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“STANDING FOR GOD’S GLORY” – A Study of the Life of Daniel 

(Daniel 3:19-30) 

The three young men of faith have taken their stand for the second time against the most 
powerful nation and man on the planet. They would not defile themselves with the king’s meat 
and they will not defile themselves by bowing to his gods. As they will not turn, so they must 
burn. Now, they must face the consequences of this.  

Faithfulness to God’s word does not give immunity to suffering, as “all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). Not too many believers want to claim this 
promise! Yet, the lives of the saints of God throughout all ages bear ample testimony to its 
reality. It is still part of God’s plan and purpose for His people. It is all too easy to praise Him 
when our outward circumstances are attractive. But true faith is consistent even when 
deliverance seems distant.  

The promises of God’s faithfulness to His children do not mean that everything works 
together according to our aspirations but for the ultimate good. There are times when He will 
keep us from the fire but there will be times when He keeps us when we are in the fire. There are 
times even when He will take us home to glory through the fire. It is His will that these three 
valiant young servants were not merely delivered from the fire, but that they were delivered 
through the fire. We are not to second-guess His will but to submit to His purposes. This is part 
of living by faith. God does what He wants to do, not what we expect or desire Him to do. For 
instance, Herod in Acts 12 beheaded James, whereas Peter is delivered the night before he is due 
for the same fate. Many years later, tradition indicates Peter was martyred by crucifixion. The 
same sovereign God planned and permitted it all. We are not required to understand but to 
submit to it. Spurgeon points out, 

It is impossible that any ill should happen to the man who is beloved of the Lord; the most 
crushing calamities can only shorten his journey and hasten him to his reward. Ill to him is 
no ill, but only good in a mysterious form. Losses enrich him, sickness is his medicine, 
reproach is his honour, and death is his gain. No evil in the strict sense of the word can 
happen to him, for everything is overruled for good. Happy is he who is in such a case. He 
is secure where others are in peril, he lives where others die. 

This refusal to recant and capitulate by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego under such 
incredible pressure is as great a miracle of God as their deliverance of them from the flames. 
However, we should never imagine that these men were different from us. They were men of 
“like passions” (cf. James 5:17), but had an abundant portion of grace. The grace of God enabled 
these three men to take such a stand. As the Puritan, Thomas Watson explained, 

Grace has a soul-strengthening excellency. Grace enables a man to do that which exceeds 
the power of nature. Grace teaches us to mortify our sins, to love our enemies—and to 
prefer the glory of Christ before our own lives. Thus the three Hebrew children in Daniel, 
by the power of grace, marched in the face of death; neither the sound of the music could 
allure them—nor the heat of the furnace frighten them (Daniel 3:17). Grace is a Christian’s 
armour, which does more than any other armour can—it not only defends him, but puts 
courage into him. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar fu l l  o f  fury ,  and the  fo rm o f  h i s  v i sage  was changed aga ins t  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  

and Abednego :  there for e  he  spake ,  and commanded that  they  shou ld  heat  the  furnace  one  s even t imes  more  



 

  3 

than i t  was wont  to  be  heated .  And he  commanded the  most  mighty  men that  were  in  h i s  army to  b ind 

Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  and to  cas t  them in to  the  burning  f i e ry  furnace .  Then these  men were  

bound in  the i r  coa ts ,  the i r  hos en ,  and the i r  hats ,  and the i r  o ther  garments ,  and were  cas t  in to  the  mids t  o f  the  

burning  f i e ry  furnace .  There for e  be cause  the  king ’ s  commandment  was urgent ,  and the  furnace  exceed ing  ho t ,  

the  f lames  o f  the  f i r e  s l ew those  men that  took up Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego .  And these  three  men,  

Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  f e l l  down bound in to  the  mids t  o f  the  burning  f i e ry  furnace .  (v19-23) 

The volatile king blows up again when he feels he has lost face in such a public manner. 
Uncontrolled wrath leads to irrational decisions. When a man becomes full of fury, he then gets 
full of folly. Such behaviour is always the mark of uncontrolled passions (cf. Proverbs 14:29; 
Ecclesiastes 7:9). For if the king wanted to really make the three men suffer he would have 
reduced the temperature; thereby prolonging their death and consequent suffering. Indeed, in 
heating the furnace to such a temperature it resulted in the death of some of his best soldiers, as 
“the flames of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.”  

 It is unlikely that they literally made the furnace seven times hotter – this was probably a 
hyperbole by the king to command them to make it as hot as possible. He wants them bound by 
his mightiest men so there is no chance of them escaping. However, by increasing the 
temperature and binding them, God will only increase the glory He gets from saving these men, 
as the miracle will be even greater. Even the fact that the great monarch could not protect his 
“mighty men” whereas the “King of kings” proves that He can perfectly preserve every one of His 
demonstrates the superiority of Jehovah over Nebuchadnezzar. Ray Pritchard makes an 
interesting observation, 

Here is the ultimate paradox. The three Hebrews were safer in the furnace than when 
they were standing in front of the king. If they had not been thrown in the fire, they 
would surely have been killed some other way. But since the furnace was God’s will for 
them, they were safer in the flames than anywhere else.  

Then Nebuchadnezzar the  king  was as ton i shed ,  and rose  up in  has t e ,  and spake ,  and sa id  unto  h i s  

counse l lo r s ,  Did not  we cas t  three  men bound in to  the  mids t  o f  the  f i r e?  They  answered and sa id  unto  the  

king ,  True ,  O king .  He answered and sa id ,  Lo,  I  s e e  four  men loose ,  walking  in  the  mids t  o f  the  f i r e ,  and 

they  have  no  hur t ;  and the  fo rm o f  the  four th  i s  l ike  the  Son o f  God.  (v24-25) 

Now when these men stand up for God, the Lord steps in to preserve them. The flames 
themselves weren’t quenched but the power of the flames was. However, we should not forget 
that there is no inkling until they fall into the flames that this is what would occur. The only 
thing they have to hold on to is the promises of God such as those given through Isaiah a 
century before,  

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O 
Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 
When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. (Isaiah 43:1-2) 

These 3 young men had to take the step of faith. Often in Scripture, God only intervenes 
at the last possible moment to deliver His children. This allows our faith to be tested to the 
maximum and gives the greatest glory to God. Man’s extremity is always God’s perfect 
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opportunity. The world may stand against us, but when we stand for God He will stand with us.  
The apostle Paul experienced this at his greatest trial,  

At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it 
may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and 
strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the 
Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall 
deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom: to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (2 Timothy 4:16-18) 

 Witnessing the power manifested of Isaiah 43:1-2 in action astounds the king. It makes 
him leap out of his seat for a closer look. He is not seeing what he fully expected to see. Now, 
we see the significance of them being bound as the king recognizes that something amazing has 
happened: 

(1) The bound men are loose. They were freer in the fire than they had been before. 

(2) The bound men are alive and safely walking around. They are not running for the exit. 

(3) There is a fourth Person in the flames with the three bound men. This Person looks 
different from the rest, “like the Son of God.” 

This fourth Person was likely a Christophany, a visual manifestation of the Son of God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This would be one of His pre-incarnate appearances in the Old Testament. God 
could have delivered them without this Christophany, but the presence of the Lord here must 
have been a wonderful encouragement and comfort to these young men. When He promises, “I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5) – the Lord means that! There is no experience in 
the life of a believer where God is not there. If Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had 
compromised they would have missed out on this great privilege. It is true that the Lord is 
always with us, but when we need Him the most His presence is especially experienced. We can 
reach out to Him, as He delights to fellowship with us in His sufferings.  
Then Nebuchadnezzar came near  to  the  mouth o f  the  burning  f i e ry  furnace ,  and spake ,  and sa id ,  Shadrach ,  

Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  y e  s e rvants  o f  the  most  h igh God,  come for th ,  and come h i ther .  Then Shadrach ,  

Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  came for th  o f  the  mids t  o f  the  f i r e .  And the  pr inces ,  governors ,  and capta ins ,  and 

the  king ' s  counse l lo r s ,  be ing  ga thered  toge ther ,  saw these  men,  upon whose  bod ie s  the  f i r e  had no power ,  nor  

was an hair  o f  the i r  head s inged ,  ne i ther  were  the i r  coa ts  changed ,  nor  the  smel l  o f  f i r e  had passed  on them. 

(v26-27) 

This final moment will also be a critical test of the submissive hearts of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. Their God-ordained king has commanded them, “come forth, and come hither.” As 
subjects, their duty is to submit to his rule when it does not contradict the Word of God. There 
is not a hint of defiance against the man who mercilessly had them thrown into the furnace. 
Instead, they immediately obey, “Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the 
fire.” 

Now, this deliverance was public and perfect. It is no coincidence that God was glorified 
before “the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counselors.” Nebuchadnezzar had gathered all 
his officials to honour himself and his gods, but God used it as an unmistakable witness to His 
glory and power that few would forget easily. They have met at least 3 men whose faith is not 
“fair-weather” or “pragmatic.” When you take your stand for God in word and deed, you have 



 

  5 

no idea how many people will be testified to by it. Even the proud monarch testifies of their true 
allegiance, “ye servants of the most high God.” What an opportunity these young men would have 
missed to testify of God’s power and grace if they had compromised. The world is impacted by 
the reality of a Christian testimony in the crisis of life.  

We must also observe the completeness of this deliverance, “saw these men, upon whose 
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire had passed on them.” What a sense of awe this must be generated as they crowded round them. 
What a testimony these officials must have carried to all the corners of this empire. This is surely 
the event referred to by the writer of Hebrews who records that men by faith “Quenched the 
violence of fire” (Hebrews 11:34).  

When God does a work of preservation He does it flawlessly, “As for God, His way is 
perfect” (Psalm 18:30). That is why we believe in the preservation of the saints of God eternally 
and the preservation of the Words of God eternally. Indeed, it is another reason why we believe 
in the preservation of Israel in every age, as God is always faithful to His covenantal promises.  

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake ,  and sa id ,  Bles s ed  be  the  God o f  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  who hath 

s en t  h i s  ange l ,  and de l iv er ed  h i s  s e rvants  that  t rus t ed  in  Him, and have  changed the  king ’ s  word ,  and y i e lded  

the i r  bod ie s ,  that  they  might  no t  s e rve  nor  worsh ip  any god ,  excep t  the i r  own God.  There for e  I  make a  decr e e ,  

That  every  peop le ,  nat ion ,  and language ,  whi ch speak any th ing  amiss  aga ins t  the  God o f  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  

and Abednego ,  sha l l  be  cu t  in  p i e c e s ,  and the i r  houses  sha l l  be  made a  dunghi l l :  be cause  there  i s  no  o ther  

God that  can de l iv er  a f t e r  th i s  sor t .  Then the  king  promoted  Shadrach ,  Meshach ,  and Abednego ,  in  the  

prov ince  o f  Baby lon .  (v28-30) 

These three young men were careful in their answers in v16-18 to ensure that they 
glorified Jehovah in their stand. They had made clear that the only hope for physical deliverance 
was tied up in the sovereign will and power of the Lord. This message obviously got through to 
the king.  

Just minutes before the king had boasted, “and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
hands?” (v15) The proud monarch now has to confess that God had intervened, “Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in 
Him.” He also adds, “there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.” These admissions are another 
glimmer of light on the soul of this man. But he still does not confess to a personal relationship 
with Jehovah. He just respects more, “the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.” 
Nebuchadnezzar is not yet a believer, as knowing about God is not the same as knowing Him.   

The king also accepts that these men would not bow or bend no matter what the cost, 
“and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except 
their own God.” The king fully recognizes what they did and why they did it. He also sees it as 
surrender to the Lord (Romans 12:1-2). When a man surrenders first his heart, he can then 
surrender his body.   

 The Lord has not finished here with His loyal servants. Through their faithfulness, 
Nebuchadnezzar confers religious liberty and respect for the Jewish faith, “That every people, nation, 
and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in 
pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill.” This would have lasting consequences for many years 
of the exile. Surely this is a classic example of God using the wrath of men to praise Him (Psalm 
76:10). This day’s events had not turned out the way the devil had hoped and planned. What a 
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blessing and encouragement it must have been to all God’s people in the exile that Jehovah can 
and will preserve His remnant.  

The Lord also honours these men personally with promotion. God is no man’s debtor, 
as “godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come” (1 
Timothy 4:8; cf.1 Samuel 2:30 Psalm 1:3; 91:14; John 12:26).  

CONCLUSION 

This riveting story is full of encouragement and rebuke for every child of God. It is a 
dramatic portrayal of the outward helplessness and hopelessness that sometimes members of the 
kingdom of God are called to face. Yet, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood tall when the 
test came. They knew their times were in God’s hand and whatsoever He did would be for their 
good. It may not be the way they anticipated, but they knew He doeth all things well. That is 
equally true for us today. 

Difficult days and trials will come. Prosperity theology does not match up with the 
Scriptures and will not match up with the reality of your life. Remember there is no fiery furnace 
that man or devil can invent that can destroy your eternal soul. The Lord is always with us, “Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4).  

Is your faith so genuine that there is no price that will make you bow down? Let us 
refuse to bow or bend to the gods of this age. Many may capitulate, but let us refuse to 
compromise. May we all be found faithful to Christ, even unto death. Spurgeon characteristically 
put it well,  

The unfaltering fidelity of the three holy children is worthy of our imitation. They never 
hesitated or parleyed with the tyrant. Fixed were their hearts in God, and confidently 
stayed on Him; and so they conquered the proud monarch; yea, and vanquished death 
itself, quenching the violence of the flames. Rich was their reward. Jesus walked the 
glowing coals with them, and turned the furnace into a fair pavilion. In His name let us 
also abide by the truth without flinching, and no evil shall come nigh unto us. Never let 
us debate or question, but for God and His holy gospel let us be bold to sacrifice even 
life itself. May the sons of this family be such young men as Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. 

When through f i ery tr ia ls  thy pathways shal l  l i e ,   

My grace ,  a l l  suf f i c i ent ,  shal l  be thy supply ;   

The f lame shal l  not  hurt  thee ;  

I only des ign Thy dross  to consume, and thy go ld to re f ine .  

 

The soul  that on Jesus has l eaned for  repose ,   

I wi l l  not ,  I  wi l l  not  deser t  to  i t s  foes ;   

That soul ,  though al l  he l l  should endeavor to shake,   

I ’ l l  never ,  no never ,  no never forsake.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What principles about proper and improper civil disobedience can we learn from this 
section? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. How confident are we of the presence of God with us in the midst of our sufferings and 
trials? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How did God get glory from this incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


