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INTRODUCTION 

 
The book of Ruth is a story of choices and the consequences of those choices.  Often these 
consequences are very different from those anticipated.  However, we are not the product of 
mere free choices of men.  All of these must be seen in the light of a Sovereign God working all 
things together for His greater plan and purpose.  This will be done through providence of God 
guiding His people in the seemingly insignificant details of everyday life.  The book of Judges 
reminds us that God is interested in the life of a nation, whereas Ruth reminds us that God is 
equally concerned about the lives of individuals. 

Ruth is a heartwarming story, but it is so much more than that.  In the darkness of the days 
of the Judges, this narrative stands out as a beacon of light of the faithfulness of God in the days 
when Israel was unfaithful.  We will see also the consequence of one Gentile girl's faithfulness, in 
the face of Israel’s national faithlessness.  Alexander Maclaren comments, 

“Ruth is in sharp contrast with the bloody and turbulent annals of Judges.  It completes, 
but does not contradict, these, and happily reminds us of what we are apt to forget in 
reading such pages, that no times are so wild but that in them are quiet corners, green 
oases, all the greener for their surroundings, where life glides on in peaceful isolation from 
the tumult.…Thank God!  the blackest times were not so dismal in reality as they look in 
history.  There are clefts in the grim rock, and flowers blooming, sheltered in the clefts.  
The peaceful pictures of this little book, multiplied many thousand times, have to be set as 
a background to the lurid pictures of the Book of Judges.” 

In this story we will observe a young woman from a heathen background yield herself to 
this Covenant God and what blessing He will pour through the life of this clay vessel.  She 
shows what the grace of God can do with a life from the worst of backgrounds.  It is a warning 
and a testimony to those in Israel that they did not need to forsake Jehovah as He is always 
faithful to His covenant promises.  He will honour those who honour Him.  Ruth is truly a 
window of light in dark days. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 

Tragic Consequences (Ruth 1:1-5) 
 

Now i t  came to  pass  in  the  days  when the  judges  ru l ed ,  that  there  was a  famine  in  the  land .  (v1a)   

This expression, “Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled” is no mere date stamp.  The 
inspired writer is drawing our attention with this phrase as a theological description of the era 
when the story was written.  This period was one of the lowest points in Israel’s history.  It 
spanned around 350 years, which makes up almost a quarter of the history of Israel in the OT. 

The prevailing spirit of the days of the Judges can be summed up by the ending of the 
book, “In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” (Judges 
21:25; cf. Judges 17:6, 18:1, 19:1).  This was a day of lawlessness where the pleasing of self 
reigned in the minds of the people.  It was a time of apostasy, apathy, and anarchy, which led to 
idolatry and immorality in the lives of the people.  People worshipped what they wanted, took 
what they wanted, and engaged in any kind of perversion that took their fancy. 

It was not that there was no law or true king in Israel.  We know that they had received the 
Word of God as “unto them were committed the oracles of God” (Romans 3:2b) to guide them.  God 
was to be their king but they rejected His Word and His reign.  This they expressed orally later to 
Samuel, “And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto 
thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.” (1 Samuel 8:7) 

God has a divine order in our lives, our homes, and our churches.  Chaos and judgment 
always flows when we try to rebel against that.  Lawlessness is the antithesis of godliness.  

 

And a c e r ta in  man o f  Beth l ehem- judah went  to  so journ in  the  country  o f  Moab,  he ,  and h i s  wi f e ,  and h i s  two 

sons .  (v1b)  

The book then in v1b-4 begins with an introduction of some of the characters that will 
play out much of the story of this drama.  Bethlehem means literally in Hebrew “the house of 
bread.”  It likely took its name from the fact that it was a fertile agricultural area, which made it a 
desirable place to live.  The irony was that the place known as “the house of bread” was 
suffering a famine and had no bread!  In OT days a famine was one of the judgments God 
warned He would send when the nation was disobedient to God’s Word (Deuteronomy 11:13-
17, 28:15; cf. Leviticus 26:18-20).  The Lord’s warnings of judgment are never idle threats.  A 
spiritual famine preceded the physical one.  We know from reading the book of Judges that there 
were great times of spiritual deadness and rebellion during this period.  

In the midst of this famine context, we are introduced to this man called Elimelech whose 
name means “God is king.”  However, a good name does not necessarily indicate a good 
character.  Many fail to live up to their names.  In a time of trial like this famine, a believer can 
either embrace his trials as sent by an all wise and providential God or he can try to escape them 
by human wisdom.  Elimelech chose the latter option as we are told he “went to sojourn in the 
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country of Moab.”  Abraham made the same mistake in a famine when he fled to Egypt (Genesis 
12:10). 

Moving your home and family to another country is not a step that should ever be taken 
lightly.  This is even more so for an Israelite whom Jehovah explicitly told them “I will set thy 
bounds” (Exodus 23:31; cf. Joshua 23:7, 12).  It is significant that we don’t read of Elimelech 
praying or seeking guidance as to this decision.  Imbibing the spirit of the Judges, this man must 
have thought he was king in his life.  His name may suggest he was under God’s authority but his 
actions proved otherwise.  Sight not faith guided his thinking.  Expediency is not an excuse to 
bypass the will of God.  One of the reasons Israel was forbidden to have any fellowship with the 
surrounding Canaanite nations was the fear of having their faith corrupted (Exodus 23:32-33; 
34:12-15).  This did not seem to have concerned Elimelech.  

Before we look down our spiritual noses, we have to acknowledge that many Christians are 
the same today.  Indeed, repeatedly we act as if God is merely incidental to our lives.  We often 
make decisions for our children and our spouses based on external circumstances or with 
worldly values from the worst of motives e.g. choice of schools, universities, jobs, homes, 
investments, relationships, and even churches.  Ironically, many of us can even trust God for 
eternal things such as salvation, yet struggle to trust Him for temporal physical matters.  It is 
always tempting to look for the easy way out of our problems rather than trust God. 

Elimelech had no business in Moab.  God had sovereignly led Israel into Canaan.  The 
reason for their trouble there was their sin.  The solution was not to run away to Moab, but to 
run back to God.  The Lord had proven He was more than able to take care of His children 
through the centuries.  Elimelech should have adopted the witness of David by faith, “Trust in the 
LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed……The steps of a good man 
are ordered by the LORD: and He delighteth in His way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for 
the LORD upholdeth him with His hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” (Psalm 37:3, 23-25) 

Moab was a notoriously wicked place.  Elimelech must have been acquainted with its 
beginnings from an incestuous union with Lot and one of his daughters (Genesis 19:30-38).  The 
history of the nation followed the same path.  Moab hindered Israel on their way to Canaan 
(Judges 11:17; Deuteronomy 23:4), they hired the prophet Balaam to curse Israel (Numbers 22:1-
6), their Moabite women were deliberately used to seduce the Israelite men into idolatry and 
immorality (Numbers 25:1-3, 31:16), and they had been one of Israel’s oppressors during the 
time of Eglon for 18 years (Judges 3:12-14).  The Moabites also worshipped a god Chemosh who 
demanded human sacrifice.  Moab was certainly no place to go on holidays let alone raise up a 
godly family.  

Israel may have been in cycles of apostasy, but there were godly people there such as Boaz 
and some of the leaders of Bethlehem (4:11).  Running to Moab they would be leaving the land 
where the tabernacle was and where the written law of God was available.  Besides it obviously 
was not that severe a famine.  We later find another relative in Boaz who trusted God in the 
famine and prospered (2:1).  Others also clearly survived the famine without starving to death 
(v6).  Even if Elimelech had truly been at the point of starvation, clearly he had a sympathetic 
and godly relative in Boaz he could have sought help from.  Elimelech abandoned God’s people 
for God’s enemies in Moab and by doing so he dishonoured the name and testimony of Jehovah.  
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God has never promised His people that life would always be a bed of roses.  Matthew 
Henry comments, 

“It is an evidence of a discontented, distrustful, unstable spirit, to be weary of the place in 
which God hath set us, and to be for leaving it immediately whenever we meet with any 
uneasiness or inconvenience in it.  It is folly to think of escaping that cross which, being 
laid in our way, we ought to take up.” 

Yes, the world may applaud the farsighted thinking of trusting self instead of Jehovah Jireh our 
provider, but not God, “Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!” 
(Isaiah 5:21)  What may appear to be a wise choice economically is always wrong if it is a bad 
choice spiritually. 
 

And the  name o f  the  man was El ime l e ch ,  and the  name o f  h i s  wi f e  Naomi,  and the  name o f  h i s  two sons  
Mahlon and Chi l ion ,  Ephrath i t e s  o f  Beth l ehem- judah.  And they  came in to  the  country  o f  Moab,  and 

cont inued there .  (v2) 

We are told that they initially went there to “sojourn” (v1).  It may well be that this was 
Elimelech’s initial thinking, but soon we read, “they came into the country of Moab, and continued there” 
(v2b).  This continuing lasts at least a decade because in v4 we read, “they dwelled there about ten 
years.”  The devil rarely unfolds a lifetime of sin to you.  He leads you initially in small steps.  You 
see the same modus operandi used with Lot.  First he “dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent 
toward Sodom” (Genesis 13:12).  Then soon we read he “dwelt in Sodom” (Genesis 14:12).  Finally, 
we find in Genesis 19:1 that he “sat in the gate of Sodom” as a ruler of the city with his own landed 
property there. 

Years can be lost out of the will of God by sin.  Indeed, certain decisions have life-
changing consequences for generations.  None of us sin privately.  They should have heeded the 
effect of Lot’s compromise in abiding in Sodom just by observing the history of Moab.  Kroll 
makes a useful application, 

“Sometimes we intend for situations to be only temporary.  We think, Just as soon as the 
kids are through college, we’ll start tithing again.  Or perhaps you reason, As soon as I get 
through this busy period at work, I’ll get back to having a daily quiet time.  But days turn 
into weeks, weeks into months and before you know it, circumstances that were only going 
to be temporary have become a way of life.” 

 
And Elimele ch  Naomi ' s  husband d i ed ;  and she  was l e f t ,  and her  two sons .  (v3) 

At first it seems that everything has gone to plan as they survive the famine in Moab.  They 
may even have prospered for a time and misinterpreted this as providential blessing.  But then 
the first blow now hits their carefully laid plans with the death of the head of the home.  
Ironically, Elimelech came to escape death in Moab but found that it can strike you just as easily 
there.  He will never again see the land of his birth.  

We all need to learn the lesson that man proposes but God disposes.  It is God alone 
unguided and unrestrained who sovereignly decrees the day of our birth and the day of our 
death.  Job asked a rhetorical question against the man who resists the will of God, “who hath 
hardened himself against Him, and hath prospered? (Job 9:4).  The answer echoes down the centuries – 
no man!  What did Lot gain in Sodom?  What did David gain at Ziklag?  The wisest and best 
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thing to do is to obey God and leave the consequences to Him, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust 
in Him” (Job 13:15a). 

Now, with Elimelech dead they now had a decision to make.  Would they heed this act of 
providence as a judgment and return home?  Or would they just write it off as “bad luck” and 
abide in the land of compromise?  Often we are too proud to admit our mistakes.  In her grief at 
the loss of her life partner, Naomi may have had a twinge of conscience but she may have 
reasoned that she still had two sons with good marriage prospects.  Tragically, she will stay on 
until she is forced to confess she is now “empty” and testifies of the judgment of God on her, “the 
LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me” (v21).  The land of their dreams 
became the land of their worst nightmares. 

 

And they  took them wives  o f  the  women o f  Moab;  the  name o f  the  one  was Orpah,  and the  name o f  the  o ther  

Ruth :  and they  dwe l l ed  there  about  t en  years .  (v4)  

We now see a second step downward, as the path of compromise leads to other sins.  
Moab appears to have got into them!  A bad example by parents influences often the next 
generation.  When Jehoshaphat entered the alliance with Ahab he was warned, “Shouldest thou help 
the ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the LORD” (2 
Chronicles 19:2).  This had a devastating effect on the next generation as Jehoshaphat’s son, 
Jehoram married Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah (cf 2 Kings 8:18; 2 Chronicles 22:2).  This ungodly 
union brought a great curse on the nation of Judah and almost destroyed the Messianic lineage 
of Jehoshaphat’s ancestors (2 Chronicles 22). 

Mahlon and Chilion, doubtless witnessing the low view their parents had for God’s Word, 
followed suit and entered into forbidden marriages.  Elimelech seems to have died soon after 
they came to Moab.  If that is so, then Naomi must have either arranged these marriages to these 
Moabite women, or she passively accepted them.  Even if she was against them, there was little 
she could say, as her life was hardly a beacon of consistency.  

Some have tried to argue that the Moabites were not on the prescribed list of nations that 
Israel was prohibited to marry in Deuteronomy 7.  However, Scripture is clear throughout that 
God is against unequal yoking of believers with unbelievers, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 6:14a).  Nehemiah certainly interpreted a marriage to a Moabite woman 
as forbidden (Nehemiah 13:1, 23-25; cf. Ezra 9:1-2, 12).  

This family has now headed down this backslidden path for ten years.  It seems they are 
drifting through life with no purpose or plan.  No mention of seeking the will of God is seen in 
any of their decisions of this decade in Moab.  Sin spreads and its consequences are wide. 

 

And Mahlon and Chi l ion d i ed  a l so  bo th  o f  them; and the  woman was l e f t  o f  her  two sons  and her  husband.  

(v5)  

In the space of a verse, Naomi’s world comes crashing down.  Three tombs in Moab 
testify to the folly of their decisions.  We can only but imagine the pain and emptiness in 
Naomi’s heart.  She now has no sons, no land, no money, and no prospects.  As an alien in a 
strange land, she has little by way of a future.  The sad irony was that they came to Moab to save 
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their lives and to flourish, but all her family died whilst their godly relatives in Bethlehem 
flourished.  Forbidden fruit looks sweet, but as Eve discovered it turns sour in your stomach!  

This incident should also warn us all that youth is no protection against death.  Fathers and 
sons can be carried out into eternity at any moment.  However, Naomi is not completely without 
hope.  There is always God waiting for her to come back from her backslidings.  Grace like a 
silver lining in the cloud had left her with a remnant in Ruth that would prove the greatest 
blessing of all to the life of Naomi and all of mankind.  Despite the failures of men, God can 
turn everything around and utilise this tragedy as part of His grand redemptive plan that He had 
purposed in eternity. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What is the significance of Bethlehem having a famine?  
 

2. What elements of lawlessness do you see in our society?  
 

3. Why do you think that believers make decisions based upon what is materially expedient 
rather than spiritually beneficial?  Have you ever thought about the long-term 
consequences of your decisions? 

 

4. How have you been challenged by the introduction to the book of Ruth? 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 

Bitter Waters (Ruth 1:6-13) 
 

The early part of the book of Ruth is one of the saddest stories in the Bible.  It is an account of a 
frowning providence working through the disobedience of an Israelite family.  Naomi had left 
Bethlehem with such high hopes a decade previously “full” but now she is coming home “empty.”  
Her dreams had been shattered in the despair of Moab.  Naomi’s Hebrew name means 
“pleasant” but under the chastisement of God life would be bitter to her soul.  Disobedience is 
the root cause of much of the sorrow that comes upon the people of God.  

Elimelech and Naomi went willingly to Moab, as they were not forced to do so.  They 
were not prepared to pray “give us this day our daily bread.”  We read nowhere in scripture of 
anyone dying from this famine.  They left the land given them by Jehovah, turned their backs on 
the people of God, and moved their family to a land of idolatry and immorality seemingly for a 
“better life.”  Robert Robinson described this tendency well when he wrote, 

“Prone to wander ,  Lord I f ee l  i t  

Prone to l eave the God I love .”  

Like Lot heading to Sodom the grass there may have looked greener on other side, but it 
had a bitter harvest.  Famine may not have followed them but death did.  Three tombs of triple 
sorrow testify to the folly of a decision made without reference to the will of God.  Elimelech 
and Naomi’s family resemble us more than we care to think.  Too often we try to shortcut the 
will of God for our lives and suffer the painful consequences.  As one writer said, 

“A change of circumstances will not necessarily solve our problems.  We think if we had a 
new home, a new church, a new husband or wife, a new minister, or a new job, that all our 
difficulties would be over.  As Christians, every major decision we make ought to be set 
against God’s perfect will.  We owe it to God to bring Him into our decision making.  
Otherwise we may find we have gained economically but lost out spiritually.” 

 

Then she  arose  wi th  her  daughter s  in  law,  that  she  might  r e turn f rom the  country  o f  Moab:  fo r  she  had heard 

in  the  country  o f  Moab how that  the  LORD had v i s i t ed  His  peop l e  in  g iv ing  them bread .  (v6)  

The narrative slows down considerably from v1-5, which covers a decade or more in just a 
few verses.  Naomi is now a widow in a strange land with no obvious provider for her and 
nowhere where she can turn to worship Jehovah.  She is sorrowful, lonely, aged, childless, and 
impoverished with probably little hope of remarriage.  Foreign widows in Moab would have had 
no social security to provide for their needs so her plight is a desperate one.  Her future there 
would be merely eking out an existence from day to day.  The only hope is to swallow her pride 
and to return back.  It seems Bethlehem had repented, but would the remnant of the prodigal 
family in Moab also repent? 

At this point of despair Naomi makes the decision to return to the place that she never 
should have left.  Despite her failures and wrong decisions in this book, it must be seen that she 
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at least desires to return to the place where she had left the Lord and her people.  Her decision is 
prompted by the news that, “the LORD had visited His people in giving them bread.” (v6)  This is the 
first mention of God’s covenant Name “Jehovah” and sparks the first ray of hope in this dark 
narrative so far.  This is surely the type of situation that Solomon contemplated when he wrote, 
“As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country” (Proverbs 25:25). 

We are not told how she hears about this but God has a multitude of ways to inform His 
elect people of His blessings.  Naomi understands the spiritual significance of this visitation 
necessitating the end of famine.  Thank God she has enough faith to believe it and act upon it.  
She is cognisant that it is not “good luck,” but tied up in the providential workings of a 
Sovereign God.  The Lord was still with her and her people as she walked through the valley of 
the shadow of death (Psalm 23:4).  God had not run away but Naomi had. 

Likely Naomi would have perished in Moab if God had not intervened here.  If she had 
fled to Edom or Ammon there was also no hope there.  She needed to go to the land where God 
had ordained her to be in His will.  This awakening providence news is truly “the goodness of God” 
leading this prodigal “to repentance” (Romans 2:4).  Was Naomi listening for this in the descending 
gloom of Moab?  At least she has not done what Job’s wife recommended and cursed God and 
died.  However, she still suffers the loss of the blessing of Bethlehem.  As Lyle observes, “Is it 
not sad when people only hear about God’s blessing, but never experience it, because they are 
not in the place where God can bless them?” 

It was no accident that there was a famine in the first instance and it is no coincidence that 
Naomi’s family had suffered this tragedy or that there is now bread in Bethlehem.  God’s 
providence is working on her behalf to bring her home, where He wants her to be for His 
redemptive Messianic plan.  Our Sovereign God is so wise that He can work not only in spite of 
our sin, but amazingly even through it.  

Sometimes God has to take everything that we hold dear over Him before we find grace at 
the bottom of the barrel.  However, the wise and loving God only removed from her what was 
necessary to lead Naomi to repentance.  God’s chastisement is not to destroy us but to change 
us.  Grace then delights to restore us with great blessings in God’s perfect will. 

 

Where fore  she  went  for th  out  o f  the  p lace  where  she  was ,  and her  two daughter s  in  law wi th  her ;  and they  

went  on the  way to  r e turn unto  the  land o f  Judah.  (v7)  

The first step is always the hardest and not all will make it the whole way back.  Naomi is 
bearing the burden as leader of this home of loneliness, tears and anxiety for three widows.  
Some commentators point out that it is an Eastern tradition for family members to accompany a 
beloved loved one part of a journey as they move to another location.  This may be what is 
happening here.  As Naomi contemplates the return to Bethlehem, she is in a dilemma as, 

(1) Budget tight as a widow, but now she has two potential extra mouths to feed. 

(2) She knows the Israelites would not easily accept Moabite women, especially the prospect 
of intermarrying with them when they brought “bad luck” to their first husbands.  It is a 
pity that she did not act so wisely in preventing her sons’ marriages in the first instance. 

(3) Every time she would look upon the Moabite faces of her daughters-in-law in Bethlehem it 
would be a reminder to her of her sin and its consequences.  It would also remind her 
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neighbours that this family had broken God’s law on intermarriage with pagan nations.  In 
fact, a Moabite was not to be allowed in the congregation of Israel even to the tenth 
generation (Deuteronomy 23:3). 

 

And Naomi sa id  unto  her  two daughter s  in  law,  Go,  r e turn each to  her  mother ’ s  house :  the  LORD dea l  

kind ly  wi th  you ,  as  y e  have  dea l t  w i th  the  dead ,  and wi th  me.  The LORD grant  you that  y e  may f ind r e s t ,  

ea ch o f  you in  the  house  o f  her  husband.  Then she  kiss ed  them; and they  l i f t ed  up the i r  vo i c e ,  and wept .  (v8-

9)  

Naomi decides that it would be for the better for her daughters-in-law to go back to Moab.  
There is no mention of prayer or seeking guidance from the Lord for this decision.  She does not 
attempt to witness to them about positive reasons for coming to Bethlehem and seeking the God 
of Israel as their God.  Ultimately it seems that in these exchanges she has no real concern for 
their souls.  This is starkly revealed in her statement to Ruth when she acknowledges their 
spiritual ruin in Moab as she admitted, “thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods” 
(v15).  Bearing in mind the appalling cruelty and immorality of the Moabite worship, which 
included child sacrifices, this does not reflect well on Naomi.  It proves as Lyle says, “It’s 
dangerous to listen to the advice of a backslidden believer.  In fact, a backslidden believer can do 
more damage than an unsaved person.” 

Yes it is true from a human perspective that these young women had better marriage 
prospects in Moab, but we are not to view circumstances merely from a horizontal perspective.  
For surely a widow in Israel exposed to the written Law of God and the people of God is always 
better spiritually than married to a pagan in an immoral and idolatrous land like Moab.  We 
should drive people to the Lord not away from Him.  Naomi is still judging circumstances in the 
wisdom of the flesh i.e. what is best materially.  This thinking is what got her whole family in the 
mess the first time!  Grant points out about Naomi, 

“But she was like so many believers who get away from the Lord.  They do not encourage 
others to come to where the Lord is because they think there is nothing there to attract 
them!  They are thinking of the circumstances rather than of the Lord Himself…. Did she 
think she must be their only resource in Israel?  But faith becomes extremely weak when 
one has backslidden.” 

Naomi is very direct by advising “go” but she does at least add a blessing for their kindness 
to her, “the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.” (v8)  It is good to 
acknowledge the grace others have shown you.  These were clearly honourable young women in 
many ways – even Gentiles have the law of God written on their hearts (Romans 2:15-16).  
Naomi seems to truly have genuine affection for these girls and they for her as they weep much 
at the proposed parting.  She prays a blessing of another family for them, “The LORD grant you 
that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband.” (v9)  Sadly, there is no mention of praying 
for their salvation but her prayer just concerns material “rest” with a new husband.  Her attitude 
should have been that of Moses to his relatives, “And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the 
Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I will give it you: 
come thou with us, and we will do thee good: for the LORD hath spoken good concerning Israel.” (Numbers 
10:29) 

Furthermore, it is not true that there was no hope for strangers living in Israel.  Naomi 
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clearly knew Jehovah by her conversations with her daughters-in-law and her later conduct 
demonstrated that she knew the Mosaic law in respect of the kinsman redeemer.  She must 
therefore have known that Moses commanded Israel to show compassion to foreigners like Ruth 
and Orpah, “the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall 
eat and be satisfied; that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou doest” 
(Deuteronomy 14:29).  

 

And they  sa id  unto  her ,  Sure ly  we wi l l  r e turn wi th  thee  unto  thy  peop le .  And Naomi sa id ,  Turn aga in ,  my 

daughter s :  why wi l l  y e  go  wi th  me? are  there  y e t  any more  sons  in  my womb, that  they  may be  your  husbands? 

Turn aga in ,  my daughter s ,  go  your  way ;  fo r  I  am too  o ld  to  have  an husband.  I f  I  shou ld  say ,  I  have  hope ,  i f  

I  shou ld  have  an husband a l so  to  n ight ,  and shou ld  a l so  bear  sons ;  Would ye  tarry  fo r  them t i l l  they  were  

grown? would  ye  s tay  for  them from having  husbands? (v10-13a)  

Naomi tried the pleasant and emotional appeal first to these young ladies.  When this does 
not seem to work she becomes very direct and coldly rational.  It is as if she is saying “don’t be 
foolish you need to help yourselves first by your own methods independent of God.”  It seems 
that Naomi is doing everything she can to keep Orpah and Ruth from coming back with her as: 

(1) She implies that it is impossible for any Israelite man to consider being a kinsman 
redeemer to them.  The later chapters prove that such a pessimistic view was unfounded. 

(2) She makes it clear that it would be impracticable for them to marry any sons she could 
ever bear. 

 

nay ,  my daughter s ;  fo r  i t  g r i eve th  me much for  your  sakes  that  the  hand o f  the  LORD is  gone  out  aga ins t  me .  

(v13b)  

One thing that should be noted in Naomi’s favour here is that she is willing to 
acknowledge the Hand of Providence in her trial and circumstances, “the hand of the LORD is gone 
out against me.”  She believes that the tragic events that had transpired were not by chance.  The 
bitter pill she had to swallow was from Him.  She is aggrieved with her circumstances but she 
attributes no blame to the Lord for what He has done in her life.  Naomi may be embittered and 
backslidden but she never hints in this book that she stopped believing in Jehovah.  Certainly she 
never imbibed the polytheism of the Moabites nor their belief in localized gods.  

Naomi is also willing to accept and is grieved that it was her sin that caused these two 
women to suffer in this manner, “for it grieveth me much for your sakes.”  As Boone commented, 
“Had Naomi stayed in the land of Bethlehem, it might have spared Orpah and Ruth many 
sorrows, and, likewise, if people would remain in fellowship and relationship with GOD, it might 
spare them and others of their family much distress and grief.” 

Another factor that she should be commended for is her willingness to testify of her faith 
in Jehovah to her pagan daughters-in-law.  Naomi is not ashamed to bring the Lord into her 
conversations and use His name to pray blessings on others.  It is true she is at times inconsistent 
in her belief and practice but she does shine her faith throughout, albeit imperfectly.  Though she 
had left the Lord, He had not left her. 
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That said, it is worth noting that Naomi never prays for herself in all these exchanges.  She 
does not say, “May the LORD deal kindly with us.”  It may be suggestive that she has given up 
on God’s mercy and love towards her for her sin.  She still believes in Jehovah’s power and 
reign, but is still doubting His eternal love and faithfulness to her personally.  Piper comments, 

“When we have decided that God is against us, we usually exaggerate our hopelessness.  
We become so bitter we can’t see the rays of light peeping out around the clouds.  It was 
God who broke the famine and opened the way home (1:6).  It was God who preserved a 
kinsman to continue Naomi’s line (2:20).  And it was God who constrains Ruth to stay 
with Naomi.  But Naomi is so embittered by God’s hard providence that she can’t see his 
mercy at work in her life.” 

 

RUTH vs ORPAH 

Here these two women are at a crossroads of life.  Their eternal destinies hinge on their 
next series of decisions.  The Lord Jesus said on one occasion, “…whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33).  

Naomi’s persistent offer for them to return to their gods in Moab was wrong.  However, 
God will providentially use this offer to test the motives and the depth of the faith of Orpah and 
Ruth.  There are some similarities in their behaviour: 

(1) Both treated Naomi and their respective husbands well. 

(2) Both professed devotedness to Naomi. 

(3) Both weep over any proposed parting. 

(4) Both start out on the road to Bethlehem. 

(5) Both claim they are willing to leave their homeland and embrace Israel as their new home. 

Despite these similarities there are significant differences.  This will ultimately lead them to a 
different decision, which affects both their earthly destinations and eternal destinations.  One 
wrong step unfolds an awful chain of consequences.  Much often hangs on seemingly 
insignificant decisions. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

5. How is the situation for Naomi desperate now?  
 

6. Have you ever felt this desperate or have you known anyone who felt bitter like Naomi?  
 

7. Have you ever felt that God is against you? 
 

8. What is your testimony today?  What is the solution to feelings of bitterness?  
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CHAPTER THREE 
 

A Heart that is Fixed (Ruth 1:14-18) 
 

In the last study, Orpah and Ruth faced a very significant decision as to their future.  This 
decision had a critical spiritual element, as it involved whether to return to the idolatry of Moab 
or set out on a journey to embrace the true God of Israel.  From a human perspective the 
situation is hopeless for both these Moabite women.  Would they follow the examples of their 
Israelite in-laws and judge their circumstances independent of God?  

 

And they  l i f t ed  up the i r  vo i c e ,  and wept  aga in :  and Orpah kiss ed  her  mother  in  law;  but  Ruth c lave  unto  her .  

(v14) 

Orpah let her head rule her heart.  She was like the rich young ruler in Matthew 19 who 
counted the cost of discipleship and decided it was too much.  Today in a lost eternity neither 
Orpah nor the rich young ruler feels this way!  Her desire for a second husband was greater than 
any desire for God.  As she contemplated her life before her, she sought the immediate and 
temporal over the eternal.  Orpah left sorrowful but she still left, as she did not want to embrace 
the uncertain future trusting the God of Israel.  This verse shows clearly that an outwardly 
upright person can shed tears, express regret, but still ultimately make the wrong decision.  

The world would say that she made a sensible and pragmatic decision.  However, Orpah 
walked out of the Bible forever.  Even more tragically, she likely died a pagan in Moab putting 
her into a lost eternity in hell.  One of the saddest statements in Scripture is, “….thy sister-in-law is 
gone back unto her people, and unto her gods” (v15).  Many get close to a life of spiritual privilege but 
spurn the opportunity.  Judas spent over three years in the company of Jesus Christ but yet 
perished as he went “to his own place” (Acts 1:25).  Felix trembled under the preaching of the 
gospel but does not appear to finally repent.  Orpah was “not far from the kingdom of God” (Mark 
12:34) but sadly not close enough! 

Now the focus of the story swings to the other Moabite widow.  There is a great contrast 
here with the “but”.  This word “clave” is the same Hebrew word that is translated “cleave” in 
Genesis 2:24 to describe the uniting of a couple in marriage.  It has the idea of adhering like glue 
or totally identifying with.  This is what Ruth was doing – she wanted to permanently identify 
with the people of God like Naomi.  Her words in v16-17 confirm the theological significance of 
this act.  Rossier draws the contrast, 

“Good intention is not enough, for nothing less than faith will do in order to enter into 
relationship with grace.  The behavior of Orpah and of Ruth illustrates this principle.  In 
appearance there is no difference at all between them…..But it is possible to have a very 
amiable character without having faith.  Faith makes a gulf between these two women who 
are so similar in so many ways.  Confronted with impossibilities, the natural heart draws 
back, whereas faith is nourished on impossibilities and so increases in strength.  Orpah 
gives up a path, which has no outcome.  What could Naomi offer her?  She was ruined, 
stricken by God, and filled with bitterness; did she yet have sons in her womb to give as 



 

  15 

husbands to her daughters-in-law?  Orpah kisses her mother-in-law and returns to her 
people and to her gods.”  

A kiss of Orpah and Ruth’s clinging to Naomi meant a world of difference.  Naomi had 
presented Ruth with a grim scenario, but Ruth was not so easily moved.  Her heart was fixed on 
something higher than her immediate circumstances.  She could see further than Orpah or 
Naomi.  Ruth had seen Jehovah as the great covenant God.  Both Ruth and Orpah wept genuine 
tears, but only one embraced Jehovah as her God.  Many people are emotionally moved and 
weep over their sin but go on back to it.  Spurgeon put it well, 

“The kiss of outward profession is very cheap and easy, but the practical cleaving to the 
Lord, which must show itself in holy decision for truth and holiness, is not so small a 
matter.” 
 

And she  sa id ,  Beho ld ,  thy  s i s t e r - in - law i s  gone  back unto  her  peop l e ,  and unto  her  gods :  r e turn thou a f t e r  thy  

s i s t e r - in - law.  (v15) 

This is the third time Naomi effectively commands Ruth to return to her people!  Such a 
statement delineates the backslidden state of Naomi.  She was fully cognisant that sending these 
two young women back to Moab was effectively a spiritual death sentence.  For it would be 
sending them back to the polytheistic paganism associated with demonic child sacrifices (Psalm 
106:37).  Yet she encouraged both of them to do so.  It also proves that Naomi knew that the 
original decision to move to Moab was indicative of spiritual compromise.  She knew the land 
and the people were tied up with one’s faith. 

Ruth, by contrast, must be seen in a different light.  She is in the midst of a great spiritual 
struggle in her mind with a number of opportunities to return back.  Four times she has been 
encouraged to do so by words and circumstances (v7, v8, v11, v15).  Temptation is especially 
difficult to resist when it comes repeatedly and from the lips of one you love and respect.  The 
last temptation was the strongest, as it came immediately after Orpah’s example.  Peer pressure 
by your contemporaries is especially hard to resist. 

 

And Ruth sa id ,  Intr ea t  me not  to  l eave  thee ,  or  to  r e turn f rom fo l lowing  a f t e r  thee :  fo r  whi ther  thou goes t ,  I  

wi l l  go ;  and where  thou lodges t ,  I  wi l l  lodge :  thy  peop le  sha l l  be  my peop le ,  and thy  God my God:  Where  thou 

d i e s t ,  w i l l  I  d i e ,  and there  wi l l  I  be  bur i ed :  the  LORD do so  to  me,  and more  a l so ,  i f  ought  but  death par t  

thee  and me.  (v16-17) 

This is one of the greatest statements of faith in Scripture.  Ruth does not contradict 
Naomi’s naturalistic premises about the bleakness of her future in Israel.  It is wonderful to note 
that Ruth has been fully warned by Naomi as to the dangers and trials ahead should she go to 
Israel, yet she wants the God of Israel more.  She was acting like the true repentance of the 
Thessalonicans, “….ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (1 Thessalonians 1:9).  
In effect, she was forsaking all that she had ever really known to follow the one true God.  Ruth 
knew it was better to be a widow in Israel than a wealthy wife in Moab.  The gods of Moab no 
longer satisfied her soul.  She acted like Moses, “Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward” (Hebrews 11:26).  As Rossier 
observed, 
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“Ruth’s case is quite different.  What precious faith she displays: full of certainty, 
resolution, and decision!  No objection can change her mind.  How clearly faith sees its 
goal!  She listens to Naomi’s words but her decision has been made, for she knows only 
one path, which for her is the necessary path.  What are nature’s impossibilities before 
faith’s necessities?  Ruth neither allows herself to be deterred by the prospect of not finding 
another husband, nor even by the Lord’s hand stretched out against her mother-in-law;  in 
the obstacles that mount up she sees only so many new reasons for clinging to her decision.  
Naomi is everything to Ruth, and Ruth cleaves to Naomi.” 

Ruth had fully trusted the Lord as her God as Boaz later testified, “….a full reward be given 
thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust”. (Ruth 2:12).  We must not 
forget that tragedy, death and widowhood had come early to the life of this young woman.  Yet 
amidst this apparent hopelessness is the very situation that God’s grace can work through.  Ruth 
is not concerned with her future in Bethlehem without money or land or as a despised Moabite 
widow.  She never hints that she thought that God would provide a husband for her in 
Bethlehem.  Indeed, she is willing to accept that Naomi may well lodge in unattractive places in 
Israel which she is willing to share.  These words prove that she is committed to: 

(1) New Land 

(2) New Lifestyle 

(3) New People 

(4) New Lord 

Ruth chooses to focus on God that she has come to know and trust in.  She is more 
concerned about knowing Him than her material prospects.  Indeed, her resolute faith condemns 
the lack of faith in her Israelite in-laws.  If a Moabite girl born in paganism without a Bible and 
without the privileges of Judaism could trust God, why could this Jewish family from Bethlehem 
not?  Indeed, why can we not in our privileged circumstances?  

This incident shows that no matter what our background, grace can deliver, bless, and 
guide us.  Ruth had the same heart and spirit of the OT saints that we read, “And truly, if they had 
been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But 
now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for He 
hath prepared for them a city.” (Hebrew 11:15-16) 

This was not Ruth simply seeking a new adventure.  She makes it clear that faith in 
Jehovah is her motivation, “thy God, my God.” (v16)   She is willing to forsake her family, her 
culture, and her land to know Him.  This is not some transient emotion but she makes clear is a 
lifelong unconditional commitment.  It would be until death.  Even Naomi could see she was 
“steadfastly minded” (v18) to this path.  

Ruth left Moab with her whole future tied up in God in a “better country.”  No one reached 
out to encourage the soul of this beautiful young Moabite widow on that road to Bethlehem.  It 
is also notable that God did not promise her anything specifically, she saw no miracle, yet this 
Moabite woman is willing to forsake all and trust God to take care of her.  Alexander Maclaren 
makes a good contrast, 

“Put the sweet figure of the Moabitess beside the heroes of the Book of Judges, and we 
feel the contrast.  But is there anything in its pages more truly heroic than her deed, as she 
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turned her back on the blue hills of Moab, and chose the joyless lot of the widowed 
companion of a widow aged and poor, in a land of strangers, the enemies of her country 
and its gods?  It is easier far to rush on the spears of the foe, amid the whirl and excitement 
of battle, than to choose with open eyes so dreary a lifelong path.” 

Ruth’s in-laws did not consistently practise faith and fidelity to Jehovah.  It is amazing that 
Ruth did with their example.  The irony in this story is that the Moabite woman has more love, 
fortitude, and fidelity to the God of Israel than these Bethlehemites born in the privileges of the 
Covenant nation.  This is still evident today in the lives of many new converts who have been 
saved from godless backgrounds in contrast to the often apathetic and inconsistency seen in 
those brought up within Christian families in Bible-believing churches.  We need determination 
to fully follow the Lord.  It requires a clean break from the past of Moab.  Christianity is not 
some hobby that you can pick up and put down at will.  

Where did Ruth hear about Jehovah the Covenant God of Israel?  Somewhere along the 
line, God had revealed Himself to her as He did to Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 
12:1).  Time, culture, and circumstances do not limit God’s Sovereign workings of grace.  God 
has no difficulty reaching the least likely people in the least likely of places.  For instance, Rahab 
and the people of Jericho had heard the truths about Jehovah in pagan Canaan before Israel had 
arrived there (Joshua 2:9-11).  

The devil had placed every kind of obstacle to this young woman being converted but 
God’s grace is always greater.  Ruth came from the darkness of immorality and idolatry.  She also 
had lost her husband, brother-in-law, and father-in-law, which left her a penniless, lonely widow.  
Her fellow Moabitess sister-in-law had returned back as this seemed the sensible thing to do.  
The only believer close to Ruth was a backslidden and bitter mother-in-law.  Even she was 
against her embracing Jehovah.  Yet Ruth still trusted their God.  It truly is a story of the 
triumph of God’s grace, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 
saved us” (Titus 3:5a). 

Of course, it is inevitable that Elimelech’s family would have had an influence on Ruth.  
Certainly we see in v8-13 that Naomi unashamedly brings Jehovah into her conversation.  Ruth 
may also have heard the family saying the Shamah of Deuteronomy 6:4 or Naomi could have 
witnessed to her directly.  It is interesting that Ruth says, “thy God, my God” implying that at least 
some aspects of Naomi’s relationship with God influenced Ruth’s decision.  Naomi may have 
been backslidden but God can even work through our failures for His glory and testimony.  That 
does not excuse our failures, but it proves that they do not limit God.  Indeed, God took a 
backslidden prophet Jonah and used this imperfect instrument to bring about a great revival in 
Nineveh.  Often God’s acts of chastisement on His children by affliction can be grace to win 
others to Christ.  The Psalmist showed how far God can work good through evil, “Surely the 
wrath of man shall praise Thee” (Psalm 76:10a). 

One other thought must be considered here.  Naomi and Ruth both lived through the 
same circumstances in Moab.  Their sufferings paralleled one another.  Both lost beloved 
spouses and were left widows and destitute.  Yet, although both could see the workings of a 
Sovereign God they both came to very different conclusions.  Naomi recognized the Hand of 
God in chastisement and found just bitterness and emptiness.  She testified to Ruth, just before 
her magnificent pledge of v16-17, of her bitterness as “the hand of the LORD is gone out against me” 
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(v13b).  Ruth could also see the Hand of God and interpreted the chastisement of God as grace 
to draw her to Israel.  Ziesler put it well, 

“Naomi had chosen to focus on what she didn’t have, and had grown angry and bitter and 
had assumed God didn’t love her.  Ruth had chosen to focus on what she did have and was 
thankful, because everything had changed.  She had grown up as a worshiper of a demon 
and she now knew the God of Israel.  She had grown up among a people who had no 
future, and she now had the possibility of joining the people of God, the heirs of the 
promise, the ones to whom the Law had been given, the ones from whom Messiah would 
come.  She had the opportunity to have what she had never had: status in Israel, intimacy 
with God, a true friend.  She didn’t have a husband, but that was okay.  She was grateful 
for what she had.  She analyzed life 180 degrees opposite of the way Naomi analyzed life.” 

It certainly shows us that we should judge the workings of God by Scripture not 
necessarily by how others, especially backsliders, interpret it.  This incident also demonstrates 
that God takes careful note of our reactions to trials and difficulties.  Tribulation and 
chastisement can make us or break us.  

 

When she  saw that  she  was s t ed fas t l y  minded to  go  wi th  her ,  then she  l e f t  speaking unto  her .  (v18)  

You would have thought that after such a powerful and emotional covenantal pledge of 
adherence to the God of Israel and loving devotion to be with her widowed mother-in-law, that 
Naomi would have reciprocated.  Today, people frame the statement of Ruth’s in v16-17 on 
their walls.  Yet, Naomi just abruptly stops speaking to her as she could see that this woman was 
resolute in her faith.  Was she upset still at having an extra burden to keep in Bethlehem?  

Naomi does not know it yet, but Ruth will be an instrument of God’s grace abounding in 
Naomi’s life.  The last chapter has not been written in her life.  God brings her to the end of her 
tether but He does not leave her there.  At the end Bethlehem will testify, “….thy daughter-in-law, 
which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons….” (Ruth 4:15).  Ruth’s return with her will also 
bring in the line of David and ultimately the Messiah.  Orpah and Ruth made critical decisions in 
this chapter.  It did not appear significant to anyone watching the scene on the dusty road back 
to Bethlehem but time would reveal its importance.  

 
One ship sai l s  East  
And another West ,  

By the se l f same winds that blow; 
'Tis the se t  o f  the sai l s ,  

And not the gales ,  
That te l l s  them the way to go !  

 
Like the winds o f  the sea 
Are the waves o f  Time,  

As we voyage along through l i f e ;  
'Tis the se t  o f  the soul  

That determines the goal ,  
And not the calm or the s tr i f e !  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

9. What elements of true conversion do we see in Ruth’s life?  How does she evidence Luke 
9:57-62? 

 

10. How do we deal with a person who makes a profession of faith yet whose life does not 
demonstrate that?  

 
11. Can people look at your life, just as Ruth looked at Naomi’s, and say “I want your God to 

be my God!” 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

A Painful Return (Ruth 1:19-2:2) 
 

Chapter one covers more than ten years.  In the narrative we see a famine starts and ends, two 
marriages, three deaths, and two migrations.  Initially it seemed that Elimelech’s family had got 
away with it, but providence catches them up.  We don’t read that God ever speaks directly to 
this family during the decade away.  Often when we turn from His express will, He just lets us go 
our way and allows providence to chastise us.  As His beloved children, He never forgets us.  
This is a blessing before we completely destroy ourselves in sin.  

In our last study, we saw three very different women involved in critical spiritual decisions.  
Only one comes out of it well.  As Wiersbe succinctly describes the situation, “Naomi was trying 
to cover up; Orpah had given up, but Ruth was prepared to stand up!”  Naomi is seen as a 
bundle of contradictions in this chapter.  She invokes the name of Jehovah frequently yet seems 
to have no interest in the spiritual condition of her daughters-in-law.  Her advice shows how 
fragile her faith is at this point.  It is remarkable that after what Naomi had seen and suffered in 
Moab, she wants to send her own family back there! 

 

So they  two went  unt i l  they  came to  Beth l ehem. And i t  came to  pass ,  when they  were  come to  Beth l ehem, that  

a l l  the  c i t y  was moved about  them, and they  sa id ,  I s  th i s  Naomi? (v19)  

The remnant of the prodigal family now arrives home.  It doubtless took a few days for 
the journey as likely they did not have money for any form of transport and Naomi is no longer 
a youth.  This must have seemed an odd couple coming on the horizon to the people of 
Bethlehem.  Naomi clearly is well known as she is greeted by name despite being away for ten 
years.  Throughout the book the impression is that people were attracted to her.  Her name 
means “pleasant” and she seemed to live up to it. 

The people must have had many questions in their minds as they viewed Naomi with this 
strange young Moabite woman.  Her physical appearance must have shocked them as they asked, 
“Is this Naomi?” (v19)  The decade of compromise coupled with her sorrows had taken a toll on 
her appearance and personality. Matthew Henry observes, 

“it appears that she had formerly lived respectably, else there would not have been so much 
notice taken of her.  If those that have been in a high and prosperous condition break, or 
fall into poverty or disgrace, their fall is the more remarkable...Those with whom she had 
formerly been intimate were surprised to see her in this condition; she was so much broken 
and altered with her afflictions that they could scarcely believe their own eyes, nor think 
that this was the same person whom they had formerly seen, so fresh, and fair, and gay: Is 
this Naomi?  So unlike is the rose when it is withered to what it was when it was blooming.  
What a poor figure does Naomi make now, compared with what she made in her 
prosperity!” 
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And she  sa id  unto  them, Cal l  me not  Naomi,  ca l l  me Mara:  for  the  Almighty  hath dea l t  v ery  b i t t e r l y  wi th  

me.  I  went  out  fu l l  and the  LORD hath brought  me home aga in empty :  why then ca l l  y e  me Naomi,  s e e ing  the  

LORD hath t e s t i f i ed  aga ins t  me ,  and the  Almighty  hath a f f l i c t ed  me? (v20-21) 

This first meeting must have been what Naomi dreaded most of all.  Doubtless, she 
thought much about it in her mind on the long journey back.  Maybe she hoped they could slip 
in unnoticed but they were “the talk of the town.”  The hand of chastisement from the Lord can 
make you better or it can make you bitter.  In Naomi’s case she became bitter, whereas in Ruth’s 
situation she embraced the chastening to make her better.  Naomi was broken but not repentant 
– her body was home but her soul was not restored.  She was not forced to go out, as she went 
out with her husband and remained in Moab of her own volition. 

Naomi recites the historical incident from Exodus 15 of the bitterness of the waters of 
Marah as analogous to her experience.  It proves that she knew the Scriptures well and is again 
further evidence that her going to Moab was willful sin.  Naomi knew that providence recounted 
a telling story of her decade of disobedience in Moab, “I went out full and the LORD hath brought me 
home again empty” and “the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me.”  It took 
ten years and three deaths for her to acknowledge this but at least she now saw it.  

Often we act the same way and blame God when our lives do not turn out the way we 
planned such as in our careers, studies, finances, relationships etc.  We may even be willing to 
concede that it was God who hindered us or disciplined us but we are bitter and not repentant 
over it.  God does not remove the painful consequences of sin but He does work through them 
for our ultimate good.  

Naomi’s confession that, “I went out full and the LORD hath brought me home again empty.”  
This is a tremendous description of the backslider who spends his life in gathering the “wood, hay, 
stubble.” (1 Corinthians 3:12)  The pleasures of sin last for a season but only a season!  Like many 
embittered backsliders, Naomi does not see the blessings of the chastisement and what grace had 
still left her.  She is misinterpreting God’s work like Jacob when he testified, “….all these things are 
against me” (Genesis 42:36), when in fact God was working through them for the ultimate good 
of Jacob and his family.  

Ruth had lost her husband, father-in-law, and brother-in-law.  She saw the same facts as 
Naomi but interpreted them differently.  Job’s wife looked at their circumstances and bitterly 
advised, “curse God, and die.” (Job 2:9)  Job came to the opposite conclusion looking at the same 
facts, replied, “Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall we not receive evil?” (Job 2:10)  We cannot control the circumstances of our lives but 
we can control our response to them. 

However, Naomi was not truly empty.  God only took what was precious from her that 
supported her in her rebellion and sin.  The death of her husband and sons freed her to return to 
her God and her people.  Also, she did not return to Bethlehem alone, as she had her devoted 
and godly daughter-in-law with her.  It would have been a lonely and unsafe road in the days of 
the Judges alone.  More importantly Naomi still had Jehovah with her and on her side.  As John 
Wesley said on his deathbed, “best of all, God is with us.”  In fact, Naomi returned fuller than 
when she went out – she just did not discern it yet.  Besides, if Naomi had stayed as she thought 
“full” in Moab she would have missed out in her vital place in redemptive history.  She would 
have died in Moab praised by the world but lost from the Bible. 
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If Naomi had reflected more carefully of the story of the bitter waters at Marah in Exodus 
15 she would have recalled that the grace of God sweetened the bitterness.  He then provided in 
Exodus 15:27 a place called Elim with springs of water and palm trees.  Likewise God was 
orchestrating events to provide Ruth for her who would eventually be the instrument of grace 
that would transform not just her future but the future of this world through the Messiah.  Often 
we do the same and forget to “count our blessings.”  We need to do what Paul advised the 
Thessalonicans, “in every thing give thanks” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).  Spurgeon observes, 

“God can soon change our sweets into bitters, therefore let us be humble; but He can with 
equal ease transform our bitters into sweets, therefore let us be hopeful.  It is very usual for 
Naomi and Mara, sweet and bitter, to meet in the same person.  He who was called 
Benjamin, or “the son of his father’s right hand,” was first called Benoni, or “the son of 
sorrow.”  The comforts of God's grace are all the sweeter when they follow the troubles of 
life.” 

 

So Naomi r e turned ,  and Ruth the  Moabi t e s s ,  her  daughter  in  law,  wi th  her ,  whi ch  r e turned out  o f  the  country  

o f  Moab:  and they  came to  Beth l ehem in the  beg inning  o f  bar l ey  harves t .  (v22)  

The narrator at the end of the darkness and sorrow of chapter one points to a sliver of 
hope for Naomi.  Providence guides them to Bethlehem not at the end or even the middle of the 
harvest but “in the beginning of barley harvest.”  As Lyle observed, 

“Had Naomi and Ruth come before harvest they would been in difficulty for means to 
support themselves.  Had Ruth come after harvest she would have missed the opportunity 
of meeting Boaz.  You see, she was in the right place at the right time for all the blessings that were to 
follow. God in His providence was working for her.” 

God by these humbling providences had made no mistake in guiding them home just at 
this time.  His timing is never off.  The harvest was a time of hope, activity, and new beginnings.  
In Naomi’s excruciating pain, God was at work.  The reality was that both Naomi and Ruth were 
actually at the beginning of the most fulfilling times of their lives. 

 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

But trust Him for His grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 

He hides a smiling face. 

 

His purposes will ripen fast, 

Unfolding every hour; 

The bud may have a bitter taste, 

But sweet will be the flower. 
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At least Naomi recognized that God was behind her circumstances.  Too many fail to see 
this.  We can never turn a corner in life and discover that God is absent.  If we don’t see that 
then life would be comfortless.  Thomas points out, 

“God is in every detail and every circumstance, and even in the pain, and even in the hurt, 
and even in the tragedy; and that this also is part of His doing, because He intends to fulfill a 
plan that is far greater than we can ever imagine.  The plan, of course, was the birth of Jesus 
Christ, in the long run, through the lineage of Ruth and Boaz.” 

Often in our trials we conjure up the worst possible interpretations in our minds.  We 
forget the promises of God like Romans 8:28 all too quickly.  Nothing can touch our lives that 
God does not permit and nothing can thwart God’s ultimate designs for us.  We are not left to 
the winds of fate.  Men may act in evil ways but God’s overruling hand is at work everywhere in 
our fallen world.  His sovereignty extends to the acts of unbelievers, fallen angels, and even the 
devil.  This truth needs to be settled in each of our minds.  If we don’t grasp it, then our lives will 
be confused and chaotic. 

There are times in life when events seem to be out of control.  One of the great dangers in 
our lives is to judge a matter from the beginning rather than the end.  There is a very human 
propensity in all of us to judge what we cannot see by what we can see.  So this is where faith in 
God’s promises such as Romans 8:28 is so relevant.  We cannot avoid growing old, but we can at 
least avoid growing cold. 

You may be in a far country like Moab out of the will of God for many years, but any child 
of God who truly repents will always find a welcome from God.  As He told disobedient Israel, 
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). 

 

CHAPTER TWO 

 

And Naomi had a kinsman o f  her  husband's ,  a  mighty  man o f  wea l th ,  o f  the  fami ly  o f  El ime l e ch ;  and h is  

name was Boaz.  (v1)  

These first few verses of this second chapter are classic illustrations of the doctrine of 
providence in this book.  God is weaving together various strands of circumstances through the 
lives of three ordinary people: Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz.  With God at the helm things are not 
nearly as bleak as Naomi suggested on her arrival.  

Naomi now seems to fade in prominence with Ruth becoming increasingly the focal point 
of the story.  Most of chapter two is taken up with a 24 hour period.  Although the events will 
seem insignificant, all will have eternal significance.  When we get to heaven we will see the full 
biographies of our lives and how God orchestrated every event for the ultimate good. 

This is the first time we are introduced to Boaz.  He appears now as another piece of the 
jigsaw that is taking shape before our eyes.  The fact that he is introduced as a kinsman and a 
mighty man of wealth informs us of a number of things.  It firstly underlines the fact that 
Elimelech’s plight was not desperate when he went to Moab.  Secondly, it provides another ray 
of hope to Naomi and Ruth’s seemingly dark circumstances.  This ray will get brighter as the 
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story unfolds.  Thirdly, it introduces us to this godly man whom God will guide to marriage with 
a godly young woman from Moab. 

It is not known why Naomi did not appeal to this godly and generous man for immediate 
help.  In v20 it is obvious she knew of his relationship to her family.  Was it pride or was she still 
embittered that she was not thinking clearly?  Notwithstanding, we must see God at work here.  
In His perfect wisdom He will bring this wonderful couple together without any schemes of 
man’s imagination so that God gets the greatest glory.  I agree with McGee’s assessment, “There 
is not a more winsome character presented in the Old Testament than Boaz, and there is not a 
more lovely woman in the Bible than Ruth.” 

 

And Ruth the  Moabi t e s s  sa id  unto  Naomi,  Let  me now go  to  the  f i e ld ,  and g l ean ears  o f  corn a f t e r  h im in  

whose  s i gh t  I  sha l l  f ind grace .  And she  sa id  unto  her ,  Go,  my daughter .  (v2)  

Ruth does not sit around moaning her difficult circumstances.  Only one door is 
providentially open to her at that moment.  She has faith in God and utilises her God-given 
wisdom to live by her faith by taking God at His word.  She now knows Jehovah who Moses 
recalled, “He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food 
and raiment” (Deuteronomy 10:18).  Did Ruth hear that God had instructed His people to allow 
the poor to glean? (Leviticus 19:9-10; Deuteronomy 24:19-22)  Certainly she was aware of at least 
some of this as it was Ruth who took the initiative, “Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn 
after him in whose sight I shall find grace.” (v2) 

Gleaning was a God-ordained “welfare for work” programme to assist the poor and needy 
in Israel.  It reveals the concern of Jehovah for the poor amongst God’s people.  It is good for 
God’s people to consider those who are less well off than them.  After all “every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father….” (James 1:17)  The Apostle instructed the 
Galatians, “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).  In our economy the conventional wisdom is not to cut corners 
and survival of the fittest is the maxim.  This should not be the thinking of Christians.  

Gleaning was not the most attractive option.  It was humiliating, difficult, and tiring work 
in the hot Middle Eastern sunshine.  Believers are never encouraged to be lazy in the Bible.  
They are to serve, wherever providence places them to the glory of God.  Joseph found himself a 
young man enslaved in a foreign land with a different language, culture, and work practices from 
his relatively pampered existence as a rich man’s favoured son in Canaan.  However, rather than 
sulk and become embittered at his circumstances he seized the opportunity to serve for the glory 
of God.  Within a decade he was promoted to become head of Potiphar’s estate.  

Gleaning was especially dangerous for an attractive young woman in the times of the 
Judges when men took what they liked and did what they liked.  We read in the book of Judges 
of men in Gibeah acting like the men of Sodom and of Levites who had concubines and 
butchered them.  But Ruth believed that this was her Father’s world so if God directed her to 
this work then He could be trusted to take care of her.  Doubtless, she prayed before she left 
home for God’s direction and protection. 

It is not entirely clear why Naomi did not go with her.  Certainly two would be safer and 
Naomi knows the local area better.  She also has the advantage of being well known.  Some think 
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that she is too old as she testified in 1:12, “I am too old to have an husband” but she was able to 
make the journey from Moab so she cannot be that elderly or frail.  It is likely that she is still 
depressed and consumed by self.  She makes no reference to the dangers in the fields that Boaz 
was aware about. 

Notwithstanding, Ruth does not complain but graciously offers to go and work for both 
their wellbeing.  She wanted to be with Naomi and doesn’t mind sacrificing for her beloved 
mother-in-law’s benefit.  Her faith is a living faith of good works as James later explained, “Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world” (James 1:27).  Unseen by her, God first noted her selfless 
labour.  Very soon He would direct the attention of a man named Boaz to it. 

Ruth does not rush into this labour.  Wisely and meekly she seeks the counsel of one 
whom God has placed over her in authority, “Let me now go.”  The fields were not safe places to 
rush out into without the advice of experience.  As an attractive Moabite widow, with no human 
means of defence, Ruth would be a vulnerable target for any unscrupulous person in those 
lawless days.  Her desire was to be busy but only as soon as providence permitted.  She is not 
pushy or presumptuous.  Naomi responds kindly with “Go, my daughter.” (v2) 

Ruth is humble and takes the initiative by acknowledging God and allowing Him to direct 
her path.  She does her duty to honour her mother-in-law and then leaves God to take care of 
the consequences.  It is interesting that she uses the word “grace.”  Ruth had experienced the 
grace of God to save her and now she is willing to allow the same grace to guide her every step.  
If she does that, God will never let her down, as He delights to reward such faith.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

12. Why do we think more about the Lord in difficult times? 
 

13. What are some of the benefits of trials?  
 
14. List the things that you can see of God’s working in your life in the last seven days. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

Providence at Work (Ruth 2:3-9) 
 

Chapter two covers a period of mainly twenty-four hours.  The events may seem insignificant or 
even coincidental to the careless reader.  However, the discerning Bible student knows better.  
God is sovereign and ruling actively in the affairs of men.  We will also get in these short 
sentences a tremendous insight into the character of Boaz and of Ruth.  

Ruth had now left Moab geographically as well as theologically.  She went to more difficult 
outward circumstances in Bethlehem because God had touched her heart.  Ruth shows herself as 
a willing and selfless servant.  She had no proud reputation to lose so was content to take on the 
demeaning and dangerous task of a gleaner. 

These qualities flow from her faith.  As Spurgeon said, “He that is without faith is without 
works; and he that is without works is without faith.”  As we are faithful in our daily walk with 
God, He will guide us in our circumstances for the ultimate good.  Ruth humbly labours in a 
field that providence appointed in accordance with the revealed will of God (Deuteronomy 
24:19). 

Ruth has no angelic voices to guide her but just trusts in the Lord.  As she does so God 
will direct her path to greater service for, “What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall He teach 
in the way that He shall choose” (Psalm 25:12).  One writer observed, 

“If you want some interesting hours in the Bible, look up the passages where God appears 
to people and calls them to special service.  You will find that in most cases, if not in every 
case, when He came to them they were already busily engaged in some task.  Moses was 
tending the sheep.  Amos received his call while walking behind a plow.  Peter, James, John 
and Andrew were called to Christ’s service when mending their nets.  Some idly sit around 
waiting for God to call them to special service and wonder why they never hear His voice.  
God is looking to see how we are handling ordinary tasks of life before He entrusts us with 
the special things.  Put your whole energy into every task that comes your way and He will 
give you the opportunity to do bigger and greater things.” 

A “chance” meeting or conversation can literally change your life.  Neither Ruth nor Boaz 
could have imagined that they would meet their life partners that day.  But God’s providential 
workings cannot be judged at the beginning but at the end of the process.  Providence is a work 
that is seen through the spectacles of Scripture and hindsight.  Like the Lord guided Abraham’s 
servant in his divine matchmaking (Genesis 24:27) so the Lord would bring this wonderful 
couple together in His timing and in His way, “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His 
ears are open unto their prayers” (1 Peter 3:12a).  

 

And she went ,  and came, and g leaned in the f i e ld af t er  the reapers :  and her hap was to 
l ight  on a part  o f  the f i e ld be longing unto Boaz, who was o f  the kindred o f  Elimelech.  (v3) 
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The inspired writer wants his reader to grasp that the field that she entered was no 
coincidence.  He tells us, “her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz.”  This was not 
good fortune or fate but the providential leading of a Sovereign God.  Nothing catches Him by 
surprise.  He orders all the events and outcomes in all of our lives after the counsel of His 
Sovereign will, unaided and unadvised for His own glory.  God’s knowledge and power is so 
great that He counts the hairs on our head and notes the passing of a little sparrow.  His eye is 
on every man from the cradle to the grave.  Spurgeon put it well, 

“There is no doctrine more hated by worldings, no truth of which they have made such a 
football, as the great, stupendous, but yet most certain doctrine of the Sovereignty of the 
infinite Jehovah.  Men will allow God to be everywhere except on His throne.  They will 
allow Him to be in His workshop to fashion worlds and make stars……They will allow 
Him to sustain the earth and bear up the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or 
rule the waves of the ever-moving ocean; but when God ascends His throne, His creatures 
then gnash their teeth.  And we proclaim an enthroned God, and His right to do as He 
wills with His own, to dispose of His creatures as He thinks well, without consulting them 
in the matter; then it is that we are hissed and execrated, and then it is that men turn a deaf 
ear to us, for God on His throne is not the God they love.  But it is God upon the throne 
that we love to preach.  It is God upon His throne whom we trust.” 

God does not lead Ruth to just any field but the field belonging to Boaz.  There were 
many fields in Bethlehem and no road signs pointed to this one as Boaz’s.  There were at least 
two men who could act as kinsman redeemer for Ruth but God perfectly directs her to the one 
He wants her to marry amidst the sheaves of barley.  Jehovah is now going to bless her unselfish 
love and faith in His promises.  Ruth will be greatly blessed because she was where God wanted 
her to be. 

The word translated “hap” is an old English word coming from the same stem as 
“perhaps,” or “happens.”  It is a translation of a Hebrew verb sometimes used to describe events 
when God is in control.  It is used in Genesis 24:12 when Abraham’s servant prays to the Lord 
for help, “O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray Thee, send me good speed this day, and shew 
kindness unto my master Abraham.”  The verb here is translated, “send me good speed.”  Samuel Ridout 
observes of this event, 

“We see how everything is ordered of God, not by Ruth.  She does not know in whose 
field she is gleaning: “Her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz.”  
Humanly speaking, it was Rebekah’s hap to be at the well when Abraham’s servant came in 
search for a bride for his master’s son; it was the hap of the woman of Samaria to meet the 
Stranger from Judea, who had such words of life and grace to tell her.  But we know that 
what is man’s “hap” is God’s purpose, the purpose of love of Him who sees the end from 
the beginning and plans it all.  His eye was upon Rebekah, and He made her go out to the 
well the first to meet the servant of Abraham.  He constrained the woman of Samaria to go 
where she would meet the Son of God, and have her life transformed by the message He 
brought her.  He knows and He draws each of us, at the appointed time and in the 
appointed way, to the place of blessing.  How wonderful are His ways, and what love there 
is behind what seem to be the merest incidents.  God is absolutely sovereign.  All our 
blessings are from Him alone.  The work of grace, from beginning to end, is His.  
Therefore to Him alone is all the praise.” 
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But note that God intervenes when Ruth first took the step of faith, “And she went, and 
came, and gleaned in the field.”  Then we read, “her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz.”  There were no stars in the East to guide her, but now Ruth will be also able to testify like 
Abraham’s servant, “I being in the way, the LORD led me” (Genesis 24:27).  It is as we walk in the 
revealed will of God, that He then unfolds His perfect will of us in other areas, “In all thy ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.”  (Proverbs 3:6).  George Muller put it well, “If our 
circumstances find us in God, we shall find God in our circumstances.” 

God can just as easily guide our footsteps without pillars of cloud and fire.  The leading of 
providence in our circumstances is just as much God as a dream, vision or an angel speaking to 
us.  If God can bring such significance from a simple encounter in a field in Bethlehem, then 
why do we not trust Him today in our high-tech society?  Can we not trust Him also to 
orchestrate His wonderful plan in our supposed mundane circumstances or events?  Truly great 
things can come from seemingly insignificant events superintended by a great God.  We may not 
be able to always explain it but we must believe it always.  God is still on the throne. 

 

And, behold,  Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers ,  The LORD be with 
you.  And they answered him, The LORD bless  thee .  (v4)  

This expression “behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem” just lets us know that God is not just 
working to bring Ruth to Boaz’s field but also Boaz to the same field at the same time.  Ruth just 
happened  to be there, Boaz just happened  to be at the same field, and he just happened  to notice 
her.  Again, this was no happy coincidence in this incident.  Even Naomi recognized this was a 
gracious act of merciful providence, “Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the 
living and to the dead” (v20). 

A person’s words reveal much of the character of his heart.  The inspired narrator selects 
this interchange to illustrate the godliness of this man.  Boaz is a man that brings God into his 
conversation with his servants.  He is unashamed to honour God in all areas of his life.  
Throughout this book, it is notable how frequently and consistently Boaz brings Jehovah into his 
conversations (cf. 2:12; 3:10; 3:13).  Too many believers will use the language of Zion on a 
Sunday but drop it from their vocabulary on Monday.  They speak proudly or disrespectfully to 
those placed under them.  Someone once observed, “If a man cannot be a Christian in the place 
where he works he cannot be a Christian anywhere.” 

In the days of the Judges when most in Israel adopted lawless and effectively godless lives, 
God was part of Boaz’s thinking and business life.  His material life was governed by the 
spiritual.  It is interesting that this prayer of blessing, “The LORD be with you” is not some selfish 
prayer for a greater harvest for Boaz but that Jehovah would be with his workers.  Boaz’s desire 
and prayer is that God would manifest His presence in the lives of his servants.  It is reminiscent 
of the priestly blessing in Numbers 6:24.  In fact, it is worth noting that Boaz’s first words are 
not as to the physical harvest, but to the spiritual work. 

Such a God-centred master must have had an influence even in the days of the Judges.  
For we are told that they instantly responded with goodwill, “The LORD bless thee.”  Clearly 
Boaz’s servants have a comfortable, yet respectful relationship with him.  Often believers are 
indifferent to the spiritual needs of those they work alongside, but not Boaz.  We may try to hide 
behind the excuse that we live in spiritually dark days, but so were the days of the Judges.  This 
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spiritual consciousness is what made Boaz a “mighty man” in Bethlehem – he believed in and 
honoured a mighty God.  McGee notes, 

“God was reverently recognized in the harvest field by both the owner and the laborers.  
This all transpired in the days of the judges when there was decline, decay, and 
disintegration.  The remainder of Israel might forget God and turn to idols, but there was 
one man who did not forget Him but remembered Him even in the extension of a morning 
greeting.” 

 

Then said Boaz unto his  servant that was se t  over  the reapers ,  Whose damsel  i s  th is? And 
the servant that was se t  over  the reapers answered and said,  I t  i s  the Moabit i sh damsel  

that came back with Naomi out o f  the country o f  Moab: And she said,  I  pray you,  l e t  me 
g lean and gather af ter  the reapers  among the sheaves :  so she came,  and hath cont inued even 

from the morning unt i l  now, that she tarr ied a l i t t l e  in the house (v5-7) 

When Ruth set out for the fields that morning she desired that she would “find grace” (v2b).  
She was walking along in communion with her Saviour praying that she would find enough grace 
so that she and Naomi could eat for that day.  Unbeknown to her, God would use Boaz as the 
instrument of grace to a measure she could not have imagined.  All of our lives are made up of 
supposed simple choices that God uses for profound consequences.  

Boaz was not a man who was consumed with business but he noted and cared for people, 
including his workers.  Further evidence of this is his interest in the humble gleaner working in 
his field.  Ruth may be a Moabite widow and the opposite end to Boaz in the social spectrum in 
Bethlehem but that did not make him indifferent to her.  Nor was he hostile to another gleaner 
obtaining benefit from his substance.  It is often observed that people don’t care how much you 
know until they see how much you care.  Do you genuinely have interest in other persons?  Do 
you notice strangers coming into the Church or do they depart unnoticed and unwelcome? 

This was tiring, backbreaking work gleaning sheaves in the hot sun.  Ruth’s modesty, 
courtesy, and industry did not go unnoticed, “And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the 
reapers among the sheaves.”  Ruth did not demand her rights to glean by citing the Levitical law, 
especially in the field of a relative.  People observe and make judgments about us in a far more 
profound way than we give them credit for.  Discourteousness, presumption, and laziness should 
not be part of the life of a believer.  Ruth epitomised here what Peter commended in Christian 
women, “….the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Peter 
3:4).  

It is interesting to note that both Boaz and Ruth set wonderful examples of a believer by 
their words in their respective places of service.  They demonstrate that hard times don’t have to 
make hard people.  Words of grace and kindness cost nothing but mean much.  Spurgeon once 
rightly said, “The sermons most needed today are sermons in shoes.”  This incident certainly 
illustrates well to us the need to watch all aspects of our testimony before others. 

Now Ruth was at the critical place at the critical moment, oblivious to what the next 
conversation would lead to.  The Hand of God had fashioned this godly, generous, and caring 
man for a godly, humble, and faithful wife.  God’s providence is hard sometimes and our 
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circumstances may be very different from what we imagined.  But it always works for our 
ultimate good.  This is truly a book of hope. 

 

Then said Boaz unto Ruth,  Hearest  thou not ,  my daughter? Go not to g l ean in another 
f i e ld ,  ne i ther go from hence ,  but abide here fast  by my maidens:  Let thine eyes  be on the 

f i e ld that they do reap,  and go thou af ter  them: have I not  charged the young men that they 
shal l  not  touch thee? and when thou art  athirs t ,  go unto the vesse l s ,  and drink of  that 

which the young men have drawn. (v8-9) 

Boaz was not just a person who talked piously but he backed his words with godly actions.  
He went out of his way to make time to encourage a poor gleaner like Ruth that she is welcome.  
His focus was not on how big a crop he could get but how great a blessing he could be to others.  
She probably was too humble to initiate conversation with such a mighty man of wealth and her 
elder.  Boaz kindly calls this impoverished Moabite “my daughter” not just to show that she is 
younger, but to demonstrate that he wants to take her under his care as a family member. 

He goes on to demonstrate the familial interest in her by offering her the full use of his 
fields for her endeavours, “abide here fast by my maidens: Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, 
and go thou after them.”  He also offered refreshment, “and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and 
drink of that which the young men have drawn.”  This would save Ruth precious time in having to go 
and fetch her own water to drink.  It also showed that she was not to be regarded as unclean in 
being invited to drink from the same water vessels. 

We now see another facet of Boaz’s character emerging – his moral values and moral duty 
to others, “have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch thee?”  The fields were places noted 
for immorality in Scripture (Deuteronomy 22:25-27).  This must have been doubly so in the days 
of the Judges, when sexual immorality and lawlessness reigned in Israel.  Ruth being an 
impoverished Moabite widow and likely an attractive young woman would be especially 
vulnerable.  This gives us an insight into the humility and selflessness of Ruth in going to labour 
in such dangerous and tiring places to feed Naomi. 

Another notable point is that he takes the initiative here.  He could have told himself that 
he was doing more than enough by permitting her presence.  That fulfilled the letter of the 
Levitical law and this cost him personally.  Guzik notes, 

“We find it pretty easy to be kind to others when we can see a potential pay-off from our 
“investment;” but true kindness is shown when we extend ourselves to others who, as far 
as we can see, have nothing to give us.” 

Boaz has no idea that by his action in extending grace to this vulnerable young foreigner 
what God would do through that act of kindness.  Just as God had prepared him for marriage so 
God had prepared a wife of like character to match.  It is interesting to observe that never once 
are we told about the beauty of Ruth’s external appearance but the focus is on revealing the 
beauty of her inner character. 

Many commentators have noted the application of the incident to unmarried persons.  By 
Boaz’s actions here, he demonstrates that he would make a wonderful husband.  He has 
initiative, sympathy, and kindness to this woman.  Unmarried ladies should look for such godly 
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characteristics in a future husband.  The secret to a successful marriage for a woman is that the 
man be a man of God. 

Providentially the fact that both she and Boaz will be caught off guard by their encounter 
heightens their sense of appreciation by their reactions one to another.  They would truly see the 
real character of the person underneath.  Ruth will witness that Boaz is a man not merely 
motivated by duty but by the compassion of Christ.  

 

While providence supports ,  

Let saints  secure ly  dwel l ;  

That hand which bears al l  nature up 

Shal l  guide His chi ldren wel l .  

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

15. What does this passage teach you about the workings of God’s providence? 
 

16. How difficult is it to bring the Lord into your conversation at work?  
 
17. List some acts of providence that you have seen in your own life. 
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CHAPTER SIX 
 

Grace at Work (Ruth 2:10-23) 
 

Chapter two is an exciting chapter delineating the providential workings of a Sovereign God.  It 
was an intimidating task that lay ahead of Ruth that morning in the harsh sunshine and overt 
dangers of the harvest fields.  Would she as a Moabitess be accepted or rejected by the people of 
Bethlehem?  Doubtless, Ruth went with many inward fears but still trusting her Lord.  She went 
with the essence of a great hymn in her heart, 

“Tho' Satan should buffet 

Tho' trials should come 

Let this blest assurance control 

It is well. It is well with my soul.” 

When she gets to the place that God wants her to be, she finds that God has placed a man 
to encourage and bless her.  These may even have been the first kind words she heard since she 
left Moab.  The next event is to see how Ruth will respond to this act of grace that she prayed to 
find in v2.  How she responds reveals much of the character of this woman.  

 

Then she  f e l l  on her  fa c e ,  and bowed herse l f  to  the  ground,  and sa id  unto  h im, Why have  I  found grace  in  

th ine  ey es ,  that  thou shou ldes t  take knowledge  o f  me ,  s e e ing  I  am a s t ranger?  (v10) 

Ruth gives a wonderful reaction of meekness and humility to this act of grace bestowed 
upon her.  It is refreshing to note that she did not have an inflated opinion of herself.  Nor did 
she assume that God owed her anything just because Boaz was a kinsman or because the 
Levitical law gave her a right to glean.  Indeed, her very question showed a spirit of humility.  
She even points out that she is a mere “stranger.”  Ruth wonderfully illustrates the truth that Peter 
stated centuries later, “Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5) 

We live in a day when people, even believers, demand what they feel are “their rights.”  
Piper points out,  

“She is very different from most people today.  We expect kindness and are astonished and 
resentful if we don’t get our rights.  But Ruth expresses her sense of unworthiness by 
falling on her face and bowing to the ground.  Proud people don’t say thanks.  Humble 
people are made even more humble by being treated graciously.  Grace is not intended to 
lift us out of lowliness.  It’s intended to make us happy in God.” 

It is worth observing at this point the great wisdom of God’s providence.  Boaz was the 
son of Rahab the harlot.  She was a Gentile proselyte from Jericho.  From such a lineage, this 
man is likely to be especially favourable to the needs of another Gentile proselyte like Ruth.  In a 
time when Israelite men would likely be averse to marrying a Gentile widow, Boaz would not 
necessarily have the same intuitive rejection. 
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In her first encounter with Boaz, Ruth finds grace and kindness from this godly man.  She 
in turn responds in meekness and humility.  It is interesting to note in passing that Boaz’s great 
grandson, David was also a kind and generous man (2 Samuel 9).  He also proved to be a meek 
and humble man (2 Samuel 7:18-19).  These qualities can have a continuing legacy in covenant 
families.  

 

And Boaz answered  and sa id  unto  her ,  I t  hath fu l l y  been shewed me,  a l l  that  thou has t  done  unto  thy  

mother - in - law s ince  the  dea th o f  th ine  husband:  and how thou has t  l e f t  thy  fa ther  and thy  mother ,  and the  

land o f  thy  nat iv i t y ,  and ar t  come unto  a  peop le  which  thou knewes t  no t  here to for e .  The LORD recompense  

thy  work,  and a fu l l  r eward be  g iv en thee  o f  the  LORD God o f  I srae l ,  under  whose  wings  thou ar t  come to  

t rus t .  (v11-12) 

Boaz’s reply not only demonstrates that he is familiar with Ruth’s history, but that he 
understands the spiritual significance of this step of faith in leaving Moab involved faith in 
Jehovah, “under whose wings thou art come to trust.”  This metaphor pictures beautifully the tender 
care of the Almighty for His children.  Naturally, as the son of another Gentile proselyte Boaz 
would be cognisant of that fact that her migration was more than filial kindness to Naomi. 

Boaz is a man who looks out for any he can bless both in word and in deed.  He sees 
himself as privileged to be a blessing to others in God’s kingdom.  His words are full of grace 
and encouragement for others.  We tend to forget how powerful words can be even in our daily 
lives.  

We cannot help but noticing again how Boaz weaves in the name of the Lord into this 
“chance” conversation with a helpless widow in his field of business.  His statement is in effect a 
prayer of blessing upon her, “The LORD recompense thy work.”  However, what Boaz does not 
know is that he will be God’s instrument to effect a great part of this blessing upon this woman.  
When we pray, we need to remember to be willing to be the answer. 

Despite the fact that Ruth has just arrived, without a PR agent, her testimony is already 
noticeable.  Character impresses people and word travelled fast in a place like Bethlehem.  As 
one writer said, “People look at me six days a week to see what I mean on the seventh day.”  
Everybody around Ruth has a high opinion of her, except she herself.  Ruth and Boaz set 
incredibly high standards for us here in this chapter.  The “Bethlehemites” of this world have 
their eyes on the children of the King.  What would they report of you this week?  

We are the Bibles the world is reading. 

We are the truths the world is needing. 

We are the sermons the world is heeding. 

 

Then she  sa id ,  Let  me f ind favour  in  thy  s i gh t ,  my lord ;  fo r  that  thou has t  comfor t ed  me ,  and for  that  thou 

has t  spoken f r i end ly  unto  th ine  handmaid ,  though I  be  not  l ike  unto  one  o f  th ine  handmaidens .  (v13) 

We can only but imagine the impact of these words on Ruth.  Boaz’s sincere and public 
praise does not make her proud.  She responds again with humility, gratitude and respect for 
these words of kindness.  It is good to acknowledge when others have blessed us.  An ungrateful 
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person is one who despises the very idea of grace, which reflects kindness received that is 
undeserved.  The poison of ingratitude is prevalent in the church today.  It is a sin and one, 
which we are told, will dominate the last days, “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy,” (2 Timothy 3:1-2) 

 

And Boaz sa id  unto  her ,  At meal t ime come thou h i ther ,  and ea t  o f  the  bread ,  and d ip  thy  morse l  in  the  

v inegar .  And she  sa t  bes ide  the  r eapers :  and he  r eached her  parched corn ,  and she  d id  ea t ,  and was su f f i c ed ,  

and l e f t .  And when she  was r i s en  up to  g l ean ,  Boaz commanded h i s  young men,  say ing ,  Let  her  g l ean even 

among the  sheaves ,  and reproach her  no t :  And l e t  fa l l  a l so  some o f  the  handfu l s  o f  purpose  for  her ,  and l eave  

them, that  she  may g l ean them, and rebuke her  no t .  (v14-16) 

Boaz extends grace upon grace.  He goes well beyond the call of duty and pays for her 
necessities from his own resources.  Many would have argued that he was being too hasty in his 
kindness to someone he had just met.  But Boaz was a man who clearly did not mind the risk of 
being taken advantage off, if there were a chance he could be a blessing to the helpless.  His 
primary focus was not what can I get from this woman but what can I do to be a blessing.  All of 
us need to cultivate the same unselfish spirit.  Do we have a heart for the outcast who appears to 
offer little or no return on any act of kindness? 

It was clearly a generous portion as she had some left over (v18b).  Ruth was even thinking 
about the needs of Naomi when she was being blessed.  Boaz shows his kindness by personally 
serving her with these special treats of bread dipped in vinegar and roasted corn.  This is 
especially significant as the Jews refused to sit with Gentiles at meals (cf. Acts 10:28) so this was 
a public recognition of his acceptance of her as a member of Israel.  Every true believer should 
receive a welcome from us (Matthew 10:42).  A man may come as a stranger but he should leave 
as a friend.  

The vinegar was known as an effective thirst quencher in the intense heat.  Doubtless, 
Ruth’s grace and humility have impressed Boaz.  He then instructs his workers to give an 
additional blessing to this woman by deliberately dropping sheaves.  Guzik points out, “Boaz 
wants to bless Ruth, but he doesn’t want to dishonor her dignity by making her a ‘charity’ case.” 

Boaz’s kindness to Ruth went beyond mere words.  He is a man with a big heart.  Many 
believers are good at talking fine words but do not back them up with equally fine acts.  Boaz 
was a man who spoke wonderful words and did wonderful things.  He delighted in being the 
instrument to bless those whom God loved.  John Wesley always advised his people, “Do all the 
good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the souls you can, in every place you can, at all the 
times you can, with all the zeal you can, as long as ever you can.” 

  

So she  g l eaned in  the  f i e ld  unt i l  ev en ,  and beat  out  that  she  had g l eaned :  and i t  was about  an ephah o f  

bar l ey .  And she  took i t  up ,  and went  in to  the  c i t y :  and her  mother - in - law saw what  she  had g l eaned :  and she  

brought  for th ,  and gave  to  her  that  she  had res erved  a f t e r  she  was su f f i c ed .  And her  mother - in - law sa id  unto  

her ,  Where  has t  thou g l eaned today? and where  wroughtes t  thou? b l e s s ed  be  he  that  d id  take knowledge  o f  

thee .  And she  shewed her  mother - in - law wi th  whom she  had wrought ,  and sa id ,  The man's  name wi th  whom I  

wrought  today i s  Boaz.  (v17-19) 
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Ruth was no slouch.  The kindness of Boaz did not lead her to complacency or taking 
things for granted.  Instead it emboldens her to labour more.  She worked till the evening and 
only returned home once she had beaten out the chaff.  God had done His part in bringing her 
to this field and moving the heart of Boaz to help her.  But Ruth must now do her part in taking 
advantage of the grace granted to her.  Being a woman of faith worked itself out in these 
practical areas of life.  She certainly fulfilled the criteria of a Proverbs 31 woman, “She looketh well 
to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.” (v27) 

When Ruth returned home she must have been tired but with a heart overflowing with 
thankfulness to God and joy.  There was plenty to eat and plenty to talk about.  The liberality of 
Boaz ensured that she had an ephah of barley which is somewhere between 20-30 pounds.  This 
would be enough to feed herself and Naomi for many days.  The blessing of Jehovah that Boaz 
prayed for Ruth is now beginning to be realized.  When we trust God and step out in faith He 
can do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think. 

Ruth shows the unselfish nature of her character by reserving some of the delicacies given 
to her by Boaz for Naomi, “and she brought forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was 
sufficed.”  The carnal mind would have argued that Naomi had done nothing to help her and did 
not deserve this.  But that was not the heart of this woman Ruth.  It is remarkable what grace 
can do.  We cannot imagine she learned such thoughtfulness and acts of selflessness amidst the 
paganism of Moab.  Both Boaz and Ruth reveal the image of Christ by their actions.  For it was 
the Master who said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35b) 

Naomi could deduce from the quantity that someone had deliberately sought to be a 
blessing by assisting her.  Without even knowing the name of the person, she instinctively prays a 
blessing on Boaz.  That is a good attitude to have.  This is the first indication that Naomi’s heart 
is now changing.  The bitterness of Marah is going to be sweetened in her soul.  Rays of light 
begin to shine on her previously grieved heart. 

 

And Naomi sa id  unto  her  daughter - in - law,  Bles s ed  be  he  o f  the  LORD, who hath not  l e f t  o f f  h i s  kindness  to  

the  l i v ing  and to  the  dead .  And Naomi sa id  unto  her ,  The man i s  near  o f  kin unto  us ,  one  o f  our  next  

kinsmen.  (v20) 

Acts of kindness can often have a far greater benefit than we can imagine.  God will use 
Boaz’s generosity to soften the bitter heart of Naomi.  She begins to discern the gracious Hand 
of providence, “Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead.”  
Just a short time before, Naomi bitterly reflected, “Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty 
hath dealt very bitterly with me.” (1:20) 

God had not changed, but Naomi’s perspective had.  She now sees His attributes of love 
and mercy.  God is always faithful in taking care of His children.  This word “kindness” here is 
the Hebrew hesed, which is a covenantal word emphasizing the loving faithfulness of God.  
Naomi is begging to remember that God promises, “yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love.”  The whole book of Ruth is an illustration of the hesed of God.  Sometimes we may not 
feel this, but as Paul reminded us, “But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 

It is especially good when other people can see us as God’s instrument of grace in their 
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lives.  God was using both Boaz and Ruth to turn Naomi’s bitterness into gratitude and hope.  
This reference to the near kinship of Boaz may be an indication that a thought is beginning to 
formulate in Naomi’s mind, as to a possible match.  

 

And Ruth the  Moabi t e s s  sa id ,  He sa id  unto  me a l so ,  Thou sha l t  keep fas t  by  my young men,  unt i l  they  have  

ended a l l  my harves t .  And Naomi sa id  unto  Ruth her  daughter- in - law,  I t  i s  good ,  my daughter ,  that  thou go  

out  wi th  h i s  maidens ,  that  they  mee t  thee  no t  in  any o ther  f i e ld .  (v21-22) 

Ruth was still clearly touched by the many acts of kindness by Boaz.  She adds another – 
that of his concern for her safety.  Naomi immediately recognized the wisdom in this offer and 
concurs.  Previously she had ignored the leadings of providence in her life by seeking for greener 
grass in Moab, but now she is wise enough not to trust her own wisdom here. 

 

So she  kept  fas t  by  the  maidens  o f  Boaz to  g l ean unto  the  end o f  bar l ey  harves t  and o f  wheat  harves t ;  and 

dwe l t  wi th  her  mother - in - law.  (v23) 

We see another quality shining forth in Ruth – her submission to her elders and those with 
greater experience.  She did not think that she knew best just because God had given her 
spiritual insight and had blessed her work.  

In addition, Ruth proves that she has perseverance as she labours, “unto the end of barley 
harvest and of wheat harvest.”  This period is around 3 months from late March until the middle of 
June.  Boaz also demonstrates his faithfulness in permitting her to glean freely at his own 
expense.  Many believers in an emotional high can labour fervently for the Lord or can exhibit 
sporadic acts of kindness.  Sadly, this often lasts just a few days.  But the Christian life is a 
marathon not a sprint!  

Ruth’s pledge to be with Naomi was no transient emotion.  Now she has some prospects, 
she does not run around seeking a husband or a more exciting social life.  Faithfully and selflessly 
she laboured in the heat of the harvest for Naomi.  The narrator adds the final sentence to 
demonstrate her consistency, “and dwelt with her mother-in-law.”  Both Boaz and Ruth show one 
another that they are consistent in their commitments and characters. 

The final phrase also draws the reader’s attention that Ruth is still without a husband.  But 
just as God had proved His faithfulness in providing sustenance, so He would prove faithful in 
this next step.  Naomi and Ruth could trust Him to lead in His perfect timing in the next step.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

18. What does this passage teach you about God’s faithfulness? 
 

19. How difficult is it to be consistent in your kindness to others?  
 
20. List the godly qualities of Boaz and Ruth. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

An Unusual Proposal (Ruth 3:1-11) 
 

Life was not a bed of roses for a gleaner in Israel but we do not read of Ruth complaining or 
trying to use human wisdom to find a way out.  In fact the end of the previous chapter we are 
told she remained faithful to the leading of providence, “she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean 
unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother-in-law.” (2:23b) 

Finding a godly life partner has never been an easy task in any age.  This is even more 
onerous for a poor Moabite widow in the days of the Judges.  But providence was working to 
bring these two wonderful individuals together.  Both Boaz and Ruth have had an extended 
period observing each other’s character at close quarters and in difficult circumstances.  So when 
the moment of decision comes, both will have thoughtfully reflected on the qualities of each 
other.  

At the end of chapter two we saw a change in Naomi.  God had used Ruth and Boaz to be 
His instrument of grace to change the heart and perspective of Naomi from despair and 
bitterness to hope and renewed faith.  She now began to recognise the blessings of providence 
working for her good.  As she does so, her attitude to others changes. 

For the first time, she begins to consider the needs of Ruth and her focus is not simply on 
Naomi.  That is the mark of a believer, “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others” (Philippians 2:3-4).  Naomi now sees a future that is not as bleak or hopeless as 
she once thought. 

 

Then Naomi her  mother - in - law sa id  unto  her ,  My daughter ,  sha l l  I  no t  s e ek res t  fo r  thee ,  that  i t  may be  we l l  

w i th  thee?  (v1)  

The “then” gives a time element from the close of chapter two.  The wheat and barley 
harvest was around four months and is now past.  Only the threshing remains to be done.  As 
Boaz is now threshing this harvest (v2), approximately four months must have passed since he 
and Ruth first met.  During this time, Naomi has been thinking and a plan has formed in her 
mind.  It is not unusual for Eastern families to allow parents to arrange marriages (cf. Genesis 
24:3; 34:4). 

In chapter one Naomi had prayed, “The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the 
house of her husband.” (v9)  Now, she will play an integral part in answering this prayer.  It is 
interesting to note that Naomi’s principal focus here is not on her needs or the need to protect 
the inheritance of Elimelech, but for the wellbeing of Ruth, “My daughter, shall I not seek rest for 
thee, that it may be well with thee.”  This unselfish attitude stems from the turning point at the end of 
the last chapter.  Her heart now goes out in hope and love to this young widow.  Her hope is for 
“rest” in this marriage – such peace can only come from a union with a man of God.  

Now, even though Naomi had prayed for the Lord to lead in guidance of a marriage for 
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Ruth, she is not meant to be passively waiting for this to happen.  Just as Ruth had to go out and 
actively glean, so Naomi has to play an active role in this process that providence has led.  Divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility are not contradictory but are both beautifully interwoven 
to realise the purpose of God. 

And now i s  no t  Boaz o f  our  kindred ,  wi th  whose  maidens  thou wast?  Beho ld ,  he  winnoweth bar l ey  ton ight  in  

the  thresh ing f loor .  Wash thyse l f  ther e for e ,  and ano int  thee ,  and put  thy  ra iment  upon thee ,  and ge t  thee  down 

to  the  f loor :  but  make not  thyse l f  known unto  the  man,  unt i l  he  sha l l  have  done  ea t ing  and dr inking .  And i t  

sha l l  be ,  when he  l i e th  down,  that  thou sha l t  mark the  p lace  where  he  sha l l  l i e ,  and thou sha l t  go  in ,  and 

uncover  h i s  f e e t ,  and lay  thee  down;  and he  wi l l  t e l l  thee  what  thou sha l t  do .  (v2-4)  

It is clear that Naomi had thought this strategic night time encounter through, as Boaz was 
a near kinsman, the son of a Gentile, and his kindness to Ruth indicated that he may be willing to 
take Ruth as his bride.  The fact that both Boaz and Ruth were of the same godly character may 
also have played a part in Naomi’s thinking that this was an ideal match.  The custom of Levirate 
marriage (Latin levir = “husband’s brother”) seems to predate the Mosaic law, as we see Tamar 
invoking it in Genesis 38.  However, Naomi would be aware that Moses gave it to Israel as a 
legal right, “If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not 
marry without unto a stranger: her husband’s brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and 
perform the duty of an husband’s brother unto her. And it shall be, that the firstborn which she beareth shall 
succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name be not put out of Israel.” (Deuteronomy 25:5-
6) 

Not only could Boaz potentially redeem the name but also the land (Leviticus 25:25). Both 
these two laws would come together in this plan of Naomi’s.  The threshing floors were 25-40 
feet in diameter and constructed in exposed public places to get the full benefit of the wind.  
This would normally have been usually located outside a town.  At harvest time they would be 
vulnerable to attack from invaders (cf. 1 Samuel 23:1).  We must see the way Naomi thought this 
through: 

(1) It would be after Boaz had harvested, eaten, and drunk, as he would likely be more 
amenable to such a proposition then.  

(2) Ruth was to wash herself and anoint so she would be free from the smells of the harvest 
labour.  Doubtless these were the fragrant oils of the East, which made the wearer pleasant to 
others.  

(3) Ruth was to change her raiment.  Even though she may not have a large wardrobe, she 
should look her best for this occasion.  This was a crucial encounter. 

(4) Ruth was to lie at the feet of Boaz (not his side) and await his instructions.  This indicated 
her modesty and submission.  As he was much older and seemed to believe she would not be 
interested in him (3:10), Naomi was confident that Boaz would get the message and seize the 
initiative, “and he will tell thee what thou shalt do.” 

WAS NAOMI RIGHT IN THIS SUGGESTION? 

There is much conjecture amongst the commentators as to the nature of this plan by 
Naomi.  It seems to be premised on an accepted local custom in Bethlehem.  Those who believe 
that her suggestion here was reasonable point out that this was in a public place and Ruth’s 
modesty would be protected because of that.  Other men would be there with Boaz to guard the 
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harvest.  Additionally, Naomi does not hint at any immorality as she merely suggests that Ruth 
lies at Boaz’s feet and uncover those.  

Others also point out that the Bible never even makes any inference that this was wrong.  
Certainly, Ruth did not hesitate to follow this instruction nor does Boaz reproach her for it.  
Another factor may have persuaded Naomi despite the risks.  She knows Ruth is a virtuous 
woman and that Boaz loves the Lord and has shown that he is concerned to protect Ruth’s 
virtue before in 2:9.  Besides doing this at night would allow Boaz the opportunity to refuse 
without the whole town knowing. 

Those, however, who disagree with Naomi’s plan point out other approaches would have 
been more satisfactory.  There is nothing in the law of Moses that indicates that this was the way 
to broach the subject.  Deuteronomy 25 teaches that at least part of this levirate law was to be 
carried out in a public manner before the elders of the city.  It is interesting that Boaz, who was a 
man of wisdom and integrity, does that subsequently.  This is suggestive that Naomi should have 
suggested the same method to Ruth.  In fact, Boaz seems to imply that for Ruth to be there at 
night was unwise as he arranges for her to leave discreetly to protect her testimony as he said, 
“Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor.” (v14)  Deffingbaugh points out, 

“If this were a standard method of proposing marriage, then why wouldn’t everyone 
understand Ruth’s presence and her actions?  Why would Ruth’s being there threaten the 
reputation of Boaz, or of Ruth?” 

In the days of the Judges when men lived lawless, it would appear that Naomi’s plan was 
reckless and unwise.  It leaves Ruth vulnerable both from accusations as to her motives and from 
unscrupulous men who would think nothing of taking advantage of her.  Indeed, later Boaz 
advised that she tarry the night near him, as evidently the area was not safe for Ruth to be in 
(v13).  An attractive young Moabite widow should not have been placed in such an exposed 
position that could ruin her testimony.  As Matthew Henry says, “that the tinder and spark were 
brought very near.”  Boaz’s example in chapter four illustrated that there was a better way. 

It seems to me that Naomi has the right motive and even correctly recognised the leading 
of providence in bringing this couple together, but she adopted the wrong method.  Throughout 
her life she seems an impulsive and strong willed person who inclines to the wisdom of the flesh.  
This is just another example of it.  She would have been wiser to use non-questionable methods 
and then trusting in providence to take its course without such an elaborate and manipulative 
strategy.  Clarke points out, 

“On the whole, we must say, had not Boaz been a person of extraordinary piety, prudence, 
and continence, this experiment might have been fatal to Ruth.  We cannot easily account 
for this transaction; probably Naomi knew more than she revealed to her daughter-in-law.  
The experiment however was dangerous, and should in no sense be imitated.” 

  

And she  sa id  unto  her ,  Al l  that  thou sayes t  unto  me I  wi l l  do .  And she  went  down unto  the  f l oor ,  and d id  

ac cord ing  to  a l l  that  her  mother - in - law bade her .  And when Boaz had ea ten  and drunk, and h is  hear t  was 

merry ,  he  went  to  l i e  down at  the  end o f  the  heap o f  corn :  and she  came so f t l y ,  and uncovered  h i s  f e e t ,  and 

la id  her  down.  (v5-7)  

It is difficult to point much criticism of Ruth for this.  Doubtless, she was ignorant of the 
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local customs and her habit was to submit to Naomi without question.  Maybe any doubts she 
had did not feature prominently as she was confident of the integrity of Boaz.  We can only 
imagine her excitement and the tension as she followed these instructions to the very letter.  
There she patiently waited for the events to unfold, which must have made her pulse race the 
more.  It must be pointed out that Ruth makes no attempt to seduce Boaz and the inspired 
author chooses His words carefully to remove any trace of impropriety.  For instance, three 
times it is emphasized that Ruth was at the feet of Boaz. 

The statement that Boaz was “merry” does not indicate that he was drunk or Ruth was 
trying to take advantage of him.  The Hebrew word just simply means “joyful,” which would be 
the case when he saw how God had blessed him.  Now after a tiring day of work and full meal 
he is content.  Harvest time was one of joy for godly Jews (Deuteronomy 16:15, Isaiah 9:3, 
16:10).  Certainly Boaz’s clear thinking when he woke up does not indicate that he was drunk in 
any way.  Guarding the harvest in the dangerous days of the Judges would be foolish if he was 
drunk.  

 

And i t  came to  pass  a t  midnight ,  that  the  man was a f ra id ,  and turned h imse l f :  and ,  beho ld ,  a  woman lay  a t  

h i s  f e e t .  And he  sa id ,  Who ar t  thou? And she  answered ,  I  am Ruth th ine  handmaid :  spread there for e  thy  

skir t  over  th ine  handmaid ;  fo r  thou ar t  a  near  kinsman.  (v8-9)  

It may have been the action of Ruth that exposed his feet to the cold that awoke Boaz.  Or 
it may have been the Lord providentially awakened him.  In the darkness of midnight, he may 
have feared that he was about to be attacked.  Wiersbe says, 

““Life is full of rude awakenings,” and more than one Biblical character would agree.  
Adam went to sleep and woke up to discover that he had been through surgery and he was 
now a married man.  Jacob woke up to discover that he was married to the wrong woman.” 

In the excitement of the moment, Ruth does not forget her position.  She presents herself 
not as Boaz’s equal but with characteristic submission and humility she replies, “I am Ruth thine 
handmaid.”  However, in the tension and drama Ruth seemingly forgets or ignores what Naomi 
had told her “thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do” 
and immediately made her objective clear, “spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a 
near kinsman.”  These words were an Eastern idom for requesting Boaz to make Ruth his wife, as 
spreading a garment around a woman symbolized protection as well as fellowship. 

The words may have been an idiom but the fact that Ruth seized the initiative and uttered 
them is suggestive that she wanted the message of her coming to be unambiguous and not 
misinterpreted.  She was no seductress.  For by these words Ruth reminded Boaz not only of his 
status as a kinsman under God’s law but of the previous blessing he prayed, “a full reward be given 
thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust” (2:12). Interestingly, the 
Hebrew word for “skirt” and “wings” is the same.  These words spoken four months before seem 
to have stayed in her heart.  It indicates that she had thought through this prospective union 
from a spiritual perspective.  Ruth does not want Boaz to see this as an illicit temptation.  She 
wants Boaz to be God’s instrument of protection and love for her.  Already he had done this in 
part by his care and kindness to her in the fields.  
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And he  sa id ,  Ble s s ed  be  thou o f  the  LORD, my daughter :  fo r  thou has t  shewed more  kindness  in  the  la t t e r  

end than at  the  beg inning ,  inasmuch as  thou fo l loweds t  no t  young men,  whether  poor  or  r i ch .  And now, my 

daughter ,  f ear  not ;  I  wi l l  do  to  thee  a l l  that  thou requires t :  fo r  a l l  the  c i t y  o f  my peop le  do th know that  thou 

ar t  a  v i r tuous  woman.  (v10-11) 

Until this point the reader may wonder why Boaz had not approached the subject, as he 
clearly was attracted to Ruth.  However, here he makes it clear that he believed that he was too 
old for her.  Also he knew that there was another kinsman (v12) who had the right to marry 
Ruth over him.  As a man of integrity, he would not use the lawlessness of the Judges as an 
excuse for him to set aside God’s law. 

Again we must note the kind and godly character of Boaz.  He truly is a remarkable man.  
Despite the fact that he had been woken out of his sleep in a moment of tension, his reaction is 
to pray a blessing on the life of Ruth from the Lord, “Blessed be thou of the LORD.”  He then goes 
on to focus on her character and testimony – clearly, he had been thinking about this before. 

Just to reassure her that her actions do not raise any questions in his mind, Boaz testifies 
of Ruth, “for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.”  Boaz knew that she was 
a Proverbs 31 woman.  Clearly this quality is what attracted him.  Indeed, he makes no reference 
to her physical attractiveness. 

This testimony is especially impressive, as Ruth is from the notoriously immoral Moab and 
could not be in Bethlehem more than a few months.  It shows that people watch us and note our 
character.  She was not a virtuous woman by nature, but grace transformed her so (1 Corinthians 
6:9-11).  Matthew Henry notes, 

“Ruth was a poor woman, and poverty often obscures the luster of virtue; yet Ruth's 
virtues, even in a mean condition, were generally taken notice of and could not be hid; nay, 
her virtues took away the reproach of her poverty.  If poor people be but good people, 
they shall have honour from God and man.  Ruth had been remarkable for her humility, 
which paved the way to this honour (cf. Proverbs 15:33, 29:23).  The less she proclaimed 
her own goodness the more did her neighbours take notice of it.” 

Before Boaz has to tell her of the nearer kinsman he immediately seeks to reassure Ruth of 
his love for her which would calm her fears, “my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou 
requirest.”  She may not be able to see him in the darkness but his kind words must have stilled 
her heart from any doubt that she may have acted presumptuously or offended him by her 
directness.  These words also will assuage any concern Ruth may have about Boaz’s motive in 
bringing up next the issue of the nearer kinsman.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

21. Have you ever done something with the right motive but with the wrong method? 
 

22. Can you think of a better way Ruth could have approached Boaz?  
 
23. What stands out about Boaz’s character in this section? 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
 

A Twist in the Tale (Ruth 3:14-4:4) 
 

The path of true love never runs smooth.  There are always unexpected twists and trials that 
providence takes us through.  The previous section left us in a moment of high drama.  Ruth had 
come through an extremely awkward situation well despite all kinds of potentially embarrassing 
scenarios.  We must not assume that because someone is a true believer that he will always act 
sensibly e.g. Abraham in Egypt.  However, God has protected Ruth in this unwise scheme of 
Naomi’s.  

Boaz finished by complimenting Ruth for her virtuous character.  She did not achieve this 
by hiring a PR agent or going round blowing her own trumpet.  The whole community observed 
this of Ruth in her humble devotion and sacrifice for Naomi, her labouring in the heat of the 
harvest without complaint, and her courtesy to others.  Too many seek a spouse based on talents 
or appearance but not character.  Boaz also commends her for not seeking after a younger man 
than him who humanely speaking could take care of her longer.  However, Ruth sought a 
husband based on character and Boaz was certainly full of godly character. 

Ruth was a woman that Boaz desired to marry, but there was still one obstacle that needed 
to be resolved that would reveal that this was the perfect will of God.  Boaz was not a man who 
believed “if it feels good, then do it.”  In his mind, God’s Word always took precedence to his 
personal desires and emotions.  Nor does he persuade himself that just because Naomi wants 
him to be the kinsman redeemer that this would suffice.  Boaz knew that if God wanted him to 
marry Ruth then the Lord would make it abundantly clear.  He wanted his testimony to be above 
reproach in this area so he is willing to go the extra mile.  

 

And now i t  i s  t rue  that  I  am thy  near  kinsman:  howbe i t  there  i s  a  kinsman nearer  than I .  Tarry  th i s  n ight ,  

and i t  sha l l  be  in  the  morning ,  that  i f  he  wi l l  per form unto  thee  the  par t  o f  a  kinsman,  we l l ;  l e t  h im do the  

kinsman's  par t :  but  i f  he  wi l l  no t  do  the  par t  o f  a  kinsman to  thee ,  then wi l l  I  do  the  par t  o f  a  kinsman to  

thee ,  as  the  LORD l ive th :  l i e  down unt i l  the  morning .  (v12-13) 

These words must have come as a bitter blow to Ruth.  She may have wondered whether 
she has to go through this traumatic exercise again with another man.  She must have wondered 
where the Lord is leading her now.  

We must give Boaz a lot of credit here.  He is warm, gracious and encouraging, but does 
not want to rush ahead of God and lead Ruth down a path that is outside the will of God.  Nor 
does he want to recklessly get Ruth’s hopes up until he has the clear consent of the Lord.  In the 
days of the Judges when every man does that which is right in his own eyes, Boaz wants to 
ensure that everything is done decently and in order (1 Corinthians 14:40).  He is not willing to 
sacrifice his testimony for the sake of expediency.  Boaz wanted God’s will in God’s appointed 
way so God gets all the glory.  This is true meekness and self-control. 

This was a dangerous time for women to be out at night (Judges 21:25).  Boaz advises that 
Ruth “tarry this night” near him until the morning.  There is no sexual connotation suggested by 
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these words in this context.  Boaz was well aware this encounter with him at midnight could be 
misinterpreted.  He is seeking to protect Ruth’s person and testimony by this suggestion.  Boaz 
knew the value of a good reputation and he was concerned for Ruth, “A good name is better than 
precious ointment” (Ecclesiastes 7:1a).  A good reputation is hard to come by and very easy to lose.  
This protective act is a further step of Boaz taking this woman under his “wings” of care.  

For the second time, Boaz then reassures her that he is willing to take her to wife if it is 
possible, “but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee.”  
This time he invokes the name of Jehovah in an oath, “as the LORD liveth” to emphasise the 
solemn and serious nature of this pledge.  In his mind, this is no casual date!  This is the most 
solemn vow a Jew can make.  It is interesting to note that Boaz brings God into consideration of 
any proposed marriage.  So few do so today and, as a consequence, change relationships in a 
whim.  

 

And she  lay  a t  h i s  f e e t  unt i l  the  morning :  and she  rose  up be fore  one  cou ld  know another .  And he  sa id ,  Let  

i t  no t  be  known that  a  woman came in to  the  f l oor .  Also  he  sa id ,  Br ing  the  va i l  that  thou has t  upon thee ,  and 

ho ld  i t .  And when she  he ld  i t ,  he  measured  s ix measures  o f  bar l ey ,  and la id  i t  on her :  and she  went  in to  the  

c i t y .  (v14-15) 

The Bible is very clear that nothing improper went on between this godly couple, “she lay at 
his feet until the morning.”  They both acted honourably and sought to avoid temptation.  God is 
glorified by the choices couples make privately and publicly.  The true test of a man or a 
woman’s character is what they are when no one else observes.  The world says such piety and 
purity is old-fashioned but Piper makes a good application to believers, 

“But I say to you, if the stars are shining in their beauty and your blood is thudding like a 
hammer and you are safe in the privacy of your place, stop . . . for the sake of 
righteousness.  Let the morning dawn on your purity.  Don’t be like the world.  Be like 
Boaz.  Be like Ruth.  Profoundly in love.  Subtle and perceptive in communication.  
Powerful in self-control.  Committed to righteousness.” 

Ruth shows herself to be submissive by obeying this command of Boaz.  She does not 
argue with Boaz or murmur against Naomi or God for her difficult predicament.  Providence 
has its sweet and bitter moments and we must react properly in both.  It should be noted that 
both Boaz and Ruth faced the possibility of losing everything they desired for by doing what was 
right.  Yet, they still did so. 

This gift of barley could have weighed as much as 60 pounds.  Although Ruth does not 
solicit anything, Boaz’s heart is moved to help.  By this action, Boaz demonstrates his generous 
concern for Ruth and Naomi.  In his excitement about a potential marriage, he does not lose his 
concern for the needs of others.  This is a very practical engagement ring!  It is a good 
illustration of agape love, which is a sacrificial unconditional love that does not look for anything 
in return. 

 

And when she  came to  her  mother - in - law,  she  sa id ,  Who ar t  thou ,  my daughter?  And she  to ld  her  a l l  that  the  

man had done  to  her .  And she  sa id ,  These  s ix measures  o f  bar l ey  gave  he  me ;  fo r  he  sa id  to  me ,  Go not  empty  

unto  thy  mother - in - law.  (v16-17) 



 

  44 

Chapter three ends in a similar way to chapter two with Ruth returning home to inform 
Naomi of what has happened in the previous hours.  The question, “Who art thou, my daughter?” 
seems to be an idiomatic way of asking is she engaged or not i.e. “are you Ruth the Moabitess or 
Mrs Boaz?”  Even in her replies to Naomi it is clear that Ruth gives Boaz all the credit.  She is a 
truly humble woman.  Her character prompted others to love and care for her.  Butler wisely 
observed, 

“Ruth had worked her way into the heart of these two very important people in her life.  
Ruth was easy to love because of her lifestyle before these people and because of her love 
for these people.  If you lack love from others check your lifestyle before others and your 
love for others.  Ruth will not lack for love from others because of the way she lived and 
loved.  People who feel unloved generally live an unloving life.” 

 

Then sa id  she ,  S i t  s t i l l ,  my daughter ,  unt i l  thou know how the  mat t er  wi l l  fa l l :  f o r  the  man wi l l  no t  be  in  

r e s t ,  unt i l  he  have  f in i shed the  th ing  th i s  day .  (v18) 

Naomi shows herself to an astute reader of mankind here.  She recognises that Boaz is in 
love and as a man of integrity would pursue the matter in haste.  The promises he had made to 
Ruth and the gift of the barley confirmed that previous suspicion.  The news may have been a 
rebuke and a lesson to her as she was doubtless aware of a nearer kinsman than Boaz, but 
thought she could circumvent the revealed will of God when she deemed it expedient.  

Ruth no doubt was also very excited yet fearful after the drama of the previous night.  
Naomi advised her “Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall.”  In effect she is 
instructing her to simply trust providence and be patient.  Naomi knew that doubt is one of the 
natural enemies of humanity.  Ruth would accomplish nothing by running round Bethlehem 
seeking to force Boaz to keep his promises.  For the first time, we now see Naomi reacting 
properly to the workings of providence.  Her continual restoration to spiritual discernment is a 
wonderful sub-theme.  

Waiting is a very human problem.  One of the most difficult things to do is to wait on God 
to move.  To remain still and trust God is against our nature.  There are times when the Bible 
warns us not to procrastinate but there are other times when we have to wait on God.  We need 
to learn like Israel to “….Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD….” (Exodus 14:13).  
Henry Morris wisely observes, “sometimes, when a believer has done all he knows to do 
according to God’s word, he must be content simply to ‘sit still,’ and wait for God to work.”  
One of Joshua’s final exhortations to Israel was to know that God will never fail in His promises, 
“…..ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which 
the LORD your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof.” 
(Joshua 23:14) 

Do you believe this is still true?  In our “fast food” age we need to realise that God has His 
own timetable.  God orders our stops as well as our steps.  He cannot be rushed but He is always 
perfectly on time.  Wiersbe notes, 

“So often we want to manipulate and control.  We talk about those who are “hands on” 
people.  In the Christian life, God uses our hands.  He used Noah’s hands to build the ark.  
He used David’s hands to kill a giant.  He used the apostles’ hands to feed 5000 people.  
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But sometimes only God’s hand can do the job.  Sometimes our hands get in the way 
because we are manipulating, plotting or scheming.  A friend of mine used to remind me, 
“Faith is living without scheming.”  Whenever I discover myself pushing and prodding, 
God says to me, “Take your hands off.  Be still, and know that I am God.”  The difference 
is simply this.  If we play God in our lives, everything is going to fall apart.  But if we let 
Him truly be God in our lives, He will be exalted, He will be with us, and He will get the 
job done.  

Joseph spent 13 years as a slave and prisoner in Egypt before God elevated him to be 
prime minister.  David probably spent a similar time as a fugitive after his initial anointing by 
Samuel before God made him king.  Too often the hymn that describes our lives is, 

“I' l l  have my own way,  Lord,  

I ' l l  have my own way,  

I ' l l  be the pot ter ,  You be the c lay ;  

I ' l l  mold You and make You af ter  my wi l l ,  

While you are wait ing ,  y i e lded and st i l l .” 

 

CHAPTER FOUR 

The previous chapter left us in suspense with a “cliff-hanger” scenario.  Boaz, as predicted 
by Naomi, does not hesitate to expedite the matter.  It is not just a matter of integrity but his 
greater motivation is love, which drives him to make haste.  As Boaz steps out in faith on the 
Word of God, we will see providence working to assist him.  

 

Then went  Boaz up to  the  ga te ,  and sa t  h im down there :  and ,  beho ld ,  the  kinsman o f  whom Boaz spake came 

by ;  unto  whom he sa id ,  Ho,  such a  one !  turn as ide ,  s i t  down here .  And he  turned as ide ,  and sa t  down.  And 

he  took t en  men o f  the  e lder s  o f  the  c i t y ,  and sa id ,  S i t  y e  down here .  And they  sa t  down.  (v1-2)  

The city gate was an important place in the OT times.  It was in effect the local law court 
where transactions and legal business were carried out.  As the townsfolk left the city in the 
morning for the fields surrounding, this would be the most strategic place to encounter the 
nearer kinsman and resolve the issue.  The sitting down there of Boaz indicated that he wished 
to conduct some serious business. 

As he sits patiently there the inspired writer notes, “behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake 
came.”  This is not mere coincidence, as providence is working behind this to aid Boaz.  A chain 
of seemingly mundane providences facilitates many great affairs.  There are some words that are 
not in God’s vocabulary such as chance or coincidence.  The Bible teaches that the steps of all 
God’s people are ordered of the Lord.  For as the Psalmist noted, “My times are in Thy hand” 
(Psalm 31:15a).  Morgan notes, 

“Jesus said that the hairs of our heads are all numbered.  Think of that!  God is more 
concerned about us than we are concerned about ourselves, more concerned about us than 
a mother or father is about his or her child.  Experts tell us that the average person has 
over 100,000 hairs growing on his head.  But who among us has ever cared enough to try 
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to count every hair?  What mother in all history has ever loved her child enough to count 
the hairs on his or her head?  But God is so concerned about the details of our lives that 
He counts the hairs on our head.  He sees every sparrow that falls, and nothing is hidden 
from His sight.  He orders and arranges and leads and guides and works all things for 
good.” 

Boaz is not ashamed to do his dealings in public before witnesses.  He could have tried to 
carry out a private deal with this nearer kinsman, but he wants to be above reproach.  Although 
only two were required under the law as witnesses (Deuteronomy 17:6), Boaz seeks out 10 so the 
witness to his transaction is sure.  Matthew Henry comments, “honest intentions dread not a 
public cognizance.”  Clearly, Boaz is a man that is well respected for all of these men to simply 
stand aside from their businesses to accommodate his request.  Their willingness may be a result 
of his kindness and unselfishness to them and others in the past. 

By contrast the expression, “Ho, such a one!” is a Hebrew idiom which means “a certain 
unnamed person or place.”  It carries the same meaning as our idiomatic expression “Mr. So-
and-so,” where the name of the individual is not known or is not regarded as worthy to be used.  
The implication is that the author knew the man’s name.  Certainly Boaz did.  Matthew Poole 
writes, 

“Doubtless Boaz knew his name, and called him by it; but it is omitted by the holy writer, 
partly because it was unnecessary to know it; and principally in way of contempt, as is 
usual, and as a just punishment upon him, that he who would not preserve his brother’s 
name might lose his own.” 

 

And he  sa id  unto  the  kinsman,  Naomi,  that  i s  come aga in out  o f  the  country  o f  Moab,  s e l l e th  a  parce l  o f  

land ,  which  was our  bro ther  El ime le ch ' s :  And I  thought  to  adver t i s e  thee ,  say ing ,  Buy i t  be for e  the  

inhabi tants ,  and be fore  the  e lders  o f  my peop l e .  I f  thou wi l t  r edeem i t ,  r edeem i t :  but  i f  thou wi l t  no t  r edeem 

i t ,  then t e l l  me ,  that  I  may know: for  there  i s  none  to  r edeem i t  bes ide  thee ;  and I  am a f t e r  thee .  And he  sa id ,  

I  wi l l  r edeem i t .  (v3-4) 

It seems that Naomi had either sold a piece of land or mortgaged it, which belonged to her 
husband.  Under the law of God, a near kinsman could buy back or redeem this piece of land 
belonging to Elimelech or it was automatically returned at the year of Jubilee, which came every 
50 years (Leviticus 25:11-34).  This demonstrates the wisdom of God as: 

(1) Prevented excess accumulation of land by a few. 

(2) Prevented an impoverished underclass emerging. 

(3) Gave each generation a fresh start. 

(4) Prevented long term enslavement or servitude. 

(5) Showed that the land was ultimately the Lord’s and cannot be given away to others 
(Leviticus 25:23)  

Boaz is entirely open in his exchange here.  He did not seek to hide anything from the 
nearest kinsman.  If Ruth is to be his wife, then Boaz trusted God could work out the details 
perfectly well (Proverbs 3:5-6).  Boaz quickly comes to the crux and even makes it clear that he 
will be willing to act as the kinsman if the other man declines to do so.  However, things do not 
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seem to be going the way he had hoped as the nearer kinsman quickly seizes the opportunity to 
redeem, “And he said, I will redeem it.”  Although his heart must have sunk a little, we are not told 
that Boaz gave any evidence of it outwardly.  Will his act of righteousness here be unrewarded?  
He has trusted God up to this point and now he will see God step in and work His perfect will 
out in this challenging situation.  

The life of the godly is not a straight line to glory, but they do always get there, as God 
sees to it.  God often takes us on paths we least expect.  The godly youths, Joseph and Daniel 
growing up at home in the Promised Land could never have imagined that they would spend the 
majority of their lives and their most spiritually productive years in Egypt and Babylon 
respectively.  But that is why God is sovereign and we are not.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

24. What is the value of a good testimony? 

 

25. How difficult is it to wait on God to move in your life?  
 
26. How does Boaz show wisdom and integrity in this section? 
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CHAPTER NINE 
 

A Glorious Finale (Ruth 4:4-22) 
 

This wonderful story now reaches a gripping conclusion.  Most great stories have a great ending, 
and Ruth’s story has one of the best.  The reader is kept in suspense right up to the end of what 
will happen.  God is a God of surprises, but He is never a God of mistakes.  His timing by His 
unseen hand is always perfect in the lives of His people.  We should never be quick to judge God 
by our immediate circumstances.  Naomi wanted to change her name to match her bitter 
circumstances, but how wrong she was. 

People like a story with a happy ending.  But not every narrative of Scripture is a “happily 
ever after” ending.  This one does because God is determined to bless those who walk in faith 
on His promises.  He brings Ruth through many dark valleys of widowhood, childlessness, and 
destitution into a blessed future by grace.  She waited patiently on the Lord and He will not let 
her down.  Her beginning is not auspicious in the pagan land of Moab, but she will finish her 
journey of life well.  Dennis Lyle points out,  

“The book began with three funerals and three widows weeping.  But the book ends with a 
wedding, and ultimately the joyful birth of a baby boy.  At the beginning of the Book of 
Ruth, everything is falling apart, but at the end life has been put back together again.” 

The first prerequisite for a successful marriage is that the man be a man of God.  In this 
incident at the city gate, Boaz proves to be a man who not only talks about the law of God, but 
he lives it.  He is determined that if Ruth is God’s choice, then he can trust the Lord to make the 
path clear of any obstacles.  Marriage is not a place that you want to be out of the will of God.  

Boaz is not going to compromise the Word of God in order to get what he wants.  Amidst 
the lawlessness of the times of the Judges, he is a walking illustration of the man with God’s 
word hidden in his heart in Psalm 119.  The Spirit of God kept his natural impulses and desires 
in check.  Thomas observes, “Boaz saw that the only right way to gain this young girl of his 
dreams was by doing exactly what God had ordered in His word, even at the risk that he 
mightn’t have got her.” 

There is one more obstacle Boaz must overcome to test his faith.  His offer to the nearer 
kinsman appears to backfire, as the relative shows a willingness to do the duty of the kinsman 
redeemer.  

 

Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest  the f i e ld o f  the hand of  Naomi,  thou must buy i t  
a lso o f  Ruth the Moabitess ,  the wi fe  o f  the dead, to raise  up the name o f  the dead upon his  

inher i tance .  (v5) 

Boaz will pay his trump card here and remind the nearer kinsman that simply acquiring the 
land is not so straightforward.  His language seems deliberately negative as he reminds the man 
that he would have to marry, “Ruth the Moabitess” who he makes clear is “the wife of the dead, to raise 
up the name of the dead.”  
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Although the two transactions i.e. acquiring the land and marrying Ruth are not linked in 
the Levitical law, it seems that there was a tradition that they were.  Certainly the nearer kinsman 
does not object to the statement.  The nearer kinsman now realises that he would be obligated to 
marry a Moabite widow and take care of her and Naomi.  Furthermore, any offspring would 
inherit the land of Elimelech and possibly have a claim on his inheritance.  So he would have to 
spend from his own resources to buy the land, which could then be freely claimed in future by 
any child born from Ruth. 

 

And the kinsman said,  I  cannot redeem i t  for  myse l f ,  l es t  I  mar mine own inher i tance :  
redeem thou my r ight  to thyse l f ;  for  I  cannot redeem i t .  (v6) 

This is the precise response that Boaz wanted.  The nearer kinsman weighs up the cost of 
this transaction and accounts it is too much.  Probably, he was keen initially as he reasoned that 
purchasing the land from Naomi would increase his landholdings permanently because Naomi 
was too old to have more children.  What he had not calculated was the possibility of children 
through Ruth.  There may have been other factors such as the natural prejudice to marry a 
Moabitess or a fear that the fate of Ruth’s first husband might befall him.  The implications of 
this scenario immediately led him to reverse his decision.  

It seems this unnamed man was only thinking in terms of financial gain.  He was not 
interested in the welfare of his relatives, Naomi and Ruth.  The irony is that he claimed he was 
trying to protect his family name and inheritance, but both are forgotten and not recorded in 
Scripture.  However, the line springing from Ruth would be the Messianic one, which would 
have been the greatest blessing and privilege for his family.  Like Orpah, this man made the 
wrong choice and walked out of redemptive history as a consequence. 

There are too many like this man today.  They are willing to extend help if it gives them an 
advantage.  But the moment they think it will cost them, they back off.  Auld points out that we 
often behave the same way as, “our excuses are often expressed in terms of solemn undertakings 
already given such as our family commitments.”  

Boaz never thought like the nearer kinsman in this book.  He helped the poor 
unconditionally and was willing to take on the responsibility of Naomi and Ruth whatever the 
cost.  Boaz knew that God is no man’s debtor, “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 
LORD; and that which he hath given will He pay him again” (Proverbs 19:17).  All of us need to use 
God’s calculator for our maths! 

 

Now this  was the manner in former t ime in Israe l  concerning redeeming and concerning 
changing,  for  to conf irm al l  things ;  a man plucked o f f  his  shoe ,  and gave i t  to  his  

ne ighbour:  and this  was a tes t imony in Israe l .  There fore  the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy 
i t  for  thee .  So he drew of f  his  shoe .  (v7-8) 

This “manner” or custom has some significant differences from the Deuteronomy account 
but we also note some parallels.  In the law we read, “And if the man like not to take his brother’s wife, 
then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate unto the elders, and say, My husband’s brother refuseth to raise up 
unto his brother a name in Israel, he will not perform the duty of my husband’s brother. Then the elders of his city 
shall call him, and speak unto him: and if he stand to it, and say, I like not to take her; Then shall his brother’s 
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wife come unto him in the presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and spit in his face, and shall 
answer and say, So shall it be done unto that man that will not build up his brother’s house.” (Deuteronomy 
25:7-9) 

The reasons why this drama is to be acted out this way is not entirely clear in 
Deuteronomy, but it obviously was to show some degree of shame on the character of the man 
who refused to act as a kinsman.  In the context of the book of Ruth, we do not read she takes 
the nearer kinsman’s shoe nor does she “spit in his face” and say, “So shall it be done unto that man 
that will not build up his brother’s house.”  

It seems here simply that the nearer kinsman took off his shoe and gave it to Boaz.  There 
is much conjecture by commentators as to why the shoe is removed here.  Clearly the removal of 
the shoe symbolised a renunciation of legal rights and a transfer of the ownership of these rights 
to another.  It may also well symbolise that the man is giving up the right to walk on the family 
plot, which was God-given (Genesis 13:17; Deuteronomy 11:24; Joshua 1:3).  

 

And Boaz said unto the e lders ,  and unto al l  the people ,  Ye are witnesses  this  day,  that I  
have bought al l  that  was Elimelech's ,  and al l  that was Chi l ion's  and Mahlon's ,  o f  the 

hand o f  Naomi.  Moreover Ruth the Moabitess ,  the wi fe  o f  Mahlon,  have I purchased to be 
my wi fe ,  to  raise  up the name of  the dead upon his  inher i tance ,  that the name o f  the dead 

be not  cut  o f f  f rom among his  brethren,  and from the gate  o f  his  p lace :  ye  are witnesses  this  
day.  (v9-10) 

Boaz now had the land and Ruth!  He was happy to marry the “Moabitess.”  His motive is 
love and he is not concerned about the “baggage” of the financial or social costs of marrying 
Ruth.  Too often today, people are caught up in thinking in unbiblical ways about relationships.  
They judge the prospect of marriage by secular reasoning such as looks, qualifications, status, 
income, and family responsibilities.  However, if a relationship is directed by God, then we 
should not hesitate to enter in by faith. 

 

And al l  the people  that were in the gate ,  and the e lders ,  said,  We are witnesses .  The 
LORD make the woman that is  come into thine house l ike Rachel  and l ike Leah, which 
two did bui ld the house o f  Israe l :  and do thou worthi ly  in Ephratah,  and be famous in 

Bethlehem: And le t  thy house be l ike the house o f  Pharez,  whom Tamar bare unto Judah, 
o f  the seed which the LORD shal l  g ive  thee o f  this  young woman. (v11-12) 

Boaz gets an immediate blessing for this step of faith.  This God-centred blessing is 
important to note in the days of the Judges when apostasy was prevalent.  The Lord always 
preserves a remnant of His people unto Himself in every generation.  Likely the testimony of this 
godly couple had an influence of the thoughts and the words of the locals.  Boaz and Ruth 
acknowledged Jehovah in every area of their lives so this blessing and prayer was particularly apt.  
It is interesting to observe how often prayer is linked to marriage in this book.  Indeed, this small 
book has at least six prayers of blessing throughout (Ruth 1:8-9, 2:4, 12, 20, 3:10, 4:11-12). 

Despite the claims of the secular world, the marriage of a couple is not a private matter.  It 
is a covenant to be publicly witnessed for the glory of God.  The very best place for a marriage is 
in the Lord and among God’s people.  Every couple should aspire to have the affirmation and 
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blessing of the people of God on their marriage.  The expression “the house of Pharez” may seem a 
little strange but he was an ancestor of Boaz and sprang from an improper Levirate-type 
relationship through Jacob and his daughter–in-law. 

It is interesting that these people recognise that Jehovah is the One who gives children.  
Ruth may have been married to her first husband for as much as a decade and the people may 
have been aware that she was barren in that union.  The Bible presents children as a blessing 
from the Lord, “Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is His reward” (Psalm 
127:3).  Nowhere in Scripture are children represented as a curse or a hindrance to a Christian 
home.  It was our Master who declared, “Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of 
such is the kingdom of God” (Luke 18:16). 

The people prayed that their family would be “famous,” which literally means to “proclaim 
a name.”  God truly answered that prayer as the Davidic family would spring from them and 
ultimately would come, “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is 
above every name” (Philippians 2:9). 

 

So Boaz took Ruth,  and she was his  wi fe :  and when he went in unto her ,  the LORD gave 
her concept ion,  and she bare a son.  (v13) 

The Bible is very clear here, “the LORD gave her conception.”  Science cannot create life – it is 
from God alone (cf. Genesis 29:31).  The Lord is sovereign even over the conception of a child.  
Every Christian couple should pray before marriage and after marriage about God’s purpose for 
them in respect of children.  

It should also be noted that the procreation of children is always within the context of 
marriage in God’s order for mankind.  That may not be a widely held view in the 21st century, 
but God’s word never changes.  This is still God’s way and ever shall be.  His way is always best! 

 

And the women said unto Naomi,  Blessed be the LORD, which hath not  l e f t  thee this  day 
without a kinsman, that his  name may be famous in Israe l .  And he shal l  be unto thee a 

res torer  o f  thy l i f e ,  and a nourisher o f  thine o ld age :  for  thy daughter - in- law, which loveth 
thee ,  which is  bet ter  to thee than seven sons,  hath born him. And Naomi took the chi ld ,  

and laid i t  in her bosom, and became nurse unto i t .  (v14-16) 

The birth of any child brings joy, but so much the more a grandchild in the framework of 
this story.  These local women were walking right spiritually as they could recognise that this was 
all of God’s grace, “Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman.”  They 
obeyed what Paul commanded, “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep” 
(Romans 12:15).  Obed would be a blessing to his grandmother in the joy his birth brought as a, 
“a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age.” 

Ruth’s testimony had affected a whole city.  Like the virtuous woman in Proverbs 31, her 
name is praised in the city.  All the people of Bethlehem could see that she was a loving filial 
daughter who was worth more than the proverbial “seven sons.”  Although she had no legal 
obligation to Naomi, she lived out the obligation of love.  Sons were particularly valued in the 
Eastern culture.  Naomi had given up on the grace of God in Moab (cf. Ruth 1:20-21), but had 
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began to recognise it again working for her in Ruth 2:20.  Now, she could not fail to see it 
through this marriage.  For often the worst trials we have to endure are the windows through 
which God will pour through the greatest blessing. 

There were bitter providences Naomi had to endure but with the benefit of hindsight she 
could now see that God was working everything together for good in her life (Romans 8:28).  
Despite her many failures, her bitter “Marah” had become pleasant “Naomi” by the intervention 
of God.  In Naomi’s excruciating pain, God was at work.  For it was God who gave her Ruth 
when she lost her spouse and son; it was God who gave Boaz to marry Ruth to take care of them 
both; and it was God who gave her a grandchild.  This truth is equally applicable for us today.  
As Piper said, “and if we could just learn to wait and trust in God, all our complaints against 
God would prove untrue.” 

Moses taught Israel to love the stranger in their midst as themselves but the irony is that 
this Moabite stranger showed the people how to live up to the nation’s golden rule: 

“And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” 
(Deuteronomy 6:5) 

“Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself: I am the LORD.” (Leviticus 19:18) 

Of course, Ruth’s ability to selflessly love her neighbour flowed from her ability to love her 
God.  That order cannot be reversed.  

 

And the women her neighbours gave i t  a name, saying,  There i s  a son born to Naomi;  and 
they cal l ed his  name Obed:  he i s  the father o f  Jesse ,  the father o f  David.  Now these are the 

generat ions o f  Pharez:  Pharez begat Hezron,  And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat 
Amminadab, And Amminadab begat  Nahshon, and Nahshon begat  Salmon, And Salmon 
begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, And Obed begat  Jesse ,  and Jesse  begat  David.  (v17-22) 

The significance of this son Obed is not limited to this climax of this story.  This book is 
not just a heartwarming story of how Ruth found the man of her dreams!  The author does not 
leave the story there but begins to shine some light into the future centuries by a genealogy table.  
Although we read of no noteworthy act that Obed does in the rest of the OT, his birth is 
important because of his descendants.  His significance comes through his grandson David and 
his ultimate descendant, Jesus Christ.  The Messiah would surpass the exploits and lives of His 
ancestors.  For from the line of the kinsman-redeemer, Boaz would come the Great Kinsman-
Redeemer who would also be David’s Greater Son, as the King of kings.  

The fields of Bethlehem where Obed grew up would be the same ones that David tended 
the sheep on and where Joseph passed through to bring his wife to the inn after centuries had 
run their course.  History is not random unconnected events and persons, but truly His  s tory  
unfolded by the wise and sovereign purpose of God (Isaiah 46:9-10). 

Ruth could never have envisaged the far-reaching implications of her decision to forsake 
Moab and embrace the life of a destitute widow in Israel.  Through the faithfulness of one 
woman and the providence and blessing of God, this decision became a blessing to Israel and 
the world.  God has used the canvas of Ruth to illustrate that our actions can impact future 
generations.  But God’s hand is all over history working out His purposes in individuals and 
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families - generation by generation.  All of us are interconnected in His plan. All of us have 
significance.  Piper points out, 

“The book of Ruth wants to teach us that God’s purpose for the life of His people is to 
connect us to something far greater than ourselves.  God wants us to know that when we 
follow Him, our lives always mean more than we think they do.  For the Christian there is 
always a connection between the ordinary events of life and the stupendous work of God 
in history.  Everything we do in obedience to God, no matter how small, is significant.  It is 
part of a cosmic mosaic, which God is painting to display the greatness of His power and 
wisdom to the world and to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places (Ephesians 
3:10).  The deep satisfaction of the Christian life is that it is not given over to trifles.  
Serving a widowed mother-in-law, gleaning in a field, falling in love, having a baby - for the 
Christian these things are all connected to eternity.  They are part of something so much 
bigger than they seem.” 

CONCLUSION 

Ten years in Moab had been a disaster for this family, but just a few months in Bethlehem 
proved the faithfulness of God.  He had brought triumph out of tragedy.  Ruth in her loneliness, 
despair, and poverty as a destitute widow had found love, rest, wealth, and hope.  She does not 
need to glean any more as her husband now owns the whole field.  All these blessings in her life 
came through the marvelous providence of God through subtle and intricate connections.  His 
rewards are not always deferred, although the ultimate one will be. 

God’s providential outworking of events in this seemingly insignificant family should be a 
source of awe and wonder to us.  The book takes places in the apostate and evil days of the 
Judges, a time similar to our own day.  If we trust God by faith like Ruth and Boaz did, we can 
see His power and blessing working through our lives also.  God can always bring good from the 
dark clouds of trial and tragedy if we just trust Him.  The book of Ruth is a reminder that “we 
walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).  By understanding more about how God works, we 
become better equipped to live for God.  Campbell Morgan has the following closing thoughts 
of this book, 

“Finally the book teaches the value to God of that life, which makes the great surrender, 
and follows Him in faith.  The value of such a life can never be known until we pass within 
the veil.  Remember again the sequence with which this book closes; Obed, Jesse, David. 
Boaz and Ruth had passed into the light ere David came, the king for whom the nation was 
waiting, yet the sequence did not end with David. 

A little later a prophet from some height of vision broke into a great song. “But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel.” (Mic 5:2)  Far down the centuries 
there shone a light at midnight, and songs were heard, and in the direct line of the man of 
Judah and of privilege, and the woman of Moab and of limitation, to Bethlehem came the 
King.  They did not see the issues.  They did not live to reap the ultimate harvest of their 
fidelity, but GOD found foothold in the man and woman of faith, and in their united lives.  
That is the principle of which I think we need to be reminded, in order to encourage our 
hearts in the midst of work. 

We talk about results.  If all the results of my ministry can be statistically stated, it is a dire 
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failure.  Paul was a saint, cribbed, cabined and confined in prison.  It is impossible to read 
his letters without being conscious of a certain amount of restlessness as he made appeal to 
his loved ones, “remember my bonds.”  A man whose motto was, The Regions Beyond, 
whose piercing eye saw the far distances, and who was profoundly conscious of the value 
of the evangel, who knew and wrote “I am debtor . . . I am ready;” was yet imprisoned, and 
had to content himself with writing letters.  Today those letters are of greater value than all 
his work.  He did not know that presently they would be gathered together, and would 
constitute the great exposition of the evangelical faith for all the centuries. 

Remember that of the work you do today you cannot see the issue, if it is work wrought by 
faith in GOD.  It may be in the great city of London, or in some hidden hamlet among the 
hills that your life will be lived, small, unknown, never published, never noticed either in 
the religious or irreligious press, and yet you may be God’s foothold for things of which 
you cannot dream, which if told you now you would not possibly believe.  The one cry of 
my heart and of thy heart, comrade of faith, according to this book, should be a cry for 
out-and-out abandonment to Him, in order that by our loyalty He may win the victories of 
His royalty.” 

Remember, God is still on the throne.  For just as God is shaping, directing, and guiding 
this family to His ultimate purpose for them.  So, today He is still doing the same for us.  For 
those in Christ, everything will ultimately work out for good.  It is going to come out all right in 
the end. 

We may not understand the cosmic web He is weaving in our circumstances, but we 
should believe it.  This story is a challenge to us to live above our circumstances and to place our 
trust in the providence and grace of God.  Then we shall in glory sing with the choirs of 
redeemed saints, 

With mercy and with judgement 

My web o f  t ime He wove 

And aye the dews o f  sorrow 

Were lustred by His love 

I ’ l l  b less  the hand that guided 

I ’ l l  b less  the heart  that planned 

When throned where g lory dwel l e th 

In Immanuel ’ s  land.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

27. What does this climax teach you about the providence of God? 
 

28. What were the qualities of Boaz that made him a great husband?  
 
29. Can you see the providence of God at work in your family’s life? 


