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Each of the four Gospel accounts has a unique emphasis. They unfold a fourfold view of 
the life of Christ from four distinct perspectives. They give the same message with 
differing but perfectly harmonious emphases.  
 In general Matthew, the Hebrew tax collector, writes for the Hebrew mind and 
presents Jesus as the Messiah Sovereign. Mark, the travel companion of Paul and Peter, 
writes for the Roman mind and presents Him in the extreme opposite role as the 
Servant. Luke, Paul’s physician-missionary, writes with the Greek mentality in view and 
presents Him as the Son of Man.  
 John’s gospel is quite different by nature from the others. He writes his Gospel 
account more than thirty years after the Synoptics and it is more of a doctrinal 
interpretation of the facts of Jesus’ life as the Son of God, rather than a presentation of 
its facts in a strict historical sequence.  
	  
AUTHOR OF MARK 
 
According to the superscription and unanimous tradition the name of the author was 
Mark the Evangelist. They also identify him with John Mark, the son of Mary (Acts 
12:12) who was Barnabas’s sister’s son (Col. 4:10). Mark was one of the writers of the 
New Testament who was not actually an apostle. The surname Mark was adopted for use 
among the Gentiles, whereas his original or Jewish name was John (Acts 12:12, 25; 15:37). 
It is a reasonable assumption that whenever this name is mentioned in the New 
Testament the same man is indicated. It is probable that the man called Mark in Acts 
15:39; Col. 4:10; Philm. 24; 2 Tim. 4:11; 1 Peter 5:13 is this same man. According to 
Eusebius, Epiphanius, and Jerome, Mark went from Rome to Alexandria, in Egypt, 
where he planted a church, and died in the eighth year of the reign of Nero, 64 A.D.  
 The general view of the Church Fathers, as well as that of modern authorities, is 
that Mark was the “interpreter” of Peter, and that he wrote this Gospel under the eye of 
Peter who affectionately refers to him as “my son” at the close of his first epistle. 
 
DISTINCTIVES OF MARK 
 
The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four records of Jesus’ life. He narrates the life 
of Jesus from John the Baptist to the Ascension, but it concentrates particularly on the 
last week of his life (chapters 11-16, the final journey to Jerusalem). Although Mark 
presents events in chronological order, he gives little or no historical linkage between the 
events. Matthew was written for Israel with the religious man in view, whereas Mark was 
written specifically for the Roman. As a consequence, few Old Testament Scriptures are 
cited and Jewish customs are explained.  

There is good evidence that Mark wrote to mostly Gentile Christians living in 
Rome. Some have speculated that Mark wrote his gospel as a prelude to Paul’s intended 
visit to Rome, as Mark had a strong connection with Paul. Certainly there are a number 
of unique Latin expressions in this Gospel account. It also brings us to a Roman 
centurion at the foot of the Cross crying, “Truly this man was the Son of God” (Mark 15:39). 

The Romans admired qualities of practical servitude and action and Mark 
presents Jesus as a Servant with Mark 10:44-45 highlighting this perspective of Jesus’ 
person and ministry (cf. Zech. 3:8). In Mark’s gospel, Jesus lays aside the regal robes of 
kingship and girds Himself with the towel of service. He is King in Matthew’s gospel but 
He is the Servant in the Gospel of Mark. However, Christ is not man’s servant, but 
presented as God’s Servant. The words, eutheos and euthus, meaning “immediately,” which 
are servant-words occurs over 40 times in Mark.  
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In contrast to Matthew, who fully records the discourses of our Lord, Mark 
pictures His deeds. So, while Matthew gives us fifteen of his parables, Mark details only 
four, and that in a condensed form. Mark’s style is swift-paced, pertinent, and proceeds 
straight to the goal, like a Roman soldier on his march to battle. It is a gospel of action 
and accomplishment, written to the Roman who was also a man of action. Here Jesus is 
not adorned with words and narrative, but He is stripped and girded for action. It 
emphasised what Jesus did rather than what He said. Indeed, the conjunction and occurs 
more than any other word in the gospel (1,331 times).  
 The Roman emperors were admired by their achievements and proved their 
worth to the people by recording and declaring through monuments this throughout the 
world. Mark sets out to show that it is appropriate to see Jesus as the Son of God 
through his achievements. Thus, Mark’s gospel devotes more time to miracles than any 
other gospel. Over half of the miracles performed by Jesus are found in the gospel of 
Mark. 
 
OUTLINE 
 
We live in a world that measures greatness by academic knowledge, wealth, position, 
looks etc. The highest form of honour it knows is to exalt man. It is always tragic when 
the same type of thinking captivates the minds of believers. In churches today many 
pulpits are urging us to pursue self-advancement and self-fulfillment.   
 However, the Lord Jesus Christ teaches us that the Christian life is to be lived 
differently to the world. Our ambition should not be to exalt self but to live for others. 
The ultimate example for that is the life of service for others modeled by Jesus Christ. In 
Mark 10, the Master taught His disciples the: 
 
(1) WRONG PRINCIPLE OF LIFE (v42-43a) 
(2) RIGHT PRINCIPLE OF LIFE (v43b-44) 
(3) RIGHT PATTERN OF LIFE (v45) 
 

(1) WRONG PRINCIPLE OF LIFE (v42-43a) 

The account of the passage in Mark 10:35-45 is a very human story. It depicts the 
struggle between the disciples of Jesus Christ for supremacy. The very fact that it 
involved the apostles reveals the power of self, which can affect even those in the highest 
offices in the church.  
 In Mark 9:33 we discover that these disciples had argued over this point before. 
Christ patiently taught them the principle of humility then, for we read “And he sat down, 
and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and 
servant of all” (Mark 9:35). However, James and John soon forgot this lesson as in Mark 
10 they try another strategy to promote themselves. We may only too well recognise our 
own likenesses in these two. According to Matthew’s Gospel account, they also enrolled 
their mother in this attempt to ingratiate themselves with Jesus Christ (cf. Matt. 20:20-
28). She seems to be the sister of the Virgin Mary so this was likely an attempt to use 
family connections to advance her son’s positions.  
 This blatant attempt of self-advancement angered greatly the other disciples who 
“began to be much displeased with James and John” (v41). Selfish behaviour rather than selfless 
behaviour always results in disunity in the body of Christ. So, Christ calls the disciples all 
together again, as He did in the previous chapter. He first of all sets forth that they are 
called to avoid living their lives by the philosophy or principle of this world. Christ tells 
them of the way the world seeks to rule, “Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the 
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Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them” (v42). Then, 
the Lord starkly declares, “But so shall it not be among you” (v43a). 
 The way of “the Gentiles” is to adopt a sense of superiority over those they rule like 
Caesar, Pilate and Herod. They seek to take advantage of others and see them as mere 
“chattels” to serve their needs. Such people think nothing of asserting themselves and 
throwing their weight around to oppress vulnerable subordinates. A classic illustration of 
this self-centred spirit is seen in Nebuchadnezzar when he looked across the great 
kingdom of Babylon and her people. He declared, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built 
for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?” (Daniel 
4:30). Nebuchadnezzar saw everything as his possessions obtained by his power and for 
the purpose of his glory.  
 The same spirit is evidenced in the heart of the rich fool in Luke 12. We read that 
he looked upon his life in the same manner, 
 

The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within 
himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my 
fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and 
there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry. (Luke 12:16-19) 

 
This foolish man saw everything as his possessions obtained by his power for his 
pleasure to be consumed in his time. God reminded him that He is the one who controls 
all of this, “But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast provided?” (v20).  
 

(2) RIGHT PRINCIPLE OF LIFE (v43b-44) 

Then in v43b-44 of Mark’s Gospel, the Lord reverses the order of this world. He insists 
that the path to greatness in His kingdom is to be the greatest servant, “but whosoever will 
be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of 
all.” Humility of self is the supreme virtue of the saints of God. In God’s spiritual 
elevator there is this great paradox. The way up is the way down and the highest is to be 
the lowest. This is the teaching of He who is “higher than the highest.”  
 It should be noted that Christ did not say that you serve the people you like in the 
body of Christ. Rather He emphasized we are to be the, “servant of all.” It is easy to be 
subservient to those that are great in the attributes the world recognises as great. But the 
test is how we treat those that the world despises. Are we willing to serve them? 
 Now, the Lord Jesus Christ never says this is easy. The disciples had spent over 
three years with Him and they constantly struggled with this. There is nothing more 
difficult for a believer to do than to deny self. DL Moody once declared that he had 
more trouble with DL Moody than anyone else he knew. Christ taught, “If any man will 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me” (Luke 9:23). So this 
is a lifelong daily struggle for the mature and the immature believer.  
 Samuel Brengle was a brilliant young Methodist pastor in a thriving church. He was 
offered lucrative pastorates by a number of wealthy churches in America. But in 1878 he 
felt the call to cross the Atlantic and serve in the despised ranks of William Booth’s 
Salvation Army. In London, Booth accepted Brengle reluctantly, as the old General was 
suspicious of the polished orator’s ability to survive the harsh rigours of army life.  
 As a test of humility, Booth ordered Brengle to polish all the boots of the cadets at 
the Salvation Army’s training centre. A discouraged Brengle went out to work 
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murmuring in his heart, “Have I followed my own fancy across the Atlantic in order to 
black boots?” Then suddenly the Holy Spirit smote him and he thought of Jesus Christ 
washing the feet of His disciples. Brengle vowed, “Lord, if you washed their feet; I will 
black their shoes.” For the next half a century, Brengle rose up the ranks of the Salvation 
Army to become one of their most effective evangelists.  
 

(3) RIGHT PATTERN OF LIFE (v45) 

The Lord Jesus Christ not only sets forth the right principle to live the life of a disciple, 
but He also points to the great pattern of example to follow. The ultimate pattern is that 
of Himself who He says, “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give His life a ransom for many” (v45). The Greek word diakonia translated “minister” is 
the one we get the word “deacon” from. It means to engage in humble or menial duties 
like a table waiter. I am sure that you know that waiter simply serves the needs of others. 
Often he or she gets no thanks and no one cares about them just so they do their job.  

It is said that the Greeks regarded the work of a diakonia as degrading and 
dishonorable. To them voluntarily serving another man was incomprehensible, as the 
highest goal for a Greek man was the maturing and perfection of his own personality. 
However, in the Christian world the most honourable occupation is to be a diakonia. It 
was the office that the Head of the Church occupied on earth. We tend to forget that He 
was King of kings and Lord of lords. If anyone deserved to be served by every creature 
in this universe it was Jesus Christ. Yet, unlike our secular rulers, our Lord served others. 
Paul summarized the depth of this humiliation in another epistle,  

 
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (Philp. 2:5-8) 

Just read through the four gospel accounts to see how Christ served beyond the 
point of exhaustion and hunger. John tells us that this does not even do justice to the 
degree in which He served, “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if 
they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that 
should be written” (John 21:25). We need to note also that Christ continued to serve when 
faced with misunderstanding, hatred, and blasphemy. Even His disciples failed Him and 
He kept on serving their needs. Look how He put up with their petty squabbles and even 
washed their dirty feet. His service for others was unconditional and consistent. Our 
service is often conditional. If someone offends us we quit.  

Finally, the Lord Jesus gave the ultimate act of service by pouring out His life on 
the Cross, as the just for the unjust and the righteous for the unrighteous. For He came 
“to give His life a ransom for many” (v45b). No one modeled servanthood better than Jesus 
Christ.  

Of all the apostles none wrote more about or practiced servanthood more than 
the apostle Paul. He urged the Philippian saints, “Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others” (Philp. 2:4). This principle described his life,  
 

Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have 
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. Yea, and if I be offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all. (Philp. 2:16-17) 
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Paul had much to boast of academically, status, achievement, sacrifice, and sufferings. 
Yet Paul uses the title “servant” of “slave” to describe himself more than any other NT 
writer. J. Hudson Taylor the founder of the China Inland Mission was once ministering 
in Australia. The host introduced him as “our illustrious guest.” Taylor stood and then 
gently corrected him, “Dear friends, I am just a little servant of an illustrious Master.” 
 The Lordship of Jesus Christ extends to every area of our lives. God created 
seven days in a week – what you do with it is part of your stewardship and you will be 
held accountable. Every cent we earn, every square inch in our homes, every vehicle we 
drive, and every second that we live belongs to the Lord. Paul put it bluntly to the 
Corinthians: “what hast thou that thou dist not receive?” (1 Cor. 4:7). So, the more you have 
the more accountability you have. So do not pray to be rich as it just increases your 
accountability.  
 Let me take one example of this – property. The early saints recognised the need 
to use their homes for God’s work. Cornelius was a wealthy man but he ensured his 
home was open for the preaching of God’s word. He “called together his kinsmen and near 
friends” and declared to the preacher, “Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all 
things that are commanded thee of God” (Acts 10:33). In Acts 20:20 we read that Paul went 
from house to house preaching the gospel. Throughout the epistles, we read of many 
saints who used their home to host church meetings. Is your home dedicated for the 
glory of God? 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
It deeply troubles me that so many professing Christians live lives that are so focused on 
self and so little on the needs of others. May God deal with all of us about this. People 
love to say “I follow Christ.” Then do! Live for others! But how to do so? 
 
(1) Recognise that your time, energy, and resources are all from the Lord – ALL of it! 
(2) Be faithful in all the corporate services of your local church.  
(3) Pray for opportunities to serve others outside of this. Start at home by serving one 
another there.  
(4) Volunteer when you hear of areas that need help. Approach the church leadership if 
you cannot see any.  
(5) When you start serving in any ministry, recognise that you are doing it for the Lord 
and to be like Christ. The moment that you forget this you will be discouraged. There is 
an abundance of people running around with the “gift of discouragement” who see their 
calling in life as being “snipers for the Lord.” 
(6) Keep going, as this is a marathon and not a sprint. Many start but few finish well in 
their Christian service. If you have failed, then repent and get back in the race. The writer 
of this book, John Mark was such a one.  
(7) Look at the reward held out to the people of God who serve faithfully (Mark 10:30). 
God is so good.  
 
Paul tells us that when we serve the Lord in this way that we are “labourers together with 
God” (1 Cor. 3:9a). This lifts our Christian service to another level. God’s plan for our 
blessing and happiness is servanthood. Are you living for self or for others? The 
greatness of any man, movement or ministry is how much it resembles the Lord Jesus 
Christ. To look like Him, we need to be a “servant of all.” May God help us all to be like 
the One who, “came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” 
 


