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INTRODUCTION 
 

Frederick the Great (1712 –1786) the king of Prussia was discussing the Bible with his 
chaplain. Frederick was a sceptic, who had been influenced by the writings of the famous 
infidel, Voltaire. 

Frederick challenged his chaplain to state in one word proof that the Bible is the 
Word of God. To the amazement of Frederick, the chaplain agreed to the challenge. 
When he was asked then for the one word the chaplain replied, “Israel.” 

The continuing existence of the Jews as a distinct race of people for the last 4,000 
years attests to the unconditional covenantal promises that God gave to Abraham. 
Throughout the intervening centuries the Jews have outlived all the other great 
civilizations and empires. The Egyptians, Assyrians, Bablyonians, Persians, Greeks, and 
Romans subjugated Israel but none destroyed them.  

Despite centuries of oppression, enslavement, discrimination, scattering, and 
genocide the Jews flourish all over this planet. They are blessing to the nations yet remain 
distinct as an unassimilated race of people. Despite the fact that they make up around 
0.2% of the world’s population they have succeeded in every area of society. For instance 
of the 700 Nobel prizes that have been awarded, 164 have been given to Jews by the 
Gentile-dominated Nobel Committee.  

God promised Israel would be a distinct people and God promised that they 
would be a blessing to the Gentile nations. He has kept His promises.  
 
OVERVIEW 
 
In v1-10 of Romans 11, the apostle Paul demonstrated that God has not cast away 
completely His people Israel, as there was a “remnant according to the election of grace” (v5).  
However, it is obvious that the majority of the Jews were, “blinded” (v7) and had 
stumbled by their overwhelming rejection of Jesus Christ. Although there was a remnant 
of Jewish believers, the NT church was overwhelmingly Gentile.  

So Paul in v11-32 now addresses the question of Israel’s future. With so many in 
such unbelief and disobedience, have they now fallen as a nation permanently? Is their 
blindness irreversible? Is there no hope of a widespread revival in the nation of Israel? 
Have they no place in the ultimate purpose and plan of God? Has God set them aside 
permanently and now turned almost exclusively to the Gentiles? 

 
(1) THE QUESTION AND ANSWER (v11a) 

The apostle Paul anticipates this question, “I say then, Have they stumbled that they should 
fall?” The “they” here are the majority of Israel who have been “blinded,” excluding the 
“remnant according to the election of grace.”  
 Now, there is no doubt that Israel, in the main, have stumbled in unbelief at their 
Messiah. But Paul is asking now whether those that stumbled by their unbelief means 
that the nation as a whole has now fallen irrevocably. The idea conveyed by the word 
“fall” is that which is impossible to recover.  

Paul’s immediate and succinct answer is characteristic when he wants to express 
the impossibility of such a thought, “God forbid.” Yes, Israel have stumbled and been set 
aside but that does not mean that this condition is permanent. They have fallen down 
but they will get up again! 
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(2) THE REASONS FOR THE ANSWER (v11b-32) 

In typical style, Paul unfolded detailed reasons and arguments in v11b-32 to prove his 
assertion that there is a future for Israel.  

(a) ISRAEL’S STUMBLE HAS A PURPOSE (v11b-15) 

The first reason Paul gives is that the stumbling of Israel into unbelief was not a chance 
event, “God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 
them to jealousy.” (v11b) God had divinely foreknown and purposed through this rejection 
of Israel that the gospel would spread to the Gentile world. He could not use Israel’s 
faithfulness to reach the Gentiles so He uses Israel’s failure.  
 You may wonder how this explains how Israel will rise again. Paul explains that 
the gospel going to the Gentiles has a further purpose, “for to provoke them to jealousy.” As 
Israel witnesses the Gentiles enjoying the spiritual blessings through Abraham in the 
church, this will ultimately arouse them to desire the same. So God is not trying to drive 
Israel away but draw them finally back to Himself. This has happened in the lives of 
individual Jews throughout the ages, but will finally be seen in the end times when the 
nation shall turn back to the One they crucified. 
 The jealousy of the unbelieving Jews is seen in the book of Acts as the Gentiles 
are converted and embrace the blessings of the Gospel. For instance at Thessalonica, 
 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: And Paul, as his manner was, 
went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the 
scriptures, Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen 
again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. And 
some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout 
Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. But the Jews which 
believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser 
sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the 
house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. (Acts 17:1-5) 

  Paul in v12 emphasises the glory of God’s ultimate purpose is saving Israel. He 
acknowledges that “the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches 
of the Gentiles” yet he points out how great will be the day of their restoration, “how much 
more their fulness?”  

However, the apostle does not want any reader to imagine that this means he is 
downplaying his office as the Apostle to the Gentiles or his love for the Gentiles and 
adds, “For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office” 
(v13). It is just that his love for the Gentiles has not diminished his desire to see his 
countrymen saved, “If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might 
save some of them”(v14). 

Paul then brings up a similar thought he introduced at the end of v12 – the 
blessing to the world when God moves in saving power again in the nation of Israel, 
“For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but 
life from the dead?” (v15). This glorious revival will be the dry bones living as described in 
Ezekiel 37:1-14. Those who have been dead in trespasses and in sin will spiritually rise as 
they embrace their Messiah, “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have 
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pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn” (Zechariah 12:10). 

Now, there are important lessons for us to learn here. We as Gentile believers are 
meant to be salt and light to the Jews to arouse them to interest in Christ. A transformed 
Gentile life will be the greatest testimony to a self-righteous Jew. The OT scholar, Dr 
Charles Feinberg studied to be a rabbi for 14 years. Through the godly character and 
witnessing of a Christian neighbour he was gloriously converted in 1930. He became a 
professor of OT and Hebrew at BIOLA and Talbot Bible Seminary for the next half a 
century.  

The question we must ask ourselves: Are we praying for Israel? Are we seeking 
opportunities to support evangelism to the Jews? Are we embracing our spiritual 
privileges in such a manner that it reveals Christ to the Jews living around us? 
  
(b) ISRAEL’S STUMBLE SHOULD NOT BE PRESUMED ON   
BY GENTILES (v16-24) 

Paul then gives a warning using two metaphors to describe how God can easily turn 
around the present situation of the rejection of Israel and the embracing of the gospel by 
the Gentiles. The two metaphors demonstrate that God has not set aside Israel 
permanently. Now, these two metaphors may seem a little strange to us but they would 
have been familiar to the Jewish mind steeped in OT teaching and practice.  
 The first metaphor is taken from Numbers 15:20 and the firstfruits offering of 
the wheat harvest, “For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy” (v16a). Israel was 
instructed to make a cake from the firstfruits of the wheat harvest and offer that to the 
Lord. By offering up the firstfruits as set apart for the Lord, this was a recognition that 
the whole harvest is also given by Him and is to be used for His glory for, “the lump is also 
holy.” 
 The second metaphor used to describe Israel is that of an olive tree and Paul 
argues similarly, “and if the root be holy, so are the branches.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
explains how these metaphors bolster Paul’s argument that Israel has a future, 
 

In both illustrations the principle is the same: what is considered first contributes 
its character to what is related to it. With a tree, the root obviously comes first 
and contributes the nature of that type of tree to the branches that come later. 
With the cake presented to the Lord, the flour for the cake is taken from the 
ground meal, but that cake is formed and baked first and presented as a firstfruit. 
Since it is set apart to the Lord first, it sanctifies the whole harvest. The firstfruits 
and the root represent the patriarchs of Israel or Abraham personally, and the 
lump and the branches represent the people of Israel. As a result Israel is set 
apart (holy) to God, and her “stumbling” (rejection of Christ) must therefore be 
temporary. 

 
Paul then explains that those Jews who rejected the Messiah have not caused the tree to 
be destroyed but just, “some of the branches be broken off.” (v17a) These unbelieving Jews are 
cut off from the covenantal spiritual blessings that flow from the holy root of the 
Patriarchs. Believing Gentiles are from a “wild olive tree” and are then “grafted in among 
them” not to replace Israel but so that they may partake “of the root and fatness of the olive 
tree.” (v17b) This is the spiritual blessings received in Christ.  

Now this olive tree is does not become the church and signify Israel is now cast 
away and replaced by the church. Rev Das Koshy explains, 
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The “olive tree” is not the church; it is the spiritual stock of Abraham. Believing 
Gentiles are included in that sphere of blessing. That is why in the New 
Testament age, both Jews and Gentiles are in Christ’s body, as children of 
Abraham (Gal. 3:14; Eph. 2:11-22; 3:6). While believing Gentiles share in the 
blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:3b) as Abraham’s spiritual 
children (Gal. 3:8-9), they do not permanently replace Israel as the heirs of God’s 
promises (Gen. 12:2-3; 15:18-21; 17:19-21; 22:15-18). Soon Israel as a whole will 
turn to Christ (Rom. 11:25-27). 
 

 But in v18-24 Paul warns his Gentile readers not to be proud about this or take 
these privileges lightly,  
 

Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but 
the root thee. Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be 
grafted in. Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by 
faith. Be not highminded, but fear: For if God spared not the natural branches, 
take heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity 
of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue 
in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. And they also, if they abide 
not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again. For 
if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted 
contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be 
the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? (v18-24) 

So, Paul is warning his Gentile readers that just as much of Israel was cast aside 
for their abusing their spiritual privileges in pride and rebellion so could the Gentiles. 
How could this happen? Just the same way that we read that Israel fell in the OT! There 
we find that Israel fell by: 

(i) Boasting in their special privileges – despised other nations and races (cf. Matt. 7:6). 

(ii) Assumed that their religious institutions and outward forms meant that they were free 
to live in sin (cf. Jer. 7). In other words, they trusted in the outward form of religion to 
save them rather than the Lord that they pointed to. 

(iii) They became consumed with materialism when they entered the Promised Land and 
forgot the Lord. Moses predicted Israel would do this, “….thou art waxen fat, thou art grown 
thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock 
of his salvation” (Deut. 32: 15). 

(iv) Israel failed to instruct the next generation, which then went into apostasy, “….and 
there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had 
done for Israel. And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim” 
(Judges 2:10b-11) 

 One of the reasons we study Church history is to learn from the failures of the 
past. Many Gentile churches presumed on their spiritual privileges and fell like 
unbelieving Israel. Where are the 7 churches of Asia Minor listed in Revelation 2-3 
today? Where are the churches of Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and Knox today? What has 
happened to the Bible-Presbyterian church in 61 years? Don’t think it cannot happen to 
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our church or to your family. This church could go the exact same way as all the rest if 
we presume on our spiritual privileges.  
 
(c) ISRAEL’S STUMBLE IS NOT PERMANENT (v25-32) 

The majority of national Israel was now in darkness as “blindness in part is happened to 
Israel” (v25). This verb “is happened” is in the perfect tense which indicates that the 
blindness has occurred at a point in time in the past and is still in effect at the present 
time of this epistle.  

However, this final section is one of the most glorious in all of Scripture. In v23- 
24 we are given a preview of the future salvation. We see in v23 the possibility of 
restoration “for God is able to graft them in again” and in v24 the probability of restoration, 
“how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?” Now, 
in v26 we have the promise of restoration, “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” 
 
IS “ALL ISRAEL” THE CHURCH? 
 
It is sad that many scholars have generated so much controversy concerning this passage. 
There are some evangelical preachers who argue that God has finished with Israel as a 
nation and that the OT blessings promised to Israel are spiritualised into the church. 
They say that “all Israel” here refers to the church or alternatively they argue that it only 
means the individual Jews that have been converted in the NT church age.  
 However, here it is very clear that Paul is referring to literal Israel and a future 
conversion of Israel. In v25 Israel is contrasted with the Gentiles so there is no 
indication that the “Israel” of v26 is a different Israel. Indeed, every use of the word 
“Israel” throughout the preceding ten chapters refers to ethnic national Israel. The 
contrast in the pronouns from v25-31, such as “enemies for your sakes” (v28), is strongly 
suggestive that Paul is referring to national Israel throughout. The covenantal OT 
language would also attest this, “as touching the election, they are beloved for the father’s sakes” 
(v28). 

Additionally, in v25 Paul uses language that is suggestive of a great future event, 
which is linked to what he has just said in v16-24 by the word “for.” He now says in v25 
this revelation is a “mystery” i.e. something that was once hidden but has now been 
revealed. There is no mystery about individual Jews being converted in every age. But the 
conversion of the nation of Israel in great proportions after centuries of rejection of 
Christ is a “mystery” and is a significant event. There is no parallel in church history. Yes, 
some of the branches were broken off but the tree was not destroyed. 
 
WHO IS “ALL ISRAEL”? 
 
So we believe that the promise of v26 “And so all Israel shall be saved” refers to a future 
salvation of the nation when a great number of Jews will turn to Christ. The trickle of 
conversions we see today will one day become a mighty river of souls. This is the thrust 
of the whole passage and confirms exactly with what other passages of Scripture teach 
(cf. Zech. 12:8-14; 13:1-2; Rev. 7:1-8; 14:1-5). This restoration will be after “the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in.” (v25b) Only God knows when we will reach this date in His 
prophetic calendar.  
 This expression “all Israel” does not guarantee the salvation of every Jew in the 
future. Some will die in unbelief in the Great Tribulation Period. Charles Hodge explains 
the extent of this,  
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The Jews, as a people, are now rejected; as a people, they are to be restored. As 
their rejection, though national, did not include the rejection of every individual; 
so their restoration, although in like manner national, need not be assumed to 
include the salvation of every individual Jew.  

 
 Now this promise of restoration is not something Paul is speaking from mere 
emotion but he proves that it is prophesied in the OT Scripture. He selects two OT 
quotations from the prophecy of Isaiah to demonstrate this in v26-27. The first 
quotation recorded in v26-27a is particularly interesting as Isaiah said, 
 

And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD. As for me, this is my covenant with 
them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have 
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth 
and for ever. (Isaiah 59:20-21) 

In this passage God promises to preserve His people Israel in every age (and He 
has done) and God promises to preserve His words through Israel in every age (and He 
has done in the Hebrew Masoretic Text). It is amazing that so many Reformed 
premillennial writers will accept the truth of God’s covenantal promises in the former 
but not the latter. In this church we believe unashamedly that God preserves His people 
Israel and God will preserve every one of His words. This is not because this church or 
any preacher says so but because the Bible says so! 

Now, God not only promises to preserve His people Israel and His words, but 
He promises to restore them, “For this is My covenant unto them, when I shall take away their 
sins” (v27). This is on the same basis of His unconditional covenants and promises as 
they are still beloved, “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (v. 29). We may 
not live to see this revival in Israel personally, but we believe it by faith. 

Man is unfaithful to his promise, contracts, and vows but not GOD for, “God is 
not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he 
not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” (Num. 23:19) It is wonderful and 
comforting to look up today and gaze upon the Sovereign God of all history ruling from 
His throne as the unchanging, ever-faithful covenant God.  

Oh, some skeptics may doubt whether God could save all Israel when “There shall 
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” That just shows they 
know nothing about God. The salvation of the pagan city of Nineveh was no problem to 
God. He even sent a backslidden prophet there to prove that “salvation is of the Lord.” It 
should also be noted that Paul does not say all Israel “might be saved” but “shall be 
saved.” God does not do anything imperfectly. When He goes out to save a people He 
accomplishes it fully.  

In v30-32 the apostle summarises what he has said in v11-29: 
 

(1) The unbelief of Israel has opened the door of the gospel to the Gentiles. 
(2) The salvation of the Gentiles will in turn eventually lead to the conversion of 

Israel.  
 
These two truths will overwhelm Paul’s mind about the wisdom of God (v33-36).  Israel 
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does have a future. The best days are yet to come. God has not finished with or cast 
away His people. God is working out His marvelous plan, which led to the salvation of 
Gentiles and ultimately will culminate in the salvation of the Jews. Salvation truly is of 
the Lord and He will get all the glory.  

 
CONCLUSION 

 
What can we learn from this passage? 
 
(i) God has a purpose for Israel’s stumble – your salvation. This may not be the way that 
you would plan the order of this world, but that is why God is God and you are not! 
God is in control over every aspect of the history of this world. He is not caught out by 
man’s actions. The salvation of the Gentiles and then through them the Jews was no 
afterthought. It was always part of the purpose and plan of God.  
 
(ii) We should never be presumptuous about spiritual privileges. Israel was and was set 
aside. Do not imagine God will make an exception with us.  
 
(iii) Don’t despair of anyone’s salvation – God has proven He can save rebellious Jews 
like Saul of Tarsus. Don’t give up hope – keep on praying. God is the God of the 
hopeless causes! The converted slave trader, John Newton once observed, “I have never 
despaired of any man since God saved me.” 
 
(iv) God can be trusted to keep His Word. What He says about the forgiveness of our 
sins, the judgment on sin, and the glorification of His saints is true.  
 
Sinner – God’s word promises that if you die without Jesus Christ you will perish in hell 
forever and ever. You can be absolutely sure this will happen. But today His hands are 
held out in mercy to you. If you reject the offer of grace, then it will be entirely your won 
fault. Any Jew or Gentile can come to flee to Him. There is no Plan B. Jesus is your only 
hope. 
 
 


