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“STANDING FOR GOD’S GLORY” – A Study of the Life of Daniel 

(Daniel 2:1-13) 

At the end of chapter one Nebuchadnezzar respected Daniel’s wisdom but by the end of 
chapter two Nebuchadnezzar will respect Daniel’s God.  Daniel has now entered into his life’s 
calling and now we will see how God moves His man into a position of greater service.  Up to 
this point Daniel appears to have negligible influence, but that will now change. 

We never read of Daniel manipulating his circumstances for his advantage or complaining 
about the speed of his rise.  When his outstanding natural gifts were being ignored, he was 
content to wait on God’s leading and guidance.  He remained faithful to his calling wherever 
providence placed him.  However, all through this process this young man will continue to face 
testing.  God will be behind the crisis of events unfolding in this chapter.  When Daniel 
submitted without compromise to God’s word, the Lord can now use him not just in a choice 
local ministry, but also to be a vehicle to reveal the history of the world.  A man of this character 
can be used by God to influence generations to come. 

This second chapter has been called “The A, B, C of Bible prophecy” and contrasted with 
the book of Revelation, which is sometimes called “the X, Y, Z of Bible prophecy!”  It is a 
pivotal chapter laden with prophetic truth.  Everything here is significant and true.  It is a 
comprehensive picture of world history from the time of Daniel to the second advent of Christ.  
From our perspective most is now past history and only a small part is still in the future.  With 
the vantage of our hindsight, we can see how wonderfully accurate these prophecies were. 

We tend to think that we are very significant and powerful.  Nations and individuals erect 
monuments for their glory.  Yet as Michael Barrett points out, 

The monotony of the death-life cycle is fueled by the perpetual loss of memory.  “There 
is no remembrance of former things: neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come 
with those that shall come after” (Ecclesiastes 1:11).  Every tombstone testifies to a life that 
was full of incidents momentarily and personally important, but now forgotten.  How 
many buildings and roads bear the names of individuals who for a brief while others 
thought to be important, but whose names are now nothing more than points for 
direction? 

But a chapter like this is a very humbling chapter.  It truly demonstrates that only God is 
truly omniscient and absolutely sovereign over this world.  Kingdoms and Empires rise and fall 
according to His will.  Everything that has happened or will happen is under God’s control.  
Even the most powerful men and governments are under His control.  God can reveal the future 
because He controls time.  We need to always observe that His control has not ceased in our 
day.  He is still ruling over our world and our lives.  James Montgomery Boice observes, 

If God does not control our lives - from the actions of kings and others in positions of 
power to the most minute circumstances - then everything in life is uncertain.  We are 
victims of circumstances, and whatever happens will happen.  Que sera, sera!  But if God 
is sovereign, as the Bible declares Him to be, and if He is our God - if the promises He 
makes and the actions He takes are certain of fulfillment - then we can be confident of 
the future and know that we will be able to live our lives in a way that will please God. 
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And in the  s e cond year  o f  the  r e i gn  o f  Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams,  wherewi th  h i s  

sp ir i t  was t roub led ,  and h i s  s l e ep  brake f rom him. Then the  king  commanded to  ca l l  the  magi c ians ,  and the  

as t ro loger s ,  and the  sor c er er s ,  and the  Chaldeans ,  fo r  to  shew the  king  h i s  dreams.  So they  came and s tood 

be fore  the  king .  And the  king  sa id  unto  them, I  have  dreamed a dream, and my sp ir i t  was t roub led  to  know 

the  dream. (v1-3) 

God shows His sovereignty by speaking to this man in a dream.  In the OT the Lord 
revealed truths commonly through dreams (Numbers 12:6).  Indeed, the Lord previously used 
dreams to give revelation to Gentile rulers such as Abimelech (Genesis 20:3) and Pharaoh 
(Genesis 41:1-8).  The fact that God gave it to a Gentile rather than a Hebrew ruler is a rebuke 
of the apostasy in His chosen people.  

Even the most powerful men in the world cannot control their sleep (cf. Esther 6:1).  God 
can drive sleep from any man.  Despite his unrivalled military and material success, we are told 
that Nebuchadnezzar “was troubled.”  He typifies the restlessness of a heart that knows no peace 
with God.  Such men spend half their life seeking the things of this world and the other half 
trying to keep them.  However, wealth and power cannot buy peace in your soul, as God can 
trouble you.  The things of this world cannot provide the answers to the disquieting questions of 
our futures.  Steve Zeisler sums this up, 

Therein was Nebuchadnezzar’s problem.  At night in the darkness, when he closed his 
eyes, God was striding through his life revealing things about him, calling choices into 
question, requiring answers.  No authority Nebuchadnezzar could command in the 
daytime did him any good at night.  He could not make the dreams stop. 

The great monarch’s heart is controlled by a sovereign God, “The king’s heart is in the hand of 
the LORD, as the rivers of water: He turneth it whithersoever He will” (Proverbs 21:1).  God gave the 
dream and then, at least in part, removed it from him. 

Daniel reveals in v28 that these dreams came to him “upon thy bed” and seems to suggest 
that it was a result of Nebuchadnezzar’s interest in the future, ”thy thoughts came into thy mind upon 
thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter” (v29).  This man in his lifetime had seen the Egyptians and 
the Israelites defeated, the Assyrian empire disappeared, as well as the recent passing of his own 
father, Nabopolasser.  Nebuchadnezzar must have been cognisant that despite his courtiers 
expressing, “O king, live for ever” (v4) that the same future would await him.  Was “Babylon the 
Great” really as great as others said?  In this respect, he was wiser than most men, as so many 
live for the present only.  Probably, the dream of the destruction of the image particularly 
disturbed him as he had many dreams (v1) but he cites one in particular that troubled him (v3). 

With this deep sense of foreboding, Nebuchadnezzar seeks the great and the good of this 
world’s wisdom to help.  These “the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans” 
were the “wise men” (v27) who could practise sorcery by means of occultish practices.  The 
astrologers kept very accurate records of the movements of the planets with the belief they could 
interpret the future.  Archaeology shows that the Babylonians were greatly impressed by dreams 
and that they kept extensive manuals on dream interpretations. 

This group was the best of man’s wisdom, yet we will find neither can they see nor can 
they understand spiritual truths of the future.  The greatest of man’s wisdom and false religion is 
exposed as futile in a real moment of crisis.  All the education and experience of Babylon cannot 
help.  Daniel later made it clear that spiritual truths cannot be understood by the world, “The 
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secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew 
unto the king” (v27).  The same is true today.  The Scientific and philosophical world cannot 
understand or interpret the future of this world (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:14). 

It is not revealed why Nebuchadnezzar asked them, “to shew the king his dreams.” (v2)  
Clearly, he knew he had a dream and that there was some fearful significance to it.  This 
assignment was nothing like what he had ever given them before.  It is likely that 
Nebuchadnezzar remembered at least part of the dream or else he could not truly test these wise 
men.  The king was renown for his wisdom and shrewdness so it may be that he also had grown 
cynical of their occultish claims and sought to use this as a test.  He devised a strategy that would 
set an objective standard for veracity.  Nebuchadnezzar would feel confident to trust their 
interpretation if they could recount the details of the dream.  
 

Then spake the  Chaldeans to  the  king  in  Syr iack,  O king ,  l i v e  fo r  ever :  t e l l  thy  s ervants  the  dream, and we 

wi l l  shew the  in t erpre ta t ion .  The king  answered  and sa id  to  the  Chaldeans ,  The th ing  i s  gone  f rom me:  i f  y e  

wi l l  no t  make known unto  me the  dream, wi th  the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  y e  sha l l  be  cu t  in  p i e c e s ,  and your  

houses  sha l l  be  made a  dunghi l l .  But  i f  y e  shew the  dream, and the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f ,  y e  sha l l  r e c e ive  o f  

me g i f t s  and rewards  and grea t  honour :  there for e  shew me the  dream, and the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .  (v4-6) 

These men were in a panic now so they try to flatter him, “O king, live for ever: tell thy 
servants” (v4) so that they could at least cobble together a concocted interpretation to explain the 
dream to him.  The king did not buy into this evasion and claims, “The thing is gone from me.”  His 
repeated demand, “therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof” had a sound implied 
premise – if these men really had divine wisdom to interpret the dream accurately, then surely 
they could also discern the actual dream.  Joseph Seiss puts it bluntly, “If these men failed, it was 
the laying prostrate of all the wisdom, power, and art of man.” 

Nebuchadnezzar not only repeats his request, but this time adds a threat.  As a typical 
ruthless despot, his ultimatum was swift and terrifying, “if ye will not make known unto me the dream, 
with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.” (v5)  This 
process described here was the ultimate public shaming.  The fact that this was to be 
indiscriminately applied showed the fury of this man’s temper and the lack of self-control.  
However, God would work through his wrong motives to prove categorically who really is 
sovereign and wise in this world.  This is God’s test to all false gods and beliefs, “Produce your 
cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and 
shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know 
the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come. Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.”  (Isaiah 41:21-
23) 

This chapter exposes man’s inability contrasted with God’s sufficiency.  Nebuchadnezzar 
will learn that no matter how great you are, man cannot control the future.  Swindoll points out, 
“Sovereignty and Sorcery are as far apart as heaven and hell!”  This incident would also be God’s 
means of raising up His faithful young servant.  MacArthur notes, “it sets up Daniel for the rest 
of the years of his life as the mouthpiece of God unequaled by any of the Babylonian wise men.” 
 

They answered  aga in and sa id ,  Let  the  king  t e l l  h i s  s e rvants  the  dream, and we wi l l  shew the  in t erpre ta t ion 

o f  i t .  The king answered  and sa id ,  I  know o f  c e r ta in ty  that  y e  would  ga in the  t ime ,  b e cause  y e  s e e  the  th ing  i s  
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gone  f rom me.  But  i f  y e  wi l l  no t  make known unto  me the  dream, there  i s  but  one  de cr e e  fo r  you :  fo r  y e  have  

prepared ly ing  and corrupt  words  to  speak be fore  me ,  t i l l  the  t ime be  changed :  there for e  t e l l  me the  dream, and 

I  sha l l  know that  y e  can shew me the  in t erpre ta t ion thereo f .  (v7-9)  

These men know Nebuchadnezzar is more than capable of executing his threats.  They are 
getting more desperate, as the reality of the threat to their lives is spelled out graphically to them.  
So they plead, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it.”  Their 
grand claims and promises have now been put to the ultimate test and all can see that it is just a 
sham.  Even these leading proponents of their own system are no longer confident of its 
efficacy! 

Nebuchadnezzar is not taken in by this latest ruse.  He senses that they are stalling for time 
and that their acclaimed system of interpretation is impotent, “I know of certainty that ye would gain 
the time.” (v8)  The language he uses indicates his cynicism that they were charlatans in their 
previous claims, “for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me.” (v9)  So he repeats that 
these must live up to their previous claims, “therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew 
me the interpretation thereof.” (v9) 
 

The Chaldeans answered  be fore  the  king ,  and sa id ,  There  i s  no t  a  man upon the  ear th  that  can shew the  

king ' s  mat t e r :  ther e for e  ther e  i s  no  king ,  lo rd ,  nor  ru l e r ,  that  asked such th ings  a t  any magi c ian ,  or  

as t ro loger ,  or  Chaldean.  And i t  i s  a  rare  th ing  that  the  king  r equire th ,  and there  i s  none  o ther  that  can shew 

i t  be fore  the  king ,  excep t  the  gods ,  whose  dwe l l ing  i s  no t  wi th  f l e sh .  (v10-11) 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream has become these men’s worst nightmare!  The exchange is 
going from bad to worse.  Stripped of all credibility, in absolute desperation they are totally 
candid as they try to reason with the terrifying monarch.  They seek to justify their inability and 
effectively accuse the king as being unreasonable, “There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the 
king’s matter.” (10)  We must see God working here because their admission sets the stage for 
Daniel to enter the situation exactly as God planned.  It will also begin the process of God 
spiritually awakening the heart of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Ironically, these men also confess, “there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the 
gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” (v11)  These men claimed to have access to the divine mind but 
now they impliedly accept they are truly limited.  Their fake predictions and pretensions do not 
allow them to read the future.  It is an admission of guilt that their previous interpretations were 
inaccurate and fabrications.  Today, the world is filled with similar “wise men” making equally 
outlandish and fallacious claims as to their abilities to understand the future.  MacArthur makes a 
good application,  

Listen, if you think that anybody could really predict the future on the Earth, you’re 
wrong.  If you think there’s anything to that horoscope stuff other than demonic 
influence and mind control, you’re wrong.  There is no such thing as reading the future.  
The only place you’re going to read the future is in the Bible when God talks about 
it…. That may well be an indication that Satan can’t read our minds.  Because if Satan 
could read our minds then, believe me, he could interpret our dreams and he could 
reiterate our thoughts. 
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For th i s  cause  the  king  was angry  and very  fur ious ,  and commanded to  des t roy  a l l  the  wise  men o f  Baby lon .  

And the  de cr e e  went  for th  that  the  wise  men should  be  s la in ;  and they  sought  Danie l  and h is  f e l l ows to  be  

s la in .  (v12-13) 

Nebuchadnezzar is not fooled by their rationalizations and excuses.  He wants the truth 
and not his ears tickled!  By their own mouths they were now condemned.  They admitted their 
limitations and also the impotence of their gods.  He could see their powerlessness and their 
dishonesty in their previous interpretations.  These “wise men” were not as “wise” as they 
claimed to be! 

Oriental kings were notoriously temperamental.  Nebuchadnezzar’s fury erupts and it must 
have been a fearful sight.  These men had boasted in their connections to the gods and their 
ability to reveal secrets so his test of a simple dream was far from unreasonable.  Typical of 
absolute dictators, he rashly pronounces judgment and applies it indiscriminately.  It may be also 
an indication of how agitated he was about this dream.  MacArthur comments, 

Now that’s the stupidity of anger.  Anger never knows any limits.  Anger never draws 
any parameters.  Anger just smashes everybody who gets in front of it.  He is mad.  He 
is mad, number one, because he’s afraid.  He’s scared to death about the dream he had.  
He is mad because he can’t remember the details.  He is mad because he can’t trust his 
wise men.  And if he can’t trust his wise men to tell him the truth now, he’s sure that all 
the things they’ve been telling him in the past are probably phony things too and he’s 
upset because they criticize him and say he has no right to ask that.  And he is mad, he 
is furious, he has stooped to the depths that some monarchs go to when their particular 
wills are crossed. 

Daniel and his friends are not consulted and appear to be unaware of what has transpired.  
Yet, by default they are caught up in this rash capital sentence judgment.  How will they react 
when they hear the news?  Will they panic and blame God for such ill-fortune?  Will they 
attempt to use their own natural wisdom to escape the edict? 

The future seems bleak for God’s faithful young servants.  Yet even when your life is 
hanging by a thread, if God is holding that thread then it is stronger than chains of steel.  God is 
in complete control of the circumstances and is working out His sovereign purposes for His 
glory.  He had already prepared His choice servant for this moment, “As for these four children, God 
gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and 
dreams” (1:17).  

By divine design, this situation looks hopeless, which will allow God’s intervention to be 
undeniable.  Jehovah will prove that only He can foretell the future because He controls it.  
While doing so, He will orchestrate the events so He can deliver His choice servants and 
promote them further within the Babylonian kingdom.  One cannot but help being struck with 
the similarity in the unexpected manner that providence directed the promotion of Joseph from 
a prisoner to a respected Prime Minister.  Man’s obstacles and impossibilities are simply the 
Lord’s opportunities to show His greatness and thus reflect His glory.  There is no impossible 
situation for our God.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. How are you tempted to follow the wisdom of this world as to your future and your 
family’s future? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What does this teach us about who really controls this world? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Do we need to manipulate circumstances or engage in office politics in order to be 

promoted?  If not, why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 


