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On the 15 June 1520, Pope Leo X issued a document of excommunication known as a 
papal bull, which was circulated around Europe. The writing began, “Arise, O Lord and 
judge Thy cause. A wild boar has invaded Thy vineyard.” The papal bull was issued to 
condemn the beliefs of a wild boar named Martin Luther, who simply declared that the 
Bible taught a man was justified by faith by grace alone through faith alone. Pope Leo X 
likened the Roman Catholic Church to God’s vineyard and argued that Luther was 
seeking to destroy the church.  
 The irony was that it was Leo X who was seeking to destroy God’s true vineyard. 
He had almost bankrupted the RCC by his extravagance. This eventually led him to sell 
off indulgences to sin to raise funds for the church. Such action helped spark of the 
Protestant Reformation and the greatest revival in the true church since Pentecost. 
Rather than being a wild boar, Luther became a mighty instrument in God’s hand to 
reach countless thousands of precious souls with the light of the true Gospel.  
 The NT is full of warnings about wild boars, who rampage through the church of 
Jesus Christ. Yes, Christ is building the church and the gates of hell will never prevail 
against it, but that does not mean that Satan will not try. In Matthew 7 the Saviour 
warned of satanic agents in the church, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matt. 7:15). These wolves in sheep’s clothing 
will arise in the true church. Outwardly they look like true believers but their inward 
character is very different. Their motivation and purpose is to destroy the true sheep of 
Christ’s church.  
 Such wolves will be especially prevalent in the last days in the church. The Master 
warns of this, “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and 
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (Matt. 24:24). We can see 
such men dominating the pulpits of Christendom today. They claim a false anointing and 
false prophetic ministries. The focal point of their ministry is often tied up in spectacular 
signs and wonders. 
 Do not imagine that these wild boars or ravening wolves will run around with a 
“false prophet” sign on their foreheads. These men will look like believers, will talk the 
talk, will be eloquent and friendly, and will hang around Christians. They are dishonest as 
to their identity and allegiance. The Apostle Paul warned the Corinthians just how 
deceptive these people can be, 
 

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel 
of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. (2 Cor. 
11:13-15) 

 
A false prophet coming in the form of a minister of righteousness is hard to detect. The 
devil knows that the lie that is closest to the truth will be the hardest to see through. Just 
because someone looks like a Bible-believing pastor and talks like one does not mean he 
is one! Martin Luther used to warn his people, “when you are looking for the devil don’t 
forget to look in the pulpit.” 
 False teachers are a very serious problem. We rightly abhor a terrorist who blows 
to pieces innocent women and children. But how much worse are the spiritual terrorists 
who destroy lives not just for this life but for all eternity! Now, this is not the most 
pleasant task for a preacher. It would be nice to simply focus on positive things but that 
would not be honest. Nor would it be “loving” to evade this responsibility as true agape 
love “rejoiceth not in inquity” (1 Cor. 13:6).  
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OUTLINE 
 
The Apostle Paul in Romans 16:1-16 gave a wonderful example of extending Christian 
love and fellowship to fellow saints. However, in v17-20 he reminds the believers at 
Rome that not everyone is to be welcomed into the fellowship of the saints. Counterfeit 
believers propagating false beliefs are to be separated from. 
 Paul’s love for the saints at Rome causes him to protect them from false and 
divisive persons. These persons distort and contradict the faith he has taught them in this 
epistle. Paul has had bitter personal experience in dealing with such boars in God’s 
vineyard. So, he describes carefully such “church-wreckers” in terms of their: 
 
(1) MANNER 
(2) MOTIVE 
(3) METHOD 
 

(1) MANNER (v17) 

The apostle here describes first the manner of these counterfeit believers who come into 
the church. He tells us they are, “them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned.” These unwelcome intruders are not immature believers who are 
divisive because of their personal convictions. We are commanded to receive such 
persons in chapter 14. No, this is a far more serious intrusion of people who cause: 
 
(i) DIVISIONS – these are people who deliberately divide the local church.  
(ii) OFFENCES – this word translated “offences” is skandalon in the Greek has the idea of 
stumbling blocks or hindrances. These are people who cause the saints of God to fall 
into sin by their example, words or deeds. 
 
These divisions and stumbling blocks caused by these false disciples is a direct result of 
them challenging and undermining the truth of the gospel, “contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned.” This “doctrine” is simply the body of truth that Paul has taught them in the 
preceding 15 chapters of this epistle. Now, we need to know this doctrine well in order 
to compare properly the real and the counterfeit.  
 
ACTIVE OR PASSIVE? 
 
Paul gives specific instruction in how we should deal with such persons.  Once we 
recognise them, we are not to be simply passive towards them. We are not to piously 
shrug our shoulders and say, “if they are not of God then He will deal with them.”  
 Paul tells us we must first “mark” them. This Greek word carries the idea of 
looking at or observing with intensity. It is in the present continuous tense to indicate 
that we must be habitually watchful for these people. It is impossible to separate from a 
false teacher if you cannot recognise him! Therefore, every man must have his teachings 
judged by the Scriptures. Once these counterfeit believers are identified, then the apostle 
gives us the command in the imperative mood to “avoid them.” 
 So, we are not to be passive or indifferent here. We are to actively watch for such 
persons and separate from them. Now, please note that it is not just a separation from 
their false teachings but from the person. Some foolish believers think they can separate 
the person from their beliefs and remain in fellowship with heretics. They say, “He is my 
friend and brother in Christ. We just disagree in our beliefs on justification or the 
inspiration of the Bible.” However, you don’t need a PhD to understand what Paul says, 
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“avoid them.” That means you don’t fellowship with them, invite them to your pulpit, 
recommend their books, and even debate or dialogue with them. Don’t encourage them 
in any way!  
 In other epistles Paul writes about the need for biblical separation. In 2 Timothy 3 
Paul unfolds this,  
 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

 
Paul makes it clear, “from such turn away.” The problem is not in understanding what Paul 
has said here, the problem is in obeying it. The Apostle John also teaches separation, 
 

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. 
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker 
of his evil deeds. (2 John 1:9-11) 

 
Men of God have always practiced biblical separation from those who betray the gospel. 
The bible commentator, William Newell is very pointed,  
 

The inability to turn resolutely and holily away from false teachers and evil 
workers, is a mark of spiritual ill-health, decadence, and possibly of the state of 
spiritual death itself! Mad dogs are shot; infectious diseases are quarantined; but 
evil teachers who would divide to their destruction and draw away the saints with 
teaching contrary to the doctrine of Christ and His Apostles are everywhere 
tolerated! How ghastly and ruinous is this false toleration!  

  
(2) MOTIVE (v18a) 

Now, having identified the characteristics of these boars in God’s vineyard, Paul then 
reveals their motivation. In other words, why are there people like this in the church? He 
explains somewhat colourfully that, “For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly.” These counterfeit believers are enslaved to their own fleshly lusts and 
desires. They crave things such as money, position, power, influence, and recognition. 
Ultimately, it is the desire to exalt self. But the Christian life is one of self-denial and the 
crucifixion of self. The life of the godly is to walk a different path. MacArthur puts it 
well, 

 
No matter how seemingly sincere and caring false teachers or preachers may 
appear to be, they are never genuinely concerned for the cause of Christ or for His 
church. They are driven by self-interest and self-gratification—sometimes for 
fame, sometimes for power over their followers, always for financial gain, and 
frequently for all of those reasons. Many of them enjoy pretentious and luxurious 
lifestyles, and sexual immorality is the rule more than the exception. Many false 
teachers devote their lives to the study of Scripture, but because they have never 
trusted in Christ for salvation and because they view the Bible as man’s ideas about 
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God rather than God’s revelation to man, they distort His Word and twist it to fit 
their own sinful predispositions. 

  
 The most obvious example of this self-serving preachers are those who promote 
the health and wealth prosperity heresy in the charismatic movement. They openly boast 
in their extravagances. However, these are the easy applications. There are many false 
believers in the church who behave more modestly. They come across as sincere, 
zealous, and humble. They are more like Judas and Demas who can fit in without raising 
suspicion. But underneath they have the wrong motives. Only time truly reveals their real 
character. Remember, almost all the prominent cults, such as the Mormons or the 
Jehovah Witnesses, were started by men emanating from an orthodox Christian 
background. These charismatic false teachers then drew away followers after them from 
mainline Christianity. 
 
CASE OF RJ CAMPBELL 
 
Joseph Parker was the famour orthodox pastor of the Congregationalist City Temple in 
London. He was second only to Spurgeon in preaching ability in the city. When he 
opened the City Temple in 1874 Parker declared that he would do all in his powers, “to 
make the City Temple a terror to evildoers, a tower of strength to all who are honest and 
pure and a light to all who are asking the way to the truth and love of God.” 
 Towards the end of his life, he allowed a talented young co-pastor, Reginald John 
Campbell (1867-1956) to be appointed. Initially he had appeared orthodox and was liked 
by Joseph Parker. At Parker’s death in 1903, Campbell was chosen as his successor. Soon 
after the death of Parker, he attracted widespread attention in 1906 by his vigorous 
propagation of the “New Theology,” which was to be “a restatement of Christian beliefs 
to harmonize with modern critical views and beliefs.” Campbell’s publication of a book 
The New Theology with this title gave rise to considerable controversy. In this book, 
Campbell argued that we have no Divine revelation and the Bible is redundant. He also 
argues, “there is no such thing as punishment, no far-off Judgment Day, no great white 
throne, and no Judge external to ourselves.” 

Joseph Parker once declared in a passionate burst of eloquence that if anyone 
ever preached any other gospel at the City Temple, then let “Ichabod” (meaning “The 
glory is departed” from 1 Samuel 4:22) be written across the building. After the apostasy 
of Campbell had taken root, in 1907 before a worship service someone inscribed the 
words “Ichabod” on the beautiful portico of the City Temple. The event caused a stir in 
Britain and was even reported in the New York Times.  

 
(3) METHOD (v18b) 

The apostle Paul not only warns his readers about the manner and motives of these 
boars who seek to rampage in God’s vineyard, but he also describes their method. He 
tells us that they, “by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.” The old 
serpent deceived Eve in the garden with a few subtle sentences. He did not come as an 
enemy but as a friend. His disciples are empowered with the same cunning spirit. They 
are equally gifted at making error sound good. 

The Apostle Peter also warned of the secret way these false teachers will enter, 
“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who 
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1). Their method is not rough or confrontational - at 
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least initially. They simply introduce their poison by surreptitiously mixing it in with a 
veneer of truth. Often they cry “deeds not creeds,” as they seek to downgrade doctrine.  
 These boars are frequently knowledgeable, attractive, seductive, eloquent, and 
scholarly. They may appear humble and interested in the knowledge and the welfare of 
believers. They know just the right words to flatter you. Their morals and courtesy may 
be above reproach. This was certainly true of heretics like Arius and Socinus. Such 
“silver-tongued devils” can talk the language of believers. They can wax earnestly about 
Jesus Christ, the Bible, salvation etc. Some even like the charlatan Benny Hinn or the 
Mormons use only the KJV. However, watch what they add or substitute. Remember, it 
is not just what they say to need to watch, but what they leave out. When you least 
expect it, they will slip in the poison. They claim to be strengthening the work of God, 
while they work to undermine its very foundation to, “deceive the hearts of the simple.”  The 
results of their teaching are always destructive. 
 
FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
 
The Free Church of Scotland was a great Presbyterian denomination in the eighteenth 
century in Scotland. It produced some of the greatest saints of God including Robert 
Murray McCheyne, Andrew and Horatio Bonar, and William Chalmers Burns. 
 Towards the end of the eighteenth century, apostate “fifth columnist” scholars 
such as A. B. Davidson began to introduce liberalism into the denomination. In 1863 
Davidson was appointed to the Chair of Hebrew Old Testament Literature in the New 
College, Edinburgh. He subtly began to introduce the new theology by counseling his 
students “Be careful to give this to your congregations in small doses.” One of his 
subversive protégés, William Robertson Nicoll later recalled how the Free Church of 
Scotland was taken, 
 

The Free Church was apparently refusing to shape the dogmas of traditional 
Christianity in such a way as to meet the subtle intellectual and moral demands of 
an essentially scientific age. There was an apparent unanimity in the Free Church, 
but it was much more apparent than real. For one thing, the teaching of some of 
the professors had been producing its influence. Dr. A. B. Davidson, the 
recognised master of Old Testament learning in this country, a man who joins to 
his knowledge imagination, subtlety, fervour, and a rare power of style, had been 
quietly teaching the best men amongst his students that the old views of 
revelation would have to be seriously altered. He did not do this so much directly 
as indirectly, and I think there was a period when any Free Church minister who 
asserted the existence of errors in the Bible would have been summarily deposed. 
The abler students had been taking sessions at Germany, and had thus escaped 
from the narrowness of the provincial coterie. 

 
It must be observed how Nicoll described the style of Davidson, “a man who 

joins to his knowledge imagination, subtlety, fervour, and a rare power of style.” Just as 
Paul warned, “by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.” Then note how he 
says that Davidson, “had been quietly teaching the best men amongst his students that 
the old views of revelation would have to be seriously altered” and “He did not do this 
so much directly as indirectly, and I think there was a period when any Free Church 
minister who asserted the existence of errors in the Bible would have been summarily 
deposed.” This secret subtle method is what Peter warned, “even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies.” 
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Robertson Nicoll was even bolder in his deviant beliefs than his teacher 
Davidson. So forthright was he in propagating heresy that some of the orthodox men 
left in the Free Church of Scotland managed to have him tried in the church courts. 
Despite his heretical doctrine, weak evangelical pastors, such as Dr Alexander Whyte, 
defended him. Whyte perniciously argued in the 1881 trial,  

 
I am not here to defend or apologise for all the things that may have helped to 
make Professor Smith obnoxious to some of his brethren. He has the vices, no 
doubt—we all have—he has the vices that accompany his intellectual and moral 
virtues.…..He is fitted by gifts, by learning, by sagacity, by descent, and by 
personal piety, to serve you as few men in any generation possibly can, and you 
are sitting here deliberating how you can speedily cast him over your walls to the 
scorn and rejoicing of the besieging enemy. Surely, surely the Free Church of 
Scotland will not brand herself as such a hard-hearted, short-sighted, panic-
stricken mother to her loyal, if adventurous son. 
 

Although William Robertson Smith was eventually forced to resign – his views were 
allowed to flourish and soon destroyed the Free Church. Today it is totally apostate! 
What an unspeakable tragedy! 
 In Romans 16:19 the apostle commends this church for their orthodoxy, “For 
your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf.” However, being 
good and orthodox will not keep boars from entering your church. Indeed, it only 
encourages the devil to send them. The test of our faithfulness is not whether they enter, 
but how we respond when we recognise them. All too many are intimidated into silence 
in case they offend relatives or those that are wealthy or influential. That was exactly the 
mistake Eli made with his two godless and boarish sons! 
 Paul’s motive in heralding this note of warning is for the benefit of the saints in 
Rome, “but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.” He 
reminds them that one day soon God will destroy all of the works and workers of Satan, 
“And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” Paul’s heart then rises up in a 
prayer of benediction that God would give them the grace to withstand the assault of the 
devil, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” 
 

 CONCLUSION 
 
 Our Lord did not keep the serpent out of Eden and He does not promise to 
keep the tares from masquerading as wheat in the church. However, the Lord does warn 
us well how to identify and deal with the false teachers who will try to creep into the 
church unawares. He expects us to be discerning and active in dealing with apostates. By 
indifference, self-confidence, and willful ignorance we can be deceived. This will greatly 
harm our testimony and influence. It can also greatly harm the next generation.  
 There can be no neutral response. The Bible is replete with warnings that this 
cannot work, “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?” (Proverbs 6:27). 
If you allow tolerate error in your life or in your church, then sooner or later it will bring 
forth evil fruit. It also reflects the fact that you don’t value the truth of God’s Words and 
are blinded to the infinite difference between truth and error. Indeed, the more you 
tolerate error it will gradually become less repugnant to you.  

The first heretical attack on the NT church was on the doctrine of justification by 
faith alone, “And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye 
be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved” (Acts 15:1). The Apostle Paul and 
Barnabas did not say, “never mind we are all brethren” or “there are many ways to 
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heaven apart from faith in Christ alone.” Nor did they feel that unity was more 
important that precision of doctrinal truth. We read, “Paul and Barnabas had no small 
dissension and disputation with them” (Acts 15:2). They rose up and confronted this error. 
When they got to Jerusalem, the other apostles and elders also did not cover up this 
apostasy from justification by grace but declared, “Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain 
which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be 
circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment” (Acts 15:24). 
 While it is wrong to seek controversy for controversy sake, not to stand against 
false teachers and their false doctrine is a sin! Not to separate from such men is a sin! If 
Athanasius had not risen up to confront Arius at the Council of Nicea in 325 AD then 
the church would have been taken over by Unitarianism. There are many people who call 
themselves Protestant in Singapore. The name was applied to a group of the early 
Reformers who protested against the errors of the church of Rome. So, if you are a 
Protestant, then you must ask yourself: what am I protesting about today? Am I against 
false doctrine? If not, then you are not a Protestant. Martin Luther is very clear on this,  
 

If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest expression every portion of the 
truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at 
that moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be 
professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is 
proved, and to be steady on all the battlefield besides, is mere flight and disgrace, 
if he flinches at that point. 
 

 The Gospel of the Bible and the Gospel of Rome and liberalism is not the same. 
If you read Paul’s Epistle to the Romans you should be able to discern this. The Gospel 
is not ours and we have no right to dilute it or amend it to suit the tastes of the so-called 
postmodern man.  
 The apostles were all separatists. The Reformers were men who separated from 
Rome and all forms of false teaching. Almighty God is a separatist. He separated Lucifer 
and his followers from the elect angels in heaven before the Fall. And it will be God who 
will separate the sheep from the goats at the end of this world. Heaven is a place of 
eternal separation. This church stands in that great tradition of Scripture and Church 
history. It was founded in 1950 as a separatist church. It is part of our Constitution and 
we unapologetically still believe it and still practice it.  
 That said, separation from false teachers and false doctrine is not our final 
objective. There are some fundamentalists who have been deceived by the devil into 
believing so. Biblical separation is only the means to get to the ultimate objective, which 
is the free, unfettered proclamation of a pure gospel. There is no point strutting around 
boasting about your doctrinal purity if you never open your mouth to pray for the lost 
and declare the gospel to them.  
 
UNSAVED – We declare unto you this day this gospel today. You are a sinner by nature 
and practice. You are dead in your trespasses and in sin. Your good works will only 
damn you.  You are on your way to a lost eternity in hell. Only the gospel of Jesus Christ 
can save you. It is only when you fully trust in the righteousness of Christ’s sacrifice on 
the Cross that you can be justified. That is received by faith alone by grace alone.  
 This Gospel must be believed now without delay. Death is real and death is 
coming. If you bow the knee and receive Christ as your Saviour, you will find that this 
old gospel still works. That is why we still preach it to every man. There is no other 
Saviour and there will be no other Saviour. May God help you to come today. 
 


