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The Apostle Paul has been teaching throughout the Book of Romans that Christianity is 
not just a set of beliefs that we hold merely intellectually. Now, we must believe the 
central doctrines of Christianity in order to be a Christian. However, Christianity 
produces from these beliefs an entirely new way of life. We all have responsibilities to 
serve in the body of Christ. All of us are required to give of our time, talent, and treasure 
for the Lord’s glory. 
 Paul ends Romans 15 with a call to engage in two very practical ministries – giving 
and prayer. These are ministries every believer is called to be involved in today. Not all 
are called to be missionaries overseas or pastors, but all are called to enter into these two 
ministries: 
 
(1) MINISTRY OF GIVING (v25-29) 
(2) MINISTRY OF PRAYER (v30-33) 
 
Our performance in these two ministries is indicative of our spiritual temperature.  

(1) MINISTRY OF GIVING (v25-29) 

The first ministry that Paul deals with here is the ministry of giving. Now, people get 
defensive and nervous when you talk about giving. Yet the Bible speaks much about 
giving. It is estimated that one on every ten verses of the Gospels deals with our use of 
money1. Jesus Christ makes clear that our wallets and our hearts have a close connection 
(cf. Matt. 6:21).  
 In the context of Romans 15, Paul was writing about a trip he was planning to 
make to Jerusalem to deliver a love gift he had raised for the poor saints there. This gift 
was made up of contributions from churches in Macedonia and Achaia (v25-26). The 
apostle had been asked by the leaders in Jerusalem to try to help the poor there,  

 
And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 
Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was 
forward to do. (Gal. 2:9-10) 
 

REASONS FOR THE LOVEGIFT 
 
Many of the believers in Jerusalem were in abject poverty for a number of reasons: 

 
(i) The economy in Jerusalem and the surrounding area was one of the poorest in the 
Empire. 
(ii) There was a famine at that time in Jerusalem (Acts 11) 
(iii) Persecution resulted in the death of breadwinners and also the loss of their material 
goods (cf. Acts 8). The sending out of missionaries would also have been a burden for 
them to bear.  
(iv) Many were ostracized by their neighbours and families when they became believers.  
 
The apostle Paul would also have additional reasons for raising funds for the poor at 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 Steve Cole notes, “Jesus talked often about money: 16 of His 38 parables deal with how to handle money 
and possessions. In the Gospels, one out of ten verses (288 in all) deal directly with money. The Bible 
offers 500 verses on prayer, 500 verses on faith, but more than 2,000 verses on money and possessions.” 
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Jerusalem: 
 
(i) He was responsible for some of this persecution and had made widows and orphans 
by his actions. 
 
(ii) He knew this would be a good test of the spiritual heart of the Gentile churches in 
Macedonia and Achaia.  
 
(iii) He recognized that the Gentiles owed a great material debt to the Jerusalem church 
because of the spiritual privileges they had received, “It hath pleased them verily; and their 
debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also 
to minister unto them in carnal things” (v27). It was the church at Jerusalem that supplied the 
backbone of the apostolic band, as well as great preachers like Barnabas and Stephen. It 
was from the church of Jerusalem that believers first went out to take the gospel to the 
Gentiles in Acts 11. Also, it was from the church at Jerusalem that most of the NT 
writers came from. So, now this was a perfect opportunity for mission churches to help 
the mother church in her needs. This is a duty as well as a delight.  
 
(iv) A final reason is that Paul knew that this love gift would show the respect of the 
Gentile churches for the Jewish dominated church at Jerusalem. This would hopefully 
help to breakdown suspicion and hostility that could arise because of the historic 
prejudice between Jew and Gentile. J. Hudson Taylor, founder of the China Inland 
Mission practiced this unity in his ministry. On the first day of the New Year, Taylor 
would send the first love gift that came to the CIM to John Wilkinson, the founder of 
the Mildmay Mission to the Jews. Attached to the love gift, Taylor cited part of Romans 
2:10, “To the Jew first.”  Wilkinson would send the first love gift received back to the 
Taylor for the CIM with a note citing the same verse, “And also to the Gentile.” 
 
FINANCIAL STATE OF GENTILE CHURCHES 
 
Now, some of these Gentile churches were probably wealthy such as those at Corinth. 
But that was not true of the saints in the Macedonian churches. Paul writes of their 
impoverished state, 
 

Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of 
their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to 
their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of 
themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take 
upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they did, not as we 
hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 
(2 Cor. 8:1-5) 

 
Paul uses this church as a model and gives us the key in v5 to their abundant generosity, 
“first gave their own selves to the Lord” and then because of that they were able to give “unto 
us by the will of God.”  
 The motivation that should stimulate such abundant liberality is none other than 
the Head of the Church,  
 

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. (2 Cor. 8:9) 
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Now, none was richer than Christ and none became poorer. None was more glorified in 
heaven than Christ and none endured a greater humiliation. Even if the wealthiest man 
on the planet was to give all his wealth away and then live in abject poverty in slums 
helping others, this would not even come close to a comparison to what Christ did. Now 
every believer is called to walk in the footsteps of Christ. As JC Ryle put it, “A giving 
Saviour ought to have giving disciples.”  
 Now, the apostle Paul lived this life for the sake of others. This man never 
preached what he did not practice. He gives a summary of this in 2 Corinthians 6:10, “As 
sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all 
things.” We get an insight into how this worked in practice at Ephesus, 
 

I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that 
these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me. I 
have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive. (Acts 20:33-35) 

 
Paul used the words and example of Jesus Christ to motivate and guide his life of self-
denial. When a person has the love of Christ flowing through them they cannot but give 
to others. Mary Slessor (1848 - 1915) was a late nineteenth century missionary to Africa. 
She once observed, “you can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” 
 
GIVING AS WORSHIP 
 
In Romans 15:27 the apostle writes, “For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their 
spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things.” This word, “minister” is 
the same Greek word that is used in v16. It has the idea of the sacrificial service of the 
OT priests. When you give “carnal things” or material things to others in need in the body 
of Christ, we are really worshipping God with your gift. This is especially so when a 
person or organization has been a spiritual benefit to you (cf. Gal. 6:6).  
 Paul gives another metaphorical picture of giving as like OT worship in another of 
his epistles. He describes a love gift sent to him by the Philippian believers as, “an odour of 
a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God” (Philp. 4:18b). In this passage, Paul then 
points out that God will bless those who have done this, “But my God shall supply all your 
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philp. 4:19). 
 Too many don’t trust God on this. They look at the Lord and try to barter, “you 
go first and bless me and then I will give.” But the truth is that God did go first in giving 
the ultimate Gift – Jesus Christ. Remember, God watches carefully your giving and takes 
note of it. Steve Cole gives an interesting story of how one preacher taught this to his 
congregation,  
 

Years ago, the well-known preacher, John Broadus wanted to impress on his 
congregation the fact that Jesus knows what we give. So one Sunday he came 
down off the platform and walked beside an usher as the offering was taken. The 
pastor went up every aisle and watched as each person either gave or passed the 
plate by. Some were angry; others were confused or ashamed. All were surprised. 
He went back to the pulpit and began his sermon on this story. He concluded, “My 
people, if you take it to heart that I have seen your offerings this day and know just 
what sacrifice you have made—and what sacrifice you have not made—remember 
that your Savior goes up the aisles with every usher and sees every cent contributed 
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by His people” 
 
 God will bless them who trust Him on this. Giving is one of the few areas that 
God calls us to test Him on. The Lord spoke on tithing, “Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). Christ promised in the NT, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again” (Luke 6:38 cf. Prov. 
19:17).  
 This giving to us by God may be in many different ways. We think often that 
giving must always be expressed in material things. Now, God could bless you materially 
for your giving. But He could bless you by the joy of the Lord in you soul, by salvation in 
your family, by using your testimony to reach others, by blessing you in the workplace or 
the school etc.  
 A beautiful illustration of this sacrificial giving to others is Boaz in the OT. From 
the moment he met Ruth in his field he sought to unconditionally be a blessing to her. 
He promised her freedom to glean, ensured she got enough and was protected, and even 
took care of her daily nourishment needs from his own pocket. God truly honoured and 
blessed that man. He received the blessing of God in the form of a wonderful wife and 
the greatest blessing was that he had the honour of being in the lineage of King David 
and then the Messiah. 
 When John Wesley first began his ministry in 1731 he limited his expenses to 
around 30 pounds a year so he could give more to the work of God. So careful was he 
that by the end of his life his annual income from book and hymnal royalties amounted 
to 1,400 pounds in a year, yet Wesley lived on 30 pounds a year still. The rest he gave to 
the Lord’s work.  

The Government’s Tax officers could not believe that he lived on so little and 
launched a tax investigation. They suspected he was hoarding his wealth in the form of 
silver dishes. Wesley declared to their surprise, 
 

I have two silver spoons at London and two at Bristol. This is all the plate I have 
at present, and I shall not buy any more while so many round me want bread. 
 

At his death in 1791, Wesley left just a few pounds in his will for his funeral expenses. 
The 30,000 pounds that had come through his hands during his lifetime, he had given 
away to further the work of God. He live up to what the Saviour exhorted, “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) Wesley constantly urged his people, “make 
all you can, save all you can, give all you can.” God blessed his sacrificial giving as he left 
behind a transformed British Isles, 541 preachers, 135,000 members, and countless 
converts. 
 

 (2)  MINISTRY OF PRAYER (v30-33) 
 
Paul ends this chapter by touching on another vital ministry – the ministry of prayer. 
These two ministries of giving and prayer are the two that we fail most in; especially 
prayer. The prayer meeting is fundamental to the life of a church. Sadly, it is usually the 
lowest attended meeting in any local church. Our church is no exception. Ironically, the 
NT church began from a mighty prayer meeting.  
 Attendance at the place of corporate and private prayer says a great deal about a 
person’s spiritual health. The devil gives all kinds of excuses for people to avoid prayer. 
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Daniel was an incredibly busy man. He was the second most powerful ruler in the 
Persian Empire, yet 3 times a day he set aside his work to pray. Sadly, few professing 
Christians today who claim to know God are interested in communing with Him. In 
essence, they seem to have no real faith in the power and glory of prayer. 
 Paul does not shy away from the struggle of the flesh to resist prayer. He accepts 
that his readers have to “strive together with me in your prayers.” This word “strive” is an 
athletic metaphor meaning to struggle or to fight together. Sometimes it is translated  
“wrestling together.” He is conveying the idea that we must strive with the whole man in 
fervent prayer. Real prayer is not entertainment but an agony of soul. You have to fight 
against the world, flesh and the devil in order to pray. Satan especially fears a Christian 
who prays effectual prayers (cf. James 5:16). 
 Paul then pleads for personal prayer, “Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for 
me” (v30). He seeks to motivate them to pray not out of mere duty but, “for the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, and for the love of the Spirit.” The request for personal prayer is characteristic of 
many of Paul’s writings (cf. 1 Thess. 5:25; 2 Thess. 3:1; Heb. 13:18). This is because he 
knew he was weak and recognized that he needed God’s power. That realisation of God-
dependence is why his legacy has lasted for two thousand years. We need to be 
constantly praying for one another in this church, especially the leaders. There are no 
strong Christians here – just a strong God.  
 Paul not only asks for personal prayer but he requests it for a purpose. Clearly, he 
was a man who believed in the power of prayer to open doors and move the hearts of 
even unbelievers. It should be noted that he suggests no Plan B. Prayer was the only 
thing he knew that works. The apostle candidly gives 4 reasons for prayer: 
 
(i) DELIVERANCE – Paul firstly asks that they pray for deliverance, “That I may be 
delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea” (v31a). He knew that there was a real threat 
against his life in Jerusalem. The Spirit prophesied that trouble awaited him there (cf. 
Acts 20:23; 2 Thess. 2:15-16). Subsequent events proved the reality of this, as his 
presence provoked a riot in Acts 21. This makes us appreciate more the heart of this man 
in wanting to go there to relieve the needs of his fellow Jewish believers.  
 
(ii) UNITY – Paul then requests that they pray his visit to Jerusalem will be well received 
by the brethren there, “that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints” 
(v31b). He knew that there was suspicion of him there for his outreach to the Gentile 
people. Indeed, when Paul later went to Jerusalem, the leaders there brought up rumours 
that were flying around about him when he went there (Acts 21:21). 
 
(iii) JOURNEYING MERCIES – Paul was planning to embark on another long and 
dangerous journey on his way to Rome. So he asks for prayer for this arduous trip, “That 
I may come unto you with joy by the will of God” (v32a). We must advance in the work of God 
by prayer.  Hudson Taylor once advised two missionaries going to a volatile part of 
China, “Go forward on your knees.” 
 
(iv) SWEET FELLOWSHIP – The final request Paul had was that when he eventually 
arrived in Rome that he would have a blessed fellowship with them, “and may with you be 
refreshed” (v32b). The apostle knew that there were Judaizers going around the churches 
slandering and harassing him and he did not want this to happen in Rome.  
 
It is interesting to note that God answered all of these prayer requests. Prayer always 
works! Paul was delivered from death from those trying to kill him at Jerusalem. The 



	   7	  

church there accepted his love gift. Eventually we learn in Acts 28 that God brought him 
safely to Rome and that the saints of Rome welcomed him. 
 Although God answered Paul’s four prayer requests, He did not answer them the 
way Paul anticipated. Nor did He answer them at the same moment in time. There were 
a number of years between each of the answers. Believers must always expect the 
unexpected with God. In the case of Paul we can see these answers: 
 
(i) Paul was delivered from the Jews in Rome but only after he had to endure a riot. He 
was then imprisoned as a consequence for a number of years.  
 
(ii) Paul was received by the church in Acts 21 but still had to answer untruthful 
allegations made against him. He also had to shave his head and take a vow to 
demonstrate that he had not forsaken his Jewish heritage. 
 
(iii) Paul did make it to Rome safely but not via a long missionary journey. He went there 
through imprisonments and shipwrecks. It was anything but a smooth journey.  
 
(iv) Paul was received by the saints at Rome, but not as a travelling apostle but a prisoner 
under appeal to the Emperor. These believers did not first meet him in the city but God 
moved on their hearts to journey 40 miles out of the city to receive the beloved apostle. 
This refreshment was grace from the Lord, as we read it lifted Paul’s heart, “And from 
thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three 
taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage” (Acts 28:15). What a testimony 
of love this must have been to the other prisoners and the cynical Roman guards.  
 
Remember, as you pray for various needs that a sovereign God knows best how to 
answer our prayers. Sometimes our considered plans are changed completely by events 
we could not have foreseen. God knows what He is doing; even if He does not share it 
with us. We need to walk by faith like Job and simply confess, “But He knoweth the way that 
I take: when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10). 
 Let me suggest a number of reasons why God answered Paul’s prayer requests this 
way: 
 
(i) This allowed Paul to encourage us as an example of suffering well. 
(ii) This allowed Paul to write the prison epistles, which would guide the church for most 
of the last 2,000 years. 
(iii) This encouraged others to rise up and preach the gospel (cf. Philp. 1:14) 
(iv) This allowed Paul to reach many with the gospel that he would not likely have been 
able to if he was free such as Agrippa, Festus, Felix etc. It may explain how Caesar’s 
household hear the gospel (cf. Philp. 4:23) 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Paul concludes his remarks with a prayer of benediction, “Now the God of peace be with you 
all. Amen” (v33). Paul may not always be with them, but the Lord always was. That was 
all they ultimately needed. Although Paul does not know the future, he can leave them 
safely in the Lord’s hands.  
 The call of Paul in this section resonates in our hearts today. We are called to be 
fully involved in the ministry of giving and praying. How involved are you? Do you value 
intercessory prayers as the apostle Paul? This same kind of praying is needed today! If we 
will pray like this, you will see God work in ways you have never imagined. Start your 
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ministry of giving with fully and promptly paying your tithes. Then make the prayer 
meeting a fixed date in your diary. May God help us all to live like this.  
 
 
 
 

 
  
 


