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“God’s Gospel Plan” (Acts 1:1-8) 

The Book of Acts is the great historical book of the New Testament. It shows how the history of 
the world was radically changed through the formation of the New Testament Church. We see in 
this great unstoppable movement of the spread of the Church demons silenced, enemies 
overcome, converts multiplied and churches springing up in the most unlikely of places. Acts 
shows how the great commission given in the 4 Gospels was carried out by the early Church. It 
provides the link between the Gospels and the Epistles, as the application of doctrinal truths. “If 
the Book of Acts were gone, there would be nothing to replace it” (Howson). Acts is vitally 
important today because it has become a battleground in Christendom because of the rise of the 
Charismatic Movement. 

The book of Acts demonstrates that God is in control of all history. Acts is selective in 
that it only records the activities and words of some of the apostles (Acts 2:43) and often leaves 
many historical gaps. It begins in Jerusalem and ends in Rome, “the uttermost part of the earth” from 
a Jewish worldview of that time. Acts describes primarily the work of two apostles, Peter and 
Paul.  Peter dominates the first 12 chapters in a mainly Jewish-focused work, whereas Paul the 
second part from chapter 13 in a mainly Gentile-focused ministry. Acts is a forceful defense of 
the apostleship of Paul. 

The geographical centre of the first part is Jerusalem, whereas Antioch of the second. 
Sadly, it delineates the rejection of Judaism to the gospel and the blindness coming to Israel. 
However, God’s Sovereign wisdom is evident as “through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles” 
(Rom. 11:11). Acts presents for us foundational standards and the patterns and the blueprint for 
the church by way of example in living reality. 

Many argue about the true title of the epistle. Some say it should be the Acts of the 
Apostles, others the Acts of the Holy Spirit. A third view is that it should be called the Works and 
Acts of Jesus Christ Continuing. This latter view is derived from the fact that Luke tells us, “The 
former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach.” (Acts 1:1) The latter 
view seems preferable as these works continue on through the Holy Spirit. Acts is a continuation 
of the “Acts of the Risen Jesus” (cf. Phil. 4:13; 2 Tim. 4:17; Heb. 7:25). It is, therefore, the 
continuation of the Lord’s actions, from glory through His church, by means of the Holy Spirit.  

These actions of the risen and glorified Christ are prominent throughout the narrative. 
Christianity is no a mere philosophy or ideal but tied up in the facts concerning the Person and 
Work of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit’s activity is prominent and over fifty times we find Him 
mentioned. Doctrinally, we have no detailed expositions of the Person and Work of the Holy 
Spirit, but we find the practical illustrations of these doctrines. This is emphasised by the way the 
inspired writer during the narrative focuses on the work rather than the instruments. The latter is 
incidental in many ways and fades out of view without any great emphasis such as Peter the most 
prominent apostle, fading away of the narrative without a word after chapter 15; James is only 
mentioned briefly in 1:13 and 12:2; John has limited references; and even Paul, who dominates 
the last section, is found in the final chapter imprisoned in Rome in prison, with no details of his 
subsequent ministry or martyrdom.  

The activity of a third prominent being is seen acting in this Book, Satan, the adversary 
of the gospel. As A C Gaebelein points out, 
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“We behold him coming upon the scene and acting through his different instruments, 
either as the roaring lion, or as the cunning deceiver with his wiles. Wherever he can, he 
attempts to hinder the progress of the Gospel. This is a most important aspect of this 
Book, and indeed very instructive.” 

 
Although action is central in this book, in Acts we do not see men of God working for the sake 
of keeping busy. It is noteworthy that there was waiting before there was working, praying 
before there was preaching, and power before there was practical evangelism. This is because the 
action in this book was not primarily human but Divine and the Programme to be fulfilled was a 
Divine one. A major theme throughout Acts is the power of God’s perfect Word, with 40 
references to God’s Word. J Vernon McGee also points out the following special features of this 
book,  
 

1. Prominence of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2. Prominence of the Holy Spirit. 
3. Power of the church. 
4. Prominence of the church, visible and invisible (a new institution). 
5. Prominence of places — begins in Jerusalem, ends in Rome.  
6. Prominence of persons — Dr. Luke mentions 110 persons by name. 
7. Prominence of the resurrection, the center of gospel preaching. 
8. Prominence of Peter in the first section, and Paul in the last section. (There is a strange 
omission of the other apostles.) 

 
One of the apparent paradoxes of this book is that God starts this Church in an Upper Room 
with a group of insignificant people without any political or religious power. At the end of the 
book you end with an insignificant prisoner imprisoned in a house. Throughout this book we do 
not see God working through the great economic, military or political powers. The focus is 
throughout on a few despised, unknown, persecuted, and weak group of individuals. No one 
would have thought the dismal picture of the disciples presented at the end of the Gospels could 
be used to start the Church.  

Despite these human shortcomings, they were unstoppable because God empowered them 
and they exemplify Zechariah 4:6, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of 
hosts.” The Church is not a human society and the only explanation for her formation and 
preservation is rooted in God. The powers of Judaism, heathenism, idolatry, and contemptuous 
indifference would oppose them but each would be defeated by the power of the message of this 
despised group. All of these people were chosen, dedicated, prepared, praying people, Spirit-
empowered, and with an evangelistic heart for all men. None of these things should be 
overlooked. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones urges concerning Acts “Live in that book, I exhort you: It is 
a tonic, the greatest tonic I know of in the realm of the Spirit.” 

In order to evangelise the world, God had to provide the message in the gospel. This 
message would be the same for both Jews and Gentiles. There would be many religions and 
philosophies clambering to be heard in Acts, but there was only one message that could 
transform men. This was given in Acts to the Church and it was entirely Christ Centred and God 
honouring. The points of emphasis may be different throughout but the central message of the 
life, death, and resurrection of Christ dominates. 

The apostolic period extended for about 70 years from the Day of Pentecost to the death 
of John, (A.D. 30 to 100). The main field of apostolic activity was Palestine, and gradually 
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extended over Syria, Asia Minor, Greece, and Italy. The most prominent centres were Jerusalem, 
Antioch, and eventually Ephesus and Rome. The diverse nationalities reached by the gospel in 
the first century in the heroic march of Christianity from the capital of Judaism to the capital of 
heathenism were the Jews, the Greeks, and the Romans.  

The Book of Acts and the Pauline Epistles give us an inerrant record of information 
down to the year A.D. 65. Peter and Paul then fade out of picture anticipating their imminent 
departure probably in the great persecutions of the Christians of the Nero. For instance, Acts 
breaks off abruptly with Paul still living and working, a prisoner in Rome, “preaching the kingdom of 
God and teaching those things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.” 
(Acts 28:31) We know little of that era from authentic sources beyond the information of 
heathen historians. The destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 is only anticipated in the prophecy 
of Christ as recorded in the Gospels, but for the terrible fulfilment we are dependent on the 
account of an unbelieving Jew, Josephus. The last thirty years of the first century we are largely in 
the dark concerning save for the implications we can draw from the writings of John. Naturally, 
it has led to much speculation and many legends and critical conjectures have sprung from it. 

There are no accurate statistics as to the numerical strength of Christianity at the close of 
the first century. Some estimate half a million among the one hundred millions or more 
inhabitants of the Roman empire were converts and the Roman historian, Tacitus tells of an 
“immense multitude” of martyrs under Nero1. Interestingly, Schaff records, by the time of the 
conversion of Constantine, in the beginning of the fourth century, the number of Christians may 
have reached ten or twelve million, (10% of the total population of the Roman empire). Despite 
this rapid spread, it was accompanied by an equally sharp decline. J. Gresham Machen explains 
succinctly how quickly the Church fell away from the Pauline doctrine of grace towards the end 
of the first century which culminated in the oldest Christian apostasy of the Church of Rome, 

 
“The lofty doctrine of Divine grace, the center and core of the Gospel that Paul 
preached, did not always dominate the mind and heart of the subsequent church. The 
Christianity of the Apostolic Fathers, of the Apologists, of Irenaeus, is very different 
from the Christianity of Paul. The church meant to be faithful to the apostle; but the 
pure doctrine of the Cross runs counter to the natural man, and not always, even in the 
church, was it fully understood. Read the Epistle to the Romans first, and then read 
Irenaeus, and you are conscious of a mighty decline. No longer does the Gospel stand 
out sharp and clear; there is a large admixture of human error; and it might seem as 
though Christian freedom, after all, were to be entangled in the meshes of a new law. 

 
Of the Twelve Apostles, Paul, Peter and John were plainly the most influential and efficient of 
the apostles. Of their labours accordingly we have the most full and reliable accounts, though 
their end is veiled in mysterious darkness. Indeed, only James and Judas have their deaths 
recorded in Scripture. Nine of the original Twelve, including Matthias, who was chosen in the 
place of Judas, labored no doubt faithfully and effectively, in preaching the gospel throughout 
the Roman Empire and to the borders of the barbarians, but in subordinate positions, and their 
labors are known to us only from vague and uncertain traditions. That these apostles actually 

                                                
1 Tacitus, Anal. XV. 44, speaks of a “multitudo ingens” who were convicted of the “odium generis humani,” i.e. of 
Christianity (regarded as a Jewish sect), and cruelly executed under Nero in 64. 
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laboured, however, with great effect, is certain from the early propagation of Christianity in all 
parts of the Roman Empire.  

Until the apostolic council in A. D. 50 the Twelve appear to have looked on Jerusalem as 
the centre of their activity, and, with the exception of Paul, not to have gone far beyond 
Palestine. However, by Acts 21:18, we find none but James in the Jewish capital, the rest having 
dispersed into different lands.  According to a tradition (first found in Rufinus) they distributed 
the countries among themselves by lot, and before they separated composed the Apostles’ 
Creed. Most of them seem to have laboured in the different countries of the East, and it is 
interesting that the Christian churches in Syria, Persia, and India, in Egypt and Ethiopia, exhibit 
in early antiquity, and even to this day, a remarkable a mixture of Jewish practices with Christian 
orthodoxy, which is suggestive to a point of a Jewish-Christian origin. 
 
AUTHOR - The Book of Acts is the second of two volumes by Luke, with his first being the 
Gospel of Luke. Although his name is not mentioned, it purports to have been written by the 
same person who wrote the Gospel of Luke (Acts 1:1). These two volumes make up over one-
fourth of the New Testament. Luke was one of the most extensive writers of the New 
Testament and is thought to be the only non-Jewish New Testament writer. Sir William Ramsay 
says that Luke is the greatest of all historians, ancient or modern. Luke is not mentioned often in 
the New Testament. He appears in just three verses in the NT: Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 4:11, 
and Philemon 24.  

Little is truly known about his background, save that he appears to have been a Gentile 
rather than a Jew as Paul differentiates him in Colossians 4:10 from the Jews that were with him. 
In this passage, we also learn that he was a physician which may be evidenced by his use of 
accurate medical terminology in his writings (e.g. his description of the “ancle bones” of the lame 
man in Acts 3:7). It is thought by some commentators that Luke may have been a native of 
Antioch and he does appear to be very well acquainted with the church there (Acts 11:19-27; 
13:1; 14:18-21, 14:25, 15:22, 23, 30, 35; 18:22). All his writings demonstrate he had an excellent 
knowledge of Koine Greek with freedom of constructions and a rich vocabulary. Luke had also a 
good knowledge of things Jewish, which some believe he acquired as a Jewish proselyte at 
Antioch. Others argue that he was from Philippi as he showed a natural pride in the claims of 
Philippi to the primacy as “the chief city” in the province as against Amphipolis and Thessalonica 
(Acts 16:12).  

Luke seems to have first met Paul at Troas (Acts 16:8) and then joined him on his 
second missionary journey landing at Neapolis and going on to Philippi, “assuredly gathering that the 
Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them” (note: especially the transition into first person 
plural at verse 10). It appears he was, therefore, already an Evangelist. Luke was one of Paul’s 
closest companions throughout the rest of his ministry and must have been trusted implicitly by 
Paul as he left him behind at Philippi for a time in Acts 16. Later he met up with Paul at Philippi 
and on the return to Jerusalem and was frequently at his side, though it appears not continuously, 
as he is not mentioned in the greetings of the Epistle to the Philippians 1:1 & 2:20. 

Luke was, however, present when the Epistles to the Colossians, Ephesians and 
Philemon were written, and is mentioned in the salutations given in two of them: “Luke, the 
beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.” (Col. 4:14); “There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ 
Jesus; Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers.” Philem. 23; 24). Little is really known 
about Luke during the interval between Paul’s two Roman imprisonments, but he was Paul’s sole 
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companion for a while during the 2nd Roman imprisonment; for the Apostle, writing for the last 
time to Timothy, says: “Only Luke is with me” (2 Tim. 4:11). 
 
TIME OF WRITING - Luke probably wrote Acts about A.D. 62-64, toward the end of Paul’s 
first imprisonment in Rome, where the book closes. There is no reference to Nero’s persecution 
beginning in A.D. 64 or the martyrdom of Paul around A.D. 68, and so Acts was probably 
written before these events. 
 

 
OUTLINE - A simple outline of Acts – Formation of the Early NT Church  
 

1. The witness in Jerusalem – Chapter 1 – 7 
2. The witness in Samaria – Chapter 8 – 12 
3. The witness to the Gentiles – Chapter 13 – 28 
 

Another is: 
 

1. Acts 1-12:  The service of the Apostle Peter in Jerusalem, Judae & Samaria 
2. Acts 13-28:  The service of the Apostle Paul in the whole world  

 
A more detailed outline breaks it down as follows: 
 

Acts 1- 6:7 Acts of Apostles at Jerusalem 
Acts 6:8 - 9:31 Persecution commenced against the Church 
Acts 9:32 - 12:24 Evangelization of the world commenced 
Acts 12:25 - 16:5 Paul’s 1st missionary journey 
Acts 16:6- 19:20 Paul’s 2nd missionary journey 
Acts 19:21 –28:31 Paul’s 3rd missionary journey and arrival at Rome 

 



For 3 December 2017                                                                            Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 6 

CHAPTER ONE 
 
Of the twenty-eight chapters of Acts, only the first chapter gives an account of matters prior to 
Pentecost. They demonstrate the historicity of the Christ and link His Resurrection and 
subsequent Ascension with His Second Coming. 
 

The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, (v1) 
 
The first verse of Acts links it with the introduction of Luke’s Gospel (Luke 1:1-4). The Book of 
Acts takes up precisely where Luke’s Gospel left off. The author is the same, as well as the 
recipient, Theophilus. The name Theophilus means “friend of God” or “beloved of God.” Some 
records indicate that he may have been a wealthy, influential official in Antioch. If Luke was 
from Antioch, this may explain why he knew him. Theophilus was a believer who may have been 
a high-ranking Roman official because Luke referred to him as “most excellent Theophilus” (Luke 
1:3). This was a term used in reference to Felix and Festus, who were Roman governors (Acts 
23:26, 26:25). 
 
Until the day in which He was taken up, after that He through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto 
the apostles whom He had chosen: To whom also He shewed Himself alive after His passion by many infallible 

proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God (v2-3) 
 
These men were “chosen” by the Lord. There are no self-appointed apostles. They were not to 
build their own empire, but as “sent ones” to preach what they were commanded to witness.  
The fact that Christ commanded “through the Holy Ghost” emphasizes that Christ always did the 
Will of the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit. There is also a focus here on the resurrection 
as without it there would be no Christianity. Christ appeared for 40 days post-resurrection before 
His ascension. Why did he wait? Why did He not go straight to heaven? There are probably six main 
reasons: 
 
(1) Unite His disciples.  
(2) Instruct the disciples about true nature of the Kingdom – not just Millennium, but likely it 
also refers to the time of the apostles (Luke 17:21) when Christ reigns in the hearts of His 
people, the church. 
(3) Wean them away from His presence 
(4) Assurance 
(5) Prepare them for Intelligent Witnessing 
(6) Inspire them to missionary witnessing 
 
And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of Me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye 

shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. (v4-5) 
 
This is a controversial passage and greatly misunderstood and misrepresented by many today. 
Christ promised that “ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” This promise was 
fully fulfilled by a baptismal filling through the “pouring” of the Holy Spirit upon believers in 
Acts 2. When we are saved the Holy Spirit wells up within us (Rom. 10:9) and gives us eternal 



For 3 December 2017                                                                            Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 7 

life (John 4:14) and we receive the seal of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13). The Holy Spirit also 
baptizes us into the Body of Christ (Rom. 6:3). The Baptism by the Spirit is the baptism which 
makes us one with Christ at the point of salvation, 
 

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13). 

 
The disciples were already believers. So, the “baptism” mentioned here in v5 is not this act of 
conversion of 1 Corinthians 12:13 which is a singular experience only but rather it refers to a 
“baptismal filling” where the fullness of the Spirit is poured out upon the saint in power. This 
fullness or filling of the Spirit is a repeatable experience of filling for service. We will see in 
the Book of Acts that the same disciples are baptised in power repeatedly (cf. Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; 
9:17; 13:9.  
 
Distinction in the Greek between pletho/ pleroo - This sudden empowerment for service by 
the Holy Ghost is different from the fullness of the Spirit that all believers have in salvation. This 
is illustrated in the Greek by the use of the verb pletho, as in Acts 2:4 where it says they “were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” Another aspect of this fulfilment in Acts 2:4 is that it was a Sovereign 
act of God, as was the Reformation, the three Great Awakenings, and the Singapore Pentecost 
under John Sung. This is in contrast to the fullness a believer has by being in Christ (Col. 2:10, 
Eph. 1:22, 23) where the Greek verb utilised is pleroo. Dr Alan Cairns in his Dictionary of Theological 
Terms illustrates this by observing: 
 

“The difference between pleroo and pletho is clear from Acts 19:28,29, which records the 
result of the incendiary speech of Demetrius the silversmith to the Ephesian idol makers: 
“when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians. And the whole city was filled with confusion.” The idol makers were full (pleroo) of 
wrath against the apostles. That was their ongoing attitude to them. The city was brought 
to a crisis and was suddenly filled (pletho) with confusion by the accusation laid against the 
apostles. We must observe this difference if we are to do justice to all the NT data on the 
subject of the fulness of the Spirit. The evidence is that the Lord fills (pletho) with the 
power of the Spirit those who are full (pleros) of the Spirit. The similarity of the words 
causes confusion for many, but the idea is truly scriptural. It is one every Christian 
immediately recognizes: God imparts power for his service to Christians who are living 
in submission to the influence and leading of the Holy Spirit. The result of the infilling of 
the Spirit is always power for service. Again and again the apostles “were filled” with 
power to do the work of God, each filling being a distinct crisis experience to empower 
them for some new service (Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; 9:17; 13:9).” 

 
When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father 

hath put in his own power. (v6-7) 
 
Even believers can be wrongly obsessed with prophetical date studies, while neglecting many 
other doctrines. According to Trench, the word “times” is chronos, which can refer to any length 
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of time, whereas “seasons” is kairos, which means opportune moments or critical, epoch-making 
periods. What comfort it brings to know that all history is under God’s sovereign control and 
plan.  

Christ warned them not to speculate on the dates of when He would set up the 
Millennial Kingdom. All of these things are in God’s Sovereign Authority. Christ did not reject 
their understanding of a literal Millennial Kingdom (Luke 22:29–30) but simply corrected their 
assumption that they could deduce the timing of it. 
 
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (v8) 
 
The power (dunamis – i.e. enabling or inherent power) would be from the Holy Ghost – no other 
source. This power is to pray, power to serve, power to witness, and power to be victorious in 
the service of Jesus Christ. It is not power to babble in ecstatic utterances that no one can 
understand and it is not power to draw attention to self or even the Holy Spirit but to draw 
attention the work and person of the Lord Jesus Christ, “and ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” 

Some wrongly teach that this descriptive passage is prescriptive in a binding precedent 
for us today and we all need to “wait before God for a second baptism of the Spirit.” However, 
in Acts 1 the disciples were explicitly commanded to tarry and promised the outpouring of the 
Spirit “not many days hence.” This resulted in a baptismal filling in Acts 2. It was a unique, 
sovereign act of God in history in response to their obedience by faith to Christ’s command of 
Acts 1:8 to tarry in Jerusalem for an event that has never been repeated again in an identical 
manner in history. In marked contrast, we have received no such inspired direction today to 
imitate. Indeed, we do not see any similar “tarrying” by the Samaritans in Acts 8 and Gentiles in 
Acts 10. So, there is no mandate today for us to seek the same outpouring of God in another 
Pentecost, as some teach, by “surrendering” or “obeying” in waiting for the power of the Holy 
Spirit. God may choose to outpour His Spirit in a revival in a similar manner to empower us to be 
witnesses for Christ but that is a Sovereign gift of God on His Church in an extraordinary move 
of the Holy Spirit. It cannot be identical to Pentecost as the circumstances for that outpouring 
were unique to those in the Upper Room.  

Christ sets forth the programme for the Church and the Book of Acts delineates its 
fulfillment – “Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” God 
controls the preachers, the power, the programme, and the plan: 
 
(a) PREACHERS – He decides who the “ye” are that will be empowered and sent out to take 
the gospel to the world. There are no self-appointed preachers in Christ’s church.  
(b) POWER – The power to preach this message comes from God alone, “ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” 
(c) PROGRAMME – They were not to go out and come up with their own message but were 
to preach Christ, “ye shall be witnesses unto me.” 
(d) PLAN – The timing and scope of this evangelisation of the world was under the sovereignty 
of God. It was to be, “both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.”  
 
They were to be “witnesses” unto Christ - not exercising their personal ministry and message. It 
needs to be noted that they were not simply to preach the teachings of Christ, as liberals argue, 
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but the Person of Christ. The apostles, as eyewitnesses of the saving events, were witnesses in a 
unique sense. The word for “witnesses” is martus from which we get our word martyr. After so 
many Christians died giving testimony that it became synonymous with dying. 

God does not ask us to come up with our own “seeker-sensitive” programme. The 
preaching of Jesus Christ is the programme. It has always worked and will always work! That’s 
why the Apostle Paul declared after preaching around the Empire and seeing all kinds of people 
converted, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Romans 1:16) The Apostle makes clear this 
power is not rooted in man but is the “power of God.” Paul had no confidence in man or in 
himself. In a world dominated by Greek philosophy, Roman law and Hebrew, he only had 
confidence in the power of God’s message. Religion may be able to reform a man but only the 
gospel can truly transform him. Paul had proven this message in idolatrous Ephesus, amidst the 
fornicators of Corinth, the philosophers of Athens, the Jews at Jerusalem, and before kings and 
governors (cf. 1 Cor. 6:9-11) The truth of what Paul tells us here should have a profound 
influence on a church such as this one. We do not have to change the message to transform the 
lost – it is not ours anyway. False gospels may be more palatable to the unsaved but remember 
an inoffensive gospel is an ineffective gospel!  

God’s sovereignty is then aptly demonstrated in how this church is launched as an 
unstoppable movement around the world. This is through 120 persons who are despised, 
unknown, persecuted, and weak. They have no political influence, jet airplanes, budgets, internet 
websites, seminaries etc. The leading spokesman, Simon Peter was “unlearned and ignorant” (Acts 
4:13) and had recently failed the Lord in a terrible way. Only a sovereign God could use such 
instruments in such a mighty way that by the end of the first century it was said by some 
historians that one in ten of the Roman Empire declared themselves as Christians. Despite these 
human shortcomings, the church was indestructible because God empowered them and they 
exemplified Zechariah 4:6, “Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” The 
rapid and irrevocable spread of the gospel confounded its enemies. The Emperor Julian, in a 
futile attempt to wipe out Christianity, bitterly cried, “You have won, O Galilean.” This should 
not surprise the observant reader as Jesus Christ had promised, “I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). Nothing can stop the work of God going forward. 
Do you believe that? If you do then go out and live the gospel, defend the gospel, and preach the 
gospel. Hold on to the promises of God, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 
Cor. 15:58). 

The Gospel plan was to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in taking the Gospel from 
the centre of Judaism in Jerusalem, to the Samaritans and then into the whole world. All through 
the Book of Acts the apostles are careful to submit to God’s plan. We see constant references to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit in their ministry. Paul was particular to follow the plan to the Jew 
first and then to the Gentile.  When you let God lead your life and ministry, He can lead you in 
unexpected ways. That’s why He’s God and we are not! Moses thought he would lead Israel into 
the Promised Land soon after they left Egypt. But 40 years later, God led them in a very 
different direction and with a very different leader. God often changes our direction and only 
reveals His will one step at a time, so we will trust him moment by moment. 

The Macedonian Call is an interesting incident in the life of the Apostle Paul. He was 
preaching through Asia Minor (modern Turkey) and had planned to go to two distinct places 
there. But to Paul’s surprise his mission team, “were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in 
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Asia, After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.” (Acts 
16:6-7) This word “assayed” indicates that this attempt was the natural thing for them to do. This 
must have caused great “sanctified frustration” of heart for them. It is very perplexing when you 
have the desire to do something for God and Providence puts a brake on it. Instead God used a 
vision to direct them to leave Asia Minor and travel to mainland Europe to Greece, “And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us. And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, 
assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.” (Acts 16:9-10). Paul 
didn’t get angry or frustrated with God for overturning Paul’s plans. Instead he recognised that 
this was God’s sovereign will and his duty was to follow.  

This expression “assuredly gathering” is one of the 12 synonyms in Greek for to teach. It is 
indicative that they looked back they understood by “gathering” all the facts that God’s hand was 
in all of this. We should not be upset with God when He closes doors. Our times are in His 
hands. However, when He speaks there was no wasted time and Paul obeyed immediately. This 
is the first major step of the gospel into Europe. Great churches were planted in Philippi, 
Thessalonica, Corinth, Berea, and even Spain. What a blessing this step of faith and obedience by 
Paul has been to the world.  

 
We thank God for opening many wonderful doors of opportunity to reaching others for 

Christ.  We cannot call God the Head of the Church and then try to subvert His will. Instead we 
follow the Shepherd to the pastures He leads us into. We must never assume we arrived at last to 
the final destination. As strangers and pilgrims on the earth we walk by faith. But if we are willing 
to follow God, He will lead us exactly where He wants us to go. That’s why life is an exciting 
journey when God is leading His sheep. In every circumstance, in every situation, in every trial, 
in every difficulty, remember Jehovah Jireh – “the Lord will provide.” He promised, “lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:20). And He is. 


