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There was a church in America that placed a very appropriate sign over the front door of 
the church. The sign read: “Servant’s Entrance.” This sums up the purpose of every 
believer, as we are called to a life of service. The Head of the Church called us to a life of 
self-denial and service to others modeled on His own life (Mark 10:35-45). 
 Now, if there is one word that sums up the prevailing attitude of the world around 
us, it is this word “selfish” or “self.” The world boasts in its maxims of “the survival of 
the fittest” exalting the strong taking advantage of the weak or indifferent to the weak. 
This is the selfish spirit of Cain in Genesis 4 when he argued with God, “Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9). 
 Christians are not people who merely have a different set of beliefs from the 
prevailing culture. We are a people who also have a different way of life because we have 
a transformed mind and heart. The way we live overturns the principle of selfishness and 
is centred on other’s needs. The gospel requires the strong to surrender his rights in 
order to encourage and bless the weak in the church. Paul tells the Philippians that he 
sent Timothy there because he had this heart, 
 

But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may 
be of good comfort, when I know your state. For I have no man likeminded, who 
will naturally care for your state. For all seek their own, not the things which are 
Jesus Christ’s (Philippians 2:19-21) 

 
OVERVIEW 
 
In Romans chapter 15, Paul continues his theme from chapter 14, showing the stronger 
brother’s responsibility toward the weaker brother. However, in 15:1-14 there is a more 
positive emphasis on what the stronger brother should be doing.  
 Paul sets forth in v1-2 a general principle that should govern the stronger brother’s 
conduct. Then the apostle points to the ultimate example of Christ in v3-14 to illustrate 
and motivate us to act like the Master to our weaker brethren. This section represent 
Paul’s formal conclusion to the major doctrinal argument of the entire Epistle to the 
Romans. The remainder of the epistle will be more of a personal postscript.  
 

(1) THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE (v1-2) 

Paul begins chapter fifteen by giving another summary principle here of what the 
Christian life should be, “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not 
to please ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.” The apostle is 
calling here for a denial of self – a crucifixion of self by every believer.  
 Self is one of the greatest enemies in the life of a believer and in the life of a 
church. Humility and self-denial is a bitter pill for us all to swallow. Great trouble and 
division has been caused by the advancement of self. In the third epistle of John we have 
a vivid portrayal of this. Here is a church torn apart because of the ego of one man. 
There was a man there called Diotrephes who was consumed by self. We are told, 
 

I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence 
among them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds 
which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content 
therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that 
would, and casteth them out of the church. (3 John 9-10) 

 
 Diotrephes spoke against faithful brethren and went as far as to force them out of 
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the assembly. This is he did under false pretenses because of the desire to exalt self.  A 
lady once came to Jesus Christ in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper. She took a 
costly alabaster box of perfume and anointed His body for His burial. The Lord paid her 
this wonderful tribute, “She hath done what she could.” (Mark 14:8) This would be a 
wonderful epitaph to inscribe on your gravestone. By contrast, the statement concerning 
Diotrephes would be an awful inscription “loveth to have the preeminence among them.”  
 Instead of exalting self like Diotrephes, the apostle Paul declares, “We then that are 
strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.” Paul includes himself 
among the strong. The word “ought” here has the idea of a moral duty owed.  

Now, there is a wonderful balance here in the words of Paul. It is not that we are 
here simply please others by compromising the truths of Scripture. Remember, it was the 
apostle Paul who declared, “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if 
I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ” (Gal. 1:10; cf. 1 Thess. 2:4). Rather, we 
are to please or serve our brethren, “for his good to edification.” What is good for our 
brother is only what God defines is “good” in Scripture. This may not be what our weaker 
brother feels or believes is good.  

 
(2) CHRIST’S EXAMPLE - SACRIFICE (v3-6) 

 
The apostle Paul does not give some sentimental story to try and reinforce the principle 
he has set forth in v1-2. Instead, he points to the greatest possible example to his readers 
to back up the principle – Jesus Christ. This provides for us the perfect example and 
motivation for fulfilling the preceding exhortation. Paul points out that our Saviour lived 
a life for others, “For even Christ pleased not Himself.” The march from the splendours of 
heaven down to that manger in Bethlehem, and then on to the agonies of the Cross was 
not an exaltation of self.  
 Paul backs this up that Christ did this willingly and with meekness by a quotation 
drawn from the messianic Psalm 69:9, “but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that 
reproached Thee fell on Me.” The world hates God. Jesus Christ willingly went to go and bear 
the blasphemies, scorn, and hatred of the world against His Father. In another epistle, 
Paul gave a classic unfolding of the servant hood of Christ, 
 

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a 
man, He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which 
is above every name (Philippians 2:3-9). 
 

 We must also note the patience of Christ with His disciples. They often 
misunderstood Him, disobeyed Him, doubted Him, and even denied Him but what 
longsuffering He exhibited. The Master bore with them and gently led them to maturity. 
What men they turned out to be in the book of Acts. The change in Peter in Acts 2 is 
incredible. The change in him in 2 Peter where he reflects the loving, longsuffering 
pastor is just as amazing.  
 So what Paul is calling us to do is to live like Christ by living for others. His whole 
life on earth was occupied in ministry to others. As He suffered such reproach and 
sacrifice on our behalf so we should be willing to accept reproaches and sacrifice for His 
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sake. When we seek to please men, we must do so as our Lord did. Then we will be 
serving our brethren, “for his good to edification” (v3). Yes, there are freedoms granted to us 
in certain areas, but they are not for us to selfishly please ourselves. All too often, we take 
the easier road of undermining one another instead of the harder road of building each 
other up. 
 
OT VALUE 
 
In v4 the apostle adds a parenthetical thought, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” 
Having demonstrated the value of the OT Scriptures in v3, he gives some further 
thoughts about its value. He makes clear that the OT is neither irrelevant nor is it to be 
used to entertain nor for merely historical interest. The OT is not just a  good 
commentary on the NT but it is the  commentary on the NT. 
 That is why preachers should primarily seek to draw their illustrations from the 
OT when possible. Such illustrations are inspired and come therefore with the power of 
the Spirit of God.  As we contemplate the lives of the OT saints what comfort and hope 
they inject into our souls. Read about Abraham, Joseph, and Moses. These men did not 
live for self! Who has not been uplifted, rebuked, instructed by the courage and faith of 
Joseph in his adversity and Daniel in the lion’s den? Who has not been blessed at the 
selflessness of Jonathan in wanting to give up his claim to the throne for David when he 
perceived it was God’s will for his beloved friend to be king? All of the OT Scripture is 
profitable in our lives, as “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). 
 By sharp contrast, you will not find real hope in this world. J. Vernon McGee 
points out,  
 

You won’t find any hope in the daily newspaper. You won’t find any hope in 
modern literature. Look at any field and see if you can find any hope. There is 
none whatsoever. It is dark and dismal when you look out at this world today. 
My friend, the only place you can find real hope is in the Word of God. 

 
Winston Churchill was the inspirational British Prime Minister in the Second World War. 
His words inspired a generation to resist the power of Hitler. However, his last words 
were reported, “there is no hope.” Such a remark is the honest view of life from the 
perspective of the unsaved. That is because he has no anchor for his life in something 
eternal.  

But it is not the view of the believer, who can say with the OT saints like Job, 
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him: but I will maintain mine own ways before Him” (Job 
13:15) and who boldly declared, “For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth” (Job 19:25). God has not left His children without comfort and 
hope. It is tragic that so many Christians fall into depression and hopelessness in their 
lives by not meditating on the source of hope – the examples and promises of Scripture. 
They will go to everything and everyone instead of what God has provided.  
 
The apostle ends his argument in this sub-section in v5-6 not in a shout of triumph 
because he has won an argument, but with a prayer, “Now the God of patience and consolation 
grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with one mind 
and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 It is interesting to note that when we live like Christ for others and not self, this 
will bring unity and this unity will bring glory to God. Bringing glory to God is not 
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reserved to leading souls to Christ or going to the mission field. Just living for others and 
promoting unity in the church will do it. The supreme purpose of Christian unity is not 
to please other believers or ourselves but to please the Lord. It is the spirit of John the 
Baptist who cried, “He must increase; but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 
 The world has certain categories of persons that they regard as insignificant and 
to be taken advantage of. But the church has a different approach. We are called to 
exhibit a unity in diversity. We may be from different races, cultures, languages, 
educational backgrounds, talents, but we are one family in Christ. We must be like a 
choir with differing parts such as alto, bass, tenor, soprano but producing a beautiful 
harmonious sound of the one message as one choir conductor leads them.  
 This is not easy for any of us. Suppression of self is not natural to us. It is 
especially difficult for Singaporeans as we are so pampered and have so many rights. But 
we must live for others like the Master. He lived for others again and again and again. 
Just think that if Christ had not given up His infinitely greater rights and paid an 
infinitely greater sacrifice, we would all be lost in hell forever.  
 It is true that there are awkward customers in the church. People who cannot get 
along with themselves let alone with others! But we are called to bear with them in love 
and patience. The world will not do this, but we walk to a different beat. The great 
picture of this in the NT is Barnabas. His name means “son of consolation” or “son of 
encouragement.” It was conferred on him because of his character. This man brought 
Saul of Tarsus into the church when no one else would receive him,  
 

And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the 
disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 
But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them 
how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how 
he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. (Acts 9:26-27) 

 
The Greek here indicates that Saul tried unsuccessfully on a number of occasions to join. 
Then Barnabas came forward and testified of the grace of God in Saul. That is what 
opened the door of the church to who would be the greatest of all the apostolic band. 
 Later in Acts 11 when there was suspicion over a group of Gentile converts, the 
church deliberately picked out Barnabas to go down to Antioch. 
 

Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in 
Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 
Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted 
them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. For he was 
a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added 
unto the Lord. (Acts 11:22-24) 

 
Now, we are not told that he was a great preacher or theologian like Paul or Apollos but 
we are told he was, “a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.” When he arrived in 
Antioch his first reaction was to rejoice in souls being saved, “when he came, and had seen the 
grace of God, was glad” and then immediately to encourage them to walk close with the 
Lord, “and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.” Having a 
man of that character there, carried the immediate blessing of the Lord, “and much people 
was added unto the Lord.”  

Many are too quick to criticize Barnabas for the division with Paul over John 
Mark, but we need to bear in mind that Barnabas clearly had a blessed effect on John 
Mark. Paul testified at the end of his life to Timothy of the change in John Mark, “Take 
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Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry” (2 Timothy 4:11). The 
Gospel according to Mark was thought to have been written by the same John Mark that 
was mentored by Barnabas.  
 

(3) CHRIST’S EXAMPLE - ACCEPTANCE (v7-14) 
 
Paul then presents another part of the life and work of Christ as an example to us, 
“Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.” In Romans 14:3 he 
pointed out that Christ has received the weaker brethren whereas here in chapter 14 he 
gives the additional insight that, “Christ also received us to the glory of God.” This is not 
because there is any good in us, but “to the glory of God.”  

So, we are called to include in our fellowship all those who Christ has received. It 
doesn’t matter how weak or insignificant they are in the world’s eyes. All believers are 
called to accept one another in love and understanding. In v8-12 the apostle breaks this 
down between Jews and Gentiles. He wonderfully and wisely does this to show the 
interdependency and unity of both groups within the eternal plan of God.  

In v8 he shows that Jesus Christ became a “minister of the circumcision.” The word, 
“minister” is the Greek word diakonos, which carries the idea of a servant. Often it refers 
to a menial or mundane activities such as waiting on tables or caring for household 
needs. So Christ became the humble servant to the Jews to fulfill the OT covenantal 
promises, “to confirm the promises made unto the fathers.”  
 Then in v9-12 Paul shows by 4 quotations from the OT that Christ’s serving the 
Jews opened the door of salvation to the Gentiles. These quotations are not random but 
deliberately selected from the 3 great divisions of the Hebrew Bible and from the 
writings of 3 of the most revered men in Judaism – Moses, David, and Isaiah. It proves 
that the OT Scripture unfolded God’s great purpose in saving the Gentiles. The 
Scripture repeatedly emphasise this purpose and consequent unity of these two groups 
for the glory of God. So this unity Paul is calling for is not something personal to him as 
the apostle to the Gentiles.  
 The first quotation of v9, “And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is 
written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name” is from 2 
Samuel 22:50 and Psalm 18:49. It is a quotation where David the greatest Jewish king is 
looking forward to praising God among the Gentiles. The next quotation from v10 is a 
command by Moses for the Gentiles in Deuteronomy 32:43 to praise the Lord among 
the Jews, “Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with His people.” 
 In v11 the Gentiles are commanded to praise the Lord themselves by the 
Psalmist in Psalm 117:1, “Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people.” The final 
quotation in v12 is from Isaiah 11:10 where Isaiah points to the fact that there is coming 
a day when the Gentiles will be ruled by the Messiah and they will trust in Him, “And 
again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and He that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in 
Him shall the Gentiles trust.” It is worth noting that Paul reiterates that salvation for both 
Jews and Gentiles is by Christ alone, “in Him shall the Gentiles trust.” 
 There is a wonderful progression here in these quotations. In v9 the Jews glorify 
God among the Gentiles, in v10 the Gentiles rejoice with the Jews, in v11 the Jews and 
Gentiles together praise God, and in v12 the Messiah is pictured reigning over Jews and 
Gentiles. By this clever selection of appropriate OT quotations, the apostle has 
demonstrated to his Jewish readers that God always purposed to save the Gentiles. But 
at the same time he shows to his Gentile readers how dependant they are on the Jews for 
the blessings of salvation. So all readers can conclude they are all united in Christ in the 
purpose and plan of God. Hence all should receive one another as such. 
 It is true that many Jewish believers in Rome could trace their lineage back 50 
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generations and point to over a 1,000 years of unbroken history to the Patriarchs. But 
they were still united by salvation in Christ to the pagan Gentile slave who was just 
recently saved from a life of immorality and idolatry. Likewise we have people here who 
have been Presbyterians for generations, whereas others are the only believer in their 
whole family circle. Some have been believers for 40 or 50 years, whereas others have 
been believers for just a few months. But all of us are in one family.  

We are called to accept and receive one another as such, to serve one another, 
deny self, and encourage one another. You may wonder how can a new convert 
strengthen more mature believers? Every Christian has had some experience of God’s 
grace; even if they have been saved just a few hours. They can edify others by recounting 
this, by praying for others, by serving others, and even attending church etc.  
 In v13 the apostle Paul ends with a magnificent benediction, “Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost.” That is what Paul lived for. He is not simply seeking to win an argument, but a 
person. This was a great church in Rome (cf. Rom. 1:8), but we know from Romans 14 
that there were already troublemakers there. Yet, Paul always thought the highest of 
other believers, “And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another” (v14).  
 How do they get this life described in v1-12? Paul gives the answer – by, “the 
power of the Holy Ghost.” That is the only way to empower such a life. Under the control of 
the Spirit of God. That will produce true joy, peace, and hope.   
 

CONCLUSION 
 
So, before the stronger brother exercises his liberties in Christ his responsibilities 
towards his weaker brother are: 
 
(a) To not despise the weak believer (Rom. 14:2) 
(b) To receive the weak believer, as God has (Rom. 14:3) 
(c) To not put a stumbling block in his way (Rom. 14:13)   
(d) To walk according to love (Rom. 14:15)   
(e) To not grieve or destroy the faith of the weak believer (Rom. 14:15)   
(f) To pursue peace in the body of Christ (Rom. 14:19)   
(g) To edify the weaker brother (Rom. 14:19)   
(h) To not flaunt our liberty before our weak brother (Rom. 14:22)   
(i) To bear patiently his weaknesses nor to please self (Rom. 15:1) 
 
It would be wonderful if our churches and our homes were full of people who lived for 
each other. Let us leave this passage with the same words of praise to God with the 
Jewish and Gentile believers of every age. Let us purpose to strive for the unity of the 
body of Christ in our assembly for the glory of God.  
 The unsaved person here needs also to think through his or her life. He or she 
cannot sing with the Jews and the Gentiles choirs in heaven until the blood of the Lamb 
redeems them. For this is the song they sing in glory,  
 

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open 
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto 
our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. (Revelation 5:9-10) 
 

But note the only way for this redemption is as v12 says, “in Him.” Jesus Christ is the 
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Saviour of Jewish sinners and Gentile sinners. All can be saved through Him. Sinner – 
flee to Him for cleansing today.  
 
 

 
  
 


