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 “The God Who Delivers” (Daniel 6:11-28) 

One of the ways to measure a man’s character is to see how he reacts when faced with a crisis. 
The challenge to Daniel’s faith has been thrown down. But the faithful and fearless man of God 
will not compromise. He knew they accused him “concerning the law of his God” (v5b). God’s law 
takes precedence of Darius’ law in Daniel’s life, as he knew when there is a conflict, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). Daniel is a man who will obediently disobey! He had 
discovered a cause worth dying for. We tend to make excuses for giving into temptation but the 
Bible makes clear that there is always a way to escape, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”(1 Corinthians 10:13). 

Daniel will prove the truth of this promise. He knows his next appointment is likely to be 
in the den of lions but he is on his knees praising God and giving thanks. He had won the battle 
with the den of lions on his knees. The persevering saint perseveres in the place of prayer. A 70-
year habit is a hard one to break! 

Then these  men assembled ,  and found Danie l  pray ing  and making suppl i ca t ion be fore  h i s  God.  Then they  

came near ,  and spake be for e  the  king  concern ing  the  king ’ s  de cr e e ;  Hast  thou not  s i gned a  decr e e ,  that  every  

man that  sha l l  ask a pe t i t ion  o f  any God or  man wi th in  th i r ty  days ,  save  o f  thee ,  O king ,  sha l l  be  cas t  in to  

the  den o f  l i ons?  The king  answered  and sa id ,  The th ing  i s  t rue ,  a c cord ing  to  the  law o f  the  Medes  and 

Pers ians ,  whi ch a l t e r e th  not .  (v11-12) 

Daniel’s consistency appears to be his downfall. As Maclaren notes, 

These people calculated upon Daniel, and they had a right to calculate upon him. Could 
the world calculate upon us, that we would rather go to the lions’ den than conform to 
what God and our consciences told us to be a sin? If not, we have not yet learned what it 
means to be a disciple. The commandment comes to us absolutely, as it came to the 
servants in the first miracle, ‘Whatsoever He saith unto you’—that, and that only—
‘whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.’ 

Satan’s men do not hesitate to rush to the king when they have the evidence to convict Daniel. 
However, they are cunning enough to know not to accuse Daniel directly without forcing Darius 
with a rhetorical question to acknowledge the validity of the law. They draw out the admission 
that the Medo-Persian law cannot be revoked. Now, it appears their plan is unassailable. In their 
minds, Daniel is as good as dead.   

Then answered  they  and sa id  be fore  the  king ,  That  Danie l ,  whi ch  i s  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  the  capt iv i ty  o f  Judah,  

r egarde th  not  thee ,  O king ,  nor  the  de cr e e  that  thou has t  s i gned ,  but  maketh h i s  pe t i t ion  three  t imes  a  day .  

(v13) 

Now, the trap has been sprung, they immediately seize the golden opportunity to get rid off their 
hated foe. Their disdain of Daniel comes out in how they describe the respected and loyal 
servant who has served faithfully for 70 years, “That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of 
Judah.” They will link his foreign nationality and race to his disobedience to the laws of Persia.  

Like the Chaldean accusers of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Daniel 3:12), they 
provocatively accuse Daniel of disrespecting the king, “regardeth not thee, O king.” Then they 
follow up by making clear that Daniel has broken the king’s law “nor the decree that thou hast signed” 
and had done so repeatedly, “but maketh his petition three times a day.” 
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Then the  king ,  when he  heard these  words ,  was sore  d i sp l eased  wi th  h imse l f ,  and se t  h i s  hear t  on Danie l  to  

de l iv er  h im: and he  laboured t i l l  the  go ing  down o f  the  sun to  de l iv e r  h im.  Then these  men assembled  unto  the  

king ,  and sa id  unto  the  king ,  Know, O king ,  that  the  law o f  the  Medes  and Pers ians  i s ,  That  no de cr e e  nor  

s ta tu te  which  the  king  e s tab l i she th  may be  changed .  Then the  king  commanded ,  and they  brought  Danie l ,  and 

cas t  h im in to  the  den o f  l ions .  Now the  king  spake and sa id  unto  Danie l ,  Thy God whom thou serves t  

cont inual ly ,  He wi l l  de l iv er  thee .  (v14-16) 

Darius now realises he has been trapped in a web of deceit to destroy his most trusted advisor. 
To compound his misery, he knows that his own pride has led to this, “was sore displeased with 
himself.” Darius knows that men like Daniel are worth their weight in gold so “set his heart on 
Daniel to deliver him.” It is rare to find a man you can trust implicitly. Keil points out that Persian 
sentences are normally carried out before sunset on the day they are pronounced, which is why 
Darius, “laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him.” No doubt sensing the great reluctance of 
the king to condemn Daniel, the enemies remind Darius that there is no loophole, “that the law of 
the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed.”  
 Eventually Darius concedes defeat and commands that the sentence be carried out. 
There are trials in life that providence has ordained for us that no man on earth can deliver us 
from. However, before Darius orders the execution of the sentence he reminds Daniel “Thy God 
whom thou servest continually, He will deliver thee.” Clearly, in the time he spent with Daniel the king 
could observe that the secret to this man’s life was his continual service to Jehovah. Consistency 
and integrity are recognised by unbelievers in our lives. Daniel must have testified of the 
greatness of the Lord to Darius for this pagan monarch was confident, “He will deliver thee.” 
Moody makes a good observation, 
 

There must have been great excitement in the city then: all Babylon knew that this man 
was not going to swerve. They knew very well that this old statesman was a man of iron 
will; and that it was not at all likely he would yield. The lions den had few terrors to him. 
He would rather be in the lions den with GOD, than out of it without Him.  

 
And a s tone  was brought ,  and la id  upon the  mouth o f  the  den ;  and the  king  s ea l ed  i t  w i th  h i s  own s igne t ,  and 

wi th  the  s i gne t  o f  h i s  lo rds ;  that  the  purpose  might  no t  be  changed concern ing  Danie l .  Then the  king  went  to  

h i s  pa lace ,  and passed  the  n ight  fas t ing :  ne i ther  were  ins t ruments  o f  mus i ck brought  be fore  h im:  and h is  s l e ep  

went  f rom him. Then the  king  arose  very  ear ly  in  the  morning ,  and went  in  has t e  unto  the  den o f  l i ons .  And 

when he  came to  the  den ,  he  c r i ed  wi th  a  lamentab le  vo i c e  unto  Danie l :  and the  king  spake and sa id  to  

Danie l ,  O Danie l ,  s e rvan t  o f  the  l i v ing  God,  i s  thy  God,  whom thou serves t  cont inual ly ,  ab l e  to  de l i v er  thee  

f rom the  l ions?  (v17-20) 

The king sealed the entrance to the den so it could not be broken unknowingly. All of this will 
magnify the miracle of God’s grace. We must marvel at Daniel at this point. There is no 
indication that he complained or tried to evade the reality of the cruel sentence. We must 
constantly remind ourselves that Daniel does not have the benefit of hindsight that God would 
deliver him.  
 The king with a troubled conscience doesn’t sleep well but Daniel does. The safest place 
in Babylon that night for Daniel was in the den of lions. As Pritchard says “it is better to be a 
child of faith in a lion’s den than to be a king without God in a palace.” Just as He had done with 
the burning fiery furnace, the Lord does not keep His servant from the den, but He protects him 
in the trial. Daniel had testified to Belshazzar that the Lord “in whose hand thy breath is.” (Daniel 
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5:23) So now he steps out by faith knowing that whether he lives or dies depends only on God’s 
choice for his life. 
 We must give Darius credit here. He must have had some faith in the power of the Lord 
to deliver Daniel for he “fasted” all night and “the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste 
unto the den of lions.” Urgently, he cries out, “with a lamentable voice unto Daniel.”  This man really 
cared about Daniel. Darius attests, “O Daniel, servant of the living God.” How wonderful when the 
unsaved world recognises us as servants of the Lord and that we like Daniel, “servest continually” 
our Lord. Darius is not a believer even though he recognises Jehovah as “the living God” as he 
describes the Lord as “thy God.” 

Then sa id  Danie l  unto  the  king ,  O king ,  l i v e  fo r  ever .  My God hath sen t  h i s  ange l ,  and hath shut  the  l ions ’  

mouths ,  that  they  have  no t  hur t  me :  fo rasmuch as  be for e  Him innocency  was found in  me ;  and a l so  be fore  

thee ,  O king ,  have  I  done  no hur t .  (v21-22) 

This response by Daniel reveals much about his character. There is no bitterness or disrespect to 
the man who had sent him to the den of lions, “O king, live for ever.” Some have seen in this a 
prayer that the king would have eternal life. Certainly, that would be in keeping with Daniel’s 
heart. He then immediately makes it a priority to ensure that God gets the glory with his 
deliverance, “My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths.” This “angel” may well have 
been the same one that appeared in the burning fiery furnace, which could have been the pre-
incarnate Jesus Christ. The Lion of Judah can deal with any lion in the den. The Psalmist 
testifies, “The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them” (Psalm 
34:7).  

Now, the Lord does not always deliver us from the mouths of the lions. Some bring 
greater glory to God by living whereas others bring greater glory by dying. As MacArthur points 
out, 

It doesn’t always happen that way, does it? Isaiah believed God too but he got sawn in 
half. Paul believed God too and he laid his head on a block and an axe head flashed in 
the sun and severed it from his body. Peter believed in God and he got crucified upside 
down. Believing in God doesn’t mean that the lions aren’t going to eat you; there have 
been martyrs throughout all the history of God’s dealing with men that have believed 
God and they’ve died. The issue is that we accept God’s will. If it is to live, it is to live. If 
it is to die, it is to die. But in either case, we’re never defeated. In fact, if Daniel had been 
eaten by lions, he would have been in the presence of God, right? Which would have 
been better than looking up at Darius and saying O king, live forever. He couldn’t lose. 
We never lose. If he had been torn to shreds, that angel that came would have carried 
him into the presence of the Lord in Abraham’s bosom. 

 Daniel gives further reasons for the Lord’s deliverance, “forasmuch as before Him innocency 
was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.” Daniel had a clean conscience. He 
knew that God had a perfect opportunity to chasten him if he had sinned by means of the lions 
but the Lord had delivered him.  

Then was the  king  exceed ing ly  g lad for  h im, and commanded that  they  shou ld  take Danie l  up out  o f  the  den .  

So Danie l  was taken up out  o f  the  den ,  and no manner  o f  hur t  was found upon h im, be cause  he  be l i ev ed  in  

h i s  God.  And the  king  commanded ,  and they  brought  those  men which had ac cused  Danie l ,  and they  cas t  

them in to  the  den o f  l i ons ,  them, the i r  ch i ldren ,  and the i r  wives ;  and the  l ions  had the  mastery  o f  them, and 

brake a l l  the i r  bones  in  p i e c e s  or  ever  they  came at  the  bo t tom o f  the  den .  (v23 -24) 
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When God does a work it is always perfect, “and no manner of hurt was found upon him.” Just like his 
three friends who emerged from the fiery furnace without even the smell of the smoke, so 
Daniel comes out of the den just the same way he went in. We are told that Daniel deliverance 
here was not luck or even due to his own integrity but “because he believed in his God.” This is the 
faith held up for our example, “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions” (Hebrews 11:33).  
 The Lord overturns the plans of the enemies of Daniel. Instead of the faithful prophet 
being torn to pieces by the savage lions, it is them. They fall into the pit they dug for Daniel. It 
certainly proves that these were real lions! The families customarily perish with them, as the 
Persians felt this would prevent future retribution. The demise of these men and the manner of it 
is a classic illustration of the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 12:3) and the law of sowing and 
reaping in action (Galatians 6:7-8). They had touched God’s anointed prophet who was the apple 
of His eye (Psalm 105:15; Zechariah 2:8). Wiersbe points out further examples of this, 

Pharaoh ordered the Hebrew male babies destroyed in Egypt, and at Passover, all the 
Egyptian firstborn died. He commanded the newborn Jewish babies to be drowned in 
the Nile River, and his own army was drowned in the Red Sea (Exod. 14,15). Haman 
tried to destroy the Jewish nation and ended up being hanged on the gallows he had 
made for Mordecai (Esther 7:9, 10; 9:25). Even if sinners aren’t judged in this present 
life, they will be judged after they die (Heb. 9:27), and the judgment will be just. 

The death of these persons is contrasted sharply with what happened to Daniel. It reinforced the 
message that his deliverance was truly a divine miracle.  

Then king Darius  wro te  unto  a l l  peop le ,  nat ions ,  and languages ,  that  dwe l l  in  a l l  the  ear th ;  Peace  be  

mul t ip l i ed  unto  you .  I  make a  decr e e ,  That  in  every  dominion o f  my kingdom men t r emble  and f ear be for e  the  

God o f  Danie l :  fo r  He i s  the  l i v ing  God,  and s t ed fas t  fo r  ever ,  and His  kingdom that  which  sha l l  no t  be  

des t royed ,  and His  dominion sha l l  be  even unto  the  end .  He de l iv er e th  and re s cue th ,  and He worketh s i gns  

and wonders  in  heaven and in  ear th ,  who hath de l iv er ed  Danie l  f rom the  power  o f  the  l ions .  (v25 -27) 

Daniel strove by his words to Darius to ensure that God gets the glory for his deliverance. The 
king recognises this and lifts up the name of the Lord in a Persian law, “for He is the living God, and 
stedfast for ever, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and His dominion shall be even unto the 
end. He delivereth and rescueth, and He worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered 
Daniel from the power of the lions.” As we observe Daniel praying and giving thanks it does not 
appear how God would get greater glory through the den of lions incident. Now, some of the 
picture emerges. It is a warning to us not to presume that when we go through trials not to judge 
the wisdom of God too soon. A sovereign God knows the end from the beginning and He 
always delivers in His own time and in His own way. 

These words of confession by Darius have led many to think this man was converted by 
this incident. It would be truly amazing to see Nebuchadnezzar and Darius in heaven. The fact 
that Darius makes this public statement is a rebuke to the unbelieving Jews. Wiersbe notes, 
“What a paradox that the Jews, who were supposed to be witnesses to the Gentiles of the true 
and living God, were being witnessed to by the Gentiles!” 

So th i s  Danie l  prospered  in  the  r e i gn  o f  Darius ,  and in  the  r e i gn  o f  Cyrus  the  Pers ian . (v28) 

Daniel always sought to exalt God in his dealings with men. The Lord continued to reward His 
faithful servant for this. In old age, the Lord is still prospering the man who honours Him, “for 
them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed” (1 Samuel 2:30). One 
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faithful man of God made a tremendous difference for over 7 decades at the highest circles in 
this world. As MacArthur put it, “It doesn’t take a lot of people; it just takes the right kind.” We 
often underestimate the power of a godly testimony. God used Daniel to touch the hearts of the 
most unlikely of men.  

WHAT MADE DANIEL A GREAT MAN? 

There were many talented and brilliant young men in the service of Nebuchadnezzar. However, 
this man towered over them. What qualities made him a man that could affect empires and 
transcend history?  

(1) Man of the Word of God – from young Daniel knew that there were lines that God’s Word 
had drawn that he must not cross. 

(2) Man of Prayer – As an old man over 80 we read he prayed 3 times a day, which he had 
practiced continually. That is over 75,000 seasons of prayer in the 70 years in Babylon. Not 
praying was a worse prospect to Daniel than being eaten by lions. 

(3) Man of Conviction – From his earliest days, he “purposed in his heart” to obey God’s word over 
the commands of any man. He would live like this no matter what the consequences.  

(4) Man of Consistency – We read the whole life of Daniel in these six chapters. Yet, throughout 
we have to marvel that this man lived for God and testified of Him before every man. He 
testified to Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Darius. There are no ups and downs in his 
faithfulness and uncompromising values.  

(5) Man of Integrity - Daniel is known for his virtue and integrity, even by his enemies. They 
knew that the only way to destroy him was to engineer a situation where he has to choose 
between his faith and his earthly future. Daniel served every king faithfully for the glory of God. 
He was never tainted by the corruption of those around him.  

(6) Man of Faith – This man trusted God no matter what the outward circumstances suggested. 
His eyes went further than the horizontal but were fixed on the God of heaven throughout. He 
never complains, seeks vengeance on enemies, tried to play politics, but was simply content to 
leave the future in God’s sovereign hands. 

(7) Man of Humility – Every opportunity this man had he sought to promote the glory of God. 
Daniel recognised that with all his natural talents and providential opportunities open before him 
that he was just a vehicle for God’s glory.   

(8) Man of Dignity – This man was always dignified despite the hatred and prejudice that was 
directed towards him.  

(9) Man of Attraction – This man was one that attracted people to him. We see this from young 
in chapter one and throughout his life kings and queens testify that he had an “excellent spirit.” 

The star of Daniel has shone for the last 2,500 years. He is God’s “greatly beloved” (Daniel 10:19). 
In a world like ours, we need more Daniels. Purpose in your heart to be one.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. To what extent are you serving the Lord in the workplace? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Can you live a godly life in an ungodly world? How does the example of Daniel help you? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is the secret to Daniel’s life? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


