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“Liars, Laws, and Lions” (Daniel 6:1-10) 

This chapter is one of the best known of those in the Bible. A new Empire has begun now in the 
life of Daniel. This man has lived through great change in his life but he remains consistent for 
God no matter how his circumstances change. He grew up under a Jewish monarch in Jerusalem, 
then lived through almost seventy years of the Babylonian Empire, and now he is alive in the 
Medo-Persian Empire. This man will live under the reign of at least 8 kings and his unassailable 
integrity will shine for more than 2,500 years. He was probably the finest statesman who ever 
held office on the face of the earth. 

Daniel is now well into his ninth decade. Often when a man gets older he can lose his 
zeal for God or feels he has fought his great battles, but not this colossus Daniel. Too many 
begin well but finish poorly, but Daniel is a man who shows us what it is to, “run with patience the 
race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). He will demonstrate to us how to remain faithful when 
the pressure is on. This is particularly pertinent for us. Donald Campbell points out that this 
chapter, 

sets before us the example of a man who possessed the “invisible means of support,” the 
“inner resources” that gave purpose to his life, molded his conduct, and sustained him in 
adversity. Contemporary man would do well to study again this well-known episode and 
learn the secrets of living happily in a stress-filled society. 

This chapter also proves that great trials can come to us at any age. Indeed, Daniel’s 
greatest trial was here in his ninth decade. This trial will come to Daniel when he is at his most 
powerful position in any of the Empires. Often believers aspire to high positions in church and 
the secular world, but the higher you go the greater the temptations and trials. There is always a 
price to pay.  

I t  p l eased  Darius  to  s e t  over  the  kingdom an hundred and twenty  pr inces ,  whi ch  shou ld  be  over  the  who le  

kingdom; And over  these  three  pres idents ;  o f  whom Danie l  was f i r s t :  that  the  pr inces  might  g iv e  a c counts  unto  

them, and the  king  shou ld  have  no  damage .  Then th i s  Danie l  was pre f e r r ed  above  the  pres idents  and pr inces ,  

be cause  an exce l l en t  sp i r i t  was in  h im; and the  king  thought  to  s e t  h im over  the  who le  r ea lm.  (v1-3)  

Daniel’s prospects as the “third ruler in the kingdom” of Babylon under Belshazzar would, from a 
human perspective, suggest that the new rulers of Persia would not trust him. However, God has 
a higher purpose and plan for His faithful servant. Instead of demotion or even execution, this 
man is elevated to high office by the Persians. A man of God is immortal until God’s purpose 
for his life is accomplished.  

Normally, a man from the Persian noble class filled the office of a “prince.” But so 
impressed was Darius by the character and wisdom of this old Jewish captive that had “an 
excellent spirit was in him” that “the king thought to set him over the whole realm.” Daniel not only became 
one of the princes that governed a region of the Empire like a king but he was put in authority 
over all these other rulers. His superior character led to his seniority. In our world it is who  you 
know that determines promotion but in God’s world it is what  you are.  

Then the  pres idents  and pr inc es  sought  to  f ind o c cas ion aga ins t  Danie l  concern ing  the  kingdom; but  they  cou ld  

f ind none  o c cas ion nor  fau l t ;  f o rasmuch as  he  was fa i th fu l ,  ne i ther  was there  any error  or  fau l t  found in  h im. 

Then sa id  these  men,  We sha l l  no t  f ind any o c cas ion aga ins t  th i s  Danie l ,  excep t  we f ind i t  aga ins t  h im 

concern ing  the  law o f  h i s  God.  (v4-5)  
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When a man lives for God, the devil has his men lined up to attack him. This is also true within 
and without the church. You would think the world would welcome a man who doesn’t lie, 
cheat, take advantage, lives for others etc. But the world hates the servants of the Lord because it 
hates the Lord they represent. Daniel had done no wrong to any of these men yet they actively, 
“sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom.” No doubt they were envious of the old 
foreign Jew being elevated above them and they knew that having such an incorruptible person 
in such a position limited their ability to engage in ill-gotten gain. Pritchard points out,  

You can tell a lot about a person by the quality of his enemies. Daniel must have been a 
good man because he had the right kind of enemies. The people who hated him were no 
friends of God. They came after his faith because they could find no fault in him, and 
they had no answer for what he believed. 

This reminds us that there is still a spiritual war waging around us against the people of 
God. Whenever God’s people are living and working with the unbelieving world there will be the 
same opposing forces at work. Sometimes doing what is right can cost you everything – even 
your life.  

 The amazing thing was that 122 very intelligent and resourceful men examined carefully 
Daniel’s: (i) public; (ii) private; and (iii) spiritual life and the record was “but they could find none 
occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.” One word 
sums this man’s life up – CONSISTENT! He was the same everywhere in every situation before 
every kingdom and every man. There were no skeletons in his closet! He does not 
compartmentalize his obedience and faith. He is the same in private as he is in public. Daniel 
does not serve two masters! He practiced what James called, “Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world” (James 1:27). 

This integrity is remarkable considering the endemic corruption that pervaded 
Babylonian society; particularly political society.  Daniel was a man who lived in light of the 
truth, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3). He knew 
the God of Jerusalem was the God in Babylon. In Daniel 5:11-12 we saw that Nebuchadnezzar 
had promoted Daniel because of his extraordinary character during his long reign. Now in this 
chapter Darius recognises this for, “Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an 
excellent spirit was in him.” This testimony before men lasted over 80 years. That is consistency! 
What a record! What a testimony! He is a model for us all to follow in the work place.  

Character counts with God, and it must count with us. The world may be relativists but 
the Christian lives by absolute principles. Paul commanded the saints at Philippi 

Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; (Philippians 2:14-15) 

Notice Paul emphasizes the extent of this, “Do all things.” It is character that we leave as a legacy 
for future generations, “The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him” (Proverbs 
20:7). Someone defined a hypocrite as “A person who is not himself on Sunday.” Yet, Daniel 
raises the bar for us all by proving that a good Sunday Christian can also be a good weekday 
Christian! Every area of our lives should be lived impeccably as we have the highest motivation 
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of all – for the glory of God, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). 

Before we pass over this “character audit” too quickly, we must ask ourselves. Few of us 
live in such a pagan and hostile environment as Daniel did, but would any of us stand up to such 
an examination? Could any of us invite the ungodly to audit every area of our lives? If you were 
arrested and charged with being a believer, would there be enough evidence to convict you? Do 
you “adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things” (Titus 2:10)? We do not claim perfection but 
we do claim to be different! The preacher CH Spurgeon was sent a letter by blackmailers 
threatened to destroy his character and ministry if he did not send them money. Spurgeon was so 
confident that his conscience was clear on all matters and wrote back, “You and your like are 
requested to publish all you know about me across the heavens.” 

The world watches us more closely than we think. Daily we are under their microscope. 
They delight to note our failures. How happy our work environments, homes, and churches 
would be if we were to live like Daniel. How blessed it would be if the only fault in us the 
ungodly could find was in relation to our faith. Fame and position comes and goes but only true 
character is what will ultimately endure.  

Then these  pres idents  and pr inces  assembled  toge ther  to  the  king ,  and sa id  thus  unto  h im, King Darius ,  l i v e  

for  ever .  Al l  the  pres idents  o f  the  kingdom, the  governors ,  and the  pr ince s ,  the  counse l lo r s ,  and the  capta ins ,  

have  consu l t ed  toge ther  to  e s tab l i sh  a  roya l  s ta tu te ,  and to  make a  f i rm decr e e ,  that  whosoever  sha l l  ask a 

pe t i t ion o f  any God or  man for  th i r ty  days ,  save  o f  thee ,  O king ,  he  sha l l  be  cas t  in to  the  den o f  l i ons .  Now, 

O king ,  e s tab l i sh  the  de cr e e ,  and s ign  the  wr i t ing ,  that  i t  be  no t  changed ,  a c cord ing  to  the  law o f  the  Medes  

and Pers ians ,  whi ch a l t e r e th  not .  Where fore  king  Darius  s i gned the  wr i t ing  and the  de c r e e .  (v6 -9)  

These men knew that if they can engineer a situation where Daniel has to choose between the 
laws of the king and the laws of God that undoubtedly he would choose the latter. The devil 
often uses man’s laws to further his agenda. The devil’s men begin with flattery, “King Darius, live 
for ever.” They know how to press the right buttons of the proud. Then they unfold their 
iniquitous plot under the guise of deifying the gullible king, “whosoever shall ask a petition of any God 
or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.” Darius was to be the “god 
of the month.” As part of this they tell a lie as they claim, “All the presidents of the kingdom.” Daniel 
had not been consulted and would certainly have not given his consent to such blasphemy. The 
devil is the “father of lies,” (John 8:44) so we should not be surprised when his followers use the 
same tactics to trap the godly. 

 We should note not only their pernicious tactics but also their cruelty. The punishment 
for not praying to Darius was to be, “cast into the den of lions.” They were not interested in simply 
deposing Daniel from his office but they wanted him destroyed. This death was to be by the 
most brutal one they could envisage – torn to pieces by savage lions. These are the men of 
whom the Psalmist said, “For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; 
their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue” (Psalm 5:9). 

 To their delight, the susceptible king was taken in by this approach. He did not question 
why his chief president was not there or hesitate, “Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the 
decree.” This complacency and carelessness would cost Darius dearly. Once signed this law was 
irrevocable, “establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which altereth not.” Historian Will Durant explains, 



 

  5 

It was a proud boast of Persia that its laws never changed, and that a royal promise or 
decree was irrevocable. In his edicts and judgments the king was supposed to be inspired 
by the god Ahura-Mazda himself; therefore the law of the realm was the Divine Will, and 
any infraction of it was an offense against the deity. 

Of course behind all of their subtlety was the spirit of the serpent. The tactic of flattery 
and lies is what snared Eve in the garden of Eden. No doubt the devil thought his plan was 
foolproof to rid him of one of his most feared enemies in Babylon – Daniel. The very fact of his 
absolute consistency would lead the devil to believe this man would fall into his trap. Daniel was 
a victim of his own integrity. If he had been inconsistent like Lot or Samson, they would never 
have snared him. However, the devil should have learned the lessons of the burning fiery 
furnace. Attacking God’s servants is to attack God Himself. There is a Lawgiver whose laws 
rules over the Medes and Persians. For it is God alone who rules this world, “He ruleth by His 
power for ever” (Psalm 66:7). No man or creature votes God into power and no one can vote Him 
out.  

NATURE OF THE TEMPTATION 

To the polytheistic Persians, praying to Darius for 30 days would not have troubled their 
conscience. However, Daniel had an acute dilemma. He faced a number of temptations here: 

(1) Misunderstood – people would say that he was openly defying the king’s law. Better to simply 
pray in your heart and then this would not cause any misunderstanding. Doubtless the devil 
whispered to him to simply close his windows and pray in private.  

(2) Let his devotions slide for a month – after all, God would understand the need to preserve 
his life in Babylon, as he was being forced against his will to refrain. It was only for 30 days and 
he was not being asked to bow to an idol. 

(3) Humiliation – it would not be easy to see such a dignified and respected leader like him be 
dragged from his post in such a public manner.  

(4) Loss – Daniel had spent all his life in faithful service. He had now reached the very top. Why 
throw it away on a pointless gesture like this? Was it not God who had placed him there? 

(5) Influence – The 70 years prophesied for the return from the captivity was almost up. Surely 
God needed him in such a prominent position to fulfil the prophecy.  

(6) Pain – the thought of such a feeble old man being thrown to the ravenous lions to be torn to 
pieces must have frightened him.  

This temptation would have been running through Daniel’s mind on the 3 times a day he knelt 
to pray. Repeated temptations have the ability to erode our resistance.  

Now when Danie l  knew that  the  wr i t ing  was s i gned ,  he  went  in to  h i s  house ;  and h i s  windows be ing  open in  

h i s  chamber  toward Jerusa l em, he  knee l ed  upon h is  knees  three  t imes  a  day ,  and prayed ,  and gave  thanks 

be fore  h i s  God,  as  he  d id  a fore t ime .  (v10)  

Most of us would have panicked or dramatically reacted at such news. But not Daniel. He will 
not be moved but simply went on with his daily walk with God, “as he did aforetime.” Times may 
have changed in Babylon but Daniel would not be changed. He remains unshaken, unmoved, 
and unchanged. This is as great a work of grace as his eventual deliverance from the lions.  
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This is Daniel at his greatest point. He likely knew this decree was aimed at him, but that 
will not change this man who has been a rock of consistency for over 80 years. The Bible 
underlines, “he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he 
did aforetime.” This man had been praying like this for over 70 years. That was over 75,000 
seasons of prayers! It is not surprising the devil could not shake this man! We often make 
excuses for not making time to pray. Yet this elderly man held one of the most powerful roles in 
the Empire yet he made time to pray. Do we really have a valid excuse for our prayerlessness? 

Doubtless, many would have succumbed to this temptation. But Daniel had fought the 
spirit of Babylon for 70 years and he is not about to give in now. From young he had “purposed in 
his heart” not to dishonour God’s word (Daniel 1:8). Prayer was so important to him that he 
would rather lose his life than give up honouring God this way. If you give up obeying the word 
of God, the world’s “lions” will not come near you. Daniel decided to just keep doing what he 
had always done. He had served God from young in Babylon no matter what the consequences.  

Daniel prayed in this manner because he knew this was biblical. In Solomon’s temple 
prayer he was aware of what his duty was in captivity,  

Yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land whither they were carried captives, and 
repent, and make supplication unto thee in the land of them that carried them captives, 
saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have committed wickedness; And 
so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their 
enemies, which led them away captive, and pray unto thee toward their land, which thou 
gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have 
built for thy name: Then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven thy 
dwelling place, and maintain their cause, (1 Kings 8:47-49) 

Daniel was also aware of the need to maintain his testimony. Campbell put it well of him 
that he, “was not a man who served God only when there was no price to be paid.” He would let 
idolatrous Babylon know that there was one man who could not be bought. His faith was an 
open one. Even the king knew of his worship of Jehovah (v16).  

Daniel was a man who always aimed to, “Seek those things which are above” (Colossians 3:1). 
That is why when he went to prayer knowing the fate that awaited him that, “prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God.” There is not a hint of bitterness or complaint. He could give “thanks” as he 
knew that his life was under the sovereign control of the Lord. So that he was in this 
predicament by God’s permission and would be a means of bringing God the glory no matter 
what happened to him. Spurgeon makes a pointed application, 

Suppose the law of the land were proclaimed, ‘No man shall pray during the remainder 
of this month, on pain of being cast into a den of lions,’ - how many of you would pray? 
I think there would be rather a scanty number at the prayer-meeting. Not but what the 
attendance at prayer-meetings is scanty enough now! But if there were the penalty of 
being cast into a den of lions, I am afraid the prayer-meeting would be postponed for a 
month, owing to pressing business, and manifold engagements of one kind and another. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. If 122 persons carefully examined your public and private life, could you stand the test? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. If you live a godly life in this world, will the ungodly welcome you? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What does it take to stop you from praying? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


