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“STANDING FOR GOD’S GLORY” – A Study of the Life of Daniel 

“Amazing Grace” (Daniel 4:1-19) 

The primary focus of this chapter is God’s gracious work in the life of Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of the Babylonian Empire. It records the culmination of the series of dealings of the 
Lord with him.  Nebuchadnezzar has had numerous insights into the truths of God from his 
interactions with God’s people in Babylon. These faithful saints not only spoke of God’s 
character but they manifested it in their lives. Even the proud king was greatly impressed. Each 
of the acts and words leading up to this point had the object of drawing the king closer to saving 
faith, but he had still resisted completely surrendering to the claims of Jehovah’s absolute 
sovereignty.  

Contact with even the finest of God’s saints does not save anyone. We often find such 
people in society; some may even sit in the church pew on Sundays.  They are gripped with 
certain biblical truths and even admire the lives of faithful saints, but they still resist the truth 
personally. Often God has to really shake them with a great humiliation before their will is finally 
broken in submission to the gospel. This is the condition of Nebuchadnezzar at the end of 
chapter three. He will learn this truth of God’s absolute sovereignty the hard way, as will all 
sinners when they try to resist God’s sovereign will. The Lord will not allow him to continue on 
in his tranquil self-satisfied state.  

This is a unique chapter in Scripture, as it seems to be written autobiographically by a new 
believer in the first person. It is a synopsis of Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling by the Lord and how 
he was eventually saved. This chapter is his “testimony tract” to be sent to the world. It is also a 
contemporary warning to every political, economic, and spiritual leader on this planet who really 
rules the world.  

It is true “not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called” (1 
Corinthians 1:26), but it doesn’t say that not any  mighty or noble are called! In the context of 
Daniel 4, it is at a time when the king is at the height of his power; reigning over the greatest 
empire the world had ever known. He had subjugated most of the potential rival threats, had 
never lost a major battle, and had constructed a mighty and glorious capital city to live in. His 
place in history was secured, his every whim was indulged, and his every command obeyed.  

We may think such a person is outside the reach of saving grace. Jesus Christ even testifies 
of the hardening effects of prosperity, “Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:23). John Flavel once observed, “To see a man humble under prosperity 
is one of the greatest rarities in the world.” This chapter will encourage us to pray continuously for 
souls we are burdened for, as we contemplate the great lengths our longsuffering and merciful 
Lord went to reach this man. “Is any thing too hard for the LORD?”(Genesis 18:4) is still true.  The 
world may be changing but the human heart remains the same. No heart is insurmountable to 
God. The founder of the Salvation Army, William Booth used to describe the extent of the grace 
of God, “from the uttermost to the guttermost.” 

BACKGROUND 

Nebuchadnezzar was the oldest son and successor of Nabopolassar. His father, 
Nabopolassar conquered the Assyrian empire; leaving Nineveh in ruins around 612 BC. While 
his father was alive, Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptians at the famous Battle of Carchemish 
in 605 BC. This ended the significant influence of this great rival power; allowing the 
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Babylonians to control the Middle East. Nabopolassar died the same year, which brought 
Nebuchadnezzar to the throne. In 605 BC Nebuchadnezzar also captured Jerusalem, when 
Daniel and his three friends were deported in the first wave of the exile.  

Once king, the brilliant Nebuchadnezzar quickly consolidated and expanded the empire 
westward. By a political marriage to the daughter of the king of the powerful northern Median 
Empire, he ensured peace between the two empires. He is also credited with the rebuilding and 
adorning of the city of Babylon, with canals, aqueducts, temples and reservoirs. This reputedly 
involved the construction of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon regarded as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World. He reigned around 43 years.  

Nebuchadnezzar the  king ,  unto  a l l  peop le ,  nat ions ,  and languages ,  that  dwe l l  in  a l l  the  ear th ;  Peace  be  

mul t ip l i ed  unto  you .  I  thought  i t  good to  shew the  s i gns  and wonders  that  the  h igh God hath wrought  toward 

me.  How grea t  are  His  s i gns !  and how mighty  are  His  wonders !  His  kingdom i s  an ever las t ing  kingdom, and 

His  dominion i s  f rom generat ion to  g enerat ion .  (v1-3)  

The introduction to this chapter is actually the conclusion. This doxology in retrospect is 
the final point this great monarch came to when God dealt with his life. Nebuchadnezzar did not 
always think this way. He once erected a monument on the plains of Dura to his own greatness 
and demanded that everyone bow down to it. But that is what is amazing about amazing grace! 
Only God could change a man like this. Nebuchadnezzar is now so overcome with God’s grace 
in his life that he wants to tell the whole world about it, “unto all people, nations, and languages, that 
dwell in all the earth.” He is no secret disciple! 

This experience in the valley of humiliation is a painful one for such a proud man to 
recall. This is especially so when all the great and the good of the Empire will read of your 
shame. He will have to confess his submission to the God of one of the nations he has 
subjugated. But when God’s grace touches your life, you want to give Him all the glory. Sad to 
say many professing Christians never speak to those around them of their salvation.  

It took this painful fall for the king to acknowledge, “His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and His dominion is from generation to generation.” Now, Nebuchadnezzar recognizes who really is in 
charge of this universe. The king of Babylon has a finite rule, but God’s rule is eternal. This is a 
new humble Nebuchadnezzar we have not seen before. Indeed, his statement in v35 is one of 
the most comprehensive statements of the sovereignty of God in all of Scripture, “And all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?” 

We are not told what an impact this testimony made on the lives of all the subjects of the 
Empire. However, it is surely no coincidence that a group of those who sought out the Messiah 
six centuries later were “wise men” from the East (Matthew 2:1-2).  

I  Nebuchadnezzar was a t  r e s t  in  mine  house ,  and f lour i sh ing  in  my pa lace :  I  saw a dream which made me 

a fra id ,  and the  thoughts  upon my bed and the  v i s ions  o f  my head t roub led  me.  There for e  made I  a  decr e e  to  

br ing  in  a l l  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon be fore  me ,  that  they  might  make known unto  me the  in t erpre ta t ion o f  the  

dream. Then came in  the  magi c ians ,  the  as t ro loger s ,  the  Chaldeans ,  and the  soo thsayers :  and I  to ld  the  dream 

be fore  them; but  they  d id  not  make known unto  me the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .  But  a t  the  las t  Danie l  came in  

be fore  me ,  whose  name was Be l t e shazzar ,  a c cord ing  to  the  name o f  my God,  and in  whom is  the  sp i r i t  o f  the  

ho ly  gods :  and be for e  h im I  to ld  the  dream, say ing ,  O Bel t e shazzar ,  master  o f  the  magi c ians ,  be cause  I  know 



 

  4 

that  the  sp i r i t  o f  the  ho ly  gods  i s  in  thee ,  and no s e c r e t  t roub le th  thee ,  t e l l  me the  v i s ions  o f  my dream that  I  

have  s e en ,  and the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .   (v4-9) 

We are not told when the incident occurs, but most think it was towards the middle of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, as this was the time when he was at peace and flourishing. Both 
personally and politically all appears well. This is a false peace in the heart of the unregenerate. 
Harry Ironside observes, 

There is a deceitful rest, a deceitful peace, which lulls many a soul into a false security 
(Jeremiah 6:14). To be untroubled is no evidence of safety. To be at peace does not 
prove that all is well. I once caught hold of a blind man and drew him back just in time 
to keep him from plunging headlong into an open cellar way. He thought all was well and 
was in peace of mind as he walked along, yet two more steps and he would have gone 
down! 

However, when man is lulled into a false peace, God can still interrupt his spiritual stupor! There 
are countless weapons at God’s hand for Him to use to speak to us. This time He uses another 
dream to terrify the complacent sinner. This will be a “painful grace” to the monarch. 
Nebuchadnezzar could control the Eastern world and call on millions of soldiers to defend him, 
but he could not control or defend his mind when God steps in. He may not fear any man, but 
God could send him “a dream which made me afraid.” 

God had spoken to Nebuchadnezzar before in chapter two in this manner. It appears 
that the king had forgotten many of the lessons learned, as he turns first to the collective wisdom 
of the “pagan brain trust” in Babylon for help, “the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
soothsayers.” He also gets the same result, “but they did not make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof.” The world never has the answers to spiritual questions (1 Corinthians 2:14). Humanity 
will turn to every source of wisdom for help instead of God. However, providence overrules as 
this will ensure that the impotency of man’s wisdom is contrasted with the greatness of God’s 
wisdom when Daniel is eventually called. Doubtless, that man of prayer had prayed much for 
such an opportunity to witness directly to the heart of his king.  

Thus were  the  v i s ions  o f  mine  head in  my bed ;  I  saw,  and beho ld  a  t r e e  in  the  mids t  o f  the  ear th ,  and the  

he ight  thereo f  was gr ea t .  The t r e e  gr ew,  and was s t rong ,  and the  he igh t  thereo f  r eached unto  heaven ,  and the  

s i gh t  thereo f  to  the  end o f  a l l  the  ear th :  The l eaves  thereo f  were  fa i r ,  and the  f ru i t  ther eo f  much ,  and in  i t  was 

meat  fo r  a l l :  the  beas t s  o f  the  f i e ld  had shadow under  i t ,  and the  fowls  o f  the  heaven dwe l t  in  the  boughs  

thereo f ,  and a l l  f l e sh  was f ed  o f  i t .  I  saw in  the  v i s ions  o f  my head upon my bed ,  and,  beho ld ,  a  watcher  and 

an ho ly  one  came down f rom heaven ;  He cr i ed  a loud ,  and sa id  thus ,  Hew down the  t r e e ,  and cu t  o f f  h i s  

branches ,  shake o f f  h i s  l eaves ,  and s ca t t e r  h i s  f ru i t :  l e t  the  beas t s  g e t  away f rom under  i t ,  and the  fowls  f rom 

his  branches :  Never the l e s s  l eave  the  s tump o f  h i s  roo t s  in  the  ear th ,  even wi th  a  band o f  i ron and brass ,  in  

the  t ender  grass  o f  the  f i e ld ;  and l e t  i t  be  wet  wi th  the  dew o f  heaven ,  and l e t  h i s  por t ion be  wi th  the  beas t s  in  

the  grass  o f  the  ear th :  Let  h i s  hear t  be  changed f rom man’s ,  and l e t  a  beas t ’ s  hear t  be  g iv en  unto  h im;  and l e t  

s even t imes  pass  over  h im. This  mat t er  i s  by  the  de cr e e  o f  the  watchers ,  and the  demand by  the  word o f  the  

ho ly  ones :  to  the  in t en t  that  the  l i v ing  may know that  the  most  High ru l e th  in  the  kingdom o f  men,  and g ive th  

i t  to  whomsoever  he  wi l l ,  and se t t e th  up over  i t  the  bases t  o f  men.  This  dream I  king  Nebuchadnezzar have  

s e en .  Now thou ,  O Bel t e shazzar ,  de c lare  the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  fo rasmuch as  a l l  the  wise  men o f  my 

kingdom are  not  ab l e  to  make known unto  me the  in t erpre ta t ion :  but  thou ar t  ab l e ;  fo r  the  sp ir i t  o f  the  ho ly  

gods  i s  in  thee .  (v10-18) 
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The previous dream in chapter two revealed God’s sovereign plan for the ages. Although 
this first dream would have a personal element, the second dream would be completely personal. 
This dream would warn the king of potential judgment for his sin of pride, expose the impotency 
of the wisdom of Babylon again, and would provide a platform for God’s man to bring glory to 
God. When man is humbled, it is because he sees the absolute sovereignty of God. It is pride 
that prevents us from acknowledging this. Pride is a powerful sin in humanity. It makes slow 
learners of sinners in graduating from God’s school of theology! Natural man resists the truth of 
God sovereignty. Typical of that spirit of pride is the poet, William Ernest Henley who penned 
the infamous lines in the poem Invictus, 

 
It  matters  not  how strai t  the  gate ,   

How charged with punishments the scro l l ,   
I  am the master  o f  my fate :   
I  am the captain o f  my soul .   

John MacArthur makes a good observation about the power of pride, 

Perhaps the most destructive word in any language is the word pride. Pride damned 
Satan and his angels. Pride has damned men throughout human history. Pride is 
destructive because it breaks that first and great command that we ought to have no 
other gods before God Himself. God is to be the first and only God. God is the only 
one to be worshiped. The only one to be praised. The only one to be served. And His 
will is absolutely supreme. And pride asserts that man is to take a place of superiority 
over God. Or that an angel is to take a place of superiority over God. Pride places self 
above God. That’s the essence of pride. 

The dominant theme of the dream, as indeed of the whole book, is that Jehovah is truly 
sovereign over the affairs of man, as the heavenly being states in v17, “This matter is by the decree of 
the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.” 
It is God alone who can raise up and put down any man or nation. Nebuchadnezzar had been 
told this in Daniel 2:21, but the message had not fully gripped his proud heart. He will have to be 
humbled, “till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He 
will” (v25). The Lord always gets His man, even if He has to shake him to the core!   

There are two distinct parts to the dream. The first part portrays the rise of the great tree 
and the second part deals with its swift fall. The figure of a great tree is used metaphorically here 
to represent the might and influence of Nebuchadnezzar. The first part is a pleasant picture of a 
tranquil comfortable scene, whereas the second is a shuddering scene when God steps into the 
life of the indifferent, self-centred sinner. It took 3 verses just to describe the power, extent, 
stability, dependability, and magnificence of this tree. This is seen from man’s limited 
perspective. However, God is going to suddenly expose this seemingly impregnable image as 
“behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven.” The angelic being will then shout an awful 
word of judgment, which will effectively destroy the picture created by the magnificent tree in 
v10-12. This is the second part of the dream. 

There is a note of hope left open in the picture with the statement, “Nevertheless leave the 
stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass.”  The stump and roots imply that there 
is a potential for a revival of the great tree.  Strangely then the image of the stump is changed for 
that of a human heart. This is the first direct suggestion in the dream that this may be related to 
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the future of a man. It is no wonder that Nebuchadnezzar was terrified! Doubtless, he 
remembered his previous encounter with a dream and knew this may have application personally 
to him also. The picture of the tree being so swiftly chopped down must have particularly 
worried him. He must have feared a parallel with the stone destroying his empire in the first 
dream. Judging from his panic to obtain an interpretation, clearly he knew this was another 
supernatural encounter and not a bad case of indigestion! Adam Clarke profoundly remarks: 
“What a mercy it is that God has hidden futurity from us! Were he to show every man the lot 
that is before him, the misery of the human race would be complete.” 

Once again the Lord had brought the proud monarch to the end of himself. He will have 
to plead. “Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof” and confess “forasmuch as all the 
wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee.” In doing so, Nebuchadnezzar is affirming the inability of human wisdom 
to discern spiritual truth. God is able to humble us all by cutting us down to size when pride gets 
the better of us. Have you had your tree trimmed lately? Thank God that He has not completely 
rooted you out! 

Then Danie l ,  whose  name was Be l t e shazzar ,  was as ton ied  for  one  hour ,  and h i s  thoughts  t roub led  h im. The 

king  spake ,  and sa id ,  Be l t e shazzar ,  l e t  no t  the  dream, or  the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  t roub le  thee .  

Be l t e shazzar answered  and sa id ,  My lord ,  the  dream be  to  them that  hate  thee ,  and the  in t e rpre ta t ion thereo f  

to  th ine  enemies .  (v19)  

Upon hearing the dream, the great prophet is himself astonished. He must have 
immediately discerned the interpretation. This is probably not fear of the king, but fear for the 
judgment of God that will befall this man. It is true that the king had an explosive temper, but 
Daniel has never shown any fear of man before or after this incident. The context supports this 
interpretation, as Daniel expresses only the concern over the king and wishes that he could avoid 
the judgment, “My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies.” 
God’s prophets need to be tender but tough in how they deliver the Lord’s message. That 
balance is difficult. We should preach from a heart that is broken for our hearers. Joseph Parker 
puts his finger on it, 

The preacher is often as much astonished as the hearer, and as much terrified. In 
proportion as the preacher is faithful to the book which he has to read, expound, and 
enforce, will he sometimes come to passages that he would rather not read. It would be 
delightful if we could expel the idea of penalty from our human intercommunion. Men 
have tried to fill up the pit of hell with flowers, and all the flowers have been consumed. 
It would be delightful to hide by concealment of any kind the horrors that await the 
wicked man, but to hide those horrors is to aggravate them. 

The king discerns the news is not pleasant and pleads for the truth, “let not the dream, or the 
interpretation thereof, trouble thee.” At this time of life, he knows that he needs the unvarnished truth. 
He doesn’t need smooth words it scratch his itching ears! It is not being kind to deceive a man 
from a true diagnosis of his condition. Doctors are aware of this difficult responsibility in 
treating patients. Likewise, the servants of the Lord have a solemn duty to warn sinners of the 
judgment of God. Daniel will not fail to live up to his calling.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Why do we turn to God last for help in our problems? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Why is it easy to let pride control many areas of our lives? Has God had to cut you down 

to size in areas of your life? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How has the story of Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion encouraged you to pray for unsaved 

loved ones? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


