates that he wanted to make a significant statement to all of them about 
who ruled their lives. This list would have been a vast crowd of people. It would also be an 
impressive and intimidating sight reflecting the power of their monarch and their relative 
insignificance. It would be an attempt to unite the empire in loyalty to Nebuchadnezzar with a 
mixture of religious devotion and fear. It was not enough to be respected as a great leader; he 
wanted to be worshipped as divine. Had things gone according to his strategy, this would have 
been a powerfully symbolic and spectacular ceremony. 

Then an hera ld  c r i ed  a loud ,  To you i t  i s  commanded ,  O peop le ,  nat ions ,  and languages ,  That  a t  what  t ime ye  

hear  the  sound o f  the  corne t ,  f lu t e ,  harp ,  sackbut ,  psa l t e ry ,  du l c imer ,  and a l l  k inds  o f  mus i ck ,  y e  fa l l  down 

and worsh ip  the  go lden image  that  Nebuchadnezzar the  king  hath se t  up :  And whoso  fa l l e th  not  down and 

worsh ippe th sha l l  the  same hour be  cas t  in to  the  mids t  o f  a  burning  f i e ry  furnace .  (v4 -6)  

This was no mere political gathering but an act of corporate devotion and worship of the cult of 
Nebuchadnezzar. The music was to create the right mood for people’s devotion and the furnace 
was near to frighten any fence sitters into compliance. The order was unambiguous and 
threatening. In short “Bow or Burn!” No one was permitted the right to express disagreement 
according to their own conscience. To the polytheists and the opportunists this was not an 
onerous command. It required them to set aside their private reservations in order to go with the 
crowd and to preserve their livelihood. This desire to live for this world when external pressure 
is applied is an intuitive reaction of the ungodly. The devil recognises this frailty in fallen man, 
“Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life” (Job 2:4). 
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God extends grace here to Nebuchadnezzar for his blasphemy by not smiting him with 
worms like Herod in Acts 12! It should also be noted the importance of music in affecting the 
emotions of these worshippers. Music has its own moral language and carries a clear message. 
The secular world is certainly cognisant that certain genres of music communicate a certain 
moral message as they invest billions in composing music for concerts, movies, and 
advertisements. Music in such contexts is arranged with a deliberate agenda to move people in a 
specific way. Music can evoke joy, sobriety, profanity, pity, love, admiration, patriotism, sorrow, 
lust, and awe. The devil has always had his music to carry the message of rebellion against God’s 
word. His music has never been as popular as it is today. It even dominates most of what passes 
for worship in Christendom, as Lucifer is leading the choir and the “worship” band! Warren 
Wiersbe rightly observes,  

Nebuchadnezzar was wise to use instrumental music because it could stir the people’s 
emotions and make it easy for him to manipulate them and win their submission and 
obedience. Throughout history, music and song have played an important role in 
strengthening nationalism, motivating conquest, and inspiring people to act. Music has 
the power so to grip human thoughts and emotions that people are transformed from 
being free agents into becoming mere puppets. The English poet William Congreave 
wrote that “music has charms to soothe a savage breast,” but music also has power to 
release the savage in the breast. Music can be used as a wonderful tool and treasure from 
the Lord or as a destructive weapon from Satan.  

There fore  a t  that  t ime ,  when a l l  the  peop l e  heard the  sound o f  the  corne t ,  f lu t e ,  harp ,  sackbut ,  psa l t e ry ,  and 

a l l  k inds  o f  musi ck ,  a l l  the  peop le ,  the  nat ions ,  and the  languages ,  f e l l  down and worsh ipped the  go lden image  

that  Nebuchadnezzar the  king  had se t  up .  (v7)  

The command immediately brings these people into a conflict between the word of God and the 
word of the king. There was almost total and immediate obedience to Nebuchadnezzar's edict. 
The natural man has more fear of the fires of Nebuchadnezzar than the fires of hell. That is why 
they immediately fell down and worshipped the image. They conveniently set aside any 
reservations in order to advance their careers in Babylon. Such people invariably capitulate and 
compromise. As moral relativists and pragmatists, they simply do whatever they have to do. 

 However, there is always a faithful remnant who reject the dictum, “When in Babylon, 
do as the Babylonians do.” These people live by faith and not by fear. These young men were 
prepared to swim against the prevailing tide, even if it cost them their lives. They follow the 
counsel of the Master,  “fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear 
Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). They knew that 
Nebuchadnezzar was raised up by God (2:37), but that did not make him God! Compromise was 
not part of their vocabulary.  

POTENTIAL EXCUSES 

The devil will always provide excuses for sin. They could have rationalized their obedience to the 
king’s commandment by a number of excuses: 

(1) We are in Babylon so we must respect their culture and laws. God has placed us here so we 
must submit to the lawful authorities He has put us under. To defy the king would be a negative 
example and misunderstood as a treasonable act whereas we must be positive role models. It is 
just their cultural way of showing their respect of their king, who has been good to us. 
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(2) God will understand that we were forced to do this. He knows that we are His true followers 
on the inside.  

(3) We can bow down with our knees but in our hearts we remain standing up.  

(4) There is no need to be so narrow-minded. After all it is just a metallic pole. Didn’t Moses set 
up a pole for Israel to worship? They are not asking us to embrace their idols. Also, it is just one 
time so we can let it go this once.  

(5) Everyone else is doing this and we cannot afford to be different. God has placed us here to 
be an inspiration for our nation so there is no need to be rash and jeopardize this beneficial 
influence. There are many young Jews who look up to us and see their future tied up in us. We 
can extend our godly influence in other ways.  

(6) In such a vast crowd no one would notice us bowing so it will not affect our testimony.  

(7) God is a God of love and He would not want us to be burned to death in such a manner. He 
gave us these great natural talents not to be wasted in such a pointless gesture.  

REMNANT RESPONSE 

Despite the available excuses, these young men refuse to compromise. The irresistible force of 
the Emperor of Babylon has met three immoveable objects, who could testify with the Psalmist, 
“My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed” (Psalm 57:7). They would not cede an inch of ground 
that would dishonour their God’s great name in Babylon. Once again, the true remnant prove 
that you can be in Babylon but not of Babylon! 

We can only but imagine the courage and faith required to stand upright when so many 
were prostrate around them. But these young men proved that despite their advancement in 
2:49, their promotion had not turned their heads or their hearts.  They could discern this was a 
confrontation between Jehovah and the gods of Babylon. Their faith was not intimidated by the 
threat of the furnace. Nebuchadnezzar was not their Lord! They trusted God and honoured His 
word over that of any mere man. Once God had spoken on the matter (Exodus 20:3-5), this 
settled it in their minds. They would do right and simply leave the consequences to a sovereign 
God, even if it meant losing everything. This was the habitual practice of their lives since young 
(cf. 1:12-13).  

 Few believers think through theologically a creed for their conduct like these three young 
men. Because of not having a fixed heart, they are blown around by trying circumstances. They 
find the external pressure irresistible. When the Nebuchadnezzars of this world roar they fall 
down. They do not love the Lord their God with all their heart and soul and mind and strength. 
The threats and example of their peers is too much for them to stand firm when the crunch 
comes. As a result they tragically conform to the values and worship of the gods of this age.  

Where fore  a t  that  t ime c e r ta in  Chaldeans  came near ,  and ac cused  the  J ews .  They  spake and sa id  to  the  king 

Nebuchadnezzar ,  O king ,  l i v e  fo r  ever .  Thou ,  O king ,  has t  made a  de cr e e ,  that  every  man that  sha l l  hear  the  

sound o f  the  corne t ,  f lu t e ,  harp ,  sackbut ,  psa l t e ry ,  and dul c imer ,  and a l l  k inds  o f  mus i ck,  sha l l  fa l l  down and 

worsh ip  the  go lden image :  And whoso  fa l l e th  not  down and worsh ippe th ,  that  he  shou ld  be  cas t  in to  the  mids t  

o f  a  burning  f i e ry  furnace .  There  are  c e r ta in  Jews whom thou has t  s e t  over  the  a f fa i r s  o f  the  prov ince  o f  

Baby lon ,  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ;  thes e  men,  O king ,  have  not  r egarded thee :  they  s e rve  no t  thy  

gods ,  nor  worsh ip  the  go lden image  whi ch thou has t  s e t  up .  (v8-12) 
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The devil has his people in every society dedicated to destroy the people of God. No doubt the 
rapid promotion of these three Jewish youths over the indigenous Chaldeans provoked jealousy. 
Doubtless, these Chaldean enemies of these young men were eagerly watching for such an 
opportunity to remove these rivals. The original language is graphic here as the word translated 
“accused” means “to devour” or “tear to pieces.” It is a vivid idiom for violent slander. 

These accusers begin with flattery, “O king, live for ever.” They then rehearse the king’s 
commandment before setting forth the nature of their accusation with language calculated to 
inflame the volatile monarch. They begin this by emphasizing the racial roots as foreigners of 
these rebels, “There are certain Jews” before naming them so that there is no doubt who exactly 
they are talking about. The 3 accusations are a mixture of truth and falsehood cleverly woven 
together, “these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up.” This could be broken down: 

(1) Disrespect for the king, “these men, O king, have not regarded thee” – this was false.  

(2) Refusal to serve Babylonian gods, “they serve not thy gods” – this was true. 

(3) A refusal to worship the golden image, “nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up” – this 
was also true.  

The stage has been set. These three Hebrews have raised the standard of the Cross and 
must now face the consequences. The next element of this trial that a sovereign God has 
permitted will now follow. It should not be overlooked the stand they took in chapter one along 
with Daniel. The faith and courage they exhibited there only increased and strengthened their 
faith for future tests, as Satan’s onslaughts are continual. Faithfulness to God does not guarantee 
freedom from suffering and tribulation (cf. 2 Timothy 3:12). These Hebrews proved from young 
that external pressure does not have to overcome internal principles. Previously, Daniel was with 
them but now God is going to allow them to go through this test alone. Derek Thomas notes, 

God uses trials and tribulation to produce even more significant fruit in the lives of His 
people.  Listen to what Calvin says, “The church of Christ has been so constituted from 
the beginning that death has been the way to life and that the way of the cross is the path 
to victory.”  That has been shown to be the case with Daniel and his friends.  Trial after 
trial they meet.  Does it lead them to despondency and doubt? No. It does just what God 
intended it to do.  It produces men of superb Christian character who believe in God and 
who are ready to be inflexibly faithful to Him in the face of the stoutest persecution.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. Does being a Christian mean that you will never experience sufferings and trials? 

2. Describe ways the world tries to get us to conform to its standards and values. 

3. How willing are you to take your stand for every part of God’s Word at home or at 
work? 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
 

Turn or Burn? (Daniel 3:13-18) 
 

The tension is now palpable, as these young men have declared that they will not bow to the 
idols of Babylon. The one thing that is non-negotiable in Babylon is their faith. They discerned 
that the king’s command was more than a mere social courtesy but an act of spiritual faith. If 
your heart has already bowed in submission to the King of kings then the threats of any mortal 
monarch will not intimidate you. Fear of death played no part in their unshakeable and 
unchangeable conviction. These young men had demonstrated that they would not bow in v1-
12, but now they have to show that they would not bend for their faith. They could not be 
bought for any price! That is why we still talk about their faith 2,500 years later. Pritchard notes 
of these three young giants in the faith, 

They knew it was better to die a thousand times with God’s approval than to live one day 
without it. Better a fiery furnace than to live with the fire of a guilty conscience burning in 
your soul. They could die, but they dare not sin! Their convictions were not for sale. Not 
at any price, not even their own lives. 

The world is anxious for us to conform to their idols. They will try sweet persuasiveness or 
outright intimidation to force their agenda on us. Strict conformity to God’s Word will always 
have consequences. It is hard to stand alone as “unBabylonian” when everyone around you is 
capitulating. However, Daniel proved in chapter one that strong internal convictions empowered 
by the Spirit of God can withstand any external pressures. True faith does not look for 
loopholes. This is equally true for us all. John MacArthur points out,  

Our decisions, our attitudes and our behaviors are determined by one of two things: 
external pressure, or internal principle....the battle is going on all the time in our lives 
between these two conflicting items. And we’re very good at self-justification so a lot of 
times when we succumb to external pressure we define it as internal principle. But basically 
we have to come down to that bottom line. Do we do what we do, say what we say and act 
the way we act because we have convictions about it or because we feel the pressure from 
the outside? Are our convictions altered by pressures brought to bear upon us? 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in  h i s  rage  and fury  commanded to  br ing  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego .  Then 

they  brought  these  men be fore  the  king .  Nebuchadnezzar spake and sa id  unto  them, Is  i t  t rue ,  O Shadrach ,  

Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  do  not  y e  s e rve  my gods ,  nor  worsh ip  the  go lden image  whi ch I  have  s e t  up? Now i f  

y e  be  r eady  that  a t  what  t ime ye  hear  the  sound o f  the  corne t ,  f lu t e ,  harp ,  sackbut ,  psa l t e ry ,  and dul c imer ,  

and a l l  k inds  o f  musi ck ,  y e  fa l l  down and worsh ip  the  image  which I  have  made ;  we l l :  but  i f  y e  worsh ip  not ,  

y e  sha l l  be  cas t  the  same hour  in to  the  mids t  o f  a  burning  f i e ry  furnace ;  and who i s  that  God that  sha l l  

de l i v er  you out  o f  my hands? (v13-15) 

The inspired writer uses two synonyms, “rage and fury” to convey the explosive anger of the 
proud and volatile monarch. He may have conquered the known world but like all men he has 
not conquered himself. In fairness, the king does then pause long enough to check out the facts 
with the 3 young Hebrew men. He does not rely on hearsay. It may be the sight of them and 
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their usefulness to him checked his passion momentarily. However, his pride would not allow 
him to exonerate their first refusal.  

The devil applies further pressure with the recantation offer by the king. He is willing to 
strike up the royal orchestra again for a final opportunity. This was more than an act of mercy, 
but a further avenue of testing. If they just bow, then it will be, “well.” The king will just look at it 
as an unfortunate misunderstanding. Very few men would receive a second chance in defying 
Nebuchadnezzar. You can almost hear the devil whispering to them that they had taken their 
stand and now was the time to submit. Indeed, God had intervened to give them a second 
chance so they should not waste the opportunity by a pointless gesture of defiance. To die like 
this was simply to play into the hands of the jealous Chaldeans. The king clearly respected them 
in wanting them to live. Indeed, he would realize now that this was a difficult thing for them to 
do so would respect them and their faith more that it allowed them to show regard for his 
person. Or you could hear the old serpent whisper that an idol is nothing and idolatry is when 
you worship the statue believing it is divine. Whereas they knew the idol is impotent so bowing 
to an impotent nothing is not idolatry. Surely, they could honour God by praying to Him as they 
bowed down. There are professing evangelicals who rationalize this way today. 

If the carrot approach did not work, the king set out the stick ultimatum, “but if ye worship 
not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” The pride of Nebuchadnezzar 
would not allow him to lose face. Just to add to their fear, he insolently declares his power, “who 
is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?” Even though the king discerned this was a test of 
spiritual power, Nebuchadnezzar now saw the subordination of Jehovah’s power to deliver to 
the power of “my hands.” So quickly the king had forgotten his previous confession in Daniel 
2:47, “Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings.” Pride makes fools of those 
who ignore the demonstration of God’s power to them previously. The king would soon find 
out this God is able to deliver His people! 

This temptation to recant after they had been given another opportunity to re-evaluate 
and rationalize the situation was powerful. Spurgeon put it well,  

We can imagine the enormous pressure on Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to 
compromise. Everything in front of them - the king, the furnace, the music, their 
compatriots, their competitors - all of it conspired to convince them to compromise. Yet 
God was more real to them than any of those things. “Do not judge the situation by the 
king’s threat and by the heat of the burning fiery furnace, but by the everlasting God and 
the eternal life which awaits you. Let not flute, harp, and sackbut fascinate you, but 
hearken to the music of the glorified. Men frown at you, but you can see God smiling on 
you, and so you are not moved. 

This tactic of intimidation has worked with some of the finest of God’s children. Even 
the bold monk, Luther asked for a night to pray whether he should recant. Archbishop Cranmer 
(1489 –1556) was a leader of the English Reformation and Archbishop of Canterbury. During 
the reign of the Roman Catholic queen, Mary I he was tried for treason and heresy. Under threat 
of being burned he made several recantations. However, in sorrow he finally withdrew his 
recantation and vowed the hand that had signed the recantation document would burn first. This 
he did before dying in the flames in 1556. Would these valiant young men witness a good 
confession at the second opportunity? 
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Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  answered  and sa id  to  the  king ,  O Nebuchadnezzar ,  we are  no t  care fu l  to  

answer  thee  in  th i s  mat t er .  I f  i t  be  so ,  our  God whom we serve  i s  ab le  to  de l i v er  us  f rom the  burning  f i e ry  

furnace ,  and He wi l l  de l iv er  us  out  o f  th ine  hand,  O king .  But  i f  no t ,  be  i t  known unto  thee ,  O king ,  that  we 

wi l l  no t  s e rve  thy  gods ,  nor  worsh ip  the  go lden image  which  thou has t  s e t  up .  (v16-18) 

Times of public temptation are times of public witness for the Lord’s glory. The irresistible force 
of Nebuchadnezzar was now going to meet three immoveable objects. He would see three 
outstanding witnesses of men who feared God more than him. They knew that a sovereign God 
had ordained the test of the fiery furnace but they made no claims to understanding why. There 
is a tendency to overlook in these verses that these men did not know the eventual outcome of 
chapter three. As they look at the intimidating monarch there is a very real possibility that they 
will die horrific deaths in the furnace. Trusting God is easy when things are going well, but not 
when we are staring into a burning fiery furnace.  

These three verses contain the only recorded words of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. But these few sentences reveal much about the character and faith of these men. 
There is no indication that they did this proudly or rebelliously, “we are not careful to answer thee in 
this matter.” They do not pause to debate the issue with the devil as to what course would be best 
for their careers. Nor do they try to apologize, evade, divert or even dialogue with their monarch 
as to reaching a compromise arrangement. Their testimony was unflinching and unwavering. 

Humanly speaking, their chances of survival were nigh impossible. These next few 
moments would chart the rest of their life and out into eternity. Yet, the three speak as one voice 
as their convictions were identical and fixed. Their words reveal that they had their theology 
straight. They respected the king as God’s ordained servant but they knew that his authority was 
from God and as such was limited by God’s revealed Word (cf. Acts 5:29; Romans 13:1-2). 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew 3 important truths: 

(1) Jehovah was their God not Nebuchadnezzar – they confess up front, “our God whom we serve.” 
Jehovah was their God in Babylon, as well as in Jerusalem. His jurisdiction was not limited to the 
borders of the Promised Land. If the choice is between pleasing the King of kings or an earthly 
monarch, then there is only one conclusion they will reach.  

(2) Jehovah was sovereign not Nebuchadnezzar – they make the point clearly by affirming, “our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace.” They did not know “how” He 
might deliver them, but they had absolute confidence that He could. The same spirit is 
reminiscent of Paul as he face martyrdom, “For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am 
not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12). No doubt Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
knew how God had delivered Israel in the past in days of extremity such as at the Red Sea. They 
also had the personal experience of seeing God undertake for them when they stood for Him in 
Daniel 1 over the dietary laws and in chapter two in the dream context.  

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego humbly do not presume on God’s sovereign will as 
they were willing to bow to His decision. They knew He could deliver but they did not presume 
that He would. Three words summarise their submission to His sovereignty, “But if not.” To 
them, God was not some personal genie that appeared from a bottle bound to do their bidding 
to deliver them. They were willing to do right and leave the consequences to Him, as His decree 
might be different than their desires. Like Job they could say, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in 
Him: but I will maintain mine own ways before Him” (Job 13:15). Their faith was not in their temporal 



 

  46 

deliverance, but their faith was in their God.  We all need to affirm with the Psalmist, “But our 
God is in the heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased” (Psalm 115:3). In 1675 Samuel Rodigast 
summed this up in his wonderful hymn,  

 
What e ’er  my God ordains i s  r ight :   

His holy  wi l l  abideth;   
I  wi l l  be s t i l l  what e ’ er  He doth;   

And fo l low where He guideth:   
He is  my God: though dark my road,   

He holds me that I  shal l  not  fa l l :   
Where fore  to  Him I l eave i t  a l l .  

All too often believers try to bargain with God when faced with tests that have stark 
consequences if we do right. We are not to try to back God into a corner with a “commercial 
faith” of promised blessing before we decide to obey His revealed Word. True biblical faith is 
trusting God regardless of the outward results. He controls the consequences, but the duty is 
ours. Even if we lose everything on this earth for standing for the Lord, to gain immediate glory 
is a greater reward as, “a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 
12:15).  

 

 (3) Jehovah demanded absolute worship and would not share this glory with others, “be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” By 
these words, these young men prove that they knew the Bible forbade idolatry to any other God. 
They would have been aware that idolatry was one of the principal reasons for the judgment of 
the captivity (2 Chronicles 36:14-16). 

It is this type of applied doctrine that made these men great. They did not try to hide 
their faith, but lived it! It is not faith that is powerful but the object of that faith in God’s 
promises and character. Faith must be accompanied by absolute obedience to the Word, as 
obedience is the necessary corollary of faith. These three young men had gone as far as they 
could to accommodate the wishes of the king. Now, there is nothing left for them to do but 
stand on the Word of God and let the storm buffet them. They will now discover that man’s 
extremity is merely God’s opportunity to show Himself strong.  

CONCLUSION 

In this ordeal we see a perfect picture of Christian testing. Your knowledge and regard of God is 
the best antidote to overcome the paralyzing fear of man, as “the righteous are bold as a lion” 
(Proverbs 28:1). Knowing what God has done in the past, strengthens our faith to believe He 
could do it in the present. As John Calvin points out, “Nothing is more powerful to overcome 
temptation than the fear of God.” All of us have to face death at some point. It is better to do so 
walking by faith in martyrdom with the world against you than living by sight with the world 
applauding you into eternity. MacArthur typically sums this up well, 

They knew that what happened to their bodies was not the issue but that their soul had 
to be riveted on the truth of God. This is for us, people, an uncompromising life that will 
not bow to any idol no matter what the cost, the idol of popularity, the idol of comfort, 
the idol of fame, the idol of respectability in the world, none of those idols can make us 
bow. There is no compromise for one who stands like this. God is just as good when He 
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doesn’t heal as He is when He does. God is just as loving when He doesn’t provide all 
that we think we need as when He does. God is just as gracious when He says no as He 
is when He says yes. God is God and God is to be uncompromisingly worshiped and 
what He does is His business. You might sum it up by saying: In God’s case, death is as 
good as life. Right? Paul said it, “For to me to live is Christ and to die is...what?...gain.” 
Death never put any fear in his heart. Death never forced him to compromise. He put 
his head one day on a block and an axehead flashed in the sun and severed it from his 
body and he never flinched and compromised. 

Our loyalty to God’s Word is fickle. We compromise all too easily. Often it begins with 
just a little gesture of disobedience to what we know is right. The reason we feel uncomfortable 
as we read this story is because we are already bowing to the gods of this world. We fell at the 
first sound of the music. Peer pressure overcomes us at the first threat. We want the gods of 
popularity, fame, wealth, status etc. So we just compromise to get ahead which renders our 
testimony ineffective and diminishes our power with God. Many of us think, look, and act like 
the Babylonians around us.  

Faithfulness does not keep us from the crises of life. The heroic words of three young 
Hebrews alone in Babylon speak comfort across the centuries to us today. They had a big view 
of a great God. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego prove that we don’t have to walk the path of 
compromise. They lived for God in the smaller matters of their diet in Daniel 1 and this enabled 
them to stand for Him in the larger matters on the bigger stage on the plains of Dura in Daniel 
3. We need a living faith that cannot be threatened or intimidated by the world, which does not 
give in to external pressure. Ray Pritchard makes a valid observation,  

The only power the king had over them was the power of death, and since they weren’t 
afraid to die, he had no power at all. He couldn’t intimidate them because they were 
ready to die if need be. What can you do with men like that?” 

As you read this story of past obedience, put yourself in the shoes of these three young 
men. Would you have capitulated? Are you capitulating now? Remember a little compromise is 
still a compromise! This story is not written to entertain you, but to convict and encourage you 
to stand today, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4).  

 
Stand up,  s tand up for Jesus ,  ye  so ldiers  o f  the cross ;   
Li f t  high His royal  banner ,  i t  must  not  suf f er  loss .   
From vic tory unto v i c tory His army shal l  He lead,   

Ti l l  every foe  i s  vanquished,  and Chris t  i s  Lord indeed.  
 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. Why does the world want us to conform to their values? Have your experienced this 
pressure? 

2. What do you do when the pressure is on to bow to the world’s values? 

3. What doctrinal truths enabled these three young men to stand for God? 
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CHAPTER NINE 
 

Faith in the Furnace (Daniel 3:19-30) 
 

The three young men of faith have taken their stand for the second time against the most 
powerful nation and man on the planet. They would not defile themselves with the king’s meat 
and they will not defile themselves by bowing to his gods. As they will not turn, so they must 
burn. Now, they must face the consequences of this.  

Faithfulness to God’s word does not give immunity to suffering, as “all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). Not too many believers want to claim this 
promise! Yet, the lives of the saints of God throughout all ages bear ample testimony to its 
reality. It is still part of God’s plan and purpose for His people. It is all too easy to praise Him 
when our outward circumstances are attractive. But true faith is consistent even when 
deliverance seems distant.  

The promises of God’s faithfulness to His children do not mean that everything works 
together according to our aspirations but for the ultimate good. There are times when He will 
keep us from the fire but there will be times when He keeps us when we are in the fire. There are 
times even when He will take us home to glory through the fire. It is His will that these three 
valiant young servants were not merely delivered from the fire, but that they were delivered 
through the fire. We are not to second-guess His will but to submit to His purposes. This is part 
of living by faith. God does what He wants to do, not what we expect or desire Him to do. For 
instance, Herod in Acts 12 beheaded James, whereas Peter is delivered the night before he is due 
for the same fate. Many years later, tradition indicates Peter was martyred by crucifixion. The 
same sovereign God planned and permitted it all. We are not required to understand but to 
submit to it. Spurgeon points out, 

It is impossible that any ill should happen to the man who is beloved of the Lord; the most 
crushing calamities can only shorten his journey and hasten him to his reward. Ill to him is 
no ill, but only good in a mysterious form. Losses enrich him, sickness is his medicine, 
reproach is his honour, and death is his gain. No evil in the strict sense of the word can 
happen to him, for everything is overruled for good. Happy is he who is in such a case. He 
is secure where others are in peril, he lives where others die. 

This refusal to recant and capitulate by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego under such 
incredible pressure is as great a miracle of God as their deliverance of them from the flames. 
However, we should never imagine that these men were different from us. They were men of 
“like passions” (cf. James 5:17), but had an abundant portion of grace. The grace of God enabled 
these three men to take such a stand. As the Puritan, Thomas Watson explained, 

Grace has a soul-strengthening excellency. Grace enables a man to do that which exceeds 
the power of nature. Grace teaches us to mortify our sins, to love our enemies—and to 
prefer the glory of Christ before our own lives. Thus the three Hebrew children in Daniel, 
by the power of grace, marched in the face of death; neither the sound of the music could 
allure them—nor the heat of the furnace frighten them (Daniel 3:17). Grace is a Christian’s 
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armour, which does more than any other armour can—it not only defends him, but puts 
courage into him. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar fu l l  o f  fury ,  and the  fo rm o f  h i s  v i sage  was changed aga ins t  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  

and Abednego :  there for e  he  spake ,  and commanded that  they  shou ld  heat  the  furnace  one  s even t imes  more  

than i t  was wont  to  be  heated .  And he  commanded the  most  mighty  men that  were  in  h i s  army to  b ind 

Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  and to  cas t  them in to  the  burning  f i e ry  furnace .  Then these  men were  

bound in  the i r  coa ts ,  the i r  hosen ,  and the i r  hats ,  and the i r  o ther  garments ,  and were  cas t  in to  the  mids t  o f  the  

burning  f i e ry  furnace .  There for e  be cause  the  king ’ s  commandment  was urgent ,  and the  furnace  exceed ing  ho t ,  

the  f lames  o f  the  f i r e  s l ew those  men that  took up Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego .  And these  three  men,  

Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  f e l l  down bound in to  the  mids t  o f  the  burning  f i e ry  furnace .  (v19-23) 

The volatile king blows up again when he feels he has lost face in such a public manner. 
Uncontrolled wrath leads to irrational decisions. When a man becomes full of fury, he then gets 
full of folly. Such behaviour is always the mark of uncontrolled passions (cf. Proverbs 14:29; 
Ecclesiastes 7:9). For if the king wanted to really make the three men suffer he would have 
reduced the temperature; thereby prolonging their death and consequent suffering. Indeed, in 
heating the furnace to such a temperature it resulted in the death of some of his best soldiers, as 
“the flames of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.”  

 It is unlikely that they literally made the furnace seven times hotter – this was probably a 
hyperbole by the king to command them to make it as hot as possible. He wants them bound by 
his mightiest men so there is no chance of them escaping. However, by increasing the 
temperature and binding them, God will only increase the glory He gets from saving these men, 
as the miracle will be even greater. Even the fact that the great monarch could not protect his 
“mighty men” whereas the “King of kings” proves that He can perfectly preserve every one of His 
demonstrates the superiority of Jehovah over Nebuchadnezzar. Ray Pritchard makes an 
interesting observation, 

Here is the ultimate paradox. The three Hebrews were safer in the furnace than when 
they were standing in front of the king. If they had not been thrown in the fire, they 
would surely have been killed some other way. But since the furnace was God’s will for 
them, they were safer in the flames than anywhere else.  

Then Nebuchadnezzar the  king  was as ton ished ,  and rose  up in  has t e ,  and spake ,  and sa id  unto  h i s  

counse l lo r s ,  Did not  we cas t  three  men bound in to  the  mids t  o f  the  f i r e?  They  answered and sa id  unto  the  

king ,  True ,  O king .  He answered and sa id ,  Lo,  I  s e e  four  men loose ,  walking in  the  mids t  o f  the  f i r e ,  and 

they  have  no  hur t ;  and the  form o f  the  four th  i s  l ike  the  Son o f  God.  (v24-25) 

Now when these men stand up for God, the Lord steps in to preserve them. The flames 
themselves weren’t quenched but the power of the flames was. However, we should not forget 
that there is no inkling until they fall into the flames that this is what would occur. The only 
thing they have to hold on to is the promises of God such as those given through Isaiah a 
century before,  

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O 
Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 
When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. (Isaiah 43:1-2) 
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These 3 young men had to take the step of faith. Often in Scripture, God only intervenes 
at the last possible moment to deliver His children. This allows our faith to be tested to the 
maximum and gives the greatest glory to God. Man’s extremity is always God’s perfect 
opportunity. The world may stand against us, but when we stand for God He will stand with us.  
The apostle Paul experienced this at his greatest trial,  

At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it 
may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and 
strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the 
Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall 
deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom: to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (2 Timothy 4:16-18) 

 Witnessing the power manifested of Isaiah 43:1-2 in action astounds the king. It makes 
him leap out of his seat for a closer look. He is not seeing what he fully expected to see. Now, 
we see the significance of them being bound as the king recognizes that something amazing has 
happened: 

(1) The bound men are loose. They were freer in the fire than they had been before. 

(2) The bound men are alive and safely walking around. They are not running for the exit. 

(3) There is a fourth Person in the flames with the three bound men. This Person looks 
different from the rest, “like the Son of God.” 

This fourth Person was likely a Christophany, a visual manifestation of the Son of God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This would be one of His pre-incarnate appearances in the Old Testament. God 
could have delivered them without this Christophany, but the presence of the Lord here must 
have been a wonderful encouragement and comfort to these young men. When He promises, “I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5) – the Lord means that! There is no experience in 
the life of a believer where God is not there. If Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had 
compromised they would have missed out on this great privilege. It is true that the Lord is 
always with us, but when we need Him the most His presence is especially experienced. We can 
reach out to Him, as He delights to fellowship with us in His sufferings.  
Then Nebuchadnezzar came near  to  the  mouth o f  the  burning  f i e ry  furnace ,  and spake ,  and sa id ,  Shadrach ,  

Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  y e  s e rvants  o f  the  most  h igh God,  come for th ,  and come h i ther .  Then Shadrach ,  

Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  came for th  o f  the  mids t  o f  the  f i r e .  And the  pr inces ,  governors ,  and capta ins ,  and 

the  king ' s  counse l lo r s ,  be ing  ga thered  toge ther ,  saw these  men,  upon whose  bod ie s  the  f i r e  had no power ,  nor  

was an hair  o f  the i r  head s inged ,  ne i ther  were  the i r  coa ts  changed ,  nor  the  sme l l  o f  f i r e  had passed  on them. 

(v26-27) 

This final moment will also be a critical test of the submissive hearts of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. Their God-ordained king has commanded them, “come forth, and come hither.” As 
subjects, their duty is to submit to his rule when it does not contradict the Word of God. There 
is not a hint of defiance against the man who mercilessly had them thrown into the furnace. 
Instead, they immediately obey, “Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the 
fire.” 

Now, this deliverance was public and perfect. It is no coincidence that God was glorified 
before “the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counselors.” Nebuchadnezzar had gathered all 
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his officials to honour himself and his gods, but God used it as an unmistakable witness to His 
glory and power that few would forget easily. They have met at least 3 men whose faith is not 
“fair-weather” or “pragmatic.” When you take your stand for God in word and deed, you have 
no idea how many people will be testified to by it. Even the proud monarch testifies of their true 
allegiance, “ye servants of the most high God.” What an opportunity these young men would have 
missed to testify of God’s power and grace if they had compromised. The world is impacted by 
the reality of a Christian testimony in the crisis of life.  

We must also observe the completeness of this deliverance, “saw these men, upon whose 
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire had passed on them.” What a sense of awe this must be generated as they crowded round them. 
What a testimony these officials must have carried to all the corners of this empire. This is surely 
the event referred to by the writer of Hebrews who records that men by faith “Quenched the 
violence of fire” (Hebrews 11:34).  

When God does a work of preservation He does it flawlessly, “As for God, His way is 
perfect” (Psalm 18:30). That is why we believe in the preservation of the saints of God eternally 
and the preservation of the Words of God eternally. Indeed, it is another reason why we believe 
in the preservation of Israel in every age, as God is always faithful to His covenantal promises.  

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake ,  and sa id ,  Bles s ed  be  the  God o f  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  who hath 

s en t  h i s  ange l ,  and de l iv er ed  h i s  s e rvants  that  t rus t ed  in  Him, and have  changed the  king ’ s  word ,  and y i e lded  

the i r  bod ie s ,  that  they  might  no t  s e rve  nor  worsh ip  any god ,  excep t  the i r  own God.  There for e  I  make a  decr e e ,  

That  every  peop le ,  nat ion ,  and language ,  whi ch speak any th ing  amiss  aga ins t  the  God o f  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  

and Abednego ,  sha l l  be  cu t  in  p i e c e s ,  and the i r  houses  sha l l  be  made a  dunghi l l :  be cause  there  i s  no  o ther  

God that  can de l iv er  a f t e r  th i s  sor t .  Then the  king  promoted  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  in  the  

prov ince  o f  Baby lon .  (v28-30) 

These three young men were careful in their answers in v16-18 to ensure that they glorified 
Jehovah in their stand. They had made clear that the only hope for physical deliverance was tied 
up in the sovereign will and power of the Lord. This message obviously got through to the king.  

Just minutes before the king had boasted, “and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
hands?” (v15) The proud monarch now has to confess that God had intervened, “Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in 
Him.” He also adds, “there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.” These admissions are another 
glimmer of light on the soul of this man. But he still does not confess to a personal relationship 
with Jehovah. He just respects more, “the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.” 
Nebuchadnezzar is not yet a believer, as knowing about God is not the same as knowing Him.   

The king also accepts that these men would not bow or bend no matter what the cost, 
“and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except 
their own God.” The king fully recognizes what they did and why they did it. He also sees it as 
surrender to the Lord (Romans 12:1-2). When a man surrenders first his heart, he can then 
surrender his body.   

 The Lord has not finished here with His loyal servants. Through their faithfulness, 
Nebuchadnezzar confers religious liberty and respect for the Jewish faith, “That every people, nation, 
and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in 
pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill.” This would have lasting consequences for many years 
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of the exile. Surely this is a classic example of God using the wrath of men to praise Him (Psalm 
76:10). This day’s events had not turned out the way the devil had hoped and planned. What a 
blessing and encouragement it must have been to all God’s people in the exile that Jehovah can 
and will preserve His remnant.  

The Lord also honours these men personally with promotion. God is no man’s debtor, 
as “godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come” (1 
Timothy 4:8; cf.1 Samuel 2:30 Psalm 1:3; 91:14; John 12:26).  

CONCLUSION 

This riveting story is full of encouragement and rebuke for every child of God. It is a dramatic 
portrayal of the outward helplessness and hopelessness that sometimes members of the kingdom 
of God are called to face. Yet, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood tall when the test came. 
They knew their times were in God’s hand and whatsoever He did would be for their good. It 
may not be the way they anticipated, but they knew He doeth all things well. That is equally true 
for us today. 

Difficult days and trials will come. Prosperity theology does not match up with the 
Scriptures and will not match up with the reality of your life. Remember there is no fiery furnace 
that man or devil can invent that can destroy your eternal soul. The Lord is always with us, “Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4).  

Is your faith so genuine that there is no price that will make you bow down? Let us 
refuse to bow or bend to the gods of this age. Many may capitulate, but let us refuse to 
compromise. May we all be found faithful to Christ, even unto death. Spurgeon characteristically 
put it well,  

The unfaltering fidelity of the three holy children is worthy of our imitation. They never 
hesitated or parleyed with the tyrant. Fixed were their hearts in God, and confidently 
stayed on Him; and so they conquered the proud monarch; yea, and vanquished death 
itself, quenching the violence of the flames. Rich was their reward. Jesus walked the 
glowing coals with them, and turned the furnace into a fair pavilion. In His name let us 
also abide by the truth without flinching, and no evil shall come nigh unto us. Never let 
us debate or question, but for God and His holy gospel let us be bold to sacrifice even 
life itself. May the sons of this family be such young men as Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. 

When through f i ery tr ia ls  thy pathways shal l  l i e ,   

My grace ,  a l l  suf f i c i ent ,  shal l  be thy supply ;   

The f lame shal l  not  hurt  thee ;  

I only des ign Thy dross  to consume, and thy go ld to re f ine .  

 

The soul  that on Jesus has l eaned for  repose ,   

I wi l l  not ,  I  wi l l  not  deser t  to  i t s  foes ;   

That soul ,  though al l  he l l  should endeavor to shake,   

I ’ l l  never ,  no never ,  no never forsake.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What principles about proper and improper civil disobedience can we learn from this 
section? 

2. How confident are we of the presence of God with us in the midst of our sufferings and 
trials? 

3. How did God get glory from this incident? 
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CHAPTER TEN 
 

Amazing Grace (Daniel 4:1-19) 

 

The primary focus of this chapter is God’s gracious work in the life of Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of the Babylonian Empire. It records the culmination of the series of dealings of the Lord with 
him.  Nebuchadnezzar has had numerous insights into the truths of God from his interactions 
with God’s people in Babylon. These faithful saints not only spoke of God’s character but they 
manifested it in their lives. Even the proud king was greatly impressed. Each of the acts and 
words leading up to this point had the object of drawing the king closer to saving faith, but he 
had still resisted completely surrendering to the claims of Jehovah’s absolute sovereignty.  

Contact with even the finest of God’s saints does not save anyone. We often find such 
people in society; some may even sit in the church pew on Sundays.  They are gripped with 
certain biblical truths and even admire the lives of faithful saints, but they still resist the truth 
personally. Often God has to really shake them with a great humiliation before their will is finally 
broken in submission to the gospel. This is the condition of Nebuchadnezzar at the end of 
chapter three. He will learn this truth of God’s absolute sovereignty the hard way, as will all 
sinners when they try to resist God’s sovereign will. The Lord will not allow him to continue on 
in his tranquil self-satisfied state.  

This is a unique chapter in Scripture, as it seems to be written autobiographically by a new 
believer in the first person. It is a synopsis of Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling by the Lord and how 
he was eventually saved. This chapter is his “testimony tract” to be sent to the world. It is also a 
contemporary warning to every political, economic, and spiritual leader on this planet who really 
rules the world.  

It is true “not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called” (1 
Corinthians 1:26), but it doesn’t say that not any  mighty or noble are called! In the context of 
Daniel 4, it is at a time when the king is at the height of his power; reigning over the greatest 
empire the world had ever known. He had subjugated most of the potential rival threats, had 
never lost a major battle, and had constructed a mighty and glorious capital city to live in. His 
place in history was secured, his every whim was indulged, and his every command obeyed.  

We may think such a person is outside the reach of saving grace. Jesus Christ even testifies 
of the hardening effects of prosperity, “Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:23). John Flavel once observed, “To see a man humble under prosperity 
is one of the greatest rarities in the world.” This chapter will encourage us to pray continuously for 
souls we are burdened for, as we contemplate the great lengths our longsuffering and merciful 
Lord went to reach this man. “Is any thing too hard for the LORD?”(Genesis 18:4) is still true.  The 
world may be changing but the human heart remains the same. No heart is insurmountable to 
God. The founder of the Salvation Army, William Booth used to describe the extent of the grace 
of God, “from the uttermost to the guttermost.” 
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BACKGROUND 

Nebuchadnezzar was the oldest son and successor of Nabopolassar. His father, Nabopolassar 
conquered the Assyrian empire; leaving Nineveh in ruins around 612 BC. While his father was 
alive, Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptians at the famous Battle of Carchemish in 605 BC. 
This ended the significant influence of this great rival power; allowing the Babylonians to control 
the Middle East. Nabopolassar died the same year, which brought Nebuchadnezzar to the 
throne. In 605 BC Nebuchadnezzar also captured Jerusalem, when Daniel and his three friends 
were deported in the first wave of the exile.  

Once king, the brilliant Nebuchadnezzar quickly consolidated and expanded the empire 
westward. By a political marriage to the daughter of the king of the powerful northern Median 
Empire, he ensured peace between the two empires. He is also credited with the rebuilding and 
adorning of the city of Babylon, with canals, aqueducts, temples and reservoirs. This reputedly 
involved the construction of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon regarded as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World. He reigned around 43 years.  

Nebuchadnezzar the  king ,  unto  a l l  peop le ,  nat ions ,  and languages ,  that  dwe l l  in  a l l  the  ear th ;  Peace  be  

mul t ip l i ed  unto  you .  I  thought  i t  good to  shew the  s i gns  and wonders  that  the  h igh God hath wrought  toward 

me.  How grea t  are  His  s i gns !  and how mighty  are  His  wonders !  His  kingdom i s  an ever las t ing  kingdom, and 

His  dominion i s  f rom generat ion to  g enerat ion .  (v1-3)  

The introduction to this chapter is actually the conclusion. This doxology in retrospect is the 
final point this great monarch came to when God dealt with his life. Nebuchadnezzar did not 
always think this way. He once erected a monument on the plains of Dura to his own greatness 
and demanded that everyone bow down to it. But that is what is amazing about amazing grace! 
Only God could change a man like this. Nebuchadnezzar is now so overcome with God’s grace 
in his life that he wants to tell the whole world about it, “unto all people, nations, and languages, that 
dwell in all the earth.” He is no secret disciple! 

This experience in the valley of humiliation is a painful one for such a proud man to 
recall. This is especially so when all the great and the good of the Empire will read of your 
shame. He will have to confess his submission to the God of one of the nations he has 
subjugated. But when God’s grace touches your life, you want to give Him all the glory. Sad to 
say many professing Christians never speak to those around them of their salvation.  

It took this painful fall for the king to acknowledge, “His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and His dominion is from generation to generation.” Now, Nebuchadnezzar recognizes who really is in 
charge of this universe. The king of Babylon has a finite rule, but God’s rule is eternal. This is a 
new humble Nebuchadnezzar we have not seen before. Indeed, his statement in v35 is one of 
the most comprehensive statements of the sovereignty of God in all of Scripture, “And all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?” 

We are not told what an impact this testimony made on the lives of all the subjects of the 
Empire. However, it is surely no coincidence that a group of those who sought out the Messiah 
six centuries later were “wise men” from the East (Matthew 2:1-2).  

I  Nebuchadnezzar was a t  r e s t  in  mine  house ,  and f lour i sh ing  in  my pa lace :  I  saw a dream which made me 

a fra id ,  and the  thoughts  upon my bed and the  v i s ions  o f  my head t roub led  me.  There for e  made I  a  decr e e  to  

br ing  in  a l l  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon be fore  me ,  that  they  might  make known unto  me the  in t erpre ta t ion o f  the  
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dream. Then came in  the  magi c ians ,  the  as t ro loger s ,  the  Chaldeans ,  and the  soo thsayers :  and I  to ld  the  dream 

be fore  them; but  they  d id  not  make known unto  me the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .  But  a t  the  las t  Danie l  came in  

be fore  me ,  whose  name was Be l t e shazzar ,  a c cord ing  to  the  name o f  my God,  and in  whom is  the  sp i r i t  o f  the  

ho ly  gods :  and be for e  h im I  to ld  the  dream, say ing ,  O Bel t e shazzar ,  master  o f  the  magi c ians ,  be cause  I  know 

that  the  sp i r i t  o f  the  ho ly  gods  i s  in  thee ,  and no s e c r e t  t roub le th  thee ,  t e l l  me the  v i s ions  o f  my dream that  I  

have  s e en ,  and the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .   (v4-9) 

We are not told when the incident occurs, but most think it was towards the middle of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, as this was the time when he was at peace and flourishing. Both 
personally and politically all appears well. This is a false peace in the heart of the unregenerate. 
Harry Ironside observes, 

There is a deceitful rest, a deceitful peace, which lulls many a soul into a false security 
(Jeremiah 6:14). To be untroubled is no evidence of safety. To be at peace does not 
prove that all is well. I once caught hold of a blind man and drew him back just in time 
to keep him from plunging headlong into an open cellar way. He thought all was well and 
was in peace of mind as he walked along, yet two more steps and he would have gone 
down! 

However, when man is lulled into a false peace, God can still interrupt his spiritual stupor! There 
are countless weapons at God’s hand for Him to use to speak to us. This time He uses another 
dream to terrify the complacent sinner. This will be a “painful grace” to the monarch. 
Nebuchadnezzar could control the Eastern world and call on millions of soldiers to defend him, 
but he could not control or defend his mind when God steps in. He may not fear any man, but 
God could send him “a dream which made me afraid.” 

God had spoken to Nebuchadnezzar before in chapter two in this manner. It appears 
that the king had forgotten many of the lessons learned, as he turns first to the collective wisdom 
of the “pagan brain trust” in Babylon for help, “the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
soothsayers.” He also gets the same result, “but they did not make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof.” The world never has the answers to spiritual questions (1 Corinthians 2:14). Humanity 
will turn to every source of wisdom for help instead of God. However, providence overrules as 
this will ensure that the impotency of man’s wisdom is contrasted with the greatness of God’s 
wisdom when Daniel is eventually called. Doubtless, that man of prayer had prayed much for 
such an opportunity to witness directly to the heart of his king.  

Thus were  the  v i s ions  o f  mine  head in  my bed ;  I  saw,  and beho ld  a  t r e e  in  the  mids t  o f  the  ear th ,  and the  

he ight  thereo f  was gr ea t .  The t r e e  gr ew,  and was s t rong ,  and the  he ight  thereo f  r eached unto  heaven ,  and the  

s i gh t  thereo f  to  the  end o f  a l l  the  ear th :  The l eaves  thereo f  were  fa i r ,  and the  f ru i t  ther eo f  much ,  and in  i t  was 

meat  fo r  a l l :  the  beas t s  o f  the  f i e ld  had shadow under  i t ,  and the  fowls  o f  the  heaven dwe l t  in  the  boughs  

thereo f ,  and a l l  f l e sh  was f ed  o f  i t .  I  saw in  the  v i s ions  o f  my head upon my bed ,  and,  beho ld ,  a  watcher  and 

an ho ly  one  came down f rom heaven ;  He cr i ed  a loud ,  and sa id  thus ,  Hew down the  t r e e ,  and cu t  o f f  h i s  

branches ,  shake o f f  h i s  l eaves ,  and s ca t t e r  h i s  f ru i t :  l e t  the  beas t s  g e t  away f rom under  i t ,  and the  fowls  f rom 

his  branches :  Never the l e s s  l eave  the  s tump o f  h i s  roo t s  in  the  ear th ,  even wi th  a  band o f  i ron and brass ,  in  

the  t ender  grass  o f  the  f i e ld ;  and l e t  i t  be  wet  wi th  the  dew o f  heaven ,  and l e t  h i s  por t ion be  wi th  the  beas t s  in  

the  grass  o f  the  ear th :  Let  h i s  hear t  be  changed f rom man’s ,  and l e t  a  beas t ’ s  hear t  be  g iv en  unto  h im;  and l e t  

s even t imes  pass  over  h im. This  mat t er  i s  by  the  de c r e e  o f  the  watchers ,  and the  demand by  the  word o f  the  

ho ly  ones :  to  the  in t en t  that  the  l i v ing  may know that  the  most  High ru l e th  in  the  kingdom o f  men,  and g ive th  

i t  to  whomsoever  he  wi l l ,  and se t t e th  up over  i t  the  bases t  o f  men.  This  dream I  king  Nebuchadnezzar have  
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s e en .  Now thou ,  O Bel t e shazzar ,  de c lare  the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  fo rasmuch as  a l l  the  wise  men o f  my 

kingdom are  not  ab l e  to  make known unto  me the  in t erpre ta t ion :  but  thou ar t  ab l e ;  fo r  the  sp ir i t  o f  the  ho ly  

gods  i s  in  thee .  (v10-18) 

The previous dream in chapter two revealed God’s sovereign plan for the ages. Although this 
first dream would have a personal element, the second dream would be completely personal. 
This dream would warn the king of potential judgment for his sin of pride, expose the impotency 
of the wisdom of Babylon again, and would provide a platform for God’s man to bring glory to 
God. When man is humbled, it is because he sees the absolute sovereignty of God. It is pride 
that prevents us from acknowledging this. Pride is a powerful sin in humanity. It makes slow 
learners of sinners in graduating from God’s school of theology! Natural man resists the truth of 
God sovereignty. Typical of that spirit of pride is the poet, William Ernest Henley who penned 
the infamous lines in the poem Invictus, 

 
It  matters  not  how strai t  the gate ,   

How charged with punishments the scro l l ,   
I  am the master  o f  my fate :   
I  am the captain o f  my soul .   

John MacArthur makes a good observation about the power of pride, 

Perhaps the most destructive word in any language is the word pride. Pride damned 
Satan and his angels. Pride has damned men throughout human history. Pride is 
destructive because it breaks that first and great command that we ought to have no 
other gods before God Himself. God is to be the first and only God. God is the only 
one to be worshiped. The only one to be praised. The only one to be served. And His 
will is absolutely supreme. And pride asserts that man is to take a place of superiority 
over God. Or that an angel is to take a place of superiority over God. Pride places self 
above God. That’s the essence of pride. 

The dominant theme of the dream, as indeed of the whole book, is that Jehovah is truly 
sovereign over the affairs of man, as the heavenly being states in v17, “This matter is by the decree of 
the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.” 
It is God alone who can raise up and put down any man or nation. Nebuchadnezzar had been 
told this in Daniel 2:21, but the message had not fully gripped his proud heart. He will have to be 
humbled, “till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He 
will” (v25). The Lord always gets His man, even if He has to shake him to the core!   

There are two distinct parts to the dream. The first part portrays the rise of the great tree 
and the second part deals with its swift fall. The figure of a great tree is used metaphorically here 
to represent the might and influence of Nebuchadnezzar. The first part is a pleasant picture of a 
tranquil comfortable scene, whereas the second is a shuddering scene when God steps into the 
life of the indifferent, self-centred sinner. It took 3 verses just to describe the power, extent, 
stability, dependability, and magnificence of this tree. This is seen from man’s limited 
perspective. However, God is going to suddenly expose this seemingly impregnable image as 
“behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven.” The angelic being will then shout an awful 
word of judgment, which will effectively destroy the picture created by the magnificent tree in 
v10-12. This is the second part of the dream. 
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There is a note of hope left open in the picture with the statement, “Nevertheless leave the 
stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass.”  The stump and roots imply that there 
is a potential for a revival of the great tree.  Strangely then the image of the stump is changed for 
that of a human heart. This is the first direct suggestion in the dream that this may be related to 
the future of a man. It is no wonder that Nebuchadnezzar was terrified! Doubtless, he 
remembered his previous encounter with a dream and knew this may have application personally 
to him also. The picture of the tree being so swiftly chopped down must have particularly 
worried him. He must have feared a parallel with the stone destroying his empire in the first 
dream. Judging from his panic to obtain an interpretation, clearly he knew this was another 
supernatural encounter and not a bad case of indigestion! Adam Clarke profoundly remarks: 
“What a mercy it is that God has hidden futurity from us! Were he to show every man the lot 
that is before him, the misery of the human race would be complete.” 

Once again the Lord had brought the proud monarch to the end of himself. He will have 
to plead. “Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof” and confess “forasmuch as all the 
wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee.” In doing so, Nebuchadnezzar is affirming the inability of human wisdom 
to discern spiritual truth. God is able to humble us all by cutting us down to size when pride gets 
the better of us. Have you had your tree trimmed lately? Thank God that He has not completely 
rooted you out! 

Then Danie l ,  whose  name was Be l t e shazzar ,  was as ton i ed  for  one  hour ,  and h i s  thoughts  t roub led  h im. The 

king  spake ,  and sa id ,  Be l t e shazzar ,  l e t  no t  the  dream, or  the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  t roub le  thee .  

Be l t e shazzar answered  and sa id ,  My lord ,  the  dream be  to  them that  hate  thee ,  and the  in t e rpre ta t ion thereo f  

to  th ine  enemies .  (v19)  

Upon hearing the dream, the great prophet is himself astonished. He must have immediately 
discerned the interpretation. This is probably not fear of the king, but fear for the judgment of 
God that will befall this man. It is true that the king had an explosive temper, but Daniel has 
never shown any fear of man before or after this incident. The context supports this 
interpretation, as Daniel expresses only the concern over the king and wishes that he could avoid 
the judgment, “My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies.” 
God’s prophets need to be tender but tough in how they deliver the Lord’s message. That 
balance is difficult. We should preach from a heart that is broken for our hearers. Joseph Parker 
puts his finger on it, 

The preacher is often as much astonished as the hearer, and as much terrified. In 
proportion as the preacher is faithful to the book which he has to read, expound, and 
enforce, will he sometimes come to passages that he would rather not read. It would be 
delightful if we could expel the idea of penalty from our human intercommunion. Men 
have tried to fill up the pit of hell with flowers, and all the flowers have been consumed. 
It would be delightful to hide by concealment of any kind the horrors that await the 
wicked man, but to hide those horrors is to aggravate them. 

The king discerns the news is not pleasant and pleads for the truth, “let not the dream, or the 
interpretation thereof, trouble thee.” At this time of life, he knows that he needs the unvarnished truth. 
He doesn’t need smooth words it scratch his itching ears! It is not being kind to deceive a man 
from a true diagnosis of his condition. Doctors are aware of this difficult responsibility in 



 

  59 

treating patients. Likewise, the servants of the Lord have a solemn duty to warn sinners of the 
judgment of God. Daniel will not fail to live up to his calling.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Why do we turn to God last for help in our problems? 

2. Why is it easy to let pride control many areas of our lives? Has God had to cut you down 
to size in areas of your life? 

3. How has the story of Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion encouraged you to pray for unsaved 
loved ones? 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 
 

Down But Not Out (Daniel 4:20-37) 

 

Daniel now faced another great test. The Lord had given him a particularly difficult message to 
deliver to the volatile monarch. It is always the test of a prophet or preacher of God’s Word that 
they don’t add or take away from Scripture. Samuel was just a child when a tremendous test 
came to him. The Lord gave him a very personal and difficult message to give to his superior and 
the much older Eli. When the challenge came we are told, 

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, It is the LORD: 
let Him do what seemeth Him good. And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and 
did let none of His words fall to the ground (1 Samuel 3:18-19). 

Preachers of the Word of God are called to feed the sheep but not to flatter the sheep. 
Being faithful to God’s Word will never endear you to the world. Ahab personifies this when he 
sneered at the faithful prophet, Elijah, “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” (1 Kings 18:17). John 
MacArthur put it bluntly, “You cannot be faithful and popular, so take your pick.” Throughout 
his life we see that Daniel was not trying to win a popularity contest. He was a faithful prophet in 
doing the will of God regardless of the consequences. 

The t r e e  that  thou sawes t ,  whi ch grew,  and was s t rong ,  whose  he ight  r eached unto  the  heaven ,  and the  s i gh t  

thereo f  to  a l l  the  ear th ;  Whose  l eaves  were  fa i r ,  and the  f ru i t  thereo f  much ,  and in  i t  was meat  fo r  a l l ;  under  

which the  beas t s  o f  the  f i e ld  dwe l t ,  and upon whose  branches  the  fowls  o f  the  heaven had the i r  habi ta t ion :  I t  

i s  thou ,  O king ,  that  ar t  g rown and become s t rong :  fo r  thy  gr ea tness  i s  g rown,  and reache th  unto  heaven ,  and 

thy  dominion to  the  end o f  the  ear th .  And whereas  the  king  saw a watcher  and an ho ly  one  coming down f rom 

heaven ,  and say ing ,  Hew the  t r e e  down,  and des t roy  i t ;  y e t  l eave  the  s tump o f  the  roo t s  thereo f  in  the  ear th ,  

even wi th  a  band o f  i ron and brass ,  in  the  t ender  grass  o f  the  f i e ld ;  and l e t  i t  be  wet  wi th  the  dew o f  heaven ,  

and l e t  h i s  por t ion be  wi th  the  beas t s  o f  the  f i e ld ,  t i l l  s even t imes  pass  over  h im; This  i s  the  in t erpre ta t ion ,  O 

king ,  and th i s  i s  the  de cr e e  o f  the  most  High ,  which  i s  come upon my lord  the  king :  That  they  sha l l  dr iv e  thee  

f rom men,  and thy  dwe l l ing  sha l l  be  wi th  the  beas t s  o f  the  f i e ld ,  and they  sha l l  make thee  to  ea t  g rass  as  

oxen ,  and they  sha l l  we t  thee  wi th  the  dew o f  heaven ,  and seven t imes  sha l l  pass  over  thee ,  t i l l  thou know that  

the  most  High ru l e th  in  the  kingdom o f  men,  and g ive th  i t  to  whomsoever  He wi l l .  And whereas  they  

commanded to  l eave  the  s tump o f  the  t r e e  roo t s ;  thy  kingdom sha l l  be  sure  unto  thee ,  a f t e r  that  thou sha l t  

have  known that  the  heavens  do ru l e .  (v20-26) 

Daniel doesn’t try to be evasive in his interpretation or be ambiguous. He pointedly and clearly 
says of the tree, “It is thou, O king” (v22). He makes it clear also that a judgment is coming on the 
king as “the decree of the most High” (v24). The king will learn that it is Jehovah who is truly the 
Sovereign Ruler of this world including Babylon. God is trying to teach the king a certain lesson, 
“till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will” (v25). 
Joseph Parker points out, 

There are some things we must speak abruptly, or we never shall speak them at all; they 
must, so to say, be forced out of us: the word must come like the shot of a musket: “It is 
thou, O king,” a short sharp stroke. Who would vacillate when he knew he was going to 
deliver sentence of death, worse than death, all deaths in one agonizing humiliation? 
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Better it should be after the pattern of Daniel, clear, simple, prompt, resonant, put in the 
very smallest words, words that a child could understand and repeat, monosyllables that 
made the heavens black with unimaginable terror…This was personal preaching, the kind 
of preaching that is resented. We are willing that any man shall be preached to except 
ourselves. The minister who succumbs to that dire temptation was ordained by men, but 
the ordaining hand of Christ was never laid upon his faithless head. 

Although this is a frightful interpretation to receive, the Lord’s judgment is laced with 
His grace. Daniel introduces it with this word “till.” The stump of the hewn down tree would be 
left for this defined period of “seven times.” The life of the tree will not be utterly rooted out. God 
just wants to teach Nebuchadnezzar rather than destroy him. His heart is to be humbled not 
hardened. The chastisement of God is always for a holy and helpful purpose. Once the proud 
monarch recognizes the sovereignty of Jehovah, God will intervene again. Daniel assures him the 
residual stump has great hope and significance, “And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the 
tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule.”  

Where fore ,  O king ,  l e t  my counse l  be  ac c ep tab le  unto  thee ,  and break o f f  thy  s ins  by  r i gh t eousness ,  and th ine  

in iqui t i e s  by  shewing mercy  to  the  poor ;  i f  i t  may be  a  l eng then ing  o f  thy  t ranqui l l i t y .  (v27)  

Daniel could have left his interpretation with the simple meaning of the dream. But these 
courageous additional words not only show his faithfulness but the heart of love he had for his 
beloved ruler. He spoke the truth in love for this man. It would be easy for Daniel to feign 
ignorance of the sinful pride of Nebuchadnezzar but he confronts it directly, “break off thy sins by 
righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor.” The truth of God’s word always brings 
responsibility for the hearers. Daniel certainly doesn’t shirk the application.  

All may appear well in the palace and the Empire, but God sees the sinful heart of the 
monarch and the oppression of the poor in the wider society. Although this sentence of 
judgment is certain, there is still a window of grace. If he humbles himself, Daniel assures 
Nebuchadnezzar, “if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.” Humiliation is preceded by pride but 
if we humble ourselves before the Lord then this precedes exaltation (cf. 1 Peter 5:6). Unlike in 
chapter two, there is no indication that Nebuchadnezzar expressed his appreciation for this 
interpretation to Daniel by honouring him.   

All th i s  came upon the  king Nebuchadnezzar .  At the  end o f  twe lve  months  he  walked in  the  pa lace  o f  the  

kingdom o f  Baby lon .  The king  spake ,  and sa id ,  I s  no t  th i s  g r ea t  Baby lon ,  that  I  have  bui l t  fo r  the  house  o f  

the  kingdom by the  might  o f  my power ,  and for  the  honour o f  my majes ty?  Whi l e  the  word was in  the  king ’ s  

mouth ,  there  f e l l  a  vo i c e  f rom heaven ,  say ing ,  O king Nebuchadnezzar ,  to  thee  i t  i s  spoken;  The kingdom i s  

depar t ed  f rom thee .  And they  sha l l  dr iv e  thee  f rom men,  and thy  dwe l l ing  sha l l  be  wi th  the  beas t s  o f  the  f i e ld :  

they  sha l l  make thee  to  ea t  grass  as  oxen ,  and seven t imes  sha l l  pass  over  thee ,  unt i l  thou know that  the  most  

High ru l e th  in  the  kingdom o f  men,  and g iv e th  i t  to  whomsoever  He wi l l .  (v28-32) 

Right at the beginning of the narrative of this judgment occurring we are reminded that God 
always keep His word, “All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar.” There are many things that you 
cannot rely on in this world, but God’s promises always can be trusted. Time does not erode 
confidence in their fulfillment. God is never in a hurry but He is always on time! Moses 
reminded Joshua, “God is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent: hath 
He said, and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19). 
Joshua learned the truth of this personally. He passed on the same counsel to Israel as he looked 
back over his long pilgrimage, 
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And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts 
and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the 
LORD your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof. Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon 
you, which the LORD your God promised you; so shall the LORD bring upon you all 
evil things, until He have destroyed you from off this good land which the LORD your 
God hath given you. (Joshua 23:14-15) 

Twelve months had passed so Nebuchadnezzar has no excuse for not getting himself 
right with God. We can only but marvel at the grace and mercy of God to this proud and 
undeserving of sinners, who had received much privileged insight from God through Daniel and 
his friends. May be he had grown complacent because there was no sign of the execution of the 
promised judgment. As Nebuchadnezzar looks out over the splendour and strength of the great 
city of Babylon, his heart is inflated with pride. He believed that he was responsible for building 
his great kingdom. 

PRIDE 

Pride is the mother of many sins. Too many have the “Nebuchadnezzar syndrome.” Despite the 
fact that man is nothing, man is proud of face, race, grace, and place! One writer observed of the 
sin of pride,  

There is one vice of which no man in the world is free; which everyone in the world 
loathes when they see it in others; and of which hardly any people, except some 
Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves. There is no fault which we are 
more unconscious of in ourselves; and the more we have it in ourselves, the more we 
dislike it in others. 

Pride is a particularly abominable sin in the eyes of God. Proverbs tells us,  

These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud 
look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked 
imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, 
and he that soweth discord among brethren. (Proverbs 6:16-19) 

As someone once noted that the centre letter of PRIDE is “I” – that is highly 
appropriate as pride is the exaltation of self. It is the attempt to assert the sovereignty of self over 
the sovereignty of God. It is the dethroning of God and the enthroning of self. As you read the 
statement of Nebuchadnezzar, the obvious use of the personal pronouns is clear, “Is not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majesty?” Nebuchadnezzar is suffering from “I”-dolatry! You see the same self-centred spirit in 
the devil from the beginning,  

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down 
to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the 
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds; I will be like the most High. (Isaiah 14:12-14) 

The spirit of the serpent has invaded fallen man. Augustine observed of this, “It was pride that 
changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes men as angels.” Pride can creep into our lives 
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almost without our awareness. It seems to particularly affect leaders in the world whether in the 
business or political world. Great monuments are erected to exalt their name in the present and 
for future generations. 

 The polar opposite to pride is the virtue of humility. James exhorts us: “Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up” (James 4:10). The key to humility is to see your self 
“in the sight of the Lord.” That is when you see how insignificant and helpless you are. Then you 
will start to give God the glory for any good in your life. This is God’s spiritual elevator for up is 
down and down is up in Christianity! The greatest man is the one that thinks least of self. 
Andrew Bonar always remarked that he could discern the growth in the life of a believer in 
proportion to his elevation of the Master and his reduction in his conversation concerning self. 
This is the spirit of John the Baptist who cried of Christ,  “He must increase, but I must decrease” 
(John 3:30). 

The same hour  was the  th ing  fu l f i l l ed  upon  Nebuchadnezzar :  and he  was dr iven f rom men,  and d id  ea t  grass  

as  oxen ,  and h is  body was wet  wi th  the  dew o f  heaven ,  t i l l  h i s  ha ir s  were  grown l ike  eag l e s ’  f ea thers ,  and h i s  

na i l s  l ike  b i rds ’  c laws .  (v33)  

Sometimes God’s judgments are delayed, but they are always certain. In this instance, God’s 
judgment is immediate and fully executed just like it was with Herod in Acts 12. Nebuchadnezzar 
will discover who really is in control. Instead of ruling men he “was driven from men.” The mighty 
tree was cut down instantly to a stump. Pride is a form of insanity as it causes us to lose touch 
with reality. We then live in an unreal world rather than sanely seeing the universe through theo-
centric spectacles. As Nebuchadnezzar wants to behave like an animal with no thought of God, 
then the Lord allows him to literally live like an animal. This will be a great humiliation for this 
powerful and feared monarch. The Lord’s judgment on man is rarely easy and never painless. 

And at  the  end o f  the  days  I  Nebuchadnezzar l i f t ed  up mine  ey es  unto  heaven ,  and mine  unders tanding  

r e turned unto  me,  and I  b l e s s ed  the  most  High ,  and I  pra i s ed  and honoured Him that  l i v e th  for  ever ,  whose  

dominion i s  an ever las t ing  dominion ,  and His  kingdom is  f rom generat ion to  g enera t ion :  And a l l  the  

inhabi tants  o f  the  ear th  are  r eputed  as  no th ing :  and He doe th  ac cord ing  to  His  wi l l  in  the  army o f  heaven ,  

and among the  inhabi tants  o f  the  ear th :  and none can s tay  His  hand,  or  say  unto  Him, What does t  thou? At 

the  same t ime my reason re turned unto  me;  and for  the  g lory  o f  my kingdom, mine  honour  and br ightness  

r e turned unto  me;  and my counse l lo r s  and my lords  sought  unto  me;  and I  was e s tab l i shed  in  my kingdom, 

and exce l l en t  majes ty  was added unto  me.  Now I  Nebuchadnezzar pra i s e  and exto l  and honour the  King o f  

heaven ,  a l l  whose  works are  t ru th ,  and His  ways  judgment :  and those  that  walk in  pr ide  He i s  ab l e  to  abase .  

(35-37) 

This is not the end of the story. God’s word of a limited judgment is perfectly executed because 
“at the end of the days” the ordained time is up. He is never early and never late! Grace gave this 
man another opportunity when God intervened again so “mine understanding returned unto me.” This 
time Nebuchadnezzar does not waste but he testifies: “I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto 
heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured Him 
that liveth for ever.” The king’s problems began with his concentration on self but now his focus is 
heavenward on “the most High.” Lifting his eyes toward heaven is Nebuchadnezzar’s way of 
acknowledging that God in Heaven is sovereign, The order is not without significance – grace 
enables him to think properly again, he then focuses on God and not self, and then finally the 
humbled monarch praises and worships the King of kings.  
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 Nebuchadnezzar then gives one of the most profound and wonderful confessions of the 
sovereignty of God in v34-35. These words are impossible for the unregenerate heart to confess 
(1 Corinthians 2:10-14). After graduating from the school of humiliation, Nebuchadnezzar 
acknowledges that God’s kingdom is the eternal one, “whose dominion is an everlasting dominion” and 
that man cannot be compared to God, “And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing.” 
Nebuchadnezzar is now cognisant that God is God and he is not! Lewis Johnson concurs,  

Our sons are born in order to bury us, and they are born in order that their sons may 
bury them.  We are really nothing. We are nothing in divine election, because God has 
sovereignly determined to save us. 

Nebuchadnezzar attests to the omnipotence of Almighty God, “He doeth according to His will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What 
doest thou?” Heaven rules! Nothing has changed about this truth in the 21st century! 

 Now, when Nebuchadnezzar makes this powerful confession of faith, we read “the glory of 
my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and 
I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.” This was no confession of 
convenience as once God re-established him in grace to his previous position we are told that 
this man’s worship of Jehovah continued, “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King 
of heaven.” He freely acknowledges that God is just and God can and will judge the proud, “all 
whose works are truth, and His ways judgment: and those that walk in pride He is able to abase.” 
Nebuchadnezzar learned these truths the hard way, but he did learn them! We should also note 
the miraculous providence that allowed his throne to be vacant in the interim. In days of ruthless 
intrigue in a place like Babylon, it is amazing that he had a throne to return to.  

The Lord was not trying to destroy this man by this judgment. The pain and humiliation 
only lasted until Nebuchadnezzar learnt the lessons God wants to teach him. The divine surgeon 
has to hurt the king in order to heal him. Of course this would also be a lesson to the humiliated 
nation of Israel. Their sin had led to their downfall. But if they truly repented, God would later 
restore them. Finally, it has application to every reader. Resisting God’s sovereignty will never 
succeed. In the end every knee shall bow to His rule and acknowledge that He is Lord. However, 
after death there will be no hope of restoration for this act. Today is the day of salvation and 
mercy.  

CONCLUSION 

(1) Don’t try and rob God of the glory that belongs to Him alone in your own life. The moment 
the prideful spirit of the serpent arises in your heart, cry for grace. God can intervene and deal 
with you just as powerfully. That which God taught Nebuchadnezzar, He also wants us to learn. 
You can learn it humbly now or you can learn it under the painful chastisement of the Lord.  

(2) The seeming conversion of this ungodly proud monarch is an amazing testimony of the 
power of grace. A sovereign God can reach any sinner, when He sets out to save him. This 
should strengthen our faith to keep praying for unsaved relatives and friends. As Pritchard points 
out,  

And there is hope for those who are far from God today. Nebuchadnezzar was a pure 
pagan. He neither knew God nor worshiped him. Yet when God got through with him, 
he sounded like a Puritan theologian. That’s what God can do, and only God can do it. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What is the overarching theme of this book? How does this chapter fit in with it? 

2. What evidence is there that Nebuchadnezzar became a true believer in this chapter? 

3. How is Nebuchadnezzar’s discipline and restoration a lesson to the Jews and to every 
Christian? 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 
 

The Writing On The Wall (Daniel 5:1-16) 
 

Daniel was a man who was never tainted by his times. In this chapter we see further illustrations 
of the life of a man who could never be corrupted or compromised. He is not a young man here, 
as almost 70 years have passed since Daniel was taken as a teenage boy to Babylon in 605 BC. So 
Daniel must be in his eighties when this event occurs.  

There is an abrupt leap from the previous chapter of more than 2 decades. The context of 
this incident is around 539 BC the final endpoint of the Babylonian Empire more than 20 years 
after the death of Nebuchadnezzar. It takes place in the degenerate reign of Belshazzar the 
grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. Belshazzar was the co-regent with his father, Nabonidus. That is 
why later in the chapter he offers Daniel the third most powerful position (5:7), as he could not 
offer the second place because he was not first in command!  

At this point in history, Nebuchadnezzar’s great Empire is crumbling and under threat. 
The Medo-Persians have come to prominence and had surrounded the imposing city of Babylon. 
However, the residents were confident that they could survive a prolonged siege. A double wall 
some 15 miles round and at least 85 feet high circled the city. It had over 100 watchtowers and 
was reputedly so wide, that four chariots abreast could be driven around the tops of the walls. 
The great Euphrates River ran diagonally through the city providing adequate water supplies. 
The leaders of Babylon had a 20-year stockpile of food provisions. The city seemed impregnable.  

In this chapter we have another illustration that God is sovereign. Heaven rules over the 
kingdoms of men. The walls of Babylon were not strong enough to keep the judgment of God 
out. We see the beginning of the transition from the head of gold to the breast of silver. This will 
be just as God predicted through Daniel in chapter two. The world is about to get an example of 
what Isaiah warned  

That bringeth the princes to nothing; He maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. Yea, 
they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in 
the earth: and He shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall 
take them away as stubble. (Isaiah 40:23-24) 

It is God alone who removes kings and establishes kings (cf. Daniel 2:21). We tend to 
forget that amidst the fast-paced society we live in that exalts man. It is also a solemn chapter 
that reminds us that God judges sin, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God” (Psalm 9:17). The story of Nebuchadnezzar is one of saving grace, but this story is one of 
divine justice and wrath against sin. It warns every reader of presuming on grace. The great 
Empire and city of Babylon will fall in 24 hours without a fight!  

Belshazzar the  king made a  grea t  f eas t  to  a  thousand o f  h i s  lo rds ,  and drank wine  be fore  the  thousand.  

Be l shazzar ,  whi l e s  he  tas t ed  the  wine ,  commanded to  br ing  the  go lden and s i lv er  ve s s e l s  whi ch  h i s  fa ther  

Nebuchadnezzar had taken out  o f  the  t emple  whi ch was in  Jerusa l em; that  the  king ,  and h i s  pr inces ,  h i s  

wives ,  and h i s  concubines ,  might  dr ink there in .  Then they  brought  the  go lden  ves s e l s  that  were  taken out  o f  

the  t emple  o f  the  house  o f  God which was a t  J erusa l em; and the  king ,  and h i s  pr inces ,  h i s  wives ,  and h i s  
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concubines ,  drank in  them. They  drank wine ,  and pra is ed  the  gods  o f  go ld ,  and o f  s i l v e r ,  o f  brass ,  o f  i ron ,  o f  

wood ,  and o f  s tone .  (v1-4)  

Oriental kings were famous for their grand feasts (cf. Esther 1:3-8). Historians record that some 
even had ten of thousands of guests at one meal. Here Belshazzar calls together the great and the 
good of Babylonian society in a scene reminiscent of his grandfather’s folly in chapter three. 
Maybe he hoped it would divert people from the dangers of the Persians, who were outside the 
gate (v30). The king was indifferent to the peril of his kingdom as he just lived for the moment, 
“let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we shall die” (Isaiah 22:13). He was self-confident and self-satisfied. 
If anything, his trust was in “Babylon the great” rather than in Jehovah the Most High God.  

The whole narrative is another solemn warning of the dangers of alcohol. There is clearly 
a causal link in the text between the consumption of the drink and the acts of blasphemy that 
then followed. Alcohol removes the natural restraints on a man to indulge in even worse sins. 
The path to sin is not static. This is still true today. Belshazzar should have heeded the warnings 
of Scripture, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise” 
(Proverbs 20:1; cf 31:4). 

In a fit of pride and folly, Belshazzar does something none of his predecessors had dared 
to do. He seeks to show his gods superiority over the God of Israel by desecrating the holy 
vessels from the temple, which should have been used for sanctified purposes in worship, “whiles 
he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
out of the temple which was in Jerusalem.” He then uses these holy vessels for wantonness and 
drunkenness. In his alcohol-induced stupor, Belshazzar forgot that they were only there by 
divine providence, “And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the 
house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the 
treasure house of his god.” (Daniel 1:2). Some have noted that his behaviour was effectively shaking 
his fist at the prophecy God gave to his grandfather about the ultimate fall of the Babylonian 
Empire to the Persians. It was an attempt to eliminate any vestige of reverence his grandfather 
had shown to Jehovah.  

But not only does Belshazzar blaspheme Jehovah but he and his party guests use the 
temple vessels to actively promote their false gods, “They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and 
of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone (v4). Now, it was not that Belshazzar was ignorant of 
who Jehovah was. Later Daniel reminds him that he knew all about the Lord’s dealings in 
humbling his grandfather, “And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou 
knewest all this” (v22). This blasphemous action was not done in ignorance but in willful rebellion. 
Belshazzar had multiple opportunities to get right with God. He should have heeded the 
warnings of his grandfather about proud monarchs, “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and 
honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is 
able to abase” (Daniel 4:37). 

This profane act would spell the beginning of the end of the short and tragic reign of this 
foolish young king. Belshazzar’s cup of inquity was now full. Enough is enough. Nearly a century 
before, the Lord declared, “I am the LORD: that is My name: and My glory will I not give to another, 
neither My praise to graven images” (Isaiah 52:8). Belshazzar has challenged the authority of God. He 
will find that God will accept the challenge of this puny man! Only a total fool mocks God, “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). 
Belshazzar will now reap what he has sown. He is about to receive the surprise of his life.  
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In the  same hour came for th  f ingers  o f  a  man’ s  hand,  and wrote  over  aga ins t  the  candle s t i ck upon the  p la i s t e r  

o f  the  wal l  o f  the  king ’ s  pa lace :  and the  king  saw the  par t  o f  the  hand that  wro te .  (v5)  

There is a limit to how far God will allow men to go in their sin. There is a line that God has set 
for every man that is known only to the Lord. He will deal with it in His own way and time. 
When the party was in full swing, suddenly the finger of God silenced His enemies, “In the same 
hour.” God had spoiled the party. It is not the only time that the finger of God was seen or felt 
on an occasion (cf. Exodus 8:19). It is also reminiscent of what will happen in the last days just 
before the judgment of God falls, 

For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 
as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3) 

The candlestick would have illuminated the writing perfectly for all to see. God wants all to 
recognise this cryptic message. The banquet hall will now become a courtroom! 

Then the  king ’ s  countenance  was changed ,  and h is  thoughts  t roub led  h im, so  that  the  jo in t s  o f  h i s  lo ins  were  

loosed ,  and h is  knees  smote  one  aga ins t  another .  The king  c r i ed  a loud to  br ing  in  the  as t ro loger s ,  the  

Chaldeans ,  and the  soo thsayers .  And the  king  spake ,  and sa id  to  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon ,  Whosoever  sha l l  

r ead th i s  wr i t ing ,  and shew me the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  sha l l  be  c lo thed  wi th  s car l e t ,  and have  a  cha in o f  

go ld  about  h i s  ne ck,  and sha l l  be  the  th i rd  ru l er  in  the  kingdom. Then came in  a l l  the  king ’ s  wise  men:  but  

they  cou ld  not  r ead the  wr i t ing ,  nor  make known to  the  king  the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .  (v6-8)  

You can only imagine how quickly the disembodied hand writing these strange words must have 
sobered up the drunken crowd. Four words from God immediately dampened the passions of 
the most intoxicated partygoer. They are no longer interested in their wine and revelry. The 
judgment of God can silence the proudest and loudest of sinners. Man’s bravado melts away 
when Almighty God speaks. Belshazzar’s face that had been flushed with the alcohol now turned 
as white as a sheet. The man who made others tremble now cannot even stand up properly 
because of his terror. Sadly although his knees are knocking, this man doesn’t fall on them in 
repentance.  

 Like his grandfather, Belshazzar initially seeks the help of the wisdom of this world. 
Evidently he had learned nothing from God’s past dealing with Nebuchadnezzar.  Belshazzar’s 
panic is immediately apparent as he offers the highest honour available for any that can interpret 
the message, “shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler 
in the kingdom.” He gets the same result, “but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king 
the interpretation thereof” (v8b). For the third time in this book, we see that the natural man cannot 
understand God’s Word (cf. Daniel 2:27; 4:7). This incident warns us to be careful who we seek 
counsel from. It is amazing that even professing Christians trust the advice of the ungodly rather 
than spiritual leaders when they face spiritual crises.  

Then was king  Be l shazzar grea t ly  t roub led ,  and h i s  countenance  was changed in  h im, and h i s  lo rds  were  

as ton ied .  Now the  queen by  r eason o f  the  words  o f  the  king  and h is  lo rds  came in to  the  banquet  house :  and 

the  queen spake and sa id ,  O king ,  l i v e  fo r  ever :  l e t  no t  thy  thoughts  t roub le  thee ,  nor  l e t  thy  countenance  be  

changed :  There  i s  a  man in  thy  kingdom, in  whom is  the  sp ir i t  o f  the  ho ly  gods ;  and in  the  days  o f  thy  fa ther  

l i gh t  and unders tanding  and wisdom, l ike  the  wisdom o f  the  gods ,  was found in  h im; whom the  king  

Nebuchadnezzar thy  fa ther ,  the  king ,  I  say ,  thy  fa ther ,  made master  o f  the  magi c ians ,  as t ro loger s ,  Chaldeans ,  

and soo thsayers ;  Forasmuch as  an exce l l en t  sp i r i t ,  and knowledge ,  and unders tanding ,  in t erpre t in g  o f  dreams,  
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and shewing o f  hard sentences ,  and d i s so lv ing  o f  doubts ,  were  found in  the  same Danie l ,  whom the  king  

named Be l t e shazzar :  now l e t  Danie l  be  ca l l ed ,  and he  wi l l  shew the  in t erpre ta t ion .  (v9-12) 

The arrival of the wisdom of Babylon seemed to have given Belshazzar hope. The colour had 
returned to his cheeks. But their failure to assist him, only now increases his panic. He turns 
white again in fear, “his countenance was changed in him.” All around now there is total confusion. 
The party is well and truly over! 

 At this point in the narrative, enters the queen. She may have been a wife or daughter of 
Nebuchadnezzar. She heard the great commotion and panic and went into the banquet room. 
This woman clearly has some dignity and poise in the melee. She evidences wisdom in her 
words. The fact that she was not even at the party suggests this also. Doubtless, as she observed 
the strange writing on the wall she remembered the previous incidents of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dreams. A name from the past came to her mind. She remembers the tribute that 
Nebuchadnezzar had paid him many years before, “There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the 
spirit of the holy gods” (cf. Daniel 4:8; 18). Indeed, her words in v12 seemingly indicate that Daniel 
must have performed other amazing accomplishments for the previous regime not recorded in 
Scripture. The queen has confidence that Daniel will provide the answer, “now let Daniel be called, 
and he will shew the interpretation.” 

Then was Danie l  brought  in  be fore  the  king .  And the  king  spake and sa id  unto  Danie l ,  Art  thou that  

Danie l ,  whi ch ar t  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  the  capt iv i ty  o f  Judah,  whom the  king  my fa ther  brought  out  o f  J ewry?  I  

have  even heard o f  thee ,  that  the  sp ir i t  o f  the  gods  i s  in  thee ,  and that  l i gh t  and unders tanding  and exce l l en t  

wisdom is  found in  thee .  And now the  wise  men,  the  as t ro loger s ,  have  been brought  in  be fore  me ,  that  they  

shou ld  r ead th i s  wr i t ing ,  and make known unto  me the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f :  but  they  cou ld  not  shew the  

in t e rpre ta t ion o f  the  th ing :  And I  have  heard o f  thee ,  that  thou cans t  make in t erpre ta t ions ,  and d i s so lve  

doubts :  now i f  thou cans t  r ead the  wr i t ing ,  and make known to  me the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  thou sha l t  be  

c lo thed wi th  s car l e t ,  and have  a  cha in o f  go ld  about  thy  neck,  and sha l t  be  the  th i rd  ru l er  in  the  kingdom. 

(v13-16) 

No time was clearly wasted in procuring the services of the long forgotten and now aged 
octogenarian prophet. Daniel is now summoned for his last act of service to a Babylonian king. 
He is ready to speak a word for His Lord, “in season, out of season” (2 Timothy 4:2).  This old man 
began well, continued well, and will end his race well. This must have been quite a scene as he 
calmly stood before hundreds of Babylonian dignitaries stilled by the words on the wall. Swindoll 
described it well, “Before the sapling king, he stands like an oak tree – his character firmly rooted, 
his integrity unshakable.”  

The king words are a mixture of condescension and flattery. He refers to the once great 
ruler somewhat dismissively as “of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought 
out of Jewry?” Such discourtesy of a loyal and trusted counselor of his father could have inflamed a 
prouder man than Daniel. Belshazzar also throws in some smooth flattery, “I have even heard of 
thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee.” 
He then promises him the world if he will give him the interpretation. It was like being offered a 
promotion in a bankrupt company! Daniel will not be flattered or intimidated into changing 
God’s message to suit the new generation. He knows there stands before him a blasphemous, 
ungodly man who holds the power of life and death. But that will not deter Daniel from doing 
right. He is unmoved by the rewards of this world. This man cannot be bought at any price in 
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any generation! Like Moses, he had discovered greater treasure, “Esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt” (Hebrews 11:26).  

Daniel may have been living in retirement ignored by the new regime of the youthful 
Belshazzar. Like Rehoboam, Belshazzar may have spurned the wise counselors of his 
grandfather, which left Daniel on the sidelines, and seemingly forgotten. He does not want the 
counsel of the godly. The playboy monarch seemingly had more interest in partying than taking 
care of his kingdom. Wiersbe observes, “What a tragedy that the ruler of the mighty city of 
Babylon should ignore one of the greatest men in history and turn to him only in the last hours 
of his life when it was too late.” Certainly, Daniel was not part of the drunken revelry of 
Belshazzar’s partygoers. This man was a separatist from the first day he spent in Babylon till the 
last day.  

When the moment comes, the Lord has His men in the right place to speak for Him. 
Joseph Parker makes a pertinent application, 

Preachers of the Word, you will be wanted some day by Belshazzar; you were not at the 
beginning of the feast, but you will be there before the banqueting hall is closed; the king 
will not ask you to drink wine, but he will ask you to tell the secret of his pain and heal 
the malady of his heart. Abide your time. You are nobody now... Midway down the 
program to mention pulpit, or preacher, or Bible, would be to violate the harmony of the 
occasion. But the preacher, as we have often had occasion to say, will have his 
opportunity. They will send for him when all other friends have failed; may he then come 
fearlessly, independently, asking only to be made a medium through which divine 
communications can be addressed to the listening trouble of the world...O Daniel, 
preacher, speaker, teacher, thunder out God’s word, if it be a case of judgment and 
doom; or whisper it, or rain in gracious tears, if it be a message of sympathy and love and 
welcome. 

When we come to a passage such as this one, we must all learn to not trifle with sin. God is 
longsuffering and merciful but His grace should never be presumed upon. He will always judge 
sin. The creature cannot indefinitely defy the Creator for, “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). Many are living the illusion 
of permanence like the partygoers in Babylon. Disaster is around the corner yet the party goes 
on. Death parades before us every day and yet we think there is always tomorrow. Few expect it, 
but it is coming nonetheless!  The God who numbered the days of Belshazzar also numbers our 
days. As the poet put it, 

 

’Tis  the hand of  God on the wal l !   

’Tis  the hand of  God on the wal l !   

Shal l  the record be “Found wanting !”  

Or shal l  i t  be “Found trust ing !”  

While  that hand is  wri t ing on the wal l? 

 

 



 

  71 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Why does man think he can defy God? 

2. Is God’s judgment always immediate? 

3. Can you think of other examples of God’s judgment in the Bible on defiant sinners? 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
 

Weighed, But Wanting (Daniel 5:17-31) 

 

There is little point in having convictions if you do not have the courage to stand for them. 
Daniel was a man who had an abundance of conviction and courage. These were moulded in 
him by the grace of God. No godly man enjoys being the bearer of bad news. It would take all of 
Daniel’s conviction and courage to speak for God before the godless, young Belshazzar. A lesser 
man would have been intimidated, bought off or pleaded ignorance. There will always be the 
subtle temptation to dilute the message for a man of God. The greater the incentive the greater 
will be the power of the temptation.  

Then Danie l  answered  and sa id  be for e  the  king ,  Let  thy  g i f t s  be  to  thyse l f ,  and g ive  thy  r ewards  to  another ;  

y e t  I  wi l l  r ead the  wr i t ing  unto  the  king ,  and make known to  h im the  in t erpre ta t ion .  (v17)  

Daniel makes it clear that he has no interest in material wealth, “Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy 
rewards to another.” He will never be manipulated by wealth, power or even threats. Daniel had 
determined from young, he was going to be God’s servant. Like Paul, he could not be 
manipulated by any man, “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10). It is easier to stand with the crowd 
than to stand alone with the Lord.  

Some wi l l  hate you,  some wi l l  love you,   
Some wi l l  f lat ter ,  some wi l l  s l ight ;   

Cease f rom man, and look above you,   
Trust  in God and do the r ight .  (Macleod)  

 Like every true servant of God, this man is not motivated by “filthy lucre” (1 Timothy 3:3), 
as he is here to speak for God “yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the 
interpretation.” Rich Cathers observes, 

Lesson - Ministry is free. Jesus told His disciples: (Matt. 10:8) “Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.” I think this goes beyond 
whether or not you get “paid” for ministry or for helping others. Why do you help 
others? Do you expect to get something in return? Sometimes we can find ourselves 
serving others to gain “respect”. And then when someone doesn’t show us any 
“respect”, we act surprised and think about quitting. 

The faithful and fearless old prophet, Daniel will give a history lesson, then a theology lesson, 
and then finally a prophetic lesson to the young king. His message would be short but not sweet! 
The prophet is stern and direct to the young man who had profaned God’s Name so openly.  
Doubtless, the godly Daniel was deeply shocked at the utter profanity of this wretched monarch 
as he looked upon the scene of sacrilege around him.  

O thou king ,  the  most  h igh God gave  Nebuchadnezzar thy  fa ther  a  kingdom, and majes ty ,  and g lory ,  and 

honour :  And for  the  majes ty  that  He gave  h im, a l l  peop l e ,  nat ions ,  and languages ,  t r embled  and f eared  be for e  

h im: whom he would  he  s l ew ;  and whom he would  he  kept  a l iv e ;  and whom he would  he  s e t  up ;  and whom he 

would  he  put  down.  But  when h is  hear t  was l i f t ed  up ,  and h is  mind hardened in  pr ide ,  he  was deposed  f rom 
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his  king ly  throne ,  and they  took h is  g lory  f rom him: And he  was dr iven f rom the  sons  o f  men;  and h is  hear t  

was made l ike  the  beas t s ,  and h i s  dwe l l ing  was wi th  the  wi ld  asse s :  they  f ed  h im wi th grass  l ike  oxen ,  and h is  

body was wet  wi th  the  dew o f  heaven ;  t i l l  he  knew that  the  most  h igh God ru led  in  the  kingdom o f  men,  and 

that  He appo inte th  over  i t  whomsoever  He wi l l . (v18-21) 

Daniel begins by reviewing the history of Babylon’s “First Family.” All of these facts need to be 
understood, before he can get to the interpretation of the writing on the wall. For just as the 
pride of his grandfather got him in trouble, so the pride of the grandson invokes the judgment of 
God also. As he has done repeatedly in his words, Daniel again emphasizes the sovereignty of 
God over the affairs of Babylon, “the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and 
majesty, and glory, and honour.”  

Even the most powerful of men need to be reminded that they are only men, whether 
they acknowledge it or not. This is the key to why Daniel never trembles before a mere king. The 
prophet always focuses on the greatness of God standing behind the feeble shadow of man, “I 
will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed” (Psalm 119:46). He cannot be 
bought with temporal rewards of this world, as Daniel wants to please the One who gives out 
eternal rewards. 

And thou h is  son ,  O Be lshazzar ,  has t  no t  humbled th ine  hear t ,  though thou knewes t  a l l  th i s ;  But  has t  l i f t ed  

up thyse l f  aga ins t  the  Lord o f  heaven ;  and they  have  brought  the  ves s e l s  o f  His  house  be fore  thee ,  and thou ,  

and thy  lords ,  thy  wives ,  and thy  concubines ,  have  drunk wine  in  them; and thou has t  pra i s ed  the  gods  o f  

s i l v e r ,  and go ld ,  o f  brass ,  i ron ,  wood ,  and s tone ,  which  s e e  no t ,  nor  hear ,  nor  know: and the  God in  whose  

hand thy  brea th i s ,  and whose  are  a l l  thy ways ,  has t  thou not  g lor i f i ed :  (v22-23) 

Daniel is not cowed into refusing to apply the truth of God’s word directly and personally to 
Belshazzar. He doesn’t make excuses for the king or gloss over the depth of his depravity. 
Belshazzar is indicted on three counts. There is an old saying that “Those Who Forget History 
Are Doomed to Repeat It.” The tragedy of Belshazzar’s life is that as a young man growing up in 
the court of his grandfather he knew this history, “though thou knewest all this.” Instead of 
humbling himself, he exalts self “But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven.” Such pride is the 
universal characteristic of the unregenerate heart. Belshazzar had stored up wrath against himself 
and now he must face the consequences (cf. Romans 2:4-5). 

Daniel points out the irony that the king was praising idols that could not communicate 
while blaspheming the one True God, who had proved His power by communicating with the 
handwriting, “and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, 
nor hear, nor know.” Belshazzar sat through providence’s lessons of life, but then failed the 
examination! His life is one of the saddest stories ever told. Campbell remarks that, 

Belshazzar knew all about his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar’s experience, but he did not 
learn from it. He did not profit in any way, did not heed the warning, did not learn from 
history and humble himself before God. As a sad result, judgment would fall very soon 
on this king and his kingdom. God expects men to respond to the light He gives. When 
they do not, judgment is the only alternative...God holds men responsible for the truth 
He reveals to them. To Belshazzar, only a comparatively small amount of truth was 
revealed, and he was held responsible. How much greater the responsibility and 
accountability of men today who are exposed to the Word of God by radio, television, 
the printed page, in churches, camps, conferences, and seminars—and yet do not believe! 
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Knowing the truth does not mean that you experience the power of the truth. Many men 
sin with their eyes fully open, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” 
(James 4:17). The wisest king of Israel, Solomon knew to forbade his heathen wife from living in 
the holy city, but he still married her, “And Solomon brought up the daughter of Pharaoh out of the city of 
David unto the house that he had built for her: for he said, My wife shall not dwell in the house of David king of 
Israel, because the places are holy, whereunto the ark of the LORD hath come” (2 Chronicles 8:11). We are 
all experts at compartmentalizing our sin with selective obedience. But the greater the light, the 
greater will be the severity of the judgment (cf. Matthew 10:15). For those who sin against the 
light, like Belshazzar, the handwriting is on the wall! 

Daniel gives a classic theological understanding of how deep God’s sovereignty extends, 
“the God in whose hand thy breath is.” The hand that wrote the riddle is the hand that holds the very 
breath of Belshazzar. This is equally true of every human on this planet. We are all an 
involuntary heartbeat away from eternity.  The date of our birth and the date of our death is 
under the sovereign control of God. What foolishness it is for puny man to exalt himself against 
the God in whose hand his very breath is, “For in Him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 
17:28).  

Daniel also condemns Belshazzar for not giving God the glory, “and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified.” The Westminster Standards sum up perfectly the chief duty of every man, 
“to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.” This they tell us is by “The Word of God, which is 
contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we 
may glorify and enjoy Him.” This is the way all of us are to live, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). 
Then was the  par t  o f  the  hand sent  f rom him; and th i s  wr i t ing  was wr i t t en .  And th i s  i s  the  wr i t ing  that  was 

wr i t t en ,  MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This  i s  the  in t erpre ta t ion o f  the  th ing :  MENE; God 

hath numbered  thy  kingdom, and f in i shed i t .  TEKEL; Thou ar t  we ighed in  the  ba lances ,  and ar t  found 

want ing .  PERES; Thy kingdom is  d iv ided ,  and g iven to  the  Medes  and Pers ians .  (v24-28) 

After the withering rebuke, Daniel immediately proceeds to the actual interpretation of the 
cryptic message. This expression “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN” essentially means 
“Having been counted, having been counted, having been weighed, and having been divided.” 
The repetition of “MENE” is to emphasise that this man has been thoroughly weighed by God. 
Incidentally, “PERES” is the singular form of “UPHARSIN.” God was telling Belshazzar that 
his number was up! A sovereign God can see and judge every heart. That is the same for every 
man on this planet. Our breath is in the hand of God and He decides when we come into this 
world and when we leave it. It doesn’t matter if we have got great plans or desires, for heaven 
rules the days we have.  
 This was a particularly difficult message for Daniel to deliver. It took great courage to 
chide such a proud king in front of all his nobles. This was not just a message of condemnation 
for sin but one of immediate judgment. Every true preacher must never shirk the duty of 
warning men and women about their sin and impending judgment to come.   

Then commanded Be l shazzar ,  and they  c lo thed Danie l  w i th  s car l e t ,  and put  a  cha in o f  go ld  about  h i s  ne ck,  

and made a  proc lamat ion concern ing  h im, that  he  shou ld  be  the  th i rd  ru l er  in  the  kingdom. In that  n ight  was 

Be l shazzar the  king o f  the  Chaldeans  s la in .  And Darius  the  Median took the  kingdom, be ing  about  

three s core  and two years  o ld .  (v29-31) 
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Belshazzar at least was honourable in fulfilling the offer he had made to Daniel. So clearly he 
believed that Daniel had given a true interpretation. However, I cannot help the feeling that his 
honouring Daniel in this manner was a gesture of defiance that his kingdom’s demise was 
imminent. The great tragedy is that he did not heed the warning and repent. There evidently was 
a window of opportunity for him to do so before the Persians took his city. This may have been 
a few minutes or a few hours but it was grace from the Lord. Belshazzar shook with fear and was 
willing to honour Daniel, but not Daniel’s God. His heart was judicially hardened and his doom 
now sealed. Unlike his grandfather, he was unwilling to repent so the judgment of God was now 
inevitable. The two kings represent the highest and lowest points of the Empire. In another 
sense Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar typify every sinner. Both are proud and exalt themselves 
against God’s rule, but only one repents when humbled by the Lord and the other is defiant and 
remains hardened in his sin.  
 The word of God is always accurate, “In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans 
slain” and “Darius the Median took the kingdom.” God does not do idle threats. His Spirit will not 
always strive with man. God will not be mocked. He can make the proudest sinner to tremble! 
When the Lord promises to deal with a man, then it will happen. Nothing will be left unfulfilled. 
6,000 years of human history is evidence that God’s judgment is always true. There is no way of 
evading it in this life or the next. The Pharaohs, Belshazzars, and Herods of this world are proof 
that no man can take on God and win. It truly is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God (cf. Hebrews 10:31). Belshazzar had it all and in 24 hrs lost it all.  
 Secular historians record that the Persians took Babylon that night. The Persian soldiers 
captured the city by diverting much of the Euphrates river into a nearby lake. They then walked 
through the lowered river level under the walls, opened the gates to the Persian army, and then 
took the city when the Babylonians were still feasting. The seemingly impregnable city was taken 
without a siege or much of a battle. Now, this is not a “lucky guess” by Daniel. Many years 
before God had prophesied the exact timing of the end of the Babylonian Empire, 
 

And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him. And 
all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son’s son, until the very time of his land 
come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him. (Jeremiah 
27:6-7; cf. Isaiah 13) 

Belshazzar began that day full of hope and expectancy to live for self. He never 
anticipated that it would be his last. Judgment day had arrived. He not only lost his kingdom but 
more importantly he lost his eternal soul. The line had been crossed and all that awaited him was, 
“But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation” (Hebrews 10:31). He would meet his 
Maker that night that he had mocked so foolishly that day. No man can lift up his head against 
God and win. Don’t make his mistake! No one knows if God will declare that your present sin 
will be your last! 

The ungodly live as if tomorrow is always guaranteed, “Their inward thought is, that their 
houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own 
names. Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish” (Psalm 49:11-12). 
They live as if there is no God or, if there is, that He will never punish them. God owes no man 
anything, especially those who reject His warnings, “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). 
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All of us need to heed the warning given to this foolish king. In this passage, there is a 
insightful juxtaposition of man’s responsibility and accountability, “But hast lifted up thyself against 
the Lord of heaven.” and God’s sovereignty, “the God in whose hand thy breath is.” We all need to 
reverently and faithfully live up to our responsibilities in light of God sovereign rule. Nothing is 
forgotten with God. However, it is not too late for any reader. We are still on the right side of 
eternity. Listen to the “Daniels” that a gracious God places in your life! We may share the sins of 
Belshazzar but we don’t have to share his fate. Your story can have a happy ending if you, “Seek 
ye the LORD while He may be found, call ye upon him while He is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him; and to 
our God, for He will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7). 
 My friend – remember the brevity of life and the longevity of eternity. Cry with the 
Psalmist, “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). Live 
for God in this life and you will live with Him in eternity. Don’t ignore the warnings of God’s 
handwriting of the wall for your life. Just as God humbled the proud kings of Babylon, He can 
do the same to you. The same God who numbered, weighed, and judged Belshazzar is still on 
the throne today. God is weighing your every thought, word, and action. He will have the last 
word. Be sure that you are not found wanting, but live a life, “Redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil” (Ephesians 5:16). 
 

There ’s  a l ine that i s  drawn by re j e c t ing our Lord   
Where the cal l  o f  His Spir i t  i s  los t    

And you hurry along with the pleasure-mad throng   
Have you counted,  have you counted the cost?  

 
You may barter  your hope o f  e t erni ty ’ s  morn 

 For a moment o f  joy at  the most    
For the g l i t t er  o f  s in and the things i t  wi l l  win   

Have you counted,  have you counted the cost?  
 

While  the door o f  His mercy i s  open to you 
 Ere the depth o f  His love you exhaust    

Won’t  you come and be healed,  won’t  you whisper ,  I  y i e ld 
 I  have counted,  I  have counted the cos t  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What areas of our life are to be lived for the glory of God? 

2. Why do people sin with their eyes open? What was the sin of Belshazzar for which he 
was being judged by God? 

3. If God were writing on the wall of your life, what message would He send you? 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
 

Liars, Laws, and Lions (Daniel 6:1-10) 

 

This chapter is one of the best known of those in the Bible. A new Empire has begun now in the 
life of Daniel. This man has lived through great change in his life but he remains consistent for 
God no matter how his circumstances change. He grew up under a Jewish monarch in Jerusalem, 
then lived through almost seventy years of the Babylonian Empire, and now he is alive in the 
Medo-Persian Empire. This man will live under the reign of at least 8 kings and his unassailable 
integrity will shine for more than 2,500 years. He was probably the finest statesman who ever 
held office on the face of the earth. 

Daniel is now well into his ninth decade. Often when a man gets older he can lose his 
zeal for God or feels he has fought his great battles, but not this colossus Daniel. Too many 
begin well but finish poorly, but Daniel is a man who shows us what it is to, “run with patience the 
race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). He will demonstrate to us how to remain faithful when 
the pressure is on. This is particularly pertinent for us. Donald Campbell points out that this 
chapter, 

sets before us the example of a man who possessed the “invisible means of support,” the 
“inner resources” that gave purpose to his life, molded his conduct, and sustained him in 
adversity. Contemporary man would do well to study again this well-known episode and 
learn the secrets of living happily in a stress-filled society. 

This chapter also proves that great trials can come to us at any age. Indeed, Daniel’s 
greatest trial was here in his ninth decade. This trial will come to Daniel when he is at his most 
powerful position in any of the Empires. Often believers aspire to high positions in church and 
the secular world, but the higher you go the greater the temptations and trials. There is always a 
price to pay.  

I t  p l eased  Darius  to  s e t  over  the  kingdom an hundred and twenty  pr inces ,  whi ch  shou ld  be  over  the  who le  

kingdom; And over  these  three  pres idents ;  o f  whom Danie l  was f i r s t :  that  the  pr ince s  might  g iv e  ac counts  unto  

them, and the  king  shou ld  have  no  damage .  Then th i s  Danie l  was pre f e r r ed  above  the  pres idents  and pr inces ,  

be cause  an exce l l en t  sp i r i t  was in  h im; and the  king  thought  to  s e t  h im over  the  who le  r ea lm. (v1 -3)  

Daniel’s prospects as the “third ruler in the kingdom” of Babylon under Belshazzar would, from a 
human perspective, suggest that the new rulers of Persia would not trust him. However, God has 
a higher purpose and plan for His faithful servant. Instead of demotion or even execution, this 
man is elevated to high office by the Persians. A man of God is immortal until God’s purpose 
for his life is accomplished.  

Normally, a man from the Persian noble class filled the office of a “prince.” But so 
impressed was Darius by the character and wisdom of this old Jewish captive that had “an 
excellent spirit was in him” that “the king thought to set him over the whole realm.” Daniel not only became 
one of the princes that governed a region of the Empire like a king but he was put in authority 
over all these other rulers. His superior character led to his seniority. In our world it is who  you 
know that determines promotion but in God’s world it is what  you are.  
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Then the  pres idents  and pr inces  sought  to  f ind o c cas ion aga in s t  Danie l  concern ing  the  kingdom; but  they  cou ld  

f ind none  o c cas ion nor  fau l t ;  f o rasmuch as  he  was fa i th fu l ,  ne i ther  was there  any error  or  fau l t  found in  h im. 

Then sa id  these  men,  We sha l l  no t  f ind any o c cas ion aga ins t  th i s  Danie l ,  excep t  we f ind i t  aga in s t  h im 

concern ing  the  law o f  h i s  God.  (v4-5)  

When a man lives for God, the devil has his men lined up to attack him. This is also true within 
and without the church. You would think the world would welcome a man who doesn’t lie, 
cheat, take advantage, lives for others etc. But the world hates the servants of the Lord because it 
hates the Lord they represent. Daniel had done no wrong to any of these men yet they actively, 
“sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom.” No doubt they were envious of the old 
foreign Jew being elevated above them and they knew that having such an incorruptible person 
in such a position limited their ability to engage in ill-gotten gain. Pritchard points out,  

You can tell a lot about a person by the quality of his enemies. Daniel must have been a 
good man because he had the right kind of enemies. The people who hated him were no 
friends of God. They came after his faith because they could find no fault in him, and 
they had no answer for what he believed. 

This reminds us that there is still a spiritual war waging around us against the people of 
God. Whenever God’s people are living and working with the unbelieving world there will be the 
same opposing forces at work. Sometimes doing what is right can cost you everything – even 
your life.  

 The amazing thing was that 122 very intelligent and resourceful men examined carefully 
Daniel’s: (i) public; (ii) private; and (iii) spiritual life and the record was “but they could find none 
occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.” One word 
sums this man’s life up – CONSISTENT! He was the same everywhere in every situation before 
every kingdom and every man. There were no skeletons in his closet! He does not 
compartmentalize his obedience and faith. He is the same in private as he is in public. Daniel 
does not serve two masters! He practiced what James called, “Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world” (James 1:27). 

This integrity is remarkable considering the endemic corruption that pervaded 
Babylonian society; particularly political society.  Daniel was a man who lived in light of the 
truth, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3). He knew 
the God of Jerusalem was the God in Babylon. In Daniel 5:11-12 we saw that Nebuchadnezzar 
had promoted Daniel because of his extraordinary character during his long reign. Now in this 
chapter Darius recognises this for, “Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an 
excellent spirit was in him.” This testimony before men lasted over 80 years. That is consistency! 
What a record! What a testimony! He is a model for us all to follow in the work place.  

Character counts with God, and it must count with us. The world may be relativists but 
the Christian lives by absolute principles. Paul commanded the saints at Philippi 

Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; (Philippians 2:14-15) 

Notice Paul emphasizes the extent of this, “Do all things.” It is character that we leave as a legacy 
for future generations, “The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him” (Proverbs 
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20:7). Someone defined a hypocrite as “A person who is not himself on Sunday.” Yet, Daniel 
raises the bar for us all by proving that a good Sunday Christian can also be a good weekday 
Christian! Every area of our lives should be lived impeccably as we have the highest motivation 
of all – for the glory of God, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). 

Before we pass over this “character audit” too quickly, we must ask ourselves. Few of us 
live in such a pagan and hostile environment as Daniel did, but would any of us stand up to such 
an examination? Could any of us invite the ungodly to audit every area of our lives? If you were 
arrested and charged with being a believer, would there be enough evidence to convict you? Do 
you “adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things” (Titus 2:10)? We do not claim perfection but 
we do claim to be different! The preacher CH Spurgeon was sent a letter by blackmailers 
threatened to destroy his character and ministry if he did not send them money. Spurgeon was so 
confident that his conscience was clear on all matters and wrote back, “You and your like are 
requested to publish all you know about me across the heavens.” 

The world watches us more closely than we think. Daily we are under their microscope. 
They delight to note our failures. How happy our work environments, homes, and churches 
would be if we were to live like Daniel. How blessed it would be if the only fault in us the 
ungodly could find was in relation to our faith. Fame and position comes and goes but only true 
character is what will ultimately endure.  

Then these  pres idents  and pr inces  assembled  toge ther  to  the  king ,  and sa id  thus  unto  h im, King Darius ,  l i v e  

for  ever .  Al l  the  pres idents  o f  the  kingdom, the  governors ,  and the  pr ince s ,  the  counse l lo r s ,  and the  capta ins ,  

have  consu l t ed  toge ther  to  e s tab l i sh  a  roya l  s ta tu te ,  and to  make a  f i rm decr e e ,  that  whosoever  sha l l  ask a 

pe t i t ion o f  any God or  man for  th i r ty  days ,  save  o f  thee ,  O king ,  he  sha l l  be  cas t  in to  the  den o f  l i ons .  Now, 

O king ,  e s tab l i sh  the  de cr e e ,  and s ign  the  wr i t ing ,  that  i t  be  no t  changed ,  a c cord ing  to  the  law o f  the  Medes  

and Pers ians ,  whi ch a l t e r e th  not .  Where fore  king  Darius  s i gned the  wr i t ing  and the  de c r e e .  (v6 -9)  

These men knew that if they can engineer a situation where Daniel has to choose between the 
laws of the king and the laws of God that undoubtedly he would choose the latter. The devil 
often uses man’s laws to further his agenda. The devil’s men begin with flattery, “King Darius, live 
for ever.” They know how to press the right buttons of the proud. Then they unfold their 
iniquitous plot under the guise of deifying the gullible king, “whosoever shall ask a petition of any God 
or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.” Darius was to be the “god 
of the month.” As part of this they tell a lie as they claim, “All the presidents of the kingdom.” Daniel 
had not been consulted and would certainly have not given his consent to such blasphemy. The 
devil is the “father of lies,” (John 8:44) so we should not be surprised when his followers use the 
same tactics to trap the godly. 

 We should note not only their pernicious tactics but also their cruelty. The punishment 
for not praying to Darius was to be, “cast into the den of lions.” They were not interested in simply 
deposing Daniel from his office but they wanted him destroyed. This death was to be by the 
most brutal one they could envisage – torn to pieces by savage lions. These are the men of 
whom the Psalmist said, “For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; 
their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue” (Psalm 5:9). 

 To their delight, the susceptible king was taken in by this approach. He did not question 
why his chief president was not there or hesitate, “Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the 
decree.” This complacency and carelessness would cost Darius dearly. Once signed this law was 



 

  80 

irrevocable, “establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which altereth not.” Historian Will Durant explains, 

It was a proud boast of Persia that its laws never changed, and that a royal promise or 
decree was irrevocable. In his edicts and judgments the king was supposed to be inspired 
by the god Ahura-Mazda himself; therefore the law of the realm was the Divine Will, and 
any infraction of it was an offense against the deity. 

Of course behind all of their subtlety was the spirit of the serpent. The tactic of flattery 
and lies is what snared Eve in the garden of Eden. No doubt the devil thought his plan was 
foolproof to rid him of one of his most feared enemies in Babylon – Daniel. The very fact of his 
absolute consistency would lead the devil to believe this man would fall into his trap. Daniel was 
a victim of his own integrity. If he had been inconsistent like Lot or Samson, they would never 
have snared him. However, the devil should have learned the lessons of the burning fiery 
furnace. Attacking God’s servants is to attack God Himself. There is a Lawgiver whose laws 
rules over the Medes and Persians. For it is God alone who rules this world, “He ruleth by His 
power for ever” (Psalm 66:7). No man or creature votes God into power and no one can vote Him 
out.  

NATURE OF THE TEMPTATION 

To the polytheistic Persians, praying to Darius for 30 days would not have troubled their 
conscience. However, Daniel had an acute dilemma. He faced a number of temptations here: 

(1) Misunderstood – people would say that he was openly defying the king’s law. Better to simply 
pray in your heart and then this would not cause any misunderstanding. Doubtless the devil 
whispered to him to simply close his windows and pray in private.  

(2) Let his devotions slide for a month – after all, God would understand the need to preserve 
his life in Babylon, as he was being forced against his will to refrain. It was only for 30 days and 
he was not being asked to bow to an idol. 

(3) Humiliation – it would not be easy to see such a dignified and respected leader like him be 
dragged from his post in such a public manner.  

(4) Loss – Daniel had spent all his life in faithful service. He had now reached the very top. Why 
throw it away on a pointless gesture like this? Was it not God who had placed him there? 

(5) Influence – The 70 years prophesied for the return from the captivity was almost up. Surely 
God needed him in such a prominent position to fulfil the prophecy.  

(6) Pain – the thought of such a feeble old man being thrown to the ravenous lions to be torn to 
pieces must have frightened him.  

This temptation would have been running through Daniel’s mind on the 3 times a day he knelt 
to pray. Repeated temptations have the ability to erode our resistance.  

Now when Danie l  knew that  the  wr i t ing  was s i gned ,  he  went  in to  h i s  house ;  and h i s  windows be ing  open  in  

h i s  chamber  toward Jerusa l em, he  knee l ed  upon h is  knees  three  t imes  a  day ,  and prayed ,  and gave  thanks 

be fore  h i s  God,  as  he  d id  a fore t ime .  (v10)  

Most of us would have panicked or dramatically reacted at such news. But not Daniel. He will 
not be moved but simply went on with his daily walk with God, “as he did aforetime.” Times may 
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have changed in Babylon but Daniel would not be changed. He remains unshaken, unmoved, 
and unchanged. This is as great a work of grace as his eventual deliverance from the lions.  

This is Daniel at his greatest point. He likely knew this decree was aimed at him, but that 
will not change this man who has been a rock of consistency for over 80 years. The Bible 
underlines, “he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he 
did aforetime.” This man had been praying like this for over 70 years. That was over 75,000 
seasons of prayers! It is not surprising the devil could not shake this man! We often make 
excuses for not making time to pray. Yet this elderly man held one of the most powerful roles in 
the Empire yet he made time to pray. Do we really have a valid excuse for our prayerlessness? 

Doubtless, many would have succumbed to this temptation. But Daniel had fought the 
spirit of Babylon for 70 years and he is not about to give in now. From young he had “purposed in 
his heart” not to dishonour God’s word (Daniel 1:8). Prayer was so important to him that he 
would rather lose his life than give up honouring God this way. If you give up obeying the word 
of God, the world’s “lions” will not come near you. Daniel decided to just keep doing what he 
had always done. He had served God from young in Babylon no matter what the consequences.  

Daniel prayed in this manner because he knew this was biblical. In Solomon’s temple 
prayer he was aware of what his duty was in captivity,  

Yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land whither they were carried captives, and 
repent, and make supplication unto thee in the land of them that carried them captives, 
saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have committed wickedness; And 
so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their 
enemies, which led them away captive, and pray unto thee toward their land, which thou 
gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have 
built for thy name: Then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven thy 
dwelling place, and maintain their cause, (1 Kings 8:47-49) 

Daniel was also aware of the need to maintain his testimony. Campbell put it well of him 
that he, “was not a man who served God only when there was no price to be paid.” He would let 
idolatrous Babylon know that there was one man who could not be bought. His faith was an 
open one. Even the king knew of his worship of Jehovah (v16).  

Daniel was a man who always aimed to, “Seek those things which are above” (Colossians 3:1). 
That is why when he went to prayer knowing the fate that awaited him that, “prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God.” There is not a hint of bitterness or complaint. He could give “thanks” as he 
knew that his life was under the sovereign control of the Lord. So that he was in this 
predicament by God’s permission and would be a means of bringing God the glory no matter 
what happened to him. Spurgeon makes a pointed application, 

Suppose the law of the land were proclaimed, ‘No man shall pray during the remainder 
of this month, on pain of being cast into a den of lions,’ - how many of you would pray? 
I think there would be rather a scanty number at the prayer-meeting. Not but what the 
attendance at prayer-meetings is scanty enough now! But if there were the penalty of 
being cast into a den of lions, I am afraid the prayer-meeting would be postponed for a 
month, owing to pressing business, and manifold engagements of one kind and another. 

  



 

  82 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. If 122 persons carefully examined your public and private life, could you stand the test? 

2. If you live a godly life in this world, will the ungodly welcome you? 

3. What does it take to stop you from praying? 
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
 

The God Who Delivers (Daniel 6:11-28) 

 
One of the ways to measure a man’s character is to see how he reacts when faced with a crisis. 
The challenge to Daniel’s faith has been thrown down. But the faithful and fearless man of God 
will not compromise. He knew they accused him “concerning the law of his God” (v5b). God’s law 
takes precedence of Darius’ law in Daniel’s life, as he knew when there is a conflict, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). Daniel is a man who will obediently disobey! He had 
discovered a cause worth dying for. We tend to make excuses for giving into temptation but the 
Bible makes clear that there is always a way to escape, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”(1 Corinthians 10:13). 

Daniel will prove the truth of this promise. He knows his next appointment is likely to be 
in the den of lions but he is on his knees praising God and giving thanks. He had won the battle 
with the den of lions on his knees. The persevering saint perseveres in the place of prayer. A 70-
year habit is a hard one to break! 

Then these  men assembled ,  and found Danie l  pray ing  and making suppl i ca t ion be fore  h i s  God.  Then they  

came near ,  and spake be for e  the  king  concern ing  the  king ’ s  de cr e e ;  Hast  thou not  s i gned a  decr e e ,  that  every  

man that  sha l l  ask a pe t i t ion  o f  any  God or  man wi th in  th ir ty  days ,  save  o f  thee ,  O king ,  sha l l  be  cas t  in to  

the  den o f  l i ons?  The king  answered  and sa id ,  The th ing  i s  t rue ,  a c cord ing  to  the  law o f  the  Medes  and 

Pers ians ,  whi ch a l t e r e th  not .  (v11-12) 

Daniel’s consistency appears to be his downfall. As Maclaren notes, 

These people calculated upon Daniel, and they had a right to calculate upon him. Could 
the world calculate upon us, that we would rather go to the lions’ den than conform to 
what God and our consciences told us to be a sin? If not, we have not yet learned what it 
means to be a disciple. The commandment comes to us absolutely, as it came to the 
servants in the first miracle, ‘Whatsoever He saith unto you’—that, and that only—
‘whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.’ 

Satan’s men do not hesitate to rush to the king when they have the evidence to convict Daniel. 
However, they are cunning enough to know not to accuse Daniel directly without forcing Darius 
with a rhetorical question to acknowledge the validity of the law. They draw out the admission 
that the Medo-Persian law cannot be revoked. Now, it appears their plan is unassailable. In their 
minds, Daniel is as good as dead.   

Then answered  they  and sa id  be fore  the  king ,  That  Danie l ,  whi ch  i s  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  the  capt iv i t y  o f  Judah,  

r egarde th  not  thee ,  O king ,  nor  the  de cr e e  that  thou has t  s i gned ,  but  maketh h i s  pe t i t ion  three  t imes  a  day .  

(v13) 

Now, the trap has been sprung, they immediately seize the golden opportunity to get rid off their 
hated foe. Their disdain of Daniel comes out in how they describe the respected and loyal 
servant who has served faithfully for 70 years, “That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of 
Judah.” They will link his foreign nationality and race to his disobedience to the laws of Persia.  
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Like the Chaldean accusers of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Daniel 3:12), they 
provocatively accuse Daniel of disrespecting the king, “regardeth not thee, O king.” Then they 
follow up by making clear that Daniel has broken the king’s law “nor the decree that thou hast signed” 
and had done so repeatedly, “but maketh his petition three times a day.” 

 
Then the  king ,  when he  heard these  words ,  was sore  d i sp l eased  wi th  h imse l f ,  and se t  h i s  hear t  on Danie l  to  

de l iv er  h im: and he  laboured  t i l l  the  go ing  down o f  the  sun to  de l iv er  h im. Then these  men assembled  unto  the  

king ,  and sa id  unto  the  king ,  Know, O king ,  that  the  law o f  the  Medes  and Pers ians  i s ,  That  no de cr e e  nor  

s ta tu te  which  the  king  e s tab l i she th  may be  changed .  Then the  king  commanded ,  and they  brought  Danie l ,  and 

cas t  h im in to  the  den o f  l ions .  Now the  king  spake and sa id  unto  Danie l ,  Thy God whom thou serves t  

cont inual ly ,  He wi l l  de l iv er  thee .  (v14-16) 

Darius now realises he has been trapped in a web of deceit to destroy his most trusted advisor. 
To compound his misery, he knows that his own pride has led to this, “was sore displeased with 
himself.” Darius knows that men like Daniel are worth their weight in gold so “set his heart on 
Daniel to deliver him.” It is rare to find a man you can trust implicitly. Keil points out that Persian 
sentences are normally carried out before sunset on the day they are pronounced, which is why 
Darius, “laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him.” No doubt sensing the great reluctance of 
the king to condemn Daniel, the enemies remind Darius that there is no loophole, “that the law of 
the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed.”  
 Eventually Darius concedes defeat and commands that the sentence be carried out. 
There are trials in life that providence has ordained for us that no man on earth can deliver us 
from. However, before Darius orders the execution of the sentence he reminds Daniel “Thy God 
whom thou servest continually, He will deliver thee.” Clearly, in the time he spent with Daniel the king 
could observe that the secret to this man’s life was his continual service to Jehovah. Consistency 
and integrity are recognised by unbelievers in our lives. Daniel must have testified of the 
greatness of the Lord to Darius for this pagan monarch was confident, “He will deliver thee.” 
Moody makes a good observation, 
 

There must have been great excitement in the city then: all Babylon knew that this man 
was not going to swerve. They knew very well that this old statesman was a man of iron 
will; and that it was not at all likely he would yield. The lions’ den had few terrors to him. 
He would rather be in the lions’ den with GOD, than out of it without Him.  

 
And a s tone  was brought ,  and la id  upon the  mouth o f  the  den ;  and the  king  s ea l ed  i t  w i th  h i s  own s igne t ,  and 

wi th  the  s i gne t  o f  h i s  lo rds ;  that  the  purpose  might  no t  be  changed concern ing  Danie l .  Then the  king  went  to  

h i s  pa lace ,  and passed  the  n ight  fas t ing :  ne i ther  were  ins t ruments  o f  mus ick brought  be for e  h im:  and h is  s l e ep  

went  f rom him. Then the  king  arose  very  ear ly  in  the  morning ,  and went  in  has t e  unto  the  den o f  l i ons .  And 

when he  came to  the  den ,  he  c r i ed  wi th  a  lamentab le  vo i c e  unto  Danie l :  and the  king  spake and sa id  to  

Danie l ,  O Danie l ,  s e rvant  o f  the  l i v ing  God,  i s  thy  God,  whom thou serves t  cont inual ly ,  ab le  to  de l iv er  thee  

f rom the  l ions?  (v17-20) 

The king sealed the entrance to the den so it could not be broken unknowingly. All of this will 
magnify the miracle of God’s grace. We must marvel at Daniel at this point. There is no 
indication that he complained or tried to evade the reality of the cruel sentence. We must 
constantly remind ourselves that Daniel does not have the benefit of hindsight that God would 
deliver him.  
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 The king with a troubled conscience doesn’t sleep well but Daniel does. The safest place 
in Babylon that night for Daniel was in the den of lions. As Pritchard says “it is better to be a 
child of faith in a lion’s den than to be a king without God in a palace.” Just as He had done with 
the burning fiery furnace, the Lord does not keep His servant from the den, but He protects him 
in the trial. Daniel had testified to Belshazzar that the Lord “in whose hand thy breath is.” (Daniel 
5:23) So now he steps out by faith knowing that whether he lives or dies depends only on God’s 
choice for his life. 
 We must give Darius credit here. He must have had some faith in the power of the Lord 
to deliver Daniel for he “fasted” all night and “the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste 
unto the den of lions.” Urgently, he cries out, “with a lamentable voice unto Daniel.”  This man really 
cared about Daniel. Darius attests, “O Daniel, servant of the living God.” How wonderful when the 
unsaved world recognises us as servants of the Lord and that we like Daniel, “servest continually” 
our Lord. Darius is not a believer even though he recognises Jehovah as “the living God” as he 
describes the Lord as “thy God.” 

Then sa id  Danie l  unto  the  king ,  O king ,  l i v e  fo r  ever .  My God hath sen t  h i s  ange l ,  and hath shut  the  l ions ’  

mouths ,  that  they  have  no t  hur t  me :  fo rasmuch as  be for e  Him innocency  was found in  me ;  and a l so  be fore  

thee ,  O king ,  have  I  done  no hur t .  (v21-22) 

This response by Daniel reveals much about his character. There is no bitterness or disrespect to 
the man who had sent him to the den of lions, “O king, live for ever.” Some have seen in this a 
prayer that the king would have eternal life. Certainly, that would be in keeping with Daniel’s 
heart. He then immediately makes it a priority to ensure that God gets the glory with his 
deliverance, “My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths.” This “angel” may well have 
been the same one that appeared in the burning fiery furnace, which could have been the pre-
incarnate Jesus Christ. The Lion of Judah can deal with any lion in the den. The Psalmist 
testifies, “The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them” (Psalm 
34:7).  

Now, the Lord does not always deliver us from the mouths of the lions. Some bring 
greater glory to God by living whereas others bring greater glory by dying. As MacArthur points 
out, 

It doesn’t always happen that way, does it? Isaiah believed God too but he got sawn in 
half. Paul believed God too and he laid his head on a block and an axe head flashed in 
the sun and severed it from his body. Peter believed in God and he got crucified upside 
down. Believing in God doesn’t mean that the lions aren’t going to eat you; there have 
been martyrs throughout all the history of God’s dealing with men that have believed 
God and they’ve died. The issue is that we accept God’s will. If it is to live, it is to live. If 
it is to die, it is to die. But in either case, we’re never defeated. In fact, if Daniel had been 
eaten by lions, he would have been in the presence of God, right? Which would have 
been better than looking up at Darius and saying O king, live forever. He couldn’t lose. 
We never lose. If he had been torn to shreds, that angel that came would have carried 
him into the presence of the Lord in Abraham’s bosom. 

 Daniel gives further reasons for the Lord’s deliverance, “forasmuch as before Him innocency 
was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.” Daniel had a clean conscience. He 
knew that God had a perfect opportunity to chasten him if he had sinned by means of the lions 
but the Lord had delivered him.  
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Then was the  king  exceed ing ly  g lad for  h im, and commanded that  they  shou ld  take Danie l  up out  o f  the  den .  

So Danie l  was taken up out  o f  the  den ,  and no manner  o f  hur t  was found upon h im, be cause  he  be l i ev ed  in  

h i s  God.  And the  king  commanded ,  and they  brought  those  men which had ac cused  Danie l ,  and they  cas t  

them in to  the  den o f  l i ons ,  them, the i r  ch i ldren ,  and the i r  wives ;  and the  l ions  had the  mastery  o f  them, and 

brake a l l  the i r  bones  in  p i e c e s  or  ever  they  came at  the  bo t tom o f  the  den .  (v23 -24) 

 
When God does a work it is always perfect, “and no manner of hurt was found upon him.” Just like his 
three friends who emerged from the fiery furnace without even the smell of the smoke, so 
Daniel comes out of the den just the same way he went in. We are told that Daniel deliverance 
here was not luck or even due to his own integrity but “because he believed in his God.” This is the 
faith held up for our example, “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions” (Hebrews 11:33).  
 The Lord overturns the plans of the enemies of Daniel. Instead of the faithful prophet 
being torn to pieces by the savage lions, it is them. They fall into the pit they dug for Daniel. It 
certainly proves that these were real lions! The families customarily perish with them, as the 
Persians felt this would prevent future retribution. The demise of these men and the manner of it 
is a classic illustration of the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 12:3) and the law of sowing and 
reaping in action (Galatians 6:7-8). They had touched God’s anointed prophet who was the apple 
of His eye (Psalm 105:15; Zechariah 2:8). Wiersbe points out further examples of this, 

Pharaoh ordered the Hebrew male babies destroyed in Egypt, and at Passover, all the 
Egyptian firstborn died. He commanded the newborn Jewish babies to be drowned in 
the Nile River, and his own army was drowned in the Red Sea (Exod. 14,15). Haman 
tried to destroy the Jewish nation and ended up being hanged on the gallows he had 
made for Mordecai (Esther 7:9, 10; 9:25). Even if sinners aren’t judged in this present 
life, they will be judged after they die (Heb. 9:27), and the judgment will be just. 

The death of these persons is contrasted sharply with what happened to Daniel. It reinforced the 
message that his deliverance was truly a divine miracle.  

Then king Darius  wro te  unto  a l l  peop le ,  nat ions ,  and languages ,  that  dwe l l  in  a l l  the  ear th ;  Peace  be  

mul t ip l i ed  unto  you .  I  make a  decr e e ,  That  in  every  dominion o f  my kingdom men t r emble  and f ear be fore  the  

God o f  Danie l :  fo r  He i s  the  l i v ing  God,  and s t ed fas t  fo r  ever ,  and His  kingdom that  which  sha l l  no t  be  

des t royed ,  and His  dominion sha l l  be  even unto  the  end .  He de l iv er e th  and res cue th ,  and He worketh s i gns  

and wonders  in  heaven and in  ear th ,  who hath de l iv er ed  Danie l  f rom the  power  o f  the  l ions .  (v25 -27) 

 
Daniel strove by his words to Darius to ensure that God gets the glory for his deliverance. The 
king recognises this and lifts up the name of the Lord in a Persian law, “for He is the living God, and 
stedfast for ever, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and His dominion shall be even unto the 
end. He delivereth and rescueth, and He worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered 
Daniel from the power of the lions.” As we observe Daniel praying and giving thanks it does not 
appear how God would get greater glory through the den of lions incident. Now, some of the 
picture emerges. It is a warning to us not to presume that when we go through trials not to judge 
the wisdom of God too soon. A sovereign God knows the end from the beginning and He 
always delivers in His own time and in His own way. 

These words of confession by Darius have led many to think this man was converted by 
this incident. It would be truly amazing to see Nebuchadnezzar and Darius in heaven. The fact 
that Darius makes this public statement is a rebuke to the unbelieving Jews. Wiersbe notes, 
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“What a paradox that the Jews, who were supposed to be witnesses to the Gentiles of the true 
and living God, were being witnessed to by the Gentiles!” 

So th i s  Danie l  prospered  in  the  r e i gn  o f  Darius ,  and in  the  r e i gn  o f  Cyrus  the  Pers ian . (v28) 

Daniel always sought to exalt God in his dealings with men. The Lord continued to reward His 
faithful servant for this. In old age, the Lord is still prospering the man who honours Him, “for 
them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed” (1 Samuel 2:30). One 
faithful man of God made a tremendous difference for over 7 decades at the highest circles in 
this world. As MacArthur put it, “It doesn’t take a lot of people; it just takes the right kind.” We 
often underestimate the power of a godly testimony. God used Daniel to touch the hearts of the 
most unlikely of men.  

WHAT MADE DANIEL A GREAT MAN? 

There were many talented and brilliant young men in the service of Nebuchadnezzar. However, 
this man towered over them. What qualities made him a man that could affect empires and 
transcend history?  

(1) Man of the Word of God – from young Daniel knew that there were lines that God’s Word 
had drawn that he must not cross. 

(2) Man of Prayer – As an old man over 80 we read he prayed 3 times a day, which he had 
practiced continually. That is over 75,000 seasons of prayer in the 70 years in Babylon. Not 
praying was a worse prospect to Daniel than being eaten by lions. 

(3) Man of Conviction – From his earliest days, he “purposed in his heart” to obey God’s word over 
the commands of any man. He would live like this no matter what the consequences.  

(4) Man of Consistency – We read the whole life of Daniel in these six chapters. Yet, throughout 
we have to marvel that this man lived for God and testified of Him before every man. He 
testified to Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Darius. There are no ups and downs in his 
faithfulness and uncompromising values.  

(5) Man of Integrity - Daniel is known for his virtue and integrity, even by his enemies. They 
knew that the only way to destroy him was to engineer a situation where he has to choose 
between his faith and his earthly future. Daniel served every king faithfully for the glory of God. 
He was never tainted by the corruption of those around him.  

(6) Man of Faith – This man trusted God no matter what the outward circumstances suggested. 
His eyes went further than the horizontal but were fixed on the God of heaven throughout. He 
never complains, seeks vengeance on enemies, tried to play politics, but was simply content to 
leave the future in God’s sovereign hands. 

(7) Man of Humility – Every opportunity this man had he sought to promote the glory of God. 
Daniel recognised that with all his natural talents and providential opportunities open before him 
that he was just a vehicle for God’s glory.   

(8) Man of Dignity – This man was always dignified despite the hatred and prejudice that was 
directed towards him.  

(9) Man of Attraction – This man was one that attracted people to him. We see this from young 
in chapter one and throughout his life kings and queens testify that he had an “excellent spirit.” 
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The star of Daniel has shone for the last 2,500 years. He is God’s “greatly beloved” (Daniel 10:19). 
In a world like ours, we need more Daniels. Purpose in your heart to be one.  

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. To what extent are you serving the Lord in the workplace? 

2. Can you live a godly life in an ungodly world? How does the example of Daniel help 
you? 

3. What is the secret to Daniel’s life? 
 


