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“STANDING FOR GOD’S GLORY” – A Study of the Life of Daniel 

(Daniel 2:14-25) 

Things look particularly bleak for Daniel and his three friends.  The capital decree has 
gone out from the impetuous king and they are just moments away from a cruel and humiliating 
death.  At times like this when everything looks beyond human help, God delights to step in.  
That is why we should be careful not to judge God’s purposes by merely our outward 
circumstances.  The Puritan, Thomas Watson once wrote, “God is to be trusted when His 
providences seem to run contrary to His promises.”  God has orchestrated all these events for 
His glory.  Gleason Archer notes, 

The stage was now set to show the reality, wisdom, and power of the one true God – 
Yahweh - as over against the inarticulate and impotent imaginary gods the magicians 
worshiped.  It is the same general theme that dominates the remainder of the book and 
serves to remind the Hebrew nation that despite their own failure, collapse, and 
banishment into exile, the God of Israel remains as omnipotent as He ever was in the 
days of Moses and that His covenantal love remains as steadfast toward the seed of 
Abraham as it ever had been. 

God had already prepared the heart of Daniel by testing his faith in chapter one.  
Doubtless, spiritually strengthened by this incident, Daniel is now ready for the next crisis.  Many 
people can look impressive in times of prosperity.  It is only when the storms of life hit that we 
see just how frail they are.  But Daniel is God’s man and the crisis will just be another 
opportunity for him to witness how great his God is.  Everyone else has lost control, but not the 
man whose heart is centred on God.  He knows his destiny rested in God’s sovereign will.  A 
man standing on the unshakeable rock of God’s word cannot be moved.  Centuries later another 
man of granite declared, “And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that shall befall me there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. But none o f  these  things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God.” (Acts 20:22-24) 

 

Then Danie l  answered  wi th  counse l  and wisdom to  Arioch the  capta in  o f  the  king ’ s  guard ,  whi ch was gone  

for th  to  s lay  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon :  He answered  and sa id  to  Arioch the  king ’ s  capta in ,  Why i s  the  de cr e e  

so  has ty  f rom the  king? Then Arioch made the  th ing  known to  Danie l .  Then Danie l  went  in ,  and des i r ed  o f  

the  king  that  he  would  g ive  h im t ime ,  and that  he  would  shew the  king  the  in t erpre ta t ion .  (v14-16) 

Daniel could not afford to be passive here as the clock was ticking on his life.  Trusting 
God does not mean we neglect to exercise our responsibility to seek to ascertain the facts.  
Throughout his life he acts with dignity and decorum.  Here Daniel’s discretion once again 
exhibits his God-given wisdom and maturity.  We tend to forget that this is still just a young 
teenager.  Deffinbaugh makes an interesting observation, 

Daniel did not seek prominence.  He did not set his sights on spiritual leadership.  He 
sought to be faithful to his God and to his calling.  It was only when he was put 
“between a rock and a hard place” that he stepped forward.  It is often in the crisis 
situations of life that leaders emerge.  So it was with Daniel.  He was, in a sense, forced 
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to lead.  Had he not acted as he did (humanly speaking), he and his three friends would 
have died.  Daniel’s leadership came about when he acted out of necessity and out of 
faith, in a way that set him apart from the rest.  This seems to be the way most of the 
leaders in the Bible were set apart.  

Daniel doesn’t panic or lash out at the man sent to take away his life.  Executioners are not 
known for their patience or sympathy, especially for junior foreign officials.  But as Daniel 
maintains his testimony, God intervenes and helps him as, “Then Arioch made the thing known to 
Daniel.” (v15)  Clearly, God had worked on Arioch’s heart to respect Daniel and grant him 
favour (cf. Daniel 1:9; Genesis 39:21-23).  Not only that, but providence opened the door for an 
audience with the enraged king.  It was no insignificant event to be granted an audience with an 
oriental king (cf. Esther 4:11). 

Daniel now has to handle the volatile and recently enraged monarch.  Again, we must 
marvel at the composure and faith of one so young.  He seems in complete control throughout 
such a traumatic crisis.  When you fear God’s face, you have no fear of any earthly monarch 
(Proverbs 29:25).  This young man marched to a different drumbeat from others.  Daniel does 
not plead for his life or murmur about the injustice of Nebuchadnezzar’s decree.  Nor does he 
make demands but simply, “desired of the king that he would give him time.” (v16) 

Enlightened now as to the problem, Daniel knows that there is a solution.  Daniel is not 
self-confident, but God-confident.  Unlike the “wise men” he knows the One who has all the 
answers.  He was so convinced in the power of God that he knew that with time to pray, “that he 
would shew the king the interpretation.” (v16)  It would have been most unusual if Daniel had not 
have recognized the parallel with his circumstances and that of Joseph.  Although Daniel would 
have known how God revealed the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams to Joseph, there was no 
biblical precedent for being able to describe an unrevealed dream as well as interpret it at the 
same time.  This confidence had to be by faith alone.  

Unlike the “wise men” of Babylon, this man knew the God who could reveal dreams and 
their interpretation.  They worshipped the stars but Daniel worshipped the One who reigned 
from the heavens over all of the stars.  When you fear God more than any man, then God can 
use you.  This young man lived up to his later words, “the people that do know their God shall be 
strong, and do exploits.” (Daniel 11:32b).  Knowing God and His power allows you to be confident 
in any crisis.  Indeed, why seek God if you don’t have confidence in Him?  MacArthur points 
out, “If you can’t stay composed in a crisis, you’re never really going to have an effective long-
range ministry because ministry is all about meeting one crisis after another.” 

 

Then Danie l  went  to  h i s  house ,  and made the  th ing  known to  Hananiah,  Mishae l ,  and Azariah ,  h i s  

companions :  That  they  would des i r e  merc i e s  o f  the  God o f  heaven concern ing  th i s  s e c r e t ;  that  Danie l  and h is  

f e l l ows shou ld  not  per i sh  wi th  the  r e s t  o f  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon .  (v17-18) 

Evidently the king acceded to this request as Daniel is released to go to his own house.  
Again providence, works on the heart of the king as Daniel steps out in confident faith.  He 
knew it was no more difficult for God to reveal the dream and interpretation to him than to 
merely provide the interpretation.  The time that Nebuchadnezzar refused to grant to the others, 
he now grants to Daniel. 
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Praying friends is a wonderful blessing.  It shows the benefit in having godly friends in a 
crisis.  Now, Daniel and his three companions do not trust in their natural abilities or even 
Daniel’s past experiences with the spiritual gifts bestowed on him in relation to dreams (1:17).  
They do not presume upon these gifts but they knew that only the “mercies of the God of heaven” 
could save them.  There would be no mercy with Nebuchadnezzar until they found mercy first 
with God.  This immediate intercession was undoubtedly the secret of their personal holiness 
and their public achievements. 

Strauss observes, “In prayer meetings such as this, history has been made.”  Like Hezekiah 
did when he received the intimidating letter of the King of Assyria years before, they simply 
placed the matter before the Lord.  These young men set a great example as to what to do first in 
a crisis – do not panic but pray!  All too often we will try every avenue before prayer.  We argue 
that we believe God has all power and wisdom, but then refuse to trust in Him.  Our creed and 
our conduct must be consistent.  MacArthur is right to observe, 

God’s very special servants are people of prayer, greatly dependent on Him.  Now 
Daniel could’ve said, “With my character, I’m righteous.  I have nothing to fear.”  Why 
I have the gift of dreams and visions. Why I have a past record of great successes.  Why 
I feel confident and able to do this whole deal.  I’ll just go in there and then do it….. I 
don’t care what your gifts are, I don’t care what your record of success is, I don’t care 
how highly you evaluate your competence.  Anybody who goes into any kind of a crisis 
ministry knows full well that you go in first of all on your knees or you’re the biggest 
fool of all.  He didn’t expect to receive what he needed without prayer. 

This would be quite a prayer meeting, as they would be living on borrowed time.  God 
delights in hearing the cries of His children.  He thus encouraged Jeremiah, “Call unto me, and I 
will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not” (Jeremiah 33:3).  The 
psalmist has a similar promise, “And call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify Me” (Psalm 50:15). 

 

Then was the  s e c r e t  r evea l ed  unto  Danie l  in  a  n ight  v i s ion .  Then Danie l  b l e s s ed  the  God o f  heaven .  Danie l  

answered  and sa id ,  Bles s ed  be  the  name o f  God for  ever  and ever :  fo r  wi sdom and might  are  His :  And He 

change th  the  t imes  and the  s easons :  He remove th  kings ,  and se t t e th  up kings :  He g ive th  wisdom unto  the  wise ,  

and knowledge  to  them that  know unders tanding :  He revea l e th  the  deep  and se c r e t  th ings :  He knoweth what  

i s  in  the  darkness ,  and the  l i gh t  dwe l l e th  wi th  Him. I  thank Thee ,  and pra i s e  Thee ,  O thou God o f  my 

fa thers ,  who has t  g iv en  me wisdom and might ,  and has t  made known unto  me now what  we des i r ed  o f  Thee :  

fo r  Thou has t  now made known unto  us  the  king ’ s  mat t er .  (v19-23) 

The “Then” here is the consequences of seeking God in prayer.  The chronological order is 
not without significance.  God says we are to, “call upon Me in the day of trouble” and then He 
promises, “I will deliver thee” (Psalm 50:15).  Unsurprisingly, Daniel’s faith is rewarded, as “the 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).  Daniel was certainly a righteous 
man (cf. Ezekiel 14:14).  God is always greater than your greatest problem.  A.W. Tozer points 
out, 

Whatever God can do faith can do, and whatever faith can do prayer can do when it is 
offered in faith.  An invitation to prayer is, therefore, an invitation to omnipotence, for 
prayer engages the Omnipotent God and brings Him into our human affairs.  Nothing 
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is impossible to the man who prays in faith, just as nothing is impossible with God.  
This generation has yet to prove all that prayer can do for believing men and women. 

The next “Then” is also significant.  Rather than be filled with pride or run hastily to 
Nebuchadnezzar to demonstrate his prophetic powers we read, “Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven.” (v19)  God’s amazing answer leads Daniel to respond with a hymn or doxology of praise.  
Daniel’s understanding of the dream is tied into his understanding of God’s sovereignty, wisdom 
and power.  It shows the depth of his theological understanding.  The number of times he refers 
to God’s work is amazing.  Including the proper nouns and pronouns he will refer to God at 
least 13 times.  The focus is not on Daniel, but on God.  It is a timeless model on how to 
respond to such an answer to prayer. 

Daniel recognised that God had answered specifically their prayer, “hast made known unto me 
now what we desired of Thee: for Thou hast now made known unto us the king’s matter.” (v23)  These young 
men had laid hold of God in prayer and got the answer.  All too often we forget to thank and 
praise God for His mercy to us (cf. Luke 17:12-19).  Interestingly, this incident shows that the 
sovereignty of God does not preclude prayer, but rather includes it.  Daniel is the written 
personal testimony of God’s sovereign works in a man’s life. 

We get an insight by these words into the heart of this godly young man.  Daniel knew that 
his recently acquired knowledge was not due to anything in him, “O thou God of my fathers, who hast 
given me wisdom and might.” (v23)  Despite his incredible natural talents and abilities, he claims no 
credit for himself.  All glory goes to God.  Daniel was also cognisant that there was nothing wise 
about the “wise men” of Babylon, “for wisdom and might are His.” (v20)  We get another insight 
here into the fact that Daniel could see that God was sovereign in this world and not 
Nebuchadnezzar, “He removeth kings, and setteth up kings.” (v21)  He praises God that God is in 
control of history.  

This Is  My Father ’s  World  

Oh, le t  me ne ’er  forget  

That though the wrong seems o f t  so s trong,  

God is  the Ruler  ye t .  

The application is obvious for us today.  If God has all wisdom and power to govern the 
universe sovereignly in Daniel’s day, does He not still do so today?  The terms “chance”, “fate” 
or “coincidence” are not part of a Christian’s vocabulary.  Human history is still under His 
control, “The LORD hath prepared His throne in the heavens; and His kingdom ruleth over all” (Psalm 
103:19).  It is God who stands as the silent director behind the scenes and controls the scenes 
He is behind!  

We like to rule our own lives.  Constantly we chafe against the truth that God is the One 
in control.  The only way to be truly wise is not to follow the empty wisdom of Babylon, but the 
wisdom of Daniel and bow our heads before God’s sovereign will.  It will make all the difference 
in the world to our lives the quicker we learn and practise this.  We too can be sure that our 
times are in God’s hands.  Should we not seek Him the same way for the same wisdom and 
insight for our lives?  Did He not promise through the inspired writer, “If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5).  
Daniel’s example is still the prudent course to follow. 
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There fore  Danie l  went  in  unto  Arioch ,  whom the  king  had ordained to  des t roy  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon :  he  

went  and sa id  thus  unto  h im; Destroy  not  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon :  br ing  me in  be for e  the  king ,  and I  wi l l  

shew unto  the  king  the  in t erpre ta t ion .  Then Arioch brought  in  Danie l  be for e  the  king  in  has t e ,  and sa id  thus  

unto  h im, I  have  found a man o f  the  capt iv e s  o f  Judah,  that  wi l l  make known unto  the  king  the  

in t e rpre ta t ion .  (v24-25) 

Daniel shows another side to his character here – consideration and compassion, “Destroy 
not the wise men of Babylon.” (v24)  He could have reasoned these men deserved their judgment or 
that removing potential rivals would smooth his path to the top.  But that is not the heart of 
God’s man in Babylon.  His next thought after praising God is care for his fellow men.  He knew 
these pagan “wise men” were blinded in spiritual darkness.  Their eternal destiny hung in the 
balance.  

We see the great confidence in the Word of God that Daniel has, “Destroy not the wise men of 
Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation.” (v24)  His poise and 
assurance are remarkable.  There is not a hint of doubt or uncertainty in his words.  He believed 
that God had truly spoken. 

Arioch is in a rush.  He knows that many lives are in the balance.  He also seems to sense 
an opportunity to claim credit for discovering the talent of Daniel with his self-serving statement, 
‘I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation.” (v25)  
There are always unscrupulous people who want to take advantage of the grace of God in our 
lives.  They do not want God to get the credit for His power. 

Daniel has received the greatest history lesson ever given, but now he has to teach it.  This 
will be a difficult message to deliver to this proud and capricious monarch that his kingdom is 
not everlasting.  The clear implication was that Nebuchadnezzar was not in control of his 
kingdom but Jehovah was.  There will also be the temptation to take advantage, like Arioch, for 
Daniel’s personal gain.  After all, the king promised “gifts and rewards and great honour” (v6) for a 
true interpretation.  Daniel could have reasoned that there is no need to put a “spiritual edge” on 
this, as this was a pagan king and he would not understand about the Hebrew view of Jehovah.  
The next conversation will reveal another part of Daniel’s character.  Would he dilute the 
message?  Would he make it more palatable to the ears of his listeners? 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. In times of crisis, do you respond with wisdom and prayer and thanksgiving? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. If God controls this world, why should we pray? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Why is it all too easy to take credit for our natural talents and achievements? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


