
 
 

 
THE ROMANS SERIES 

 
 

“A MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST” 
Romans 15:15-24 

 

STUDY (42) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev (Dr) Paul Ferguson 
 

Calvary Tengah Bible Presbyterian Church 
Shalom Chapel, 345 Old Choa Chu Kang Road, 

Singapore 698923  
 

www.calvarytengah.com 
 

5 February 2012  
 
 
 



	   2	  

Few men have truly changed the world by their lives. Even fewer have changed it for the 
better. Outside of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the central figure of all history, probably 
no man has had a greater impact that the Apostle Paul. The labours of Paul, the example 
of Paul, and the writings of Paul have had a profound effect for the last 2,000 years.  
 How did this little Jewish man, who was born a Roman citizen in a Gentile city in 
Tarsus (situated in modern Turkey) into a devout Jewish home, make such an impact? 
He lived in a day before Jet airplanes, trains or automobiles. He had no access to the m 
odern means of communication such as telephones, emails, faxes etc. This man spent 
much of the 25-30 years of ministry in prison or on the run from vicious persecution. He 
was hated and attacked both from within and without the church. He wasn’t even part of 
the twelve disciples that were personally trained over almost 4 years by the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 Yet despite all of these handicaps, Paul was used by God to lift Christianity from 
being lost in history as an isolated sect of Judaism to be a worldwide movement. His 
writings form the backbone of the NT canon. Your life and the lives of those around in 
this church owe a great debt to the labours, example, and the writings of this man Paul. 
Here is a man whose life and writings changed the course of world history. So it is 
entirely appropriate that we spend this time to consider his life.  
 
OVERVIEW 
 
In Romans 15:13-14, Paul closed the central message of Romans with a benediction of 
prayer for his readers. Now, in the final part from 15:15 to 16:27 he adds a personal 
postscript to this epistle.  
 In the first part of these personal words, it is more autobiographical. The apostle 
gives a privileged insight into his heart and the principles that governed his ministry. We 
see: 
 
(1) PAUL’S CALLING (v15-16) 
(2) PAUL’S HUMILITY (v17-19a) 
(3) PAUL’S MESSAGE (v19b) 
(4) PAUL’S VISION (v20-24) 
 

(1) PAUL’S CALLING (v15-16) 

Paul tells the Romans saints in v14 that he knows that they are aware of many of the 
truths he has taught them in this epistle. But his purpose is to remind them of these great 
truths, “Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in 
mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God” (v15). 
 One of the great problems Christians face is complacency and forgetfulness. A true 
pastor must continually remind them of truths such as the brevity of life, dangers of this 
world, the need to live for others, the dangers of this world etc. This work is never fully 
done, as all of us are a work in progress. Paul then reminds his readers about his calling 
by use of a number of expressions. 
 
GRACE 
 
Paul’s position and authority in writing to them simply stems from the grace of God, 
“because of the grace that is given to me of God” (v15b). In Romans 12:6 he pointed to the fact 
that grace not only saves us and keeps us, but grace appoints differing gifts to serve in 
the body of Christ, “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us.” Paul is 
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not a self-appointed apostle, but one who was called to this office by grace, “But when it 
pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by His grace, To reveal his Son 
in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood” 
(Gal. 1:15-16). 
 All of us need to identify the gifts God has graciously bestowed on us and use 
them. Paul is using his to write this epistle.  
 
MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST 
 
In v16 Paul then gives more detail of his calling. He describes himself as “the minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.” Now Paul often uses two Greek different words doulos or 
diakonos to describe his service, which mean slave and menial servant respectively. 
However, this time he uses the word leitourgos, which Paul uses in Hebrews 8:2 to 
describe the work of the priests in the Jerusalem Temple.  
 So, Paul is borrowing from the language of the OT priests engaged in sacrificial 
work to describe his preaching and teaching ministry of “the gospel of God.” This he 
metaphorically pictures like a sacrifice of “the offering up of the Gentiles.” Paul’s great desire 
and motivation is to present Gentile believers as an acceptable sacrifice to God. So we 
are not only to present ourselves unto the Lord (Romans 12:1), but then we are to labour 
to present others to Him. It is interesting to note that the primary focus of Paul’s 
ministry is not buildings or budgets, but people. For it is people that will follow you on 
into eternity. We must use our ministry to build people, rather than using people to build 
our ministry.  
 The aim of Paul’s ministry is not to build his name but to please the Lord by 
regarding these new disciples as “acceptable.” This is because they have been “sanctified by 
the Holy Ghost.” It is not just about numbers for the sake of numbers, but producing 
disciples that please the Lord. At the end of the day, all our labours have to please God. 
We do not live to please self. The greatest tribute is to have the reputation of Enoch who 
“pleased God” (Heb. 11:5). Paul was aiming for this also, “Wherefore we labour, that, whether 
present or absent, we may be accepted of Him”(2 Cor. 5:9).  
 Every spiritual effort in this church – whether it is Sunday School, YF, YAF, Bible 
Studies, or the Worship Service should be done as an offering unto the Lord. This desire 
to please the Lord with a sweet smelling savour emanating from our collective labours is 
a beautiful picture. G. Campbell Morgan has this insightful comment, 
 

What a radiant light this sheds on all our evangelistic and pastoral effort! Every 
soul won by the preaching of the gospel is not only brought into a place of safety 
and of blessing; he is an offering to God, a gift which gives Him satisfaction, the 
very offering He is seeking. Every soul carefully and patiently instructed in the 
things of Christ, and so made conformable to His likeness, is a soul in whom the 
Father takes pleasure. Thus we labour, not only for the saving of men, but for the 
satisfying of the heart of God. This is the most powerful motive. 

  
(2) PAUL’S HUMILITY (v17-19a) 

 
The Lord had powerfully used the apostle Paul like no other man. He lists three of these: 
 
(i) SALVATION OF THE GENTILES – The apostle had been used to open the 
Gentile world to the gospel. He preached to them by word, deed, and his character, “to 
make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed” (18b). 
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(ii) MIGHTY SIGNS AND WONDERS – God had bestowed on him tremendous 
apostolic sign gifts, “Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God.” (v19a) 
These included: Elymas the sorcerer struck with blindness (Acts 13:6-12); healing of a 
cripple (Acts 14:8-10); casting out a demon in a woman (Acts 16:16-18); and a 
miraculous removal from a prison in Phillipi (Acts 16:25).  
 
(iii) MISSIONARY JOURNEYS COMPLETED – Paul tells us he journeyed “from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ” (v19b). This 
was a journey of around 1400 miles. This was an unprecedented evangelistic endeavour 
and move of God. We can only put imagine the discomfort of this work through 
countless sufferings and imprisonments.  
 
 We must also consider that Paul had a brilliant mind and intellect. Just read his 
epistles and especially Romans! God used that great natural ability to write much of the 
NT. Now, if we had accomplished even 1 out of these 3 things, I dare say we would be 
very proud of our achievements. All too often we want to keep at least part of the glory 
for ourselves. Kent Hughes gives an interesting analogy,  
  

Paul preached the entire 1,400 miles from Jerusalem to Illyricum, which is in 
present-day Yugoslavia. Not bad—especially in sandals! But Paul takes no credit. 
Christ did it through him. How contrary this is to the way things usually happen. 
More often we are like the Little Leaguer who put all his sixty pounds into a 
ferocious swing and barely connected. The ball scraped by the bottom of the bat, 
jiggled straight back to the pitcher, who groped and fumbled it. There was still 
plenty of time to nail the batter at first, but the pitcher’s throw soared high over 
the first baseman’s head. The slugger flew on toward second base. Somebody 
retrieved the ball. The next throw sailed wildly into left field. The hitter swaggered 
into third, puffing along with a man-sized grin, then continued on to cross home 
plate. “Oh, boy,” he said, “that’s the first home run I ever hit in my whole life!” 
That is so like us! We step to the plate for Jesus, barely tip the ball, but He arranges 
for us to get home—and we take all the credit! 

 
PAUL’S GLORY 
 
Despite these amazing accomplishments for the kingdom of God, Paul does not glory in 
self. He points out that, “I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God” 
(v17), as he knew that it was all by, “by the power of the Spirit of God” (v19). Writing to the 
Corinthians, he notes, “He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31). Yes, it was 
Paul’s “word and deed” to reach the converts, but Paul knew it was Christ doing this 
through him to convict and convert the hearts of the Gentiles. That is the secret of a 
truly effective life. 
 Paul was not always like this. Before he was converted, he had great confidence in 
his natural abilities and achievements,  
 

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that 
he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as 
touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. (Philp. 3:4-6) 

 
However, he has no confidence in these things now – just Christ’s glory is all he lives for, 
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But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Christ, (Philp. 3:7-8) 
 

 Paul knew that the reason he was able to achieve all of these things in the ministry 
was because of the power of God. So how could he take any of the credit? This principle 
that governed Paul’s life is something we all need to learn. The greatness of your ministry 
will be to the degree that you learn this. Without Christ, your whole labours are all just 
wood, hay and stubble! 
 CH Spurgeon was an immensely gifted and famous preacher. But every Sunday as 
he entered his pulpit steps he reminded himself of his weakness by repeating these 
words, “I believe in the Holy Ghost.” So concerned was the American revivalist 
preacher, Jonathan Edwards to ensure that he would not get any glory for his persuasive 
eloquence in preaching the gospel that he often read his sermons from a written 
manuscript. 
  

(3) PAUL’S MESSAGE (v19b) 
 
Paul tells his readers in v16 that he is ministering the “the gospel of God” and in v19b he is 
preaching, “the gospel of Christ.” The great theme of the Bible is salvation and the great 
subject of the Bible is Jesus Christ. That is the message Paul preached over the Empire.  
 His object was not to preach about himself or make his name great, but as he 
reminded the Corinthians, “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus' sake” (2 Cor. 4:5). Likewise, we are not here to exalt any man or 
movement, but Jesus Christ the Saviour. Remember, no Bible-Presbyterian church ever 
saved anyone! No Bible-Presbyterian church is coming back to receive us to heaven. 
 The message of the gospel of Jesus Christ cannot be improved on. He is the 
most compelling subject in the world. So His glory must be the focus of our singing, 
prayers, and preaching. “We preach always Him,” said Martin Luther; “this may seem a 
limited and monotonous subject, likely to be soon exhausted, but we are never at the end 
of it.”  

We are not to chase the latest fads and gimmicks but continue to preach the old 
message of salvation from the old book. Oh yes, there are people who can preach the 
gospel better than I can, but no one can preach a better gospel! May God always keep 
this church with that focus so that we can testify with Paul, “But God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world” (Gal. 6:14). 
 

(4) PAUL’S VISION (v20-24) 
 
In this final section, the apostle gives us a wonderful insight into the vision he had for his 
ministry. His one ambition was to reach the unreached and church the unchurched. In 
v20 he tells us, “Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should 
build upon another man’s foundation.” However, Paul wanted his readers to know that his 
ambitions and plans were not the delusions of some maverick worker. He proves his 
heartbeat is tied to the beating heart of the Lord to reach the Gentiles in v21 by citing 
Isaiah 52:15, “But as it is written, To whom He was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have 
not heard shall understand.” 
 In v22 Paul makes an important counterbalance to the statement of desire in 
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v20-21. He makes it clear that although it is not wrong for him to have plans, he 
recognizes in his plans the overruling hand of providence, “For which cause also I have been 
much hindered from coming to you.” Yes, Paul had a “great desire” (v23) to come to Rome and 
then from there to Spain (v24), but he knows that God is in control. It is not wrong for 
us to make plans every year for the next twelve months as we desire God to move in our 
church, but we must always allow God to intervene and shut the door. Eventually the 
Lord would allow Paul to go to Rome, but not the way he had envisaged here in this 
chapter. Acts 28 shows Paul was not embittered but fully content to serve fervently in 
that unexpected circumstance. He knew and believed “As for God, His way is perfect” (Psa. 
18:30). 

The apostle Paul had a sanctified “discontented contentment” as he was 
contented in the sovereign will of God for his life but always desired to see the work of 
God advance further. As a church we should desire to reach more people with the 
gospel, but we much never run ahead of God. It is Christ who builds the church – not 
us. Our duty is to take care of the depth of the ministry and let Him take care of the 
breadth of it. Now, we may not know the degree of the breadth of this work. S Lewis 
Johnson makes a good observation 
 

We are an instrument in the hands of a sovereign God.  Christ, Christ through me 
is the emphasis of the apostle….When we do what God tells us to do we may 
expect results and the apostle had results.  But we should distinguish having results 
from seeing results.  We may not always see the results that we have. 

 
As we read the Acts account we get an incredible insight into the heart of this 

man Paul. We see his perseverance at places like Lystra, where he was stoned seemingly 
to death yet still continued and even returned back to the same city, 

 
And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded 
the people, and having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had 
been dead. Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and 
came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. And 
when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they 
returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, Confirming the souls of 
the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. And when they had 
ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they 
commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. (Acts 14:19-23) 

 
This man laboured tirelessly night and day. Even as a worn out prisoner at Rome, 

we see Paul at the end of his life still using every ounce of strength he had to witness, 
“And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he 
expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of 
Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.” (Acts 28:23) This last recorded history 
of him by Luke is in a similar note of faithfulness and triumph, 
 

And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that 
came in unto him, Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding 
him. (Acts 28:3-31) 

 
We should not imagine that this was some exotic adventure that Paul went on. 
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This was a life of daily self-denial and suffering. Just read 2 Corinthians 11 for a summary 
of the hardship he endured. Yet, despite these manifold sufferings, which would have 
broken the spirit of most preachers, this man wanted to press on further. He openly 
declared that he still desired to go on to Rome and from there on to Spain in the West. 
This was the wilder part of the Empire where the influence of the Romans was not so 
powerful.  

We have to marvel. What a man! What a heart! What a worker! This man would 
travel, through great hardship, at least 4,000 miles by foot just to reach another soul with 
the gospel. It makes us ashamed as we compare ourselves with this man. We are a 
million miles from him. Many cannot even make it to church on Sunday, let alone to the 
prayer meeting!  

The same passion drove men of God in the past. The founder of the China 
Inland Mission, James Hudson Taylor used to exclaim, “If I had 1,000 lives, I'd give 
them all for China.” The pioneer missionary into the heart of Africa, David Livingstone 
when interviewed as to where he wished to serve by a missionary society in London 
stated, “anywhere, as long as it is forward.” 

Finally we must note in v24b the love of Paul for the saints of God. He longed to 
be at Rome not to see the great architecture or converse with the great and the good of 
the Empire. No, he simply longed to have sweet fellowship with the humblest of God’s 
saints and to “be somewhat filled with your company.” What a man! What a Saviour! It was all 
down to the grace of God working in and through this man’s life.  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
We need a revival of the passion that puts Jesus Christ first in all of our lives. Paul gave 
his motto in Philippians 1:21 as “for me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” That is really a 
perfect definition of a believer – living for Christ. The world’s motto is reversed. It is 
“for me to live is self and to die is the greatest loss.” 
 As we leave this section, let us note in summary the principles that governed this 
extraordinary man’s life: 
 
(a) Paul saw his life as a calling and his work as a sacrificial service (v15-16) 
(b) Paul recognized that any good in his ministry was because of God’s grace and power 
(v15, 19)  - we do not do great things for God – He does great things through us! 
(c) Paul only gloried in Christ working through him (v17)   
(d) Paul preached everywhere the gospel of Christ (v19b)   
(e) Paul had a continual passion to reach the unreached with the gospel (v20). His heart 
beat with the heart of God for souls (v21)   
(f) Paul recognized that providence could derail his plans (v22) 
(g) Paul longed to fellowship with God’s people (24b) 
 
If you want your life and ministry to count, live by these principles. Spurgeon advised his 
members, “Paul was insatiable for the glory of God and the prosperity of the church; let 
us be filled with the same zeal.” There is no greater way to live than this. Nothing this 
world can offer can compare to that. May God help you to do so.  
 

Lord, i f  thou hast  made us s trong,   
Let us l earn to he lp the weak;  
Bearing with each other long,   

While  the good o f  a l l  we seek.   
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May we with one heart  and mind  
Seek the g lory o f  thy name;  

In one sacred l eague combined,   
All  our aims and hopes the same. 

 

 
  
 


