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We have now reached the climax of this riveting story. This chapter is an 
unmistakable presentation of God’s providence. It is a classic OT 
illustration of the truths set forth in Romans 8:28. However, it is much more 
than that.  

Relationships are central to Christianity. God seeks to reconcile man 
to Him and to then to each other. In Genesis 44, Joseph sought for 
repentance, but here in Genesis 45 he will show forgiveness and be 
reconciled when he sees the fruit of repentance. The order is not without 
significance. Joseph did not rush into this public act of reconciliation but 
waited patiently until his brothers had evidenced true repentance of a 
change of heart and mind.  

We may think that Joseph had many reasons to be bitter and to hold 
a grudge. The temptation to get even must have been great. But no chapter 
in this book better illustrates the practice of true biblical forgiveness. This 
man was willing to forgive them, but waited until they had repented before 
he could publicly effect a true reconciliation. Forgiveness, however, does 
not mean that you do not seek a change in the person before reconciliation.  

It is easy to talk about forgiveness, but much harder to practice it. 
When we are hurt, we instinctively want to strike back. This is especially 
difficult for hurt inflicted by family. Our problem is not that we do not 
know that we should do it, but the actual doing of it.  Forgiveness is a vital 
part of the Christian experience (Matt. 6:14-15; Eph. 4:31-32). One of the 
moving reconciliations is to see a fractured family restored. God has given 
to us all, “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18). 
 
BIBLICAL FORGIVENESS 
 
Christianity is supremely a religion of forgiveness. However, the doctrine of 
forgiveness is one that has been much misunderstood. The Bible gives us a 
number of principles and patterns about forgiveness that are worth heeding. 
We cannot make forgiveness to be more than what the Bible declares it is. 
That would be a false forgiveness.  
 
PATTERN OF FORGIVENESS 
 
The Apostle Paul gives God’s example as the pattern we are to emulate in 
forgiveness, “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). So we are to forgive one 
another “as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” Forgiveness starts with 
God, comes down to us, and then spreads to others. The motive in 
forgiving others should be to glorify God, who has forgiven us. 

The question then arises: How does God forgive? Firstly, God does 
not ignore sin against Him. He does not glibly say “nobody’s perfect so it 
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does not matter.” Furthermore, God does not reconcile into fellowship with 
Him or give a place in heaven those who stubbornly refuse to repent.  
 
ORDER OF FORGIVENESS 
 
In Luke 17 the Lord Jesus Christ sets forth the order we must follow in 
extending forgiveness to believers,  
 

Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee 
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, 
saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. (Luke 17:3-4) 

 
It should be noted that there are a number of steps that must be followed 
before we can extend forgiveness. The “trespass” or sin that has been 
committed against a person must first be rebuked. The verb “rebuke” here 
are in the imperative mood signifying that this is an absolute command from 
God. That rebuke must be done in biblical love and meekness remembering 
that the goal of the rebuke is to ultimately restore (cf. Eph. 4:15; Gal. 6:1). 
But the rebuke must be done as the sin has dishonoured God and His 
church. It is not biblical love to ignore the sin (cf. 1 Cor. 13: 6; James 5:19-
20). God takes sin seriously and so should we.  

Once the biblical rebuke has been given, then the offender must 
repent. This stage is not optional. Repentance is more than simply 
apologising or expression of regret. Biblical repentance is defined by the 
Westminster Standards as, 

 
By it a sinner, out of the sight and sense, not only of the danger, 
but also of the filthiness and odiousness of his sins, as contrary 
to the holy nature and righteous law of God, and upon the 
apprehension of his mercy in Christ to such as are penitent, so 
grieves for, and hates his sins, as to turn from them all unto 
God, purposing and endeavoring to walk with him in all the 
ways of his commandments. (WCF, Chapter XV) 
 

So to “repent” means that the offender recognises he has sinned against God 
(cf. Psa. 51:4) and also against the offended party (cf. James 5:16). In his 
repentance, the offender indicates that he recognises the depth of his sin 
and indicates that it is now a heinous thing to him. He purposes to walk a 
different path now. Sometimes to evidence repentance, as we cannot see the 
heart of any man, we must await fuller evidence of a changed life before we 
can accept that repentance has occurred. This is normally proportionate to 
the seriousness and regularity of the offence. 
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Once repentance has clearly happened the offended party is 
commanded to “forgive him.” The verb “forgive” means to let go or release and 
is also in the imperative mood. The offended party must forgive. It is not a 
matter of whether he feels like forgiving. God never says, “Forgive him or 
her if you feel like it.” Forgiveness is a decision of the will obey God’s word. 
No one “deserves” forgiveness, as it is an act of grace and mercy. God did 
not extend forgiveness to any of us because we deserved forgiveness.  

So if we are to treat men as God treats them, we must only forgive 
and reconcile with them if they truly repent. None of these stages can be left 
out. Forgiveness is obviously conditional because God gives the conditions 
in Luke 17. However, not every offender will truly repent. That is the sad 
reality of fallen humanity. Therefore, it is not always possible to extend 
forgiveness or reconcile with another party in every situation.  

An important point to note is that although God does not forgive our 
sins until we repent, He acted in kindness toward us in order to lead us to 
repentance (Rom. 2:4). Therefore, we should adopt a hopeful and prayerful 
spirit toward those who have offended us. We should look out for 
opportunities to extend kindness to the offender. The moment the offender 
truly repents, we should freely grant forgiveness. The devil seeks to entice to 
sin to destroy the offender, but we should seek to lead to repentance so that 
the offender is forgiven and reconciled.  

The Lord Jesus warned that there are consequences in not forgiving 
the repentant brother, “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6:15). Unless you forgive, God will not 
forgive you. This sin will also affect our prayer life, “If I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18) and worship (cf. Matt 5:23-24). It 
leaves you open to the divine chastisement by the Lord (cf. Heb. 12:4-11). 
 

Then Joseph cou ld  not  r e f ra in  h imse l f  be fo r e  a l l  them that  s tood by  h im;  and he  c r i ed ,  
Cause  ev ery  man to  go  out  f rom me.  And there  s tood no man wi th  h im,  whi l e  Joseph made 
h imse l f  known unto  h i s  bre thren .  And he  wept  a loud :  and the  Egypt ians  and the  house  o f  

Pharaoh heard .  (v1-2)  

This tension continues from chapter 44 with the brothers nervously 
awaiting Joseph’s verdict, which would have a profound affect on their 
futures. The emotion here demonstrates the real heart of love Joseph had 
for his brethren. He was not some cruel manipulator of his brothers. This is 
the 7th time we read of Joseph weeping in this story.  

We should never imagine that those who God uses in great leadership 
have no pain. This act of forgiveness cost this man more than twenty years 
of his life. Emotions are not wrong as long as they are expressed at the right 
time. Jesus Christ wept on a number of occasions. Joseph’s outburst is so 
strong that even the Egyptians could hear it.  
 
And Joseph sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  I  am Joseph ;  do th  my fa ther  y e t  l i v e?  And  h i s  bre thren  
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cou ld  no t  answer  h im;  fo r  they  were  t roub led  a t  h i s  pre s ence .  (v3) 
 
The brothers are now terrified and speechless. Doubtless many fearful 
thoughts are running through their minds all at once.  There was no possible 
way to deny their guilt, as the evidence was standing before them. Indeed, 
until verse 15, Joseph does all the talking. One moment they are looking 
into the eyes of the Prime Minister of Egypt, the next they are see the 
brother they cruelly sold as a slave many years earlier. They had hoped that 
the governor would be impartial and not influenced by other factors. In 
their conscience-stricken silence, they now feared the worst, as their sins 
cannot be hidden. This is a good picture of an awakened sinner standing 
before the judgment throne of God – speechless and helpless.  
 
And Joseph sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  Come near  to  me ,  I  pray  you .  And they  came near .  And 
he  sa id ,  I  am Joseph your  bro ther ,  whom ye  so ld  in to  Egypt .  Now ther e for e  be  no t  g r i ev ed ,  

nor  angry  wi th  yourse lv e s ,  tha t  y e  so ld  me h i ther :  fo r  God d id  s end me be for e  you to  
pres e rve  l i f e .  For  thes e  two years  hath the  famine  been  in  the  land :  and ye t  ther e  are  f i v e  

y ears ,  in  the  whi ch  ther e  sha l l  ne i ther  be  ear ing  nor  harves t .  (v4-6)  

When someone cries like this they know he is either angry or is in grief. 
They fear it may be the former. But Joseph is very tender, “come near to me I 
pray.” This may imply the brothers had fallen back in terror from him. 
Previously, they had driven him away from them, but now he calls them to 
come near.  

What a magnanimous spirit Joseph had. As God’s man his words are 
filled with hope and encouragement. There was neither a word of hostility 
nor a hint of revenge. Unresolved anger allowed to fester often leads to 
bitterness, hostility, and revenge. A man can harbour bitterness and revenge 
in his soul towards those who had wronged him. But he could also respond 
like Joseph. In this great emotional moment when all the pain flooded his 
soul, Joseph thought of the welfare of his brethren. 
 It is notable how Joseph sees God everywhere in his life and brings it 
into his conversation (Gen 39:9; 40:8; 41:16, 25, 52; 42:18; 43:29; 50:20, 24-
25). This man viewed everything from a vertical and not merely a horizontal 
perspective. In 5 verses in this address he mentions God 4 times alone! He 
repeatedly emphasises the overriding providence of God in his life. Too 
often God is incidental to our thinking whereas He should be the centre. 
Even our enemies are actually instruments in God’s hands. Seeing God at 
the hub of all his circumstances quenched Joseph’s bitterness. Steve Cole 
comments how this allowed Joseph to forgive, 
 

The key to reconciliation is your attitude and the key to your attitude is 
submitting yourself to the sovereign God. The remarkable thing about 
Joseph’s life was not his brilliance. It was not his administrative ability, 
although he was gifted there. It was his attitude, especially in response 
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to unfair treatment. And the reason for his attitude was his relationship 
to the sovereign God. 

 
 Out attitude to God determines the greatness of our character. It is 
not easy to see God in the great evil that had been perpetrated against this 
man. Now Joseph’s act of forgiving does not cover up their sin as he makes 
clear, “ye sold me hither.” Nor is Joseph blaming God for the evil. As 
Deffinbaugh adds, “Men may sin by attempting to do what is unacceptable 
to God, while at the same time they are accomplishing what God has 
purposed.” The writer, George Bush also makes clear,  
 

Yet for our humiliation let us remember that the nature of sin is not 
altered by the use that God makes of it. Poison does not cease to be 
poison, because it may enter into the composition of healing 
medicines. 
  
Joseph is acknowledging the great wisdom of providence that God 

can work through the actions of wicked men for His glory (Psa. 76:10; Acts 
2:23). He does not accuse God or being arbitrary but makes clear that God 
did what He did for a reason, “to preserve life.”  Theologically he realised and 
believed that God ruled his life, not men or even circumstances. However, 
he practiced what he preached by making his creed and conduct consistent.  

It is an axiom that the more we understand theologically the truth of 
God, the better we are then able to deal with the trials and circumstances of 
life. Providence is not some mysterious doctrine for theologians to debate, 
but a truth that should profoundly impact how we all think and live our 
lives. That is the focus that Joseph wants his brothers to see so they can 
glorify the prerogatives of a sovereign God. 
 Joseph is the classic example of the doctrine of providence working 
in a man’s life. During the early part of these 22 years in Egypt it is not easy 
to see God turning this around, but He does. There is no indication that 
Joseph recognized this until now. He just had to cling on in faith. They may 
have put Joseph in a pit but God will put him on a throne.  

We always see much less than what God sees. It means there are no 
accidents in this world. As one writer said, “Christians do not allow for 
meaningless events to take place, because at the heart of the Christian 
worldview is the idea that everything in history has a purpose in the mind of 
Almighty God. God is a purposive God; He is not chaotic.” 

The life of a believer has often been compared to a giant jigsaw 
puzzle. The problem is that we are not given all of the pieces at the 
beginning nor are we given a box with the picture on it guide us. It is only 
over time as we are given more pieces that we can begin to understand the 
picture God has in His mind for us. Just as in the story of Joseph we will see 
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God working providentially through the seemingly little inconsequential 
things as well as the major events.  

The Apostle Paul made this most wonderful statement that is hard to 
appropriate by faith, 
 

For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 
through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

 
This “all” gives us a hard time! Now Paul is not preaching some theory but a 
painful reality, as he suffered greatly for the gospel (2 Cor. 11:23-33). 
However, he pointed out, 
 

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal (2 Corinthians 4:18) 

 
The problem is that we cannot stop looking at physical things only. You 
cannot go through life hitting back at all those who hit you. If you live by 
sight and not by faith, you will never see God’s Hand in it. By contrast, you 
will live a defeated Christian life. You can focus on the wicked brothers of 
Joseph tearing that coat from his back, abusing him, and then selling him as 
a slave to a fate worse than death! You can note the anger and murder on 
their faces as they did this. But you must see God triumphing through it all 
for His glory. Yet as Ray Pritchard notes of Joseph’s testimony,  
 

There is enormous irony in his words. The very thing used against 
him (their betrayal) results in his exaltation so that he can now save 
the brothers who betrayed him. 
 
The world says, “seeing is believing” whereas God demands the 

reverse, “believing is seeing.” For when you believe by faith God is working 
then by faith you will see it. We must all learn to relate God to every event 
in our lives, whether good or seemingly bad. Too often we start to think like 
the evolutionist and attribute our negative circumstances to bad luck! Cole 
also observes, 

 
To do this, you’ve got to look past what seem to be the primary 
causes, to God who is really the primary cause. It looks like 
somebody mistreated you; but really, it is God disciplining you as a 
loving father disciplines his child. The apostle Paul did this. To all 
outward appearances, it looked like he was a prisoner of Caesar. But 
he never referred to himself that way. Rather, it was always, “Paul, a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus.” Yes, Rome had wrongly thrown Paul in 
prison; but it wasn’t Rome--it was the Lord! Even if it’s Satan who is 
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causing you problems (which is relatively rare), he can’t do anything 
which God hasn’t allowed him to do. God’s purpose in all the things 
which seem to be against you is to bring ultimate glory to Himself 
and good to you, as you trust Him. 

 
And God sen t  me be for e  you to  pres erve  you a  pos t e r i t y  in  the  ear th ,  and to  save  your  l i v e s  

by  a  gr ea t  de l iv e rance .  So now i t  was  no t  you that  s en t  me h i ther ,  but  God:  and he  hath 
made me a  fa ther  to  Pharaoh ,  and lord  o f  a l l  h i s  house ,  and a  ru l e r  throughout  a l l  the  land 
o f  Egypt .  Haste  y e ,  and go  up to  my fa ther ,  and say  unto  h im, Thus sa i th  thy  son Joseph ,  
God hath made me lord  o f  a l l  Egypt :  come down unto  me ,  tarry  no t :  And thou sha l t  dwe l l  

in  the  land o f  Goshen ,  and thou sha l t  be  near  unto  me ,  thou ,  and thy  ch i ldr en ,  and thy  
ch i ldren ' s  ch i ldren ,  and thy  f l o cks ,  and thy  herds ,  and a l l  tha t  thou has t : And there  w i l l  I  

nour i sh  thee ;  f o r  y e t  ther e  are  f i v e  y ears  o f  famine ;  l e s t  thou ,  and thy  househo ld ,  and a l l  
that  thou has t ,  come to  pover ty .  And,  beho ld ,  your  ey e s  s e e ,  and the  ey e s  o f  my bro ther  

Ben jamin ,  that  i t  i s  my mouth that  speaketh  unto  you . And ye  sha l l  t e l l  my fa ther  o f  a l l  
my g lory  in  Egypt ,  and o f  a l l  that  y e  have  s e en ;  and ye  sha l l  has t e  and br ing  down my 

fa ther  h i ther .  (v7-13) 
 
Joseph now sees very clearly God’s providential wisdom. None of his 
suffering was for a loss, as God had a purpose. This is not a stroke of good 
luck but God is faithful to the Abrahamic covenant in redemptive history. 
In our difficult times, we need to remind ourselves that God could be using 
us to save others. Sometimes we see our trials as merely affecting ourselves. 
In the maze of life we may be tempted to question what God is doing. We 
may even think He is absent but God is always there!  

When you see God on the throne in good times and in evil, then you 
will have no problem forgiving. Joseph is not boasting here about his 
position, as he sees God in it all. When you can still acknowledge after 9 
years as Prime Minister, “He made me a father to Pharaoh” then God can 
elevate you to such a position. As you go through your life pilgrimage 
disappointed by people and circumstances, keep your eyes on the doctrine 
of God’s Sovereign Person. 

Joseph here wants to remind his father of God’s faithfulness to the 
dream revelations. He also doubtless wanted to encourage his father that he 
had the means to provide for the entire family during the famine. Grace not 
only allows you to forgive but to extend great kindness to those who have 
hurt you the most. After the pain that Joseph had endured through the 
cruelty of his own brothers, few would want such men near them. However, 
few men have the character of Joseph. 

The true heart of Joseph is revealed now. This scene of love and 
forgiveness is almost unparalleled in Scripture. This “kiss” is a sign of peace 
and reconciliation. The grace and love of Joseph’s forgiveness encourages 
the brothers to respond and they now “talked with him.” 
 

And the  fame thereo f  was heard in  Pharaoh 's  house ,  say ing ,  Joseph 's  bre thren  are  come:  
and i t  p l eased  Pharaoh we l l ,  and h i s  s e rvants .  And Pharaoh sa id  unto  Joseph ,  Say unto  
thy  bre thren ,  This  do  y e ;  lade  your  beas t s ,  and go ,  g e t  you unto  the  land o f  Canaan;  And 
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take your  fa ther  and your  househo lds ,  and come unto  me :  and I  wi l l  g iv e  you the  good o f  the  
land o f  Egypt ,  and ye  sha l l  ea t  the  fa t  o f  the  land .  Now thou ar t  commanded ,  th i s  do  y e ;  

take you wagons  out  o f  the  land o f  Egypt  fo r  your  l i t t l e  ones ,  and for  your  wives ,  and br ing  
your  fa ther ,  and come.  Also  r egard not  your  s tu f f ;  f o r  the  good o f  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt  i s  
your ' s .  And the  ch i ldren  o f  I s rae l  d id  so :  and Joseph gave  them wagons ,  a c cord ing  to  the  

commandment  o f  Pharaoh ,  and gave them prov i s ion  fo r  the  way .  To a l l  o f  them he  gave  each  
man changes  o f  ra iment ;  but  to  Ben jamin he  gave  three  hundred  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r ,  and f i v e  
changes  o f  ra iment .  And to  h i s  fa ther  he  s en t  a f t e r  th i s  manner ;  t en  asse s  laden wi th  the  

good th ings  o f  Egypt ,  and t en  she  ass e s  laden wi th  corn  and bread and meat  fo r  h i s  fa ther  
by  the  way .  (v16-23) 

 
Joseph’s brothers are blessed because of Joseph. Often this happens in 
God’s family. These wagons were the Rolls Royce’s of that day. This was a 
stark change for these brothers who were on the point of starvation. What 
grace is now extended to such undeserving sinners.  

These brothers tore Joseph’s coat of his back but now he clothed 
them. He did not put them on probation, but immediately forgave. 17 years 
later in Genesis 50 this attitude is still permanent. That is also an important 
attribute of biblical forgiveness.  
 
So he  s en t  h i s  bre thren  away ,  and they  depar t ed :  and he  sa id  unto  them, See  that  y e  fa l l  no t  

ou t  by  the  way .  (v24) 

 
Joseph is a shrewd judge of character. He knew the old nature could easily 
flare up on the way home, as they debated how to break the news to Jacob. 
Indeed, he had witnessed this inadvertently (Gen. 42:21-22). Few handle 
changes of circumstances well. 
 
And they  went  up out  o f  Egypt ,  and came in to  the  land o f  Canaan unto  Jacob the i r  fa ther ,  

And to ld  h im,  say ing ,  Joseph i s  y e t  a l iv e ,  and he  i s  governor  over  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt .  
And Jacob ' s  hear t  fa in t ed ,  fo r  he  be l i ev ed  them not .  And they  to ld  h im a l l  the  words  o f  

Joseph ,  whi ch  he  had sa id  unto  them: and when he  saw the  wagons  which  Joseph had sen t  to  
carry  h im,  the  sp i r i t  o f  Ja cob  the i r  fa ther  r ev iv ed : And Israe l  sa id ,  I t  i s  enough ;  Joseph my 

son i s  y e t  a l iv e :  I  w i l l  go  and se e  h im be for e  I  d i e .  (v25-28) 

What joy must have come into the heart of Jacob as he saw the sons 
approaching laden with provisions. Ironically, Jacob believed the previous 
report that Joseph was dead when he was actually alive. Now Jacob refuses 
to believe he is alive when is alive! Years ago this man had buried hope for 
Joseph in his mind. Doubtless, he also was cognisant of his other sons’ 
reputation for dishonesty. Most of us are generally more ready to believe 
bad news than good.  

This expression “all the words” this included all the spiritual wisdom 
about God that Joseph had said. Jacob would, no doubt, recognise this 
coming from the lips of Joseph.  However, it was only when he saw the 
“wagons” that he finally believed. Sadly we often need to see the tangible 
before we believe what God has done.  
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Most times of depression in our lives are due to wrong thinking 
about God and His promises. But remember Romans 8:28 is still in the 
book! Pritchard makes a pertinent application, 
 

We are like ants crawling across a painting by Rembrandt. When we 
come to the darker colors, it seems as if the entire painting is dark, 
somber, forbidding. Everything around us is dark brown or dark blue 
or midnight black. But if we could only stand back from the painting, 
we would see that the darker hues are offset by lighter colors—red, 
green, yellow, blue and orange. It is the darkness of the darker hues 
that makes the brighter colors stand out so vividly. So it is with life 
itself. We may spend days or weeks or years in the dark tones of life. 
Sickness, heartache, tragedy, mistreatment and betrayal may cause us 
to think that there are no lighter tones. But God is painting a 
masterpiece in your life and before he is finished, he will use every 
color on his palette. If you do not see the final product on earth, you 
will see it clearly in heaven. 
 
How can we live like this in a world where tragedy is never far away? 
The answer is simple though not easy to put into practice. We live 
this way by faith. We choose to believe that God is at work in 
everything that happens to us. And we choose to believe that even 
when we see nothing at all that makes sense to us. Faith like that is 
made strong when it is based on the Word of God. And that’s why 
the story of Joseph is so important. 

	  


